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December 6, 2007

TOM SIMPER NAMED RANGE MANAGER OF THE YEAR BY UT SRM 
Tom Simper, NRCS area range conservationist in the Cedar City office, was named Range 
Manager of the Year by the Utah Section of the Society for Range Management (SRM) at 
their November meeting.  The accompanying photo shows Mark Brunson, Utah SRM president 

(right) presenting the award to Simper.  He was 
recognized for his long and distinguished 
career as a leader for the range science 
discipline in Utah.  Tom, who has announced 
his retirement in January, has developed nearly 
100 Ecological Site Descriptions during his 
successful career.  According to Shane Green, 
NRCS state range conservationist, Tom has 
been a pioneer in the development of the site 
concepts for southern Utah that have greatly 
influenced the way ecological sites and soils 
are mapped in Utah today. 
  
It was noted that Tom has a unique and 
successful communication style that makes him 

successful with selling conservation to private landowners, who have grown to trust his 
judgment over the years.  He has always been an innovator and has continually sought new 
techniques to improve range science technology.  His ability to mentor and train others in 
range science is reflected in the number of persons who have worked under his guidance and 
have gone on to successful careers in range science.  Tom's active involvement in the 
community in such activities as scouting and range judging has brought conservation 
enlightenment to many outside the conservation community.  Congratulations to Tom Simper. 
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