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Table 1 - Acceptable Planting Dates by Plant Suitability Zones

Type of Seeding Plant Suitability Zone 1 Cool Season Species Warm Season Species 2

Spring
I Late Winter - June 1 Late Winter - June 15
II Late Winter - May 15 Late Winter - June 6
III Late Winter - May 15 Late Winter - June 1

Late Summer
I August 1 - September 1 Not Recommended
II August 1 - September 10 Not Recommended
III August 1 - September 20 Not Recommended

Dormant
I November 1 - Freeze-up
II November 15 - Freeze-up
III November 15 - Freeze-up

Frost 3
I February 1 - March 15 February 1 - March 15
II February 1 - March 1 February 1 - March 1
III February 1 - March 1 February 1 - March 1

1-Refer to the “Plant Suitability Zones” map located in Section II, IL-eFOTG-Climate Data or refer to 
the link: http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/references/public/IL/c12plant.pdf
2-Dates to be used when warm and cool season natives are planted in mixture.
3-Refer to Table 2 for applicable plant species. Frost seeding may be performed in December and Janu-
ary when snow cover is absent.
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Table 3; Crop Use Information (E-excellent, G=good, F=fair, P=poor)   512-11

Chart Updated 2010

Forage Species Annual or Perennial HAY Silage Continuous 
Grazing

Prescribed 
Grazing

Palatability Biomass 
Production

Legumes
Alfalfa Perennial E E P E E NR
Alsike Clover Short-lived perennial G G P G E NR
Birdsfoot Trefoil Perennial G E F G G NR
Cicer Milk Vetch Perennial F G F G E NR
Crownvetch Perennial F G F G G-F NR

Hairy Vetch a Winter annual F P P F F NR

Kura Clover Perennial G G E E E-G NR
Lespedeza (Korean) Annual F F F G G NR
Ladino Clover Perennial F G G-F E E NR
Mammoth Red Clover Short-lived perennial F G P P G NR
Medium Red Clover Short-lived perennial G E P G E NR
Sweetclover Biennial F-P G P F F NR

Cool Season Grasses
Canada Wildrye Perennial F F P E E NR
Kentucky bluegrass Perennial F G-F E E E NR
Orchardgrass Perennial E G F E F-G NR
Perennial ryegrass Short-lived perennial E E F-G G-E E NR
Red Top Perennial F F F F G-F NR
Reed canarygrass Perennial G-F G F G G-P NR
Smooth bromegrass Perennial E E F E E NR
Tall fescue Perennial G-F G G-E G-E F-P NR
Timothy Perennial E E F-P G E NR
Virginia Wildrye Perennial F F F E E NR

Warm Season Grasses
Big Bluestem Perennial G F F E G-E G
Caucasian Bluestem Perennial F F P G F G
Eastern Gamagrass Perennial E F P E E G-E
Indiangrass Perennial F F F G G G
Little Bluestem Perennial P P F G G-F NR
Prairie Dropseed Perennial F F F G G-F NR
Sideoats Grama Perennial F F F G G NR
Switchgrass Perennial F F F G G-F E

Annual Forages
Chicory Short-lived perennial P P G G G-P NR
Foxtail/German Millet Annual F F F G G-F NR
Hyb. Pearl Millets Annual F F F G G-F NR
Rape Annual P P F G E NR
Sorghum-Sudan Annual F G F G G-F G-E
Sudangrass Annual F F F G G-F G
Turnips Annual P P F G E NR

a- Used primarily as a cover crop
NR = Not Recommended
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