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Caption---caption--caption

In Alabama, we share a deeply held
passion for the land and a strong
commitment to helping people help the land.
Regardless of the challenges or the
obstacles, we are here to serve, and we are
never, ever going to give up on our vision or
our pledge to help Alabama producers
conserve our natural resources. As we end
one fiscal year and begin another, we can be
extremely proud of the conservation efforts
we made in fiscal year 2006.

It was a record breaking year for us. The
hard work of our dedicated NRCS

employees, along with the cooperative spirit
of our Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) partners, made it possible for
Alabama to excel in our accomplishments.
I thank each of you for your contribution, and I
look forward to the challenges that fiscal year
2007 will present.

Alabama has a great conservation team!
We meet the challenge of our mission:

     “Helping People Help the Land!”

In August 2006, Alabama went through a
national NRCS program review.  It was a great
learning experience for all of us.

The team visited two field offices: Russell and
Montgomery Counties. In the photo, April Jones,
District Conservationist in Montgomery County,
answers questions from review team members Pete
Martinez (r) and Melvin Womack. April says, “I do not
know if I was praying, trying to figure out an exit
route, or just thinking of how I got myself into this
situation!” Despite April’s look of concern, the field
office visits went very well. We enjoyed having the
review team in Alabama.
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NRCSers on the Move Worldwide and at Home

Human Resources Assistant Amanda Savage,
and her husband, John, went with a group to
Malawi, a country in Africa to work at Project
Malawi. One of the activities of Project Malawi is
a food processing plant that produces bags of
food that supplies one month’s worth of nutrition
for a child. The organization feeds 80,000
orphans each month.

State Staff Forester Tim Albritton, second from right,
traveled to Zambia, Africa, often referred to as “the
bush country.” He was a member of a mission team
lead by his parents, the Rev. Walter and Dean
Albritton. The team assisted the Rev. Alfred
Kalembo, who was given 40 acres of land by the
Office of the President of Zambia. Tim assisted with
developing the agroforest potential on the land.

Former State Conservationist Ernest Todd (r) was
a member of a team from the Auburn United
Methodist Church who traveled to Bolivia, South
America.  He helped install a solar water heater in
the community of Quesimpuco, which is 300 miles
and two days of jeep travel from La Paz, the
capital of Bolivia.

On an every day basis, NRCS employees go
about “Helping People Help the Land.” In their
personal lives, many of these same individuals
expand that concept and are actively involved in their
own communities and beyond. The work we do as
federal employees is wholesome and promotes
stewardship of the land. While our employment is
rewarding, the work we do as individuals is what
warms the heart. Each of us has our own special
project which we support to help alleviate some of the
difficult conditions facing those less fortunate. We
share photos of some of our NRCS family as they
work in their special areas of interest.
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Ed Holley, DC in Barbour County, serves as
Chairman of the Board of Directors for
Southeast Alabama Rehabilitation Services, Inc.
(SARSI). SARSI is a faith-based, outpatient
facility serving people with substance abuse
addictions in southeast Alabama.  Long-range
goals are to develop a residential facility for
long-term and more intensive treatment needs.

Jennifer Wells participates in LEADERS Tour of
Australia and New Zealand

       Jennifer Wells, a member of Class VIII of the
Alabama Agriculture and Forestry Leadership
Development (LEADERS) Program, recently returned
from a 16-day international study tour of Australia and
New Zealand.  The purpose of the trip was to provide
participants with a global perspective of the
agriculture and forestry industries as well as to gain a
greater appreciation for the history, culture, and
environment of the two countries.  In New Zealand,
the group toured a kiwifruit orchard, a sheep and beef
farm, and a deer farming enterprise.  They also
attended a Hangi (feast) and a performance of the
native Maori people.  In Australia, farm and forestry
tours included cattle, vegetables, sugar cane, Radiata
pine, peanuts, bananas, avocados, and coffee.  In
addition, the group visited the Great Barrier Reef and
a tropical rainforest as well as the cities of Sydney,
Canberra, Brisbane, and Cairns.

LEADERS is a two-year program aimed at
helping Alabama farmers, landowners, and others
who work in agriculture and forestry improve their
leadership skills and gain a better understanding of
the industries.  It is a joint project of the Alabama
Cooperative Extension System, the Auburn University
College of Agriculture, and the Auburn University
School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences.  It is
supported by a large and diverse group of
agribusinesses and other organizations.  The
international trip to Australia and New Zealand is the
culmination of the two-year executive development
program for aspiring leaders in Alabama.

Lee County DC Jason Gardner traveled to
Hondorus with a group from Opelika First Baptist
Church to work at Orphanage Emmanuel, a home
to about 400 orphans. Jason says, “After a long
day of cutting lumber for the orphanage’s new
school classrooms, we were allowed to take the
kids to the store and have fun. The girl in the
black shirt painted this sign for the orphanage.
They use the kids’ talents to enhance the beauty
and help manage the daily life at the orphanage.”

Jennifer Wells, Soil Conservationist in Geneva
County, visited Australia and New Zealand as a part of
the Alabama Agriculture and Forestry Leadership
Development Program.
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Meeting News

2006 Alabama Annual RC&D Meeting

       The Northwest Alabama RC&D Council hosted
the 2006 Alabama RC&D Annual Meeting at the
Marriott Shoals Hotel and Spa in Florence, Alabama.
Conservation partners gave presentations, including
State Senator Roger Bedford and Congressman
Robert Aderholt. The Alabama RC&D program
activities command respect from national and
regional program leaders.  National RC&D President
Sharon Ruggi attended the meeting for the third year
in a row, and Southeast RC&D President Jeanette
Jamieson attended for the second year in a row.

The Annual Meeting also featured an Awards
Banquet with Ron Sparks, Alabama Commissioner of
Agriculture and Industries, as the keynote speaker.
The 2006 Alabama RC&D Award winners included:
• Outstanding Project:  Wiregrass RC&D Council

Education Program
• Outstanding Supporting Organization:

Choctawhatchee, Pea and Yellow Rivers
Watershed Management Authority

• Outstanding RC&D Program Assistant:  Michael
Fowlkes, Northwest  Alabama RC&D

• Outstanding Council:  Cawaco RC&D
• Outstanding RC&D Coordinator:  Paul Kennedy,

Cawaco RC&D
• Outstanding Council Member:  Robert Harbison,

Alabama Mountains, Rivers and Valleys RC&D

Special recognition was given to Michael
Fowlkes, Paul Kennedy, and the Cawaco RC&D
Council for receiving the Southeastern RC&D awards
for their respective category.

The meeting participants took a tour to view a
stone wall built by Tom Hendrix in memory of his
great, great grandmother, Te-lah-nay, who was a
Yuchi Indian. She was captured in the Shoals area
after the historic Trail of Tears and was sent on a
similar journey to Oklahoma.  Te-lah-nay yearned for
her homeland and escaped the reservation and
walked back to Alabama to be near the land and the
river that spoke to her. The mortarless wall is
amazing and a picture cannot capture its beauty or
grandeur. It has many bends, and is higher and wider
in some places than in others to represent her

journey through life. It took Mr. Hendrix over 27 years
to build the wall which is just off the Natchez Trace
Parkway in northern Lauderdale County.  Mr. Hendrix
continues to add to this masterpiece.  It has been
visited by persons from across the United States and
several foreign countries.  Mr. Hendrix has written a
book titled If the Legends Fade that shares the story
of Te-lah-nay and his motivation for building the wall.

The Northwest Alabama RC&D staff (Charlie
Meek, Angela Malone, and Michael Fowlkes), with an
abundance of support from the Colbert County NRCS
staff and other RC&D partners, made the 2006
meeting one to remember.

Upcoming 3rd National Conference on Grazing
Lands

Alabama NRCS will participate in the 3rd
National Conference on Grazing Lands on December
10-13, 2006, in St. Louis, Missouri. A broad scope of
subjects will be covered during
the conference to heighten
public awareness of the
economic and environmental
aspects of grazing lands.
Technical assistance will be
emphasized. The conference will
provide opportunities for exchange of
technical and management information, identification
of research needs, marketing of products, services
and other benefits of grazing. For more information,
go the conference website:
        http://www.glci.org/3NCGLindex.htm.

Tom Hendrix built
this wall in memory
of his great, great
grandmother, a
Native American who
was sent to
Oklahoma after the
Trail of Tears, but
made her way back
to Alabama.
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Cogongrass in Coosa County

From The Field

Cogongrass Eradication in Coosa/Tallapoosa
by Annette Spivey, SCT-NRCS, Coosa/Tallapoosa/Elmore

Do you know how the old saying goes, “Awe,
that won’t ever happen here.”  Well, guess what?  We
have cogongrass in Coosa and Tallapoosa Counties.

I got a call one morning from our Wildlife
Biologist Joel Glover asking me if I could go look at
what he thought was the dreaded COGONGRASS!
Of course, being a newly hired technician, I was
overly EXCITED!  He told me to grab a book about
invasive species off of his desk for our guide and
meet him.  So, off we went to Coosa County.

As we approached the suspected field, low and
behold...there was a patch of cogongrass!  Although
we were a bit distressed, it was also exciting to make
this discovery. We immediately began brainstorming
about how to eliminate this invasive species.  Coosa
County has a very active Forestry Planning
Committee of which the biologist and I are members.
We approached them with the idea of assisting the
landowner in eradicating the spot.  This would aid not
only the landowner, but it would also provide good
“PR” for the committee and insure that the spot was
treated.

The committee was thrilled to be a part of the
project.  Not long after this discovery, we had a
landowner in Tallapoosa County to call and say that
he thought he had cogongrass.  Sure enough, he had
a good acre of the stuff.  We also learned of another
landowner in Coosa that had about an acre of it in his
field.

Now, call me crazy, but I think this stuff started
appearing overnight!  Well, the new saying now is “It’s
happened here and how do we get rid of it!”  Working
together – Forestry Planning Committees, NRCS, and
Landowners – we can hopefully get a handle on this
aggressive invasive species before it gets too good of
a hold on us.

Joel Glover,
Wildlife Biologist
(r) and Annette
Spivey, SCT, on
the first
Cogongrass
discovery in
Coosa County.

District
Conservationist,

Elijah Moore,
with

Tallapoosa
County

landowner
discussing

the
cogongrass

problem.

Cogongrass in May

Cogongrass in September
after treatment
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Bench Marks No More
by Jeff Allred, Resource Engineer-North Team, Decatur,
AL

Alabama recently purchased two survey grade
GPS units that are being used by Jeff Allred and
Randy Martin.  The survey grade GPS unit consists of
a base unit and a rover with a controller.  The base
and rover can communicate with each other up to a
distance of one mile through internal antennas.  The
system can automatically (without a conventional
bench mark) determine accurate mean sea level
elevations as well as assumed elevations.  Provided
there is not much tree canopy, the system is great for
laying out terraces, waterways, diversions, ponds,
etc.  Recently, the survey grade GPS was used to
help certify the thickness of a clay liner for a
renovated lagoon with an irregular bottom.
Conventional survey methods would have been
complex and time consuming, but with the survey
grade GPS, the task was much easier and more
accurate with automatic recordings of elevations as
well as latitude and longitude.  As a matter of fact,
when the survey is finished, the user can take the
bench mark with them.

After a steep learning curve, the survey grade
GPS has turned out to be a great tool.  It can be
operated by one person where normal surveying
requires at least two or more people.  The survey
information obtained by using the unit can be
exported in several formats including waypoints which
can then be used with engineering software for
design or practice certification.  Finally, the potential
error associated with “regular” surveying is removed
because there is no need for turning points and the
user knows the level of accuracy during the survey.

Alabama NRCS will continue to look for
opportunities to use this new technology and
hopefully purchase additional units in the future.

Project Lifesaver

Lee County District Administrative Coordinator
Anne Miller is a lady who wears many hats.  Among
her many activities is President of the Opelika and
Lee County Pilot Club.  Combine her knowledge of
NRCS programs with the community needs
addressed by the Opelika and Lee County Pilot Club,
and you have a winning recipe for beneficial
community programs.

With seed money from the Mid-South Resource
Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council
through the Lee County SWCD and NRCS, the Pilot
Club of Opelika and Lee County has joined with
Sheriff Jay Jones to bring Project Lifesaver to Lee
County.  Project Lifesaver is a search and rescue
system to locate missing persons.  It is designed to
assist Alzheimer patients, those with dementia,
special needs kids such as Autism, Down’s
syndrome, and brain disorders who tend to wander,
roam or run and become lost.

Each person in the program is fitted with a
bracelet that emits a signal which can be picked up
with special equipment in the local law enforcement
office. A missing person can be located in minutes as
compared to hours using the posse system.

Sheriff Jay Jones states, “The true value of this
program is in the reassurance it gives families. The
peace of mind and sense of security provided for
these families cannot be measured in dollars, and is
just another example of the benefit of law
enforcement and the community working together to
make a positive impact in the lives of the residents of
Lee County.”

Soil conservationist Jamie Carpenter and Tommy
Moses, soil conservation technician, use survey
grade GPS to layout gradient terraces in a 100 acre
cotton field.

 Lee County law enforcement practice with the Project
Lifesaver detection equipment used to locate missing
persons.
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Trail of Tears Motorcycle Tour

The Lauderdale County SWCD/NRCS and local
Farm Service Agency were on hand in September as
thousands of motorcyclists participated in the annual
Trail of Tears event, stopping in Waterloo, Alabama.
The event commemorates the trail that the Indians
took on their journey to Oklahoma beginning in 1838
and ending in 1839.  The US government and the
state of Georgia used the 1835 New Echota Treaty to
try and force approximately 17,000 Cherokees from
their southeastern homeland. More than 3,000 were
rounded up in the summer of 1838 and loaded onto
boats. Waterloo and Tuscumbia were two of the many
landings used to transport the Indians. An estimated
4,000 Indians died from hunger, exposure, and
disease.

Motorcyclists begin their journey in Chattanooga,
Tennessee, and follow Highway 72 through Florence,
and travel on to Waterloo, Alabama.  From Waterloo,
some riders choose to go on to Oklahoma.

(l-r) Sarah Thorn, Farm Service Agency (FSA); Helen
Parker, FSA; and Brenda Hand, Lauderdale County
SWCD, talk with two Native Americans who were
attended the festival.

Presentation Photos

The State Office needed some presentation items for awards, gifts,
etc. The STC Gary Kobylski wanted something different.  He initiated a
project to seek scenic or conservation photos of Alabama from Alabama
NRCS staff.  We were overwhelmed with the number and quality of photos
received.  We received over 70 photos from across the state.  Gary chose
seven of these to initially have signed and framed.  We appreciate the time
and effort from all employees who sent in photos. Here are thumbnails of
the photos selected for the first prints.

Joan Smith, Retiree

Larry McCray, DC

Paul Kennedy, RC&D Coord

Steve Musser,  ASTC-Prog

Fay Garner, Pub Aff Assist Paul Kennedy, RC&D Coord

Steve Musser,  ASTC-Prog
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Alabama Creates November 2006 American Indian
Heritage Month Poster

November is
American Indian
Heritage Month.
Each year NRCS
distributes a poster as
a part of the month-
long event that
celebrates the
uniqueness and
important contri-
butions of American
Indians and Alaska
Natives.  Each year
an NRCS state office
is asked to design a
poster.  This year
Alabama was selected for the honor.

Artwork from native american artists is used to
create the poster.  This year, members of the Poarch
Band of Creek Indians submitted paintings for
consideration.  There were six entries that were
judged based on creativity and originality, composition
and design, and craftsmanship and skill. The judging
team was made up of two NRCS employees, and two
members of the Tribe.  The Tribal Chairman Buford
Rolin and STC Gary Kobylski tallied the scores.

Using the winning artwork, Fay Garner, Public
Affairs Assistant, designed the poster and submitted it
to the General Printing Office (GPO) for printing and
distribution to NRCS offices across the country.

Alabama was honored to design this year’s
poster. It’s a beautiful work of art and one that we are
proud of. Each field office was sent a copy of the
poster. Individual copies of the poster are available
for employees; contact the public affairs staff.

Special thanks go to David Elliott, American
Indian/Alaska Native Special Emphasis Program
Manager (SEPM), for helping coordinate the artwork
entries.

Check out the American Indian Heritage
Month site on the Alabama NRCS Civil Rights
website for more information on the event and on the
artist.

News from Special Emphasis Program Managers (SEPM)

National Hispanic Heritage Month

This event is celebrated September 15 through
October 15.  This year’s theme was “Hispanic
Americans: Our Rich Culture Contributing to America’s
Future.”  Here is a greeting from Evelyn Bostick,
Human Resources Assistant.

¡Hola, compañeros de NRCS!
Hello, fellow NRCS employees.  I will be following

in Carolyn King’s footsteps as the new Hispanic SEPM
for Alabama NRCS.  I was born of Hispanic parents and
lived in Panama, Puerto Rico, and Costa Rica.  I look
forward to sharing my personal knowledge of the
Hispanic people
and their culture
with you.  While
living in Enterprise,
Alabama, I taught
college Spanish as
a substitute
teacher.  As a
volunteer, I also
have taught English as a Second Language (ESL) in
Enterprise and at Columbus State University in
Columbus, Georgia.  I look forward to working with you,
not only in the personnel arena, but now as the
Hispanic SEPM.

Disability Awareness Month

October is also Disability Employment Awareness
Month.  As part of this event, SEPM Charlie Ramsey
sent out disability information
to all NRCS/SWCD
employees.  President George
H. W. Bush signed into law
the Americans with Disabilities
Act, that guarantees equal
opportunity for people with
disabilities in public
accommodations, commercial
facilities, trans-portation,
employment, state and local
government services and tele-
communications.
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Alabama Receives CCPI Grant

The David Hodges Farm near Guntersville,
Alabama, was the site of the announcement of the
awarding of a $198,000 Cooperative Conservation
Partnership Initiative (CCPI) grant to Alabama’s
Mountains, Rivers, and Valleys (AMRV) RC&D
Council.  Grant funds will be used to coordinate the
use of poultry litter to provide energy for Alabama
industries. CCPI is a voluntary program, administered
by NRCS, which fosters conservation partnerships
that focus technical and financial resources on
conservation issues in watersheds. The AMRV RC&D
Council is a non-profit corporation that works in eight
north Alabama counties to help rural communities
deal with natural resource and quality of life issues.

The CCPI grant will bring together poultry litter
stakeholders in the Sand Mountain-Lake Guntersville
watershed area in north Alabama to plan for a
centralized poultry litter collection and distribution
system. The goal is to supply potential industries and
value added users with litter for alternative energy
production. The current preferred method of poultry
manure (litter) disposal is by land application to crops
or pastureland. The litter is rich in organic matter and
nutrients that farmers need for successful crop
production. The problem, however, is that after years
of land application on the same fields, the pH levels
can build up and eventually leach into waterways.
This can result in poor water quality and fish kills.

According to Dr. Bert Bock, project principal
planner, “Poultry litter could be a cost effective energy
alternative to fossil fuels. The problem is, potential
industrial users know very little about using poultry
litter as a fuel.”

Mike Roden, Coordinator of the AMRV-RC&D
council, said, “One of the good things about this effort
is that universities, agricultural agencies, poultry
companies, private industry, certified animal waste
vendors and farmers will all be involved and have
input in the project development.”

John Eason, Chairman of the AMTV-RC&D,
said, “Announcement of the CCPI grant at the David
Hodges farm was not by accident. His farm was a
prime location given his involvement with the Sand
Mountain-Lake Guntersville Watershed Conservancy
District, and the fact that he is already participating
with RC&D on innovative ways to manage litter.”

Hodges said, “We are trying to find ways to help
poultry producers stay in business. We have the
means, resources, and technologies to do new
things. We just need to maximize on those efforts.”

So, what does all of this mean? Hopefully, in about
a year’s time, north Alabama industries and poultry
producers will have their questions answered. Poultry
farmers will have new opportunities to sell their litter and
industries will have an economical fuel source. A side
benefit will be that the waters of the Sand Mountain-
Lake Guntersville area will run just a little clearer.

Gerald Willis, Special Assistant to the NRCS Chief, was
on hand to officially announce the award.

This recently-revised poster provides historical
events that have occurred between 1507 and
2006 in the time frame that it takes the earth to
form one inch of soil.  Limited copies are
available from the Public Affairs in the State
Office.  Multiple copies should be ordered from
1-888-LANDCARE.
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by Vic Payne, Water Quality Coordinator, Alabama Soil and
Water Conservation Committee, Montgomery, AL

When we sit down to our Thanksgiving dinner
this year, we will give thanks for the abundance of
food on the table and for so many other blessings
that we enjoy in this great country. While we’re giving
thanks for the food, however, we might also consider
giving thanks for the large amount of water needed to
bring that food to the table.

Did you know it takes about 120 gallons of water
to produce one egg and 300 gallons to “grow” a loaf
of bread? That meal of one hamburger, fries and soft
drink requires 1,500 gallons of water.

And what about that Thanksgiving dinner? If the
meal is for eight people, 20,000 to 40,000 gallons of
water would be required to grow and process the food
and get it on the table. Here’s a breakout:

Item                               Gallons of water needed
20-pound turkey 16,300
Stuffing   6,004
Scalloped potatoes      610
Corn   1,824
Green beans   1,000
Carrots   1,000
Fresh fruit salad   2,000
Cranberry sauce      360
Broccoli      220
Butter/margarine      920
Gravy      400
Milk      960
Pumpkin pie      620
Water to drink          1
Coffee      100
Total 32,319

Personnel

Accessions
Cortez Brundage, Contract Specialist, Auburn, AL

Promotions
Duane Andrews, Soil Conservation Technician,

Linden, AL
Matt Copeland, Soil Conservation Technician,

Hamilton, AL
Anne Cross, Soil Conservationist, Guntersville, AL
Linda McGraw from Secretary, Tuscaloosa, AL  to

Area Admin Coordinator, Central Team, Columbiana, AL

Trent Mathews from Soil Conservationist,
Rainsville, Alabama to District Conservationist,
Mobile, AL

Carl Pennington from District Conservationist,
Jackson, Alabama to Resource Conservationist,
Grove Hill, AL

Wade Williams, Soil Conservation Technician,
Eutaw, AL
Resignation

Sharon Stone, Secretary, Oxford, AL
Scholarship Recipient Summer Intern

Omayra Ortiz Santiago, Guntersville, AL,
University of Puerto Rico

Water Needed For That Turkey Dinner

That’s enough water to fill a 50 by 110 foot
swimming pool six feet deep.

 Water is such an important commodity in our
daily lives and in the life of our country. When we turn
on the spigot, we expect clean, clear water to flow
out. And we rarely give a thought as to how it arrived
at our kitchen sink in such good condition. But it took
a lot of work and equipment to take it from a stream,
lake or river or from the groundwater, to clean it of
bacteria, sediment and other debris, and pump it to
our homes.

While community water works and sewer boards
are working around the clock to provide the highest
quality water to their customers, other agencies and
individuals are working to help prevent water quality
problems on the land that drains to the treatment
pickup points. One of these groups is the county soil
and water conservation districts across Alabama. This
group works with land owners and farmers throughout
the county to help install conservation practices that
benefit not only the land in the immediate watershed
but also the downstream users of water that drains
from their lands.

On Thanksgiving when we take time to offer
special thanks for the many blessings that are ours,
we should consider some of those blessings that we
take for granted. One of these is certainly an
abundant, healthful supply of clean water.

USDA is an equal opportunity employment agency.




