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Embedded Energy is energy used for production or 
‘captured’ in fertilizer and pesticides. 
Photosynthetic energy is energy derived directly from 
the sun. 
Direct energy comes from a non-farm source such as 
electric utility, kerosene, diesel, etc., and is used for 
things like heating, lighting, and transportation. 
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Participant ___________________________________  Crop Year___________ 
 

 
Agriculture faces rising costs for energy, regardless of 
whether the energy is embedded, photosynthetic, or 
direct. CSP encourages farmers to review how they use 
energy in their operations and look for ways to reduce 
costs, improve energy efficiency, and reduce impacts on 
the environment.  

Definition – An energy audit is the first step in energy management. An energy audit 
identifies and evaluates energy management opportunities on the farm. During an audit, 
a baseline is developed to characterize and record energy use, and provide the basis 
for measuring improvements. Individual unit operations, processes, and major energy-
consuming equipment are evaluated to identify energy management opportunities and 
high-return-on-investment projects. Typically an action report is produced that describes 
the baseline, each conservation opportunity area, an estimate of the cost to implement 
the changes, the savings that will be generated, and an estimation of the payback 
period.  

Who Performs Energy Audits? – Farmers and ranchers interested in receiving an 
enhancement payment for an energy audit may hire a professional contractor or utility of 
their choice to conduct the audit. Operators should ensure that the contractor has 
relevant educational and professional experience, has a successful track record, can 
provide objective advice, has declared any financial relationships with equipment 
vendors or service companies, and has qualified staff. 

Self-Audits – In some areas contractors or utilities are not readily available to perform 
energy audits on farms. A self-audit process is being developed. Farmers will be 
allowed to use this process to establish a baseline energy usage from which they can 
document energy savings over the life of the CSP contract. Payments will not be made 
for self-audits, themselves, however. 



 
 
 

  
 

 
Documentation Required: A receipt from the professional energy auditor is required 
prior to payment approval.  
 
 
 
I certify that I performed an energy audit of my entire farming operation as specified on 
this job sheet, and documented these results in order to track future progress in energy 
use reductions. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________  _____________________ 
Signature         Date    
 
 
 
 


