
NRCS Mandatory Programs 

Section Overview: 

Upon completion of this section you will be able to recognize the program purpose, 
activities conducted and accomplishments reported under each mandatory program in 
your state, as well as the statutory limitations posed by these funded programs. 
 
Mandatory funds are based on limits in statute-they can not be funded above the limits. 
Congress may act to change the spending that current law allows. 
 
Many NRCS mandatory programs are funded through Farm Bills which represent funding 
for 5 or more years. Some mandatory programs are funded through special appropriations 
acts. 
 
Many of the NRCS mandatory programs are undergoing rule making as a result of the 
passage of the 2008 Farm Bill, known as the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008.    
 
 

Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/AMA/index.html 

Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) provides cost share assistance to agricultural 

producers to voluntarily address issues such as water management, water quality, and erosion 

control by incorporating conservation into their farming operations. Producers may construct or 

improve water management structures or irrigation structures; plant trees for windbreaks or to 

improve water quality; and mitigate risk through production diversification or resource 

conservation practices, including soil erosion control, integrated pest management, or transition 

to organic farming.  NRCS has proposed an interim final rule with requests for comments. Please 

see the link below for details. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/AMA_Interim_Rule_2008.pdf 

 

Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ccpi/index.html 

The Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI) is a voluntary program established to 

foster conservation partnerships that focus technical and financial resources on conservation 

priorities in watersheds and airsheds of special significance. Under CCPI, funds are awarded to 

State and local governments and agencies; Indian tribes; and non-governmental organizations 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/AMA/index.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/AMA_Interim_Rule_2008.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ccpi/index.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ccpi/index.html


that have a history of working with agricultural producers. The CCPI is a component of the 

Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) program, established under authorities provided by the 

Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act of 1935, 16 U.S.C. 590a et seq. NRCS administers 

CCPI. 

 

Conservation Security Program (CSP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/ 

CSP is a voluntary program that provides financial and technical assistance to promote the 

conservation and improvement of soil, water, air, energy, plant and animal life, and other 

conservation purposes on Tribal and private working lands. Working lands include cropland, 

grassland, prairie land, improved pasture, and range land, as well as forested land that is an 

incidental part of an agriculture operation. The program is available in all 50 States, the 

Caribbean Area and the Pacific Basin area. The program provides equitable access to benefits to 

all producers, regardless of size of operation, crops produced, or geographic location. 

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (2002 Farm Bill) (Pub. L. 107-171) 

amended the Food Security Act of 1985 to authorize the program. CSP is administered by 

USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 

 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CStP) 

Program under development 

 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/ 

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) was reauthorized in the Farm Security and 

Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Farm Bill) to provide a voluntary conservation program for farmers 

and ranchers that promotes agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible 

national goals. EQIP offers financial and technical help to assist eligible participants install or 

implement structural and management practices on eligible agricultural land. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/


EQIP offers contracts with a minimum term that ends one year after the implementation of the last 

scheduled practices and a maximum term of ten years. These contracts provide incentive 

payments and cost-shares to implement conservation practices. Persons who are engaged in 

livestock or agricultural production on eligible land may participate in the EQIP program. EQIP 

activities are carried out according to an environmental quality incentives program plan of 

operations developed in conjunction with the producer that identifies the appropriate conservation 

practice or practices to address the resource concerns. The practices are subject to NRCS 

technical standards adapted for local conditions.  

EQIP may cost-share up to 75 percent of the costs of certain conservation practices. Incentive 

payments may be provided for up to three years to encourage producers to carry out 

management practices they may not otherwise use without the incentive. However, limited 

resource producers and beginning farmers and ranchers may be eligible for cost-shares up to 90 

percent. Farmers and ranchers may elect to use a certified third-party provider for technical 

assistance. An individual or entity may not receive, directly or indirectly, cost-share or incentive 

payments that, in the aggregate, exceed $450,000 for all EQIP contracts entered during the term 

of the Farm Bill.   NRCS has proposed an interim final rule with requests for comments. Please 

see the link below for details. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/eqip1-15-09.pdf 

 

Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/ 
Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) is a voluntary program intended to stimulate the 

development and adoption of innovative conservation approaches and technologies while 

leveraging Federal investment in environmental enhancement and protection, in conjunction with 

agricultural production. Under CIG, Environmental Quality Incentives Program funds are used to 

award competitive grants to non-Federal governmental or non-governmental organizations, 

Tribes, or individuals. CIG enables NRCS to work with other public and private entities to 

accelerate technology transfer and adoption of promising technologies and approaches to 

address some of the Nation's most pressing natural resource concerns. CIG will benefit 

agricultural producers by providing more options for environmental enhancement and compliance 

with Federal, State, and local regulations. NRCS administers CIG. 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/eqip1-15-09.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/


The Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/chesapeakebay/chesapeakebay.
html 

The Chesapeake Bay Watershed is the largest estuary in North America and encompasses part 

of six states: New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia and West Virginia. 

Agriculture and non-federal forested lands account for more than half of the land use in the Bay 

watershed.  

 

NRCS provides technical assistance to farmers in the Chesapeake Bay watershed to plan and 

apply conservation practices to improve water quality, restore wetlands, and enhance wildlife 

habitat.  Financial assistance is provided through Farm Bill programs to help implement these 

practices.  

 

Agriculture has been doing its part to improve natural resource conditions in the Bay watershed. 

Farmers are planting stream buffers for cleaner water, fencing cattle out of streams, properly 

managing manure, and installing other conservation practices. This year, the Chesapeake Bay 

Watershed Initiative will be funded under EQIP. The program is undergoing rulemaking.  See: 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/ChesaBay.pdf 

 

Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/awep/index.html 

The Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) is a voluntary conservation initiative that 

enables the use of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) along with resources of 

eligible partners to provide financial and technical assistance to owners and operators of 

agricultural lands.  

 

Eligible producers who participate in a project area identified in an approved partner agreement, 

and have an active application EQIP program application, may be approved for assistance.  

 

Under AWEP, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) enters into partnership 

agreements with eligible entities that want to promote ground and surface water conservation or 

improve water quality on agricultural lands.  The Secretary of Agriculture has delegated the 

authority for AWEP to the NRCS Chief. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/chesapeakebay/chesapeakebay.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/chesapeakebay/chesapeakebay.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/ChesaBay.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/awep/index.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/awep/index.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/index.html


 

Farm and Ranchland Protection Program (FRPP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/frpp/ 

The Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program (FRPP) provides matching funds to help 

purchase development rights to keep productive farm and ranchland in agricultural uses. Working 

through existing programs, USDA partners with State, tribal, or local governments and non-

governmental organizations to acquire conservation easements or other interests in land from 

landowners. USDA provides up to 50 percent of the fair market easement value of the 

conservation easement. 

To qualify, farmland must: be part of a pending offer from a State, tribe, or local farmland 

protection program; be privately owned; have a conservation plan for highly erodible land; be 

large enough to sustain agricultural production; be accessible to markets for what the land 

produces; have adequate infrastructure and agricultural support services; and have surrounding 

parcels of land that can support long-term agricultural production. Depending on funding 

availability, proposals must be submitted by the eligible entities to the appropriate NRCS State 

Office during the application window. NRCS has proposed an interim final rule with requests for 

comments. Please see the link below for details. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/frpp_final.pdf 

 

Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/GRP/ 

The Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is a voluntary program offering landowners the 

opportunity to protect, restore, and enhance grasslands on their property. Section 2401 of the 

Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Pub.) L. 107-171) amended the Food Security 

Act of 1985 to authorize this program. The Natural Resources Conservation Service, Farm 

Service Agency and Forest Service are coordinating implementation of GRP, which helps 

landowners restore and protect grassland, rangeland, pastureland, shrubland and certain other 

lands and provides assistance for rehabilitating grasslands. The program will conserve vulnerable 

grasslands from conversion to cropland or other uses and conserve valuable grasslands by 

helping maintain viable ranching operations. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/frpp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/frpp_final.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/GRP/


Grasslands make up the largest land cover on America's private lands. Privately-owned 

grasslands and shrublands cover more than 525 million acres in the United States. For the first 

time, the U.S. Department of Agriculture will direct financial resources and technical expertise to 

help landowners protect and restore these lands. NRCS has proposed an interim final rule with 

requests for comments. Please see the link below for details. 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/grp_final.pdf 

 

Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/HFRP/ProgInfo/oldHFRPInfo/H
FRPProgramInfo.html 

The Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP) is a voluntary program established for the 

purpose of restoring and enhancing forest ecosystems to: 1) promote the recovery of threatened 

and endangered species, 2) improve biodiversity; and 3) enhance carbon sequestration. The 

HFRP was signed into law as part of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003. The program is 

authorized to be carried out from 2004 through 2008.  NRCS has proposed a rule with requests 

for comments. Please see the link below for details.  
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/hfrp1-14-09.pdf 

 

Wetlands Reserve Program 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp/ 

The Wetlands Reserve Program is a voluntary program offering landowners the opportunity to 

protect, restore, and enhance wetlands on their property.  The USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical and financial support to help landowners with 

their wetland restoration efforts.  The NRCS goal is to achieve the greatest wetland functions and 

values, along with optimum wildlife habitat, on every acre enrolled in the program.  This program 

offers landowners an opportunity to establish long-term conservation and wildlife practices and 

protection.  NRCS has proposed an interim final rule with requests for comments. Please see the 

link below for details. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/wrp1-15-09.pdf 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/grp_final.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/HFRP/ProgInfo/oldHFRPInfo/HFRPProgramInfo.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/HFRP/ProgInfo/oldHFRPInfo/HFRPProgramInfo.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/hfrp1-14-09.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/wrp1-15-09.pdf


Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip/ 

The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program for people who want to 

develop and improve wildlife habitat primarily on private land. Through WHIP USDA's Natural 

Resources Conservation Service provides both technical assistance and up to 75 percent cost-

share assistance to establish and improve fish and wildlife habitat. WHIP agreements between 

NRCS and the participant generally last from 5 to 10 years from the date the agreement is 

signed. 

WHIP has proven to be a highly effective and widely accepted program across the country. By 

targeting wildlife habitat projects on all lands and aquatic areas, WHIP provides assistance to 

conservation minded landowners.  

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 reauthorized WHIP as a voluntary approach 

to improving wildlife habitat in our Nation. Program administration of WHIP is provided under the 

Natural Resources Conservation Service.  NRCS has proposed an interim final rule with requests 

for comments. Please see the link below for details. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/whip_final.pdf 

 

Summary: 

Now you will be able to recognize the program purpose, activities conducted and 
accomplishments reported under each mandatory program in your state, as well as the 
statutory limitations posed by these funded programs. 

Here a few questions to test your knowledge: 

1. Mandatory program funding 

A.   is based on limits set in program statutes 

B.   is used for Farm Bill programs 

C.   all of the above 

 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2008/pdfs/whip_final.pdf


2. CIG is a program funded using 

A. EQIP funding 

B. CSP and AMA funding 

C. all of the above 

 

Now arrange a date to discuss these questions with your State Program Manager and 

Supervisor: 

1. What NRCS activities are performed in the following programs in your State? In your 

office? 

 
• EQIP 

 
• AMA  

 
• WHIP  

 

2. What natural resource priorities in your State were addressed by EQIP, AMA and WHIP? 

 

 

3. What land uses or types of agricultural operations benefitted from these programs? 

 

 

4. What performance measures are reported when employees work in these programs? 

 

 



5. What partnership programs are leveraged in your state as a result of activities performed 

by NRCS in these programs? 

 
 
 

 

6. What was your TA and FA allocation last fiscal year for these programs? 

 

 

7. How much FA did your State obligate for each program? 

 

 

8. How many staff years (FTEs) did each allocation support in your State budget? 

 
 
 
 
 

Section Completed 
 
______________________________Date____ 
District Conservationist Initials 
 
_____________________________Date_____ 
Supervisor Initials 
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