
 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 

Enhancement Activity - Riparian Forest Buffer – Terrestrial and Aquatic Wildlife Habitat January 30, 2009 

Animal Enhancement Activity – ANM 14 - Riparian Forest Buffer, Terrestrial 
and Aquatic Wildlife Habitat 

 
Riparian Forest Buffer – Terrestrial and Aquatic Wildlife 
Habitat 
 
The activity consists of the managing forested riparian zones to 
achieve stream side cover and vegetative diversity and structure to 
improve terrestrial and aquatic wildlife habitat. 
 
Land Use Applicability 
This enhancement is applicable to forested riparian areas on or 
adjacent to cropland, pasture land, range land and forest land. 
 

Benefits 
Targeted conservation measures are implemented to enhance habitat for aquatic species such as 
fish, turtles, frogs, salamanders, aquatic insects and other species of concern in riparian zones of 
rivers or steams and their floodplains. These measures include re-location of equipment or forest 
management activities out of riparian zones and floodplains, and riparian forest stand 
management to increase tree canopy cover to streams or rivers and standing snags for riparian 
wildlife. 
 
Criteria for Riparian Forest Buffer – Terrestrial and Aquatic Wildlife Habitat 
 
This enhancement is implemented mainly by managing existing live trees and shrubs.  The 
producer will apply and maintain management actions specifically for improving or protecting 
natural riparian zones and their functions associated with terrestrial and aquatic wildlife habitat. 
These actions include: 
  

 The width of forested riparian zones must be at least 2.5 times the width of the stream 
channel.   

 Manage the riparian area to maintain a diversity of non-invasive tree, shrub, and 
herbaceous species by techniques such as selective thinning, controlled grazing, managed 
burning, selective use of herbicides and/or the planting of native species. 

 Retain existing snags or create new snags by girdling live trees of at least one/acre.   
 Manage the riparian vegetation to provide tree canopy shade of the stream and good 

stream side cover.  
 Do not use heavy equipment such as bull dozers and tractors within the forested riparian 

zone to implement enhancement activities.  
 

.  
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Documentation Requirements for Riparian Forest Buffer – Terrestrial and Aquatic 
Wildlife Habitat 
 
Following implementation of this activity, the landowner must document: 

 Documentation of the management activities in the riparian zone for terrestrial and 
aquatic wildlife habitat. 

 Delineations on a map or aerial photo indicating the stream channel length where the 
riparian zone has improved habitat. 
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Conservation Stewardship Program 
Utah Supplemental Information 

 
Suitable woody and/or herbaceous plants 

 
Choose at least 5 species appropriate to the site, including at least 2 trees, 
2 shrubs and/or forbs or wetland plants, and 1 grass and/or wetland plant, 
from the following: Wetland plants: sedges, rushes, spikerushes, bulrushes, 
cattail; Grasses: big bluegrass, meadow brome, creeping red fescue, Letterman 
needlegrass, orchardgrass, timothy, slender wheatgrass, thickspike wheatgrass, 
western wheatgrass, basin wildrye, beardless wildrye; Forbs: red clover, cow 
parsnip, Louisiana sagewort; Shrubs: silver buffaloberry, shrubby cinquefoil, 
golden current, red-osier dogwood, elderberry, mule fat, common snowberry, 
skunkbush sumac, black twinberry, Wood’s rose, shrubby willows – Bebb, Booth, 
coyote, Drummond, Geyer planeleaf, yellow; Trees: thinleaf alder, quaking 
aspen, black birch, box elder, black cottonwood, Fremont cottonwood, narrowleaf 
cottonwood, netleaf hackberry, tree willows – arroyo, Goodding, peachleaf, red, 
Scouler, whiplash. 
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