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 February  2012 Eagle Aviary 

The Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma developed an eagle   
rehabilitation program to protect injured eagles and 
increase community awareness of wildlife and Native 
American culture. The Grey Snow Eagle House was 
completed in January 2006 through funds provided 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) and 
the Iowa Tribe. The Grey Snow Eagle House operates 
under two USFWS permits. The Religious-Use Permit 
allows the Tribe to house eagles that are non-
releasable due to the nature or severity of the inju-
ries. This permit also allows the tribe to gather natu-
rally molted feathers and distribute them to tribal 
members for use in cultural ceremonies. The second 
permit allows the Tribe to rehabilitate eagles for their 
eventual release. The Iowa Tribe is the first tribe in 
the country to be permitted through the USFWS as 
Eagle Rehabilitators.  

As of November,  the Grey Snow Eagle House houses 
35 non-releasable eagles (7 Golden Eagles and 28 
Bald Eagles) which are cared for by an Aviary     
Manager, 6 staff members and volunteers.  The Tribe 
has successfully rehabilitated eight Bald Eagles and     
released them back into the wild.   

Objectives of the American 
Indian/Alaska Native Special 
Emphasis Program include: 

 

 Support the unique 
role of American Indians 
and Alaskan Natives 
within the Federal       
Government system. 

 
 Recruit potential 
American Indian/Alaskan 
Native employees.  

 
 Build coalitions with 
appropriate advocacy 
groups that support the 
NRCS mission. 

 
 Encourage the       
participation of       
American Indian and 
Alaska Natives in all 
NRCS sponsored         
programs and activities. 

 

First Alabamians Exhibit Opens at State Archives 

On August 26, 2011, the Grand Opening festivities for The First Alabamians exhibit was held in 
Montgomery.  The two new exhibits, The First Alabamians and The Land of Alabama,  tell the 

story of the earliest days of Alabama History.  These exhibits contain murals, interactive maps,  
and artifacts that illustrate Alabama’s natural resources and products from the land. 

The exhibits at the Alabama Department of Archives and History are open Monday through     
Saturday. 8:30 am– 4:30pm. To learn more about the exhibits visit www.archives.alabama.gov. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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 AIAN Heritage Month Celebration 

November is American Indian Heritage Month 

 

Joe Gardinski, GIS Special‐
ist in the State Office, and 
his wife Juanita offered to 
host a luncheon on        
November 29 in the State   
Office to celebrate   
American Indian Heritage 
Month.  

Juanita volunteered to 
prepare buffalo stew and 
Indian tacos.  

Teresa Paglione gave a 
short technical presenta‐
tion about her work relat‐
ing to American Indian  
Heritage.   

In November Rory 
Stephens, SCT in Mont‐
gomery County,  visited 
the National Museum of 
the American Indian.  He 
shared photos from his 
trip to help create a 
PowerPoint presentation 
that  was shown in the 
large conference room 
during the luncheon.  

Many places throughout 
Alabama  take their 

names from the languages 
of the indigenous    

American Indian tribes.  

 Alabama and Alabama River 
- named for the Alibamu, a 
tribe whose name derives 

from a Choctaw phrase 
meaning either "thicket-

clearers" or "plant-cutters" 
(from albah, (medicinal 

plants) and amo, (to clear).  

Cree Prophecy 
Only after the last tree has been cut down, only after the last river has 
been poisoned,  only after the last fish has been caught, only then will 

you find that money can not be eaten.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama_River�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama_(people)�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Choctaw_language�
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