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The following plant species are non-noxious and wildlife-friendly and may be included in 
riparian herbaceous cover: 
 
Grasses and Legumes 
 
Introduced Grasses and 
Legumes 
 
Red Clover 
Redtop 
Ladino Clover 
 
Native Grasses 
 
Prairie cordgrass 
Big Bluestem 
Virginia wildrye 
Riverbank wildrye 
Switchgrass 

 
Native Wildflowers 
 

 
Common Name 

 
Scientific Name 

 
Color 

Sunlight 
Needs* 

 
Height 

Blooming 
Season 

Blue vervain Verbena hastata blue/purple f-p 2-4 ft July-Sept. 
Boneset Eupatorium 

perfoliatum 
white f-p 3-4 ft. July-Aug. 

Cardinal flower Lobelia cardinalis red f-p 2-4 ft. July-Sept. 
Great blue lobelia Lobelia siphilitica blue-violet f-p 1-4 ft Aug-Sept. 
Marsh marigold Caltha palustris yellow f 1-2 ft. Apr.-June 
New England aster Aster novae-angliae rose/purple f-p-s 1-4 ft Sept.-Oct. 
Spotted Joe pye-
weed 

Eupatorium 
maculatum 

rose f 2-6 ft July-Sept. 

Swamp milkweed Asclepias incarnata lavender f 2-4 ft July-Aug. 
Wild iris Iris shrevei purple f 2-3 ft June 
 

Water Quality and Wildlife Enhancement Activity – ANM06 -- Extending 
Existing Riparian Herbaceous Cover for Water Quality Protection and Wildlife 
Habitat


