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PART 409 – CONSERVATION PLANNING POLICY 

ME409.11  Minimum Standards for Providers of Conservation Technical 
Assistance Associated with Conservation Planning that Includes 
Pest Management 

(b)(1)  Successfully pass the State of Maine Board of Pesticide Control “Core” exam. 

(c)(2)  All pest management components of NRCS conservation plans will be signed by 
NRCS Certified Specialist in Pest Management.  A list of NRCS Certified Specialist in Pest 
Management is maintained by State Resource Conservationists. 

(f)(1)  The certified Pest Management specialist’s supervisor will determine the type and 
minimum hours of training necessary to maintain the certified Pest Management specialist 
designation.  Training to maintain and update Pest Management planning skills must at a 
minimum, occur once every three years.  The supervisor of the certified Pest Management 
specialist in recommending the recertification of the certified Pest Management specialist is 
certifying that this continued training required has been met. 

(h)(1)  Is a NRCS Certified Conservation Planner. 

(h)(2)  Successfully completes NRCS “Introduction to Water Quality” course. 

(h)(3)  Successfully completes Pest Management Track of NRCS “Nutrient and Pest 
Management Considerations in Conservation Planning” course. 

(h)(4)  Demonstrates skill in using Windows Pesticide Screening Tool (WIN-PST).  This skill 
will be determined by an individual seeking certification submitting a conservation plan that 
uses WIN-PST to the State Conservationist’s designee. 

(h)(5)  Demonstrates skill in developing pest management component of a conservation plan 
by developing a conservation plan with Pest Management (Code 595) conservation practice 
in it and submitting it for review to the State Conservationist’s designee. 

(h)(6)  Employee has an approved Individual Certification Rating for the planning and 
application level 3 or 4 for Code 595.  See Exhibit 3b. 

(i)(1)  See Attachment H for list of positions that are required to be Certified Specialist in 
Pest Management. 

(i)(2)  For a certified Pest Management Specialist to become recertified, the certified Pest 
Management Specialist’s supervisor will field review employee’s work and skills in the area 
of Pest Management.  If work and skills meet required level, supervisor will recommend to 
SRC that certification in Pest Management be extended.   

(i)(3)  If quality of a certified individual’s technical work is documented as not meeting 
NRCS requirements and policy – this individual may decertified. 

 

 


