
Instructions for Completing the 
Watershed Protection 2006 EQIP Ranking Worksheet 

 
 
1. Insert Producer’s name and date of ranking. 
 
2. A screening tool has been provided to prioritize applications.  Checking the boxes 
indicate that the statement is true.  Priorities are assigned as follows: 
 

a) If item 1 and 2 are checked, proceed to Item No. 3.  If item 1 or 2 is not checked, 
producer is not eligible at this time.  DO NOT RANK. 

 
b) Low priority applications will have item 1 and 2 and any combination of items 3 
or 4 checked. 

 
c) Medium priority applications will have items 1 through 4 and item 5 or 6 
checked. 

 
d) High priority applications will have all items 1 through 6 checked. 

 
 
Specific instructions for the screening tool items are included below: 
 

o Item 1: For screening item #1, determine the producer’s and the land’s eligibility from 
the EQIP program rules. 

o Item 2: For screening item #2, the proposed project does not have to address all of the 
items listed. 

o Item 3: For screening item #3, the management practice has to be in the contract with an 
incentive payment 

o Item 4:  For screening item #4, for a program contract to be on schedule modifications for 
items not on schedule have to be made. 

o Item 5:  For screening item #5, the Area Wide Plan has to be in a written draft form and 
have a resource inventory completed on the whole area.  An Area Wide Plan is a plan 
developed with clients for a watershed or other geographical area defined by the client 
and stakeholders.  The Area Wide Conservation Plan addresses all SWAPA, contains 
alternative solutions that meet the minimum Quality Criteria for each resource concern, 
and addresses applicable laws and regulations. 

o Item 6:  Item 6:  For screening item #6, the conservation plan must be at the RMS level or 
the Progressive Plan level as defined in the NPPH.  The plan must have a complete 
Conservation Plan folder.  A Forest Stewardship Plan is developed with Utah State Lands 
and Forestry. 

 
Only applications with a high priority will be ranked until initial program allocations have been 
made.   
 
 



3. If the screening tool results in a high priority ranking, proceed to the Ranking sheet, Item 
No. 1 – Rangeland. 

 
o Under Conservation Planning, use drop down menu to select level of planning 

that has been completed for that land type—choose from RMS, Progressive, 
Inventory (if phase 1 of the planning process has been completed), or None.  
Definitions can be found in the NPPH. 

 
o Under Water Quality use drop down menu to select how water quality will be 

addressed by this project. 
 

o For Rangeland Health use a completed Rangeland Health Assessment.  
Summarize the benchmark assessment on the form.  Project the future Rangeland 
Health Assessment after the proposed practices have been installed.  The points 
will be a value of change from benchmark to planned future.  For assistance with 
the tool contact the Area Range Specialist. 

 
o Insert total acres benefited. These are the acres that are receiving direct benefits 

from the practices in the contract. 
 

o For the management practices, enter the number of acres that will be included in 
the contract with a management practice incentive payment.  This cannot exceed 
the number of acres that are receiving a direct benefit. 

 
o Enter conservation practices, the extent to be installed and the cost/unit from 

statewide cost docket. For management practices, make sure you include the total 
cost for the incentive payments for the number of years that the management 
practice is planned for.  For example, Prescribed Grazing for 1 year = $4.00, for 
2 years = $8.00, for 3 years = $12.00. 

 
 

4. Repeat procedure as above for Pastureland, utilizing the tool Pasture Condition Score 
Sheet in the field.  For assistance with the tool contact the Area Range Specialist. 
 
5. Repeat procedure as above for Hayland/Cropland utilizing the Soil Conditioning Index 
tool from RUSLE.  For assistance with the tool contact the Area Agronomist. 
 
6. Repeat procedure as above for Riparian.  For Riparian areas input the total linear feet of 
riparian area that will be restored and/or enhanced form the field inventory.  Count both sides of 
the stream when measuring linear feet.  The same riparian area may be counted in both places if 
it will be both restored and enhanced.  The points will be a value based on the amount of restored 
and enhanced riparian area. 
 

o Restored – must meet quality criteria for streambank erosion, plants not adapted or suited 
to the site, and plant condition – noxious and invasive plants.  Linear feet may be 



calculated for both sides of the stream if they are both being treated, e.g., 100 linear feet 
of stream channel could effectively treat 200 linear feet of streambank. 

 
o Enhanced – above and beyond Quality Criteria 

 
7. Repeat procedure as above for Forestland.  Specific criteria for forestland will be added 

by 1/1/05. 
 
 
 
Scoring 
 
The final scores for each of the four land use rankings (Rangeland, Pasture, Cropland/Hayland, 
Riparian and Forestland) are calculated as follows: 
 
  Total Points * Total Acres receiving direct benefit / Total Cost 
 
Separate fund pools will be allocated to each of the five land uses so that there is no competition 
for funds between each land use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


