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The following plant species are non-noxious and wildlife-friendly and may be included in 
riparian forest buffers: 
 
Grasses and Legumes 
 
Introduced Grasses and 
Legumes 
 
Orchardgrass 
Timothy 
Alfalfa 
Red Clover 
Alfalfa 
Redtop 
Alsike Clover 
White Dutch Clover 
 
Prairie Grasses 
 
Intermediate Wheatgrass 
Big Bluestem 
Eastern Gamagrass 
Switchgrass 
Indiangrass 
Little Bluestem 

 
Wildflowers 
 

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC  NAME COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC  NAME 

Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta Panicled Aster Aster lanceolatus 
Blazingstar Liatris spp. Partridge Pea Cassia chamaecrista 
Blue Vervain Verbena hastata Prairie cinquefoil Potentilla arguta 
Boneset Eupatorium perfoliatum Prairie Milkweed Aslepias sullivanti 
Bushy Aster Aster dumosus Prairie Phlox Phlox pilosa 
Butterflyweed Asclepias tuberosa  Prairie Smoke Geum triflorum 

Canada Tick Trefoil 
Desmodium 
canadense 

Purple Coneflower Echinacea angustifolia 

Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis Purple Coneflower Echinacea pupurea 
Common Beggar-
Ticks 

Bidens frondosus Purple Prairie Clover Dalea purpurea 

Common milkweed Asclepias syriaca Rattlesnake Master Eryngium yuccifolium 
Compass Plant Silphium laciniatum   Rosin Weed Silphium integrifolium   

Culver's Root 
Veronicastrum 
virginicum 

Rough Blazingstar Liatris aspera 
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Cup Plant Silphium perfoliatum 
Round Headed Bush-
Clover 

Lespedeza capitata 

Dotted Blazingstar Liatris punctata Sawtooth Sunflower 
Helianthus 
grosseserratus 

Evening Primrose Oenothera biennis Showy Goldenrod Solidago speciosa 
False Bonset Kuhnia eupatorioides Showy Penstemon Penstemon grandifloris
False Solomon’s seal Smilacina racemosa Silky Aster Aster sericeus 

Fireweed 
Epilobium 
angustifolium 

Slender Bush-Clover Lespedeza virginica 

Flowering Spurge Euphorbia corollata Smooth Aster Aster laevis 
Foxglove Beard-
Tongue 

Penstemon digitalis Sneezeweed Helenium autumnale 

Giant / Tall Sunflower Helianthus giganteus Solomon’s Seal Polygonatum biflorum 
Golden Alexanders Zizia aurea Spiderwort Tradescantia ohiensis 

Great Blue Lobelia Lobelia siphilitica 
Spotted Touch-Me-
Not 

Impatiens biflora 

Hairy Beardstongue Penstemon hirsutus 
Stiff / Prairie 
Coreopsis 

Coreopsis palmata   

Heath Aster Aster ericoides Stiff Goldenrod Solidage rigida 
Hoary Vervain Verbena stricta Stiff Tickseed Coreopsis  palmata 
Indian Paintbrush Castilleja coccinea Swamp Milkweed Asclepias incarnata 
Jack-in-the-pulpit Arisaema triphyllum Tall Bellflower Campanula americana 
Joe-Pye Weed Eupatorium maculatum Tall Blazingstar Liatris pycnostachya 
Lance-leaved / Sand 
Coreopsis 

Coreopsis lanceolata Turk’s-cap Lily Lillium michiganense 

Large-Flowered 
Trillium 

Trillium grandiflorum Violet Bush-Clover Lespedeza violacea 

Leadplant Amorpha canescens White False Indigo Baptisia lactea   
Marsh Blazingstar Liatris spicata Wild Bergamot Monarda fistulosa 
Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris Wild Columbine Aquilega canadensis 
Maximillian 
Sunflower 

Helianthus maximiliani Wild Geranium Geranium maculatum 

New England Aster Aster novae-angliae Wild Iris Iris shrevei 
New England Aster Virgulus novae-angliae Wild Lupine Lupinus perennis 
New Jersey Tea Ceanothus americanus Wild Senna Cassia hebecarpa 
Obedient plant Physostegia virginiana Woodland Sunflower Helianthus divaricatus 
Ox-eye Sunflower Heliopsis helianthoides Yarrow  Achillea millefolium 

Pale Spiked Lobelia Lobelia spicata 
Yellow / Gray-head 
coneflower 

Ratibida pinnata 

 


