
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Fence
Code 382
	Landowner Operator:
	

	Practice Location:
	

	County: 
	
	Farm Tract No.:
	

	Prepared by:  
	
	Date: 
	


Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an inspection and maintenance program.  Regular inspection of fences should be part of an ongoing maintenance program.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 20-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
1. Inspection of fences after storm events is necessary to ensure the continued proper function of the fence.  Promptly repair or replace damaged or broken fencing.
2. Retain and properly discard all broken fencing material and hardware.  All necessary precautions should be taken to ensure the safety of construction and maintenance crews.

3. Remove debris collected in the fencing.

4. Clear the brush from fence lines to reduce voltage loss.  Vegetative control can be achieved by herbicides applied per the manufacturer's label.

5. Remove fallen limbs and maintain proper tension on the fence wires.  Overhanging trees and limbs should be trimmed or removed as needed.

6. Maintain proper tension on the fence wires.

7. Electric fences will be regularly checked to determine the voltage on the fence.  If voltage is not sufficient, determine the cause and correct.

8. During dry weather, ground rods may need water applied to soil around them.

9. Electrified floodgates must be maintained and kept clear of debris.  During extended flooding periods, switch off the floodgates.

10. Follow your grazing plan, where appropriate.

Signatures

Landowner/Operator: _______________________  Reviewer: _______________________  Date: _________


