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History
Since the 1890’s the Logan Northern 
Canal (LNC) has provided the citizens 
of Cache County with irrigation 
water. In the spring of 2009, a slope 
failure along a hillside in south Logan 
damaged a section of the canal 
and disabled the water distribution 
capabilities of the canal. Because the 
canal is part of an important water 
delivery system, several shareholders 
have been affected through non-
delivery of irrigation water.

In Spring 2010 NRCS completed a 
preliminary engineering study to 
assess the situation and identify 
potential solutions.

On February 19, 2010, USDA 
announced that $19.35 million in 
Emergency Watershed Protection 
(EWP) funds were available to help 
protect property along the LNC 
from any future event of a similar 
magnitude. NRCS is using this 
opportunity to move forward to 
identify the best solution.

Overview and Study Area Map
As required by federal law, NRCS is working to identify resource concerns and 
the potential impacts of options. The impacts and options are being evaluated 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

At this time, NRCS has not identified a final solution.  NRCS Utah is pursuing 
and compiling all NEPA documentation that will help it identify and fully 
evaluate alternatives to restore water delivery to stakeholders.  Once the NEPA 
process is completed (including public comment), a “Preferred Alternative” will 
be identified for final design and construction.
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NRCS completes a 
NOI  to prepare an 
EIS and publishes 
the notice in the 
Federal Register 
and in a local 
paper; this begins 
the public 
involvement 
process.

Public, state, and 
federal agencies 
help identify 
subjects of concern 
to review in the EIS.

The process leads 
to a list of key 
factors that will 
guide the EIS 
analysis  and 
develop the criteria 
for alternatives 
screening.

A Draft EIS is 
released for 45-day 
public review and 
comment.

The EIS identifies a 
preferred 
alternative based 
on which provides 
the best fit with the 
key factors 
identified during 
scoping and has the 
least environmental 
impact when 
compared with 
other options.

Comments on the 
Draft EIS are 
addressed and a 
Final EIS is released 
for a 30-day review  
and comment 
period.

Governmental 
agencies consider 
the EIS findings.

NRCS decides which 
alternative to 
implement and 
prepares a ROD.

All reasonable 
alternatives are 
screened to 
determine if they 
meet the project 
purpose and need.

Alternatives that 
meet the purpose 
and need are 
carried forward for 
further study in the 
EIS.
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Process and Schedule
The focus of the NEPA process is 
to solicit public comments and to 
evaluate environmental impacts 
of potential solutions (including 

Contact Information
Bronson Smart
NRCS, State Conservation Engineer
801-524-4559
Bronson.Smart@ut.usda.gov

Comments/Questions
Terry Warner / Sue Lee
HDR
801-743-7800
LNC-EIS@hdrinc.com

The Emergency Watershed 
Protection Program
The purpose of the EWP program is 
to undertake emergency measures 
to safeguard lives and property from 
floods, drought, and the products of 
erosion on any watershed whenever 
fire, flood, or any other natural 
occurrence is causing or has caused a 
sudden impairment of the watershed. 

EWP Policy and Procedures 
Website
http://www/ut.nrcs.usda.gov/
programs/EWP/policy_and_
proceedures.html

NRCS Website
http://www/ut.nrcs.usda.gov/
programs/EWP/index.html

a “No-Action” option). NRCS is 
preparing an EIS in accordance with 
the requirements of NEPA and NRCS 
regulations.

The graphic below presents the major 
steps the NRCS NEPA process will 
follow.


