GROWING UNDER COVER: INCREASING FARM INCOME

Got yourself a fancy High Tunnel (hoophouse) and want help learning how to make the best use of it?

Right now three Growing Under Cover Learning Networks are being established in Alabama to help growers with
high tunnels to increase their income. Participation is free to Alabama farmers.

What is a Learning Network?

Each Learning Network will consist of 15 farmers who are ready to take action to
improve crop production in their high tunnels. The 15 farmers will come together 4
times for full day field trainings and hands-on lessons. In addition, farmers will also
share with each other their successes and failures so that all can benefit from the
experiences of others.

Where are these Learning Networks?
Learning Network participants can be from anywhere in Alabama as long as they can
commit up front to being at each of the 4 field trainings that will be held for their group.
The West Alabama Learning Network will meet in Marengo County
The East Alabama Learning Network will meet in Barbour County
The North-Central Alabama Learning Network will likely meet somewhere near Cullman County.

When are the Field Trainings?
The field trainings will take place in February, March, April and June of 2013. Exact dates are not set yet, as it will
depend on when Learning Network participants can meet.

The West Alabama Learning Network may meet on the second Friday of the month.

The East Alabama Learning Network may meet on the second Saturday of the month

The North-Central Alabama Learning Network may meet on following Monday each month.

What will we learn at the Field Trainings?

Lessons to be provided will be for those new to high tunnel production. Topics we’ll cover will include, but not be
limited to, Market Plans, Crop Selection, Planting Schedules, Continuous Harvests, Soil Preparation, Soil Fertility,
Planting Techniques, Irrigation, Sustainable Pest, Weed and Disease Management, Temperature Management,
Harvesting, and Post-Harvest Handling and Packaging.

Who will conduct these Field Trainings?
The field trainings will be led by producers from Alabama with experience in high tunnel production, along with

experts from Alabama’s land-grant institutions. The Leaning Networks are made possible by a grant from the
USDA Risk Management Agency. The Southern Sustainable Agriculture Working Group (Southern SAWG) is the
lead organization. The Alabama Sustainable Agriculture Network (ASAN) and The United Christian Community
Association (TUCCA) are partners.

How do | apply to participate in one of these Learning Networks?
For the East Alabama and the West Alabama Learning Networks, contact:

Andrew Williams, TUCCA, 334-216-1344 or andrewwilliamse6@yahoo.com
For the North-Central Alabama Learning Network, contact:
Karen Wynne, ASAN, 256-520-2400 or karen@crotovina.com

To learn more about Southern SAWG, go to www.ssawg.org



The United Christian Community Association

1618 Marengo County Road #65, Safford, AL 36773, Ph:334-627-3970

The United Christian Community Association (TUCCA) and the Southern Sustainable
Agriculture Working Group (SSAWG) would like to invite you to join the high tunnel learning
network for West Alabama and East Alabama .This network program entitled “Growing Under
Cover” is designed to provide training in how to create wealth by extending vegetable production
seasons.

We plan to schedule four local workshops at the Alabama Rural Heritage Center in Thomaston,
Alabama as well as on various farms in Southeast Alabama. Topics of discussion will range from
marketing plans, crop selections, pest control, disease, weed management, irrigation and other
protocols such as packaging and handling. Training sessions will be conducted by educators such
as Mr. Victor Khan, a plant breeder and plastic cultural researcher from Tuskegee University.
The trainings are tentatively scheduled for the second Friday of each month at the Rural Heritage
Center in Thomaston, Alabama and the following Saturday in southeast Alabama at a pre-
determined locations.

Again, these trainings are designed to help you use your High Tunnel Hoop House to create
wealth and become a part of a network of producers that can approach major markets with farm
raised products. However, in order to participate you have to make a major commitment by
agreeing to attend four (4) local workshops and share such knowledge with others in your area.

If you want to participate you can reserve your seat by completing the attached application and
submitting it back to TUCCA by the December 18, 2012 deadline. Application can be mailed
or e-mailed to the address on the application.



Hoop House High Tunnel Learning Network
“Growing Under Cover”
Application

Thank you for being interested in learning more about how to use your High Tunnel Hoop House
to Create Wealth in your community. This application will help The United Christian
Community Association (TUCCA) learn more about you and your commitment level as it relates
to this training and becoming a part of the “Hoop House Production Network”. You don’t have
to write a lot, but you can use additional paper if you desire to tell more about your operation.
Please mail this application to TUCCA by December 18, 2012, or you can send by e-mail to:

The United Christian Community Association (TUCCA)
C/O Andrew Williams

1618 Marengo County Road #65

Safford, AL 36773

334-216-1344 (cell)

Andrewwilliams66@yahoo.com

Fax: 334-627-3934

Name

Farm Name

Address

County

Phone

Fax

E-mail

*Please Complete Back Of Page And Sign*



Reason for having a “High Tunnel Hoop House”?

What are you producing in your High Tunnel right now?

How long have you had your High Tunnel or when do you plan to construct such?

What is the size of your High Tunnel and how many do you own or have access
to?

What do you see as your biggest challenge with growing in your High Tunnel?

What kind of help do you need from TUCCA and other partners to help you reach
your goal with your Hoop House?

Are you committed to attending four local training workshops in your region at your
expense (travel and lunch) during the month of February, March, April and June of 2013?

I have read all of the information pertaining to this learning network call “Growing Under
Cover” and | commit to attend the course and agree to pass on my training to others.

Name

Signature

Date



