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Noxious/Invasive

Eastern Black Nightshade

(Poisonous Plant)
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Solanum nigrum: This is an annual, thorn-less, essentially glabrous herb, .1 to1 m tall. Leaves
alternate, sinuately or coarsely toothed with slight pubescene on the undersurface, 5to 10 cm
longand 2 to 5 cm wide. Flowers are white to purple borne in an open cluster, 6 to 8mm broad.
Fruitis shiny and black when ripe and produces several seeds, which are 5 t09 mm in diameter.
Can be found throughout the south and in most of lllinois; grows along stream banks, thickets,
roadsides, row crop fields and other open disturbed areas.

A toxic alkaloid, solanine, has been isolated from this group of plants. Toxicity of these plants
varies depending upon maturity, environment and portion of the plantingested. The berries
are the most toxic part and are more toxic when they are matured. The berries of both Carolina
horsenettle and black nightshade are green when immature. However, horsenettle berries
turn yellow when mature and nightshade berries become purplish black. The leaves are also
toxic, but to a lesser degree.

All classes of livestock and humans have been poisoned. Two syndromes have been described:
acute and chronic. The acutely poisoned animals are characterized by irritation of the mouth
and gastrointestinal lesions. In the chronic form, unthriftiness, jaundiced mucous membranes,
abdominal dropsy and constipation have all been seen.

Non-specific.

* Poisonous Plant of the Southern United States
*__http://plants.usda.gov/
* Bulletin 762 Horse Nutrition, Ohio State University.

June 2004
o o
O Natural ] UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS Ill,!l,lalmlg}‘s | LG LC |
‘ ’ Conservation EXTENSION Agriculture Illinois Grassland
Service College of Agriculture, Consumer and Environmental Sciences Conservation Initiative

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family
status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-

720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal

opportunity provider and employer.





