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IL 505.10(a)(3)(iii) 
 

§IL 505.10(a)(3) Utilization and Acceptance of Non-NRCS Engineering Services 
 
Non-NRCS engineering services may be used to provide planning, design and 
construction inspection for NRCS projects.  
 

(i) For NRCS projects that utilize a Technical Service Provider (TSP), applicable 
policy can be found in the Conservation Program Manual Title 440, Part 504, 
Technical Service Provider Assistance.   The TSP takes full responsibility for the 
work product being provided: planning, design and/or construction inspection 
implemented through the TSP program.   When TSP dollars are obligated into a 
contract for a practice, the District Conservationist or representative shall provide 
a letter to the contract participant describing the roles of all parties, including 
NRCS.  A sample letter is provided in Subpart E, IL 505.43 Exhibit A.  The letter 
shall include as attachments a copy of the Statement of Work for each applicable 
practice. 

 
(ii) For work on NRCS projects utilizing non-NRCS engineering services not 

associated with the TSP program, including those services provided by 
individuals who are certified as a TSP for the work product but not acting through 
the TSP program for a particular project, the following policy applies.  The client 
in this case may be a contract participant, an agricultural producer or landowner, 
or other entity for whom NRCS is providing technical assistance. 

 
 Non-NRCS engineering services shall be provided by a professional 

consultant licensed in Illinois as a Professional Engineer or Structural 
Engineer, as applicable. 

 
 The NRCS District Conservationist or representative shall provide a letter 

to the client describing the roles of all parties, including NRCS.  A sample 
letter is provided in Subpart E, IL 505.43 Exhibit B.  The letter shall 
include the following as attachments: 
 A copy of each applicable practice standard; 
 A copy of the Statement of Work for each applicable practice; 
 A copy of the applicable Design Requirements Document(s) – IL 

505.43 Exhibit C (for practices without roofs) and/or IL 505.43 
Exhibit D (for roofed structures.) 

 
 A pre-design conference with NRCS staff, the professional consultant, 

and the contract participant or representative is recommended on all 
projects to facilitate communication early in the design process.  Other 
meetings during the design may be necessary for more complex projects. 
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 The contract participant is responsible for submitting the design and 

construction package (as described in the appropriate Design 
Requirements Document) to NRCS.  The construction drawings and 
specifications shall contain the licensed engineer’s seal and signature, 
and shall include the certification statement as stated in the appropriate 
Design Requirements Document. 

 
 For design approval, NRCS will perform a functional review of the design 

and construction package as described in NEM 505.03(b)(3).  This review 
shall be completed by an NRCS employee with the appropriate design 
engineering job approval authority and shall be documented in writing. 

 
 When the design and construction package is approved by NRCS, NRCS 

will inform the landowner in writing that construction may begin when the 
appropriate permits are obtained and after the preconstruction 
conference is held in accordance with NEM IL 512.13(d).  The 
professional consultant is responsible for providing leadership at the 
preconstruction conference. 

 
 When the construction is complete, as-built drawings and supporting 

documentation shall be provided to NRCS, along with the certification 
statement as stated in the Design Requirements Document. 

 
 For construction approval, NRCS will perform a functional review of the 

constructed practice as described in NEM 505.03(c).  This review shall be 
completed by an NRCS employee with the appropriate construction 
engineering job approval authority, and shall be documented in writing.  
When complete, the written documentation shall state that the 
constructed practice meets NRCS standards and specifications, based 
on the certification of the professional consultant. 

 
(iii) For NRCS-designed projects that utilize commercially manufactured trusses, 

NRCS shall be provided with design certification from the truss design consultant 
or company and the installer using the Roof Structure Certification forms located 
in Subpart E, IL 505.43 Exhibit E.  The truss certification shall be completed as 
follows: 
 The Truss Design form shall be completed, certified and sealed by a 

Structural Engineer licensed in Illinois. 
 A sealed and signed set of drawings for the trusses shall be included with 

the Truss Design Form. 
 The Truss Installation form shall be completed by the installer after 

construction, to document that the as-built structure meets the design 
plan. 

  


