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EQIP Special Initiative for organic production in Utah 
Overview
Organic food sales remain the fastest growing sector in the food industry, swelling by 18 percent in 2007.  
Organic food sales more than tripled, to $1.7 billion in 2007 from $393 million in 2002, according to USDA�s 
Agriculture Census.

�e Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill) provided funding speci�cally to help 
organic farmers and those agricultural producers transitioning to organic farming. In Utah, more than 
$600,000 is available through a special allotment for organic farmers through the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP).  

Financial assistance
Successful applicants will receive funding to implement six priority conservation practices designed to 
improve natural resource conditions. Not only do these practices o�er signi�cant environmental bene�ts, 
but they are also important to growers. �e six practices are: 1. Crop Rotation; #2. Cover Crop; #3. Nutrient 
Management; #4. Pest Management; #5. Prescribed Grazing; and #6. Forage Harvest Management.

Farmers who want to apply for �nancial assistance may receive up to $20,000/year and are limited to $80,000 
over a six-year period.

Conservation planning assistance
For more than 70 years, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has placed a high priority on 
helping agricultural producers with conservation plans to meet their environmental and economic goals, while 
at the same time planning for the protection of the soil, water, air and wildlife resources. 

Conservation goals are highly individual and may include transitioning to organic agriculture (or boosting 
pollinator populations, increasing biodiversity including soil-borne organisms, enhancing water quality, 
controlling invasive species or dozens of other resource-enhancing possibilities).

NRCS conservationists will come to your farm and work with you to develop a conservation plan based 
on your farm goals. �e plan will specify a timeline to implement the conservation practices. Conservation 
planning assistance is free and does not require participation in �nancial programs. Producers may be eligible 
for other conservation programs.

Confidentiality
All information provided to NRCS for conservation planning purposes is strictly con�dential.

How do I get started?
�e �rst step is to visit your local USDA Service Center and speak with the NRCS District Conservationist 
and complete an application.  


