
Legislative Authorities 

Agency Historical Perspective 
  
Overview: This section is intended to describe the historical aspect of the Soil 

Conservation Service from its inception to present day NRCS and trends in funding. Below 

are links to graphs that show trends of different agency funding categories. 

 

Summary: Upon completion of this module you should comprehend the historical aspects 

and authorities of SCS and NRCS. 

 

For an agency historical perspective, read the following: 

 

https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/70th_Anniversary/NRCS_Time_Line.pdf 

 

ftp://ftp-

fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ME/EffectiveDCLearning/LegislativeAuthorities/HughBennett_SES.pdf  

 

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ME/EffectiveDCLearning/LegislativeAuthorities/1985FSA.pdf  

 

Question: 

Inquire and describe the early beginnings of NRCS and Districts in your state. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please take a few moments to review the following trend documents: 

 

https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/Budget/Historical_Budget_and_Staffing_Tren

ds/5_Trends_in_Staff_Year_Costs_FY_2003_FY_2007_Est.pdf 

 

https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/Budget/Historical_Budget_and_Staffing_Tren

ds/4_Historical_Staffing_Trends_FY_1934_to_Today.pdf 

 

https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/70th_Anniversary/NRCS_Time_Line.pdf
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ME/EffectiveDCLearning/LegislativeAuthorities/HughBennett_SES.pdf
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ME/EffectiveDCLearning/LegislativeAuthorities/HughBennett_SES.pdf
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ME/EffectiveDCLearning/LegislativeAuthorities/1985FSA.pdf
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/Budget/Historical_Budget_and_Staffing_Trends/5_Trends_in_Staff_Year_Costs_FY_2003_FY_2007_Est.pdf
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/Budget/Historical_Budget_and_Staffing_Trends/5_Trends_in_Staff_Year_Costs_FY_2003_FY_2007_Est.pdf
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/Budget/Historical_Budget_and_Staffing_Trends/4_Historical_Staffing_Trends_FY_1934_to_Today.pdf
https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/Budget/Historical_Budget_and_Staffing_Trends/4_Historical_Staffing_Trends_FY_1934_to_Today.pdf


https://my.nrcs.usda.gov/PortalStatic/Accountability/Budget/Historical_Budget_and_Staffing_Tren

ds/6_Trends_in_Conservation_Budgets_Activities_FY_1934_FY_2006.pdf 

 

Question: 

Describe the trend of agency funding for your state over the past decade for Financial Assistance 

and Technical Assistance? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: You should have a comprehension of the history of the agency. 
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