OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

open channel
CODE 582
	Landowner Operator:
	

	Practice Location:
	

	County: 
	
	Farm Tract No.:
	

	Prepared by:  
	
	Date: 
	


Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an inspection and maintenance program.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 10-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:

Movable and Fixed Boundary Channels

1. Inspect after significant storm events and at least annually to identify repair and maintenance needs.

2. Promptly repair or replace damaged or inoperable components or appurtenant structures.

3. Protect the components or appurtenant structures from damage by equipment and animals.  

4. Repair any settlement or erosion that occurs with soil and reseed or resurface as needed.  

5. Maintain access roads, where appropriate.
6. Vegetation, where specified, shall be maintained.  Fertilize grassed areas as needed to maintain a vigorous vegetative cover.

7. Promptly repair eroded areas.  Re-establish vegetation cover immediately where erosion has removed established vegetation.
8. Control undesirable trees and brush by mechanical or chemical (pesticides) means, where needed.  Where mowing, time the first mowing after nesting birds have hatched (about August 15).  Remove excess growth.  Do not burn or overgraze.  Pesticides will be used in accordance with label requirements and where permitted.
9. Keep machinery away from steep side slopes.  Keep equipment operators informed of all potential hazards.

10. Remove foreign materials and vegetation that are interfering with proper operation only when necessary.

11. Install and maintain a fence to keep livestock off embankments, where applicable.

Movable Boundary Channels

1. Inspect for changes in the plan form and profile.  If changes occur that are not anticipated in the original plan, consult a qualified professional to determine reason for changes, identify any needed corrective measures, and implement the corrective measures.
Fixed Boundary Channels

1. Replace any concrete blocks, rock riprap, or other structural elements that have been damaged or displaced.

2. If holes occur in filter fabric, repair immediately by overlaying damaged fabric with new material and replacing riprap or other erosion resistant material consistent with the original design.

3. Repair any erosion or damage that occurs at or near the upstream or downstream riprap keyways.

4. Check frequently for burrowing animals.  When found, remove the burrowing animals, replace embankment materials, and reseed or resurface as needed.
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