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Habitat Model for Mule Deer
	Owner/Operator:
	Field Office:

	County:
	Ecological Site:

	Assisted By:
	Acres:
	Date:

	Location (Township, Range, Section):

	General Information:  The model was developed based on the habitat requirements of mule deer. The species is common state-wide in Utah, where it can be found in many types of habitat, ranging from open deserts to high mountains to urban areas. Mule deer often migrate from high mountainous areas in the summer to lower elevations in the winter to avoid deep snow. Mule deer are browsers that primarily eat shrubs and other woody material, although grasses are also consumed.

	Factor - Components
	Values
	Before
	After
	Weight
	Weighted

Score

Before
	Weighted Score

After

	1 Plant community

	a) open grassland or other not listed below

b) ponderosa pine, aspen, spruce-fir forests

c) mixed shrub-grassland, mountain shrub, or pinyon-juniper with <50% canopy cover
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	2 Landscape and terrain

	a) flat to gently rolling

b) steeply rolling and dissected

c) steep, broken terrain & permanent stream valleys
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	3 Cover - Thermal cover – Summer shade and protection from wind and snow

	a) low shrubs or grassland 

b) scattered trees or tall shrubs

c) tree stands/tall shrubs providing shade & protection
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 1
	
	

	4 Cover - Hiding cover

	a) areas with few shrubs & trees

b) scattered shrubs/woodlands with openings >600 ft.

c) Dense shrubs/woodlands with openings <600 ft.
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 2
	
	

	5 Cover - Percent area in suitable thermal & escape cover

	a) cover occupies <30% or >75% of area

b) cover occupies 30-40% or 61-75% of area

c) cover occupies 40% to 60% of area
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 3
	
	

	6 Range Similarity Index - Percent of the range with the following Similarity Index

	a) Below 33

b) Between 33 and 66

c) Above 66
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 2
	
	

	7 Food - Grazing management and forb & shrub utilization

	a) yearlong grazing or heavy use of forbs & shrubs (>50%)

b) prescribed grazing with moderate use of forbs & shrubs

    (33% to 50%)

c) prescribed grazing with light use of forbs & shrubs (<33%)
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 3
	
	

	8 Food - Vegetation composition

	a) <5 forb, <3 browse, <4 grass species

b) 5-9 forbs, 3-5 browse, and 4+ grass species

c) >10 forb, >5 browse, & 4+ grass species
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 3
	
	

	9 Water Distribution

	a) 1 site per 5 sections or seasonal sources

b) 1 perennial site per 3 sections

c) 1 perennial site per section
	0.0

0.5

1.0
	
	
	X 2
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