State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes
Doyle Conner Agriculture Building 
1911 S.W. 34th Street Gainesville, Florida 32608. 
July 7, 2009
Greg Hendricks, State Resource Conservationist, NRCS, opened the meeting by introducing Michele Laur, Acting State Conservationist for Florida NRCS. Michele gave a brief biography of her work background. Currently she is working for USDA and is an Air Quality Engineer, where she is responsible for reviewing conservation practice standards, EPA rules, and air quality issues.

The first presentation was presented by Greg Hendricks for Russell Johnson concerning Biomass Crop Assistance (BCA). This program is a new program for the Farm Service Agency and the program supports the establishment and production of crops for conversion to bio-energy in project areas and to assist with the collection, harvest, storage and transportation of eligible material for use in biomass conversion facilities. The full scale program implementation is currently scheduled for the 2010 crop year. The BCAP regulations are expected to be published in the Federal Register in the near future. A copy of the presentation is attached.
Mr. John Winfree from the Nature Conservancy gave the next presentation on the Wetland Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP) and Reserved Rights Pilot Program. The Reserved Rights Pilot Program is a provision of Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program in new Farm Bill. The landowner may retain grazing rights, if the land is compatible and consistent with the restoration. The compensation is the usual WRP valuation less the value of retained grazing right. The pros of the Wetland Reserve Program are they are well funded, provides for easement and restoration, and is one hundred percent paid. The cons are retirement program and agricultural restrictions on grazing. A copy of the presentation is attached.
Marty Mesh of the Florida Organic Growers gave the next presentation on the organic agriculture opportunities in Florida. Organic production defined by the National Organic Program is a production system that is managed to respond to site-specific conditions by integrating cultural, biological, and mechanical practices that foster cycling of resources, promote ecological balance, and conserve biodiversity.  In Florida the organic industry accounts for over 14,000 acres, 116 growers/livestock producers and 207 total operations. In the future the organic growers in Florida seeks cooperation among Florida agriculture stakeholders (NRCS, FDACS, producer associations, FOG, et al.) to promote broad producer awareness of the availability of EQIP Organic/Transitional conservation cost share; what EQIP provides and what it requires; and how to participate in EQIP. A copy of the presentation is attached.
Mike Ziegler an Agricultural Resource Manager in Indian River spoke about the citrus industry in Florida. They work with SJRWMD and SFWMD and have adopted all conservation practices concerning water. Eighty-five percent of the growers are using Best Management Practices. The industry has been affected by the hurricanes in 2004, 2005, and Tropical Storm Fay. Citrus Canker has hurt the industry in recent years. Since the fruit is not affected except for spots on the outside of the oranges a proposal has been made to allow for out of state shipments. There are many different figures that predict the life span of the citrus industry in the state if nothing changes to stoop the removal of trees. Some of the predictions are fifteen years, ten years, five years, and as little as three years.
Dr. Y Ping Hsieh from Florida A&M University made a presentation on Quantifying Soil Erosion and Sediment Yield in Managed and Non-Managed Landscapes: Challenges and Opportunities. Soil erosion is one of the most important watershed processes in nature yet quantifying it under field conditions is still a challenge as seen from the criticisms in literature. Dr. Hsieh uses the mesh bag method to determine the amount of soil erosion. Mesh bags do not trap eroded soil (just mark the original soil surface before an erosion event), so they do not disturb or restrict runoffs. They measure the redistribution of the eroded soil remained in a plot after the erosion event. The amount of eroded soil in the plot is estimated by: (soil sampled by the mesh bags)/(area of the mesh bags)  in g/cm2 or ton/ha. This method is sensitive (<0.1 t/ha), simple and flexible: requires no physical construction of boundaries of a plot. It is suitable for field condition and landscape scale applications. Dr. Hsieh stated that the study indicates that most eroded soil and its associated nutrients moved within a field with slopes <10 % under mild to moderate erosion conditions. This explains why measured sediment yield is only a fraction of the eroded soil. It is time for us to look soil erosion and conservation problems using alternative technologies other than USLE and RUSLE. A copy of the presentation is attached.
Dr. Margaret Gitau from Florida A&M University introduced one of her graduate students, Kenya Rolle, that is studying the Dissemination of Fecal Coli forms, Juniper Creek, NW Florida. Water quality problems are dissolved oxygen and fecal coli forms. The potential sources of contamination are livestock 98%, wildlife 0.155%, domestic animals 1.25%, and septic tanks 0.212%. Ms. Rolle is using the HSPF method in her studies. The characteristics of HSPF are the components: hydrology, sediment transport, water quality, fecal coli form, produces a time history of water quality at any point in the watershed, model assumes well mixed conditions, ontinuous model, single event simulation, input: hourly data, and output: hourly, daily, monthly, annually. Ms. Rolle still needs to complete input preparation, run HSPF model, calibrate/validate, model runs, and make recommendations for management/Areas needing management before finishing her study. A copy of the presentation is attached.
Jeff Woods, Ken Morgan, Katura Wright, and Steve Boetger gave an overview of NRCS programs. EQIP had 1,276 eligible applications for $17 million, this includes 45 eligible applications for organic growers. WHIP has 62 applicants and four contracts for $1,013,000.00; $500,00.00 in additional funds has been requested. The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) involves agricultural lands and non-industry forest lands (private). The program is concerned with water quality, water quantity, animals, and plants. Steve asked that any comments be sent to him by 7/17/09, on crop rotation (see attachment). WRP has 50 applications, 30 applications ranked, there are eligibility changes, length of ownership, units of government are no longer eligible to participate, etc. Anticipate $60 million in financial assistance for WRP this year and 13 easement properties to be acquired. GRP has 23 applications for 25,000 acres, at an estimated cost of for $11.9 million, requested additional funds; $ 4.4. million has been requested in additional funds.
Michele Laur started the open discussion of FY 2010 programs by discussing a Bill before Congress that addresses climate change, both temporary and permanent. She stated that this has been a bad budget year and she doesn’t think FY 2010 will be any better. To address these challenges, Florida NRCS is using “tiger team” approaches to move staff to locations with greater workload demands as we work to put conservation on the ground.
Comments were made on the new Manual/Title 440-Programs, Part 501 – USDA Conservation Program Delivery, Subpart B – State Technical Committees. A copy was furnished to those present. There is a meeting today in Tallahassee concerning rating bodies of water in Florida. The representative from the Florida Wildlife Conservation Commission distributed a copy of a new brochure “Private Landowners and Wildlife in Florida”.

Michele thanked everyone for their attendance and adjourned the meeting.
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