State Technical Committee Meeting Minutes

Doyle Conner Agriculture Building
Gainesville, Florida

March 17, 2009
10:00 AM

Present: Steve Boetger, NRCS; Cal Brooks, FDACS-DOF; John Chamberlain, AFCD; David Core, FDOF;  Frank Ellis, NRCS; Tony Grossman, FDOF; Glenn Horvath, SRWMD; Jerry Joiner, Joiner Consulting Inc.; Russell Johnson, FSA; Joel Love, FDACS-Ag Water Policy; Mark Luchte, SWFWMD; Jesse Markle, SFWMD; Robert Nelson, The Nature Conservancy; Jeff Norville, NRCS; Mbuya Odemari, FAMU; Dr. Sunil Pancholy, FAMU; Scott Phillips, FRWA;  Juan Rodriguez, Florida Organic Growers & Consumers; Scott Sanders, FFWCC; Ray Scott, FDACS; Jeff Schmidt, NRCS; Paul Still, AFCD; Bonnie Stine, Division of Forestry; Bob Stobaugh, NRCS; Tom Weber, NRCS; Benita Whalen, SFWMD; Jeff Whealton, SWFWMD; Jeff White, NRCS; Jesse Wilson, NRCS; John Winfree, TNC; Jeffrey Woods, NRCS; Ed Wright, NRCS; Chris Wynn, FFWCC; Mike Ziegler, Ag Resource Mgmt.; Benita Rogers, NRCS
Opening Remarks – Jeffrey Woods, Assistant State Conservationist - Programs, NRCS: Mr. Woods opened the meeting and welcomed everyone on behalf of Carlos Suarez, who was unable to attend. 
The mission of the State Technical Committee is to advise and give guidance on the Farm Bill activities and for you to bring issues to the table on priority resource concerns or technical issues for implementing Farm Bill Cost-Share programs.  To discuss what are the resource needs within the state and for us to convey how NRCS utilizes the Farm Bill here in Florida.  This is an advisory committee and very important to NRCS in our efforts to deliver effective conservation programs in Florida. 
Rural and Family Land Protection Program – Cal Brooks, Rural Lands Coordinator, FDACS-DOF:  Mr. Brooks discussed the process of establishing the Rural and Family Land Protection Program, the partner agencies that helped, and the purpose of the program.  The Act became law in 2001.  There are three components: Rural Economy, Growth Management, and Natural Resource component. The funding became available in 2008.  There is a committee meeting scheduled for March 27, 2009, at 9:00 AM, in the Conner Building, Tallahassee, Florida.  The committee members will review and comment on the 35 projects and then rate the projects.  The focus is on maintaining the agriculture land base of Florida.  Mr. Brooks stated that you can contact him for any questions or comments at the telephone number 850-414-9929 or e-mail address brooksc1@doacs.state.fl.us.
Resource Conserving Crop Rotations – Steve Boetger, State Agronomist, NRCS: 
Mr. Boetger had a PowerPoint presentation on Resource Conserving Crop Rotation, the new payment activity in the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).  He gave the definition as: A rotation consisting of at least one annual crop combined with two or more years of a perennial grass and/or legume.   – or –   A minimum of three different full-season crops where at least 1/3 of the rotation includes a crop defined as a resource conserving crop.  The benefits are: Reduce wind and water erosion; increase soil organic matter; improve soil fertility and tilth; interrupt pest cycles; and reduce depletion of soil moisture or reduce the need for irrigation.  The criteria: Implementation requires the adoption of the rotation for the term of the contract (starting in year one); Rotation will consist of: 1. Minimum of at least one annual crop combined with two or more years of a perennial grass and/or legume. 2. Minimum of three different full-season crops where at least 1/3 of the rotation shall include a resource conserving crop defined as one of the following: a) A perennial grass and/or close growing legume grown for forage, seed or other conservation purposes.  b) A cover or green manure crop following at least one of the annual harvested crops.  This shall follow the same planned crop each time progressing through the rotation and repeating the rotation.  c) A small grain grown in combination with a grass or legume, whether inter-seeded or planted in succession.
Working Ag. Lands & Easement Programs – Jeffrey Woods, NRCS: Mr. Woods did a presentation on the 2008 Farm Bill.  He discussed the purpose, funding, statutory changes, significant Rule changes, application deadlines, enrollment options, application procedure, and gave a summary of the following 2008 Farm Bill Conservation Programs in Florida: Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP); Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG); Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP); Agriculture Water Enhancement Program (AWEP); Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI); Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG), Grassland Reserve Program (GRP); Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP); Wetland Reserve Program (WRP); and the Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP).
NRCS & DOF Signs Updated MOU:  The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Division of Forestry and Natural Resources Conservation Service was recently updated.  This document formalizes the continued strong partnership between the NRCS and DOF.  Neither Carlos Suarez, State Conservationist, NRCS nor Jim Karels, Director, Division of Forestry was able to attend the meeting.  They were represented by Jeffry Woods, NRCS and David Core, DOF for the signing ceremony. 
Mr. Woods expressed his appreciation for everyone coming and adjourned the meeting at 11:25a.m. 
Next Meeting:  No date was set for the next meeting; it will be scheduled at a later date.
