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NEW SUPERVISOR ORIENTATION WORKSHOP 
A New Supervisory Orientation Workshop was held in Salt Lake City this week for new 
conservation district supervisors, new NRCS district conservationists and DEQ water quality 
specialists.  Sponsored by the Utah Association of Conservation Districts and the State Soil 
Conservation Commission, the two-day event included discussion about the function, powers, 
authorities and history of districts; the power of partnerships; staff roles and responsibilities; 
financial and legal responsibilities; and charting your district's course.  The final day included a 
breakfast and hearing sessions with state legislators. 
  

NRCS State Conservationist Sylvia Gillen 
participated on the power in partnerships 
panel and expressed support for the strong 
Utah partnership that includeds federal, state 
and local cooperative conservation efforts.  In 
the accompanying photo, she is shown visiting 
with the workshop facilitator Ray Ledgerwood 
from Pullman, Washington.  The three new 
district conservationists who attended the 
workshop were Cindy Burton, Kristie Hatch, 
and Travis Thomason.  NRCS staffers Todd 
Nielson and Ron Francis served on the 
workshop organizing committee.  This is the 
first time an extended, two-day training session 

has been held for new supervisors and the intent is to make it a regualr event that will help 
strengthen district boards and their working relationship with partners. 
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