
 
Answer to Fall 2012 PMC Veg Quiz: 

Yellow wild indigo (Baptisia 
sphaerocarpa) Nutt 

Green Facts 
………………………….. 

The fastest speed a falling 
raindrop can hit you is 18mph 

 
http://immenseknowledge.blogspot.com/

2006/10/50-interesting-science-
facts.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Returning Employee 

In December 2012, the Golden Meadow Plant Materials Center 
welcomed back a former employee.  After working 9 years as 
Program Clerk at the PMC, Alexis Luke accepted the position as 
Program Assistant.  While Alexis was not employed at the PMC, 
she pursued a new career working with financial investments.  
When asked why she wanted to come back, she stated, “I was 
born and raised on the bayou and the PMC has a special place in 
my heart and I have no intentions of leaving again.”  The staff at 
the Center is very glad to have you back! 
  

Getting The Word Out 

The PMC set up a plant release display at this year’s 
La Fête D’Ecologie Festival.  Hundreds of visitors 
stopped by the display and received informational 
brochures about NRCS programs and detailed 
information about the PMC’s release plants.  
Children visiting the booth enjoyed participating in 
several conservation friendly games and learned 
how to preserve the Earth’s natural resources.   

La Fête D’Ecologie is an annual, one-day festival 
with distinct Louisiana flair.  This festival is a celebration of the amazing environment, 
rich history, and the unique blend of cultures found in the Barataria-Terrebonne National 
Estuary. This national estuary is the 4.2 million acres between the Atchafalaya and 
Mississippi Rivers (including the City of Morgan City) and, much like its people, is truly 
unique. It is also the most rapidly disappearing area on earth and is one of the world’s 
richest natural resources providing fisheries, rich farmland and oil and gas resources to 
the nation.  We would like to thank St. Mary and Lafourche-Terrebonne Soil Water and 
Conservation District’s for their participation and assistance with this year’s booth. 
 

Getting A Head Start 
United Houma Nation (UHN) Youth Council Members 
and youth of the United Houma Nation visited the 
PMC to assist in the propagation of Caminada 
Germplasm seaoats (Uniola paniculata).  The Center 
appreciates the help it receives from numerous 
volunteer groups that assist with plant propagation.  
These plants will be available for eligible nursery 
growers in the summer of 2013.   

The United Houma Nation is a state recognized tribe of approximately 17,000 tribal 
citizens residing within a six-parish (county) service area encompassing 4,570 square 
miles. The six parishes, Terrebonne, Lafourche, Jefferson, St. Mary, St. Bernard and 
Plaquemines parishes are located along the southeastern coast of Louisiana.  
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The Mission of the NRCS Plant Materials Program: 
   
We develop and transfer plant materials and plant technology for the conservation of natural resources.  In working with a broad range of plant species, including 
grasses, forbs, trees, and shrubs, the program seeks to address priority needs of field offices and land managers in both public and private sectors.  Emphasis is focused 
on using native plants as a sustainable way to solve conservation problems and protect ecosystems.   

If you would like more information call us at (985) 475-5280 or visit our web site at http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/lapmc 
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Middle School Students Trying to Make A Difference 

The Golden Meadow Plant Materials Center supplied 
400 stems of Fourchon Germplasm bitter panicum 
(Panicum amarum) to the Larose-Cut Off Middle School 
Science Ambassador Club members.  The plants will be 
grown and cared for by the club members and will be 
transferred to a restoration site at the Grand Isle State 
Park later this spring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Thank You from The Field 

Sophe Kilchrist with the St. Mary Parish Soil and Water 
Conservation District was provided wetland plants and 
native seed by the PMC for educational purposes for the 
2013 St. Mary Parish 4H Fair.  Sophe’s reply is as follows:  

We concluded the St. Mary 4H Fair -- a great success and 
thank you very much for lending the plants for our display 
and teaching me the importance of coastal wetland plants.  I 
was able to relay what you have taught me to hundreds of 
visitors. The St. Mary 4H Fair educational section was set up 
in a large gym where each group of 4H’ers (over 11 schools 
and 30 groups) received presentations and performed hands-
on activities dealing with every aspect of the Wetlands 
(coastal loss, plants, animals, salinity, plantings, bear habitat 
etc). The students came to our two booths first: I gave a talk 
about coastal land loss over the years, wetland functions, and 
wetland habitat. Then, the students traveled to booth two – 
where the kids learned about native seeds (provided by you), 
marsh grasses and trees that populate wetlands. We saw over 
350 kids and gave 30 presentations! Thank you again for the 
native plants and seeds that you donated and being so kind to 
give us a tour of the PMC.  It was a great help.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Louisiana Native Plant Initiative 

In 2012, many different species of native forbs and grasses 
including Indiangrass (Sorghastrum nutans) and eastern 
gamagrass (Tripsacum dactyloides) were being evaluated for 
potential releases through LNPI.  Seeds from the Indiangrass 
and eastern gamagrass breeder blocks at the Nicholls State 
University farm was collected in 2011 and germinated at the 
PMC in 2012.  The Center produced over 5,500 seedlings of 
Indiangrass and over 2,000 seedlings of eastern gamagrass that 
were transplanted back into fields on the Nicholls Farm to 
establish seed increase blocks.  Seed production fields were 
planted using a mechanical vegetable planter. 

The seed increase blocks will provide additional seed harvest 
opportunities to support the release of new varieties.  

 

 
I Want to Plant Natives 
What is a native plant? Native plants are those that were 
growing naturally in the area before humans introduced 
plants from distant places.  Any plant that was present at 
the time Europeans arrived in North America may be 
referred to as a native.  

Other plants that were brought into these regions since 
Europeans began bringing plants to North America are 
commonly called introduced, alien or exotic. 

Native plants include all kinds of plants from grasses 
and wildflowers to mosses, ferns, shrubs, and trees.  
Each native plant is a member of a community that 
includes other plants, animals and microorganisms. The 
natural balance keeps each species in check, allowing it 
to thrive in conditions where it is suited. Thus, native 
species rarely become invasive, as plants introduced 
from other areas can be.  
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