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Plants suitable for riparian area enhancement for wildlife include: 
 
Trees and Shrubs 
 
Scientific Name Common Name Region* 

Alnus rugosa speckled  alder ALL 
Aronia melanocarpa black chokeberry ALL 
Aronia arbutifolia red chokeberry ALL 
Asimina triloba pawpaw SLP 
Cephalanthus occidentalis buttonbush LP 
Cornus drummondii roughleaf dogwood SLP 
Cornus amomum silky dogwood ALL 
Cornus foemina gray dogwood ALL 
Cornus stolonifera red-osier dogwood ALL 
 Crataegus spp. common  hawthorn ALL 
Dirca palustris leatherwood ALL 
Hamamelis virginiana American witchhazel ALL 
Ilex verticillata winterberry/Michigan 

Holly 
ALL 

Lindera benzoin spicebush LP 
Lonicera canadensis fly honeysuckle ALL 
Physocarpus opulifolius ninebark ALL 
Prunus virginiana chokecherry ALL 
Ribes americanum black currant ALL 
Rosa palustris swamp rose ALL 
Rubus occidentalis black raspberry ALL 
Rubus parviflorus thimbleberry UP,NLP 
Rubus strigosus red raspberry ALL 
Salix exigua sandbar willow ALL 
Salix discolor pussy willow ALL 
Sambucus canadensis elderberry ALL 
Sambucus racemosa red-berried elder ALL 
Spiraea alba meadowsweet ALL 
Staphylea trifolia American bladdernut LP 
Vaccinium  corymbosum highbush blueberry LP 
Vacccinium angustifolium low sweet blueberry ALL 
Viburnum cassinoides wild raisin NLP, UP 
Viburnum dentatum southern arrowwood SLP 
Viburnum prunifolium blackhaw SLP 
Viburnum opulus var. ameri. highbush cranberry ALL 
Vitis riparia river grape ALL 
Abies balsamea balsam fir NLP,UP 
Acer negundo boxelder ALL 
Acer nigrum black maple ALL 
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Acer rubrum red maple ALL 
Acer saccharinum silver maple ALL 
Acer spicatum mountain maple UP,NLP 
Aesculus glabra Ohio buckeye SLP 
Betula nigra river birch SLP 
Betula allegheniensis yellow birch ALL 
Carpinus caroliniana blue beech                    

UP, SLP  1 
ALL 

Carya cordiformis bitternut hickory LP 
Carya laciniosa shellbark hickory SLP 
Celtis occidentalis northern hackberry SLP 
Cornus alternifolia alternateleaf 

dogwood 
ALL 

Crataegus punctata dotted hawthorn ALL 
Fraxinus americana white ash LP, EUP 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica green/red ash ALL 
Fraxinus nigra black ash ALL 
Fraxinus quadrangulata blue ash SLP 
Gleditsia triacanthos honeylocust SLP 
Juglans nigra black walnut SLP 
Morus rubra red mulberry SLP 
Nyssa sylvatica blackgum SLP 
Platanus occidentalis American sycamore SLP 
Populus deltoides eastern cottonwood ALL 
Quercus bicolor swamp white oak SLP 
Quercus imbricaria shingle oak SLP 
Quercus macrocarpa bur oak ALL 
Quercus muehlenbergii chinkapin oak SLP 
Quercus palustris pin oak SLP 
Salix amygdaloides peachleaf willow LP 
Salix nigra black willow ALL 
Tilia americana American basswood ALL 
Ulmus americana American elm ALL 
Ulmus rubra slippery/red elm ALL 
Viburnum lentago nannyberry ALL 
Larix laricina tamarack ALL 
Picea glauca white spruce ALL 
Picea mariana black spruce ALL 
Pinus resinosa red pine ALL 
Pinus strobus eastern white pine ALL 
Thuja occidentalis Northern White-cedar ALL 
Tsuga canadensis Eastern hemlock ALL 

 
* SLP = Southern Lower Peninsula, NLP = Northern Lower Peninsula, UP = Upper 
Peninsula, ALL = All Regions of Michigan 
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Herbaceous Species 
 

 
Common Name 

 
Scientific Name 

Prairie cordgrass Spartina pectinata 
Virginia wildrye Elymus virginicus 
Riverbank wildrye Elymus riparius 
Stout woodreed Cinna arundinacea 
Switchgrass Panicum virgatum 
Canada bluejoint Calamagrostis 

canadensis 
Sedges Carex spp. 
Bulrushes Scirpus spp. 

Shoenoplectus spp., 
Bulboschoenus 
fluviatilis 

Blue vervain Verbena hastata 
Boneset Eupatorium 

perfoliatum 
Cardinal flower Lobelia cardinalis 
Great blue lobelia Lobelia siphilitica 
Marsh marigold Caltha palustris 
New England aster Aster novae-angliae
Lined aster Aster lanceolatus 
Swamp aster Aster puniceus 
False sunflower Heliopsis 

helianthoides 
Spotted Joe-pye 
weed 

Eupatorium 
maculatum 

Swamp milkweed Asclepias incarnata
Northern blueflag 
iris 

Iris versicolor 

Southern blueflag 
iris 

Iris virginica var. 
shrevei 

 


