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USDA-NRCS OFFERS COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE

FOR REMOVAL OF DOWNED TIMBER AND ASSOCIATED PRACTICES
(City), ALA., (date) - On December 30, 2005, President George W. Bush signed into law the Defense Appropriations/Emergency Supplemental Act.  This Act authorizes funds for the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program to assist with the recovery efforts from hurricanes that occurred in 2005.  This legislation expanded the authority of Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to reimburse non-industrial forest landowners for costs associated with downed timber removal and associated practices.  Alabama NRCS has received the state allocation for landowner assistance and is now accepting applications.

Funding will focus on risk reduction associated with wildfire.  Eligible sites are areas with a high risk for wildfire and associated smoke concerns, such as near urban interface areas, transportation corridors, or near structures that would be threatened during a wildfire. Landowners in all counties adversely affected by hurricanes Katrina or Dennis, or tornadic winds associated with these events, are eligible to participate.  Most of the severe timber damage occurred in the southwestern portion of the state.  Moderate/light damage was also recorded in several counties in northwest Alabama.
Reimbursement will be provided to landowners based upon 75 percent cost-share not to exceed $150 per acre. Applications will be accepted from April 3 through April 28, 2006. Funding for applications received after that date will be contingent upon fund availability.
For more information on this program, please visit your local USDA-NRCS office at __________________________________________, phone no. _______________or visit our website at: http://www.al.nrcs.usda.gov .

# # #
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture.  NRCS provides free technical assistance to help people conserve, maintain, and improve natural resources and the environment.  Alabama landowners have access to NRCS technical assistance through a local county office.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

