o NRCS United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service Telephone: 732-537-6040
220 Davidson Ave, 4" Floor Fax: 732-537-6095
Somerset, NJ 08873-4115 Web site: http://www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov

NEW JERSEY BULLETIN NO. NJ180-9-1

Date: March 10, 2009

Subject: CPA - Conservation Planning Certification Policy for NJ

Purpose: To distribute new conservation planning certification policy for NJ to NRCS staff.

Expiration Date: September 30, 2009

Background: Conservation planners from NRCS staff, partner agency staff and Technical
Service Providers need to meet minimum educational and training requirements in order to
prepare conservation plans for NRCS approval in NJ.

The attached documents provide information on the qualifications required and the essential
knowledge, skills and abilities necessary in order to become a certified conservation planner in
NJ. Potential conservation planners should follow these guidelines carefully to ensure they can
become certified in a timely manner. Supervisors should use this information to prepare training
plans for their employees. '

Any conservation planners currently certified will still need to meet the requirements of
“Certification Maintenance” outlined in section (e) of the criteria document as well as the review
every three years outlined in section (f). Uncertified planners, who feel they meet the new
criteria, can request certification at this time.

If you have any questions about conservation planning certification contact Tim Dunne, SRC at

732-537-6051 or tim.dunne@nj.usda.qov .
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Minimum Criteria to Achieve an NRCS Certified Conservation Planner
Designation in New Jersey

Certified Conservation Planners must meet the NRCS qualifications for the 457 Soil
Conservationist series; or 401 Natural Resource Specialist series with at least one 3 credit
soils course, at an accredited college or university.

NRCS New Jersey certified conservation planner candidates must meet the following
minimum criteria:

(@) NRCS training: Complete all online Aglearn NEDC modules of the following:
http://www.aglearn.usda.gov/

1. NRCS Conservation Planning Course - 3 parts, nine modules.
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/NEDC/consplan/overview.pdf

Part 1-online, then complete the field review (c-2) below. The State Conservationist
may provide the person a letter of waiver of this requirement, if the individual has
previously demonstrated competence in RMS plan development.

2. Environmental Compliance for Conservation Assistance
http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/envcom.htmil

3. Introduction to the Field Office Technical Guide
http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/introfotg.html

4. Introduction to Water Quality http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/introdh20.html

5. Nutrient and Pest Management Track 1, Part 1.
http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/nutandpest.html

6. Pest Management Track 2, Part 1.
http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/nutandpest.htmi

7. Soil Quality Assessment and Applications for Field Staff (classroom and field, availability
and budget permitting) http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/soilqualasses.html

8. Any new relevant topics to Farm Bill funding opportunities (such as energy conservation,
air quality enhancement, pollinator habitat, organic farming, etc.) will be added to the NRCS
required training list as they become available on Aglearn.

(b) NRCS New Jersey in-state training on soils, agronomy, engineering and other relevant
natural resource topics as available.

(¢) Candidates must possess and demonstrate the following knowledge, skills, and abilities:



(1) Awareness of the National Conservation Program.
(2) Skill in applying the NRCS Conservation Planning Process.

(3) Ability to plan and implement conservation practices common to the geographic area.
Engineering Job Approval designation shall be used to evaluate ability for NRCS employees
if applicable. -

(4) Knowledge of NRCS Field Office Technical Guide standards and specifications for
applicable conservation practices in the State and locality.

(5) sSkill in applying approved erosion prediction technology (Revised Universal Soil Loss
Equation 2).

(6) Skill in using applicable site vulnerability assessment tools. (WIN-PST, etc.)
(7) Knowledge of Federal, State, tribal, and local laws and regulations.

Candidates will use attachment A - Essential Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities Leading to
Certification for documentation.

(d) Candidates must meet following additional minimum qualifications and criteria for
conservation planning assistance:

1. At least two years of active planning experience in the field. At least six plans shall have
been developed independently. Of these plans, at least two different types of operations
shall be represented: (annual grain production, perennial forage production, vegetable
production, fruit production, wildlife management, livestock production, forest
management) Plans should incorporate a system of conservation practices that include
engineering and vegetative or management based alternatives to address resource concerns
adequately.

2. Candidates must complete at least one field reviewed Resource Management System
(RMS) plan for a conservation management unit (CMU).

(1) The planner will be accompanied to the field by the State Conservationist's
designee to meet with the decision maker.

(2) The candidate will be expected to demonstrate competency in the planning
process and plan development.

(3) The observer will evaluate the planner's involvement with the decision-maker
(landowner or land operator) in the planning process and whether all resource
concerns associated with the CMU are adequately addressed.

(4) Field reviewed plans must be approved by the State Conservationist or designee
prior to final delivery to the decision maker.

(e) Certification maintenance, training: NRCS certified conservation planners are
responsible for keeping their own education needs updated to increase their skill level.
Certified planners will be encouraged to pursue continuing education through Aglearn,
University, other agencies or organizations and other suitable avenues. Planners and their
supervisors are expected to co-operate to address educational needs through the annual
development and updating of the Individual Development Plan. Training to maintain and
update conservation planning skills must, at a minimum, occur once every three years.



(1) The State Conservationist may determine the type and minimum hours of training
necessary to maintain the certified conservation planner designation.

(2) Supervisors and certified conservation planners share the responsibility to
identify and provide opportunities for employees to achieve needed maintenance or
additional knowledge enhancement requirements.

(3) NRCS certified conservation planners are responsible for keeping their own
records of training completed and providing the information to NRCS as evidence of
meeting the minimum certification requirements.

(f) Certification maintenance, performance: Planners will be evaluated for competence
through review of completed plans.

(1) Each certified conservation planner's designation will be reviewed at least once
every three years by the State Conservationist or designee.

(2) A sufficient number of conservation plans will be reviewed to determine that the
conservation plans meet the NRCS planning policy and follow the procedures and
guidelines listed in the NPPH. 2 plans are the minimum.

(3) If an individual fails to meet the criteria for the certified conservation planner
designation, the status will be revoked and the individual must be re-certified before
providing conservation planning assistance.

(9) The State Conservationist is the certifying official for conservation planners within the
conservation partnership. Technical Service Providers will certify their own individuals based
on the above criteria.
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