The Agricultural Water Enhancement Program
(AWEP) is a voluntary conservation program
under the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incen-
tives Program (EQIP). AWEP provides financial
and technical assistance to farmers and ranch-
ers to assist them in applying agricultural water
enhancement activities that conserve ground
and surface water and improve water quality on
agricultural lands. NRCS may carry out AWEP
by entering into contracts with agricultural
producers who apply directly or through part-
nership agreements with entities that apply on
behalf of agricultural producers.

The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (2008 Farm Bill) established AWEP and
replaced the Ground and Surface Water Con-
servation Program.

AWEP’s purposes — to promote ground and
surface water conservation and improve water
quality — are achieved by having producers

implement agricultural water enhancement ac-
tivities. These include:

*  Water quality or water conservation plan
development, including resource condition
assessment and modeling;

*  Water quality or quantity restoration or en-
hancement projects;

* Irrigation system improvement or irrigation
efficiency enhancement;

* Activities designed to mitigate the effects of
drought; and

e Other related activities deemed by the Sec-
retary to help achieve water quality or water
conservation benefits on agricultural land.

An agricultural producer may apply directly to
NRCS for financial or technical assistance to im-
plement agricultural water enhancement activi-
ties. Producers who apply directly to NRCS must
be eligible for EQIP and selected applications
will be subject to applicable EQIP requirements.
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An eligible entity may apply for EQIP funds

to be brought into the state. The entity may
submit a proposal on behalf of a group of
agricultural producers. An eligible entity may
be a Federally-recognized Tribe, State, unit of
local government, agricultural or silvicultural
association, or other such group of agricultural
producers.

An application submitted by an entity is select-
ed competitively and must include the following:

* Description of the geographic area to be
covered by the agreement;

* Description of the agricultural water quality
or water conservation issues to be covered
by the agreement;

* Description of agricultural water enhance-
ment objectives to be achieved through the
partnership;

* Description of the partners collaborating to
achieve the project objectives, as well as
the roles, responsibilities, and capabilities
of each partner; and

* Description of the program resources re-
quired for the project.



In evaluating an application, NRCS may give

higher priority to proposals that:

* Include a high percentage of agricultural
land and producers in an region or area;

* Resultin high levels of applied agricultural
water quality and water conservation
activities;

* Significantly enhance agricultural activity;

* Allow for monitoring and evaluation;

* Assist producers in meeting a regulatory
requirement;

* Leverage Federal funds with those provided
by the potential partner.

More Information

For more information and updates about AWEP
and other Farm Bill topics, contact your local
NRCS office or visit the Alabama NRCS web-
site: http://www.al.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
awep.

NRCS field offices are listed in the telephone
directory under U.S. Department of Agriculture
or on-line at http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov.

Irrigation systems with drop nozzles save water.

NRCS--Who We Are

NRCS collaborates with farmers, ranchers,
communities, and other individuals and groups to
protect natural resources on private lands.

Working with these customers, we identify

natural resource concerns, such as water quality
and quantity issues, soil erosion, air quality,
wetlands and wildlife habitat, and develop unique
conservation plans for restoring and protecting
resources. Funds to implement these plans are
made available in Farm Bill programs that share
the cost of conservation for the benefit of the farm,
the watershed, and the community. Conservation
easement programs, also in the Farm Bill, provide
long-term options.

NRCS helps Alabama and the Nation balance
economic goals with the needs of the environment—
ensuring sustainable productive lands that supply
food, fiber, forest products, and energy for all.

DR. WILLIAM E. PUCKETT
State Conservationist
334-887-4500
William.Puckett@al.usda.gov

www.al.nrcs.usda.gov

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If
you believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, participating
in a USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from
USDA, you may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination
complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status,
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign, and mail a program discrimination
complaint form, available at any USDA office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov, or write
to: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20250-9410, Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional
information, the appropriate office or to request documents. Individuals who are deaf,

hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay
service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider, employer, and lender. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)
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