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NRCS Announces Funding for 
Living Snow Fence Initiative 
in North Dakota. 

Natural Resources Conservation 

Service State Conservationist Paul 

Sweeney has announced that NRCS 

will provide funding targeted to living 

snow fence projects. In North Dakota, 

$500,000 in financial assistance is 

available to producers. Producers 

have the opportunity to apply for 

Living Snow Fence Initiative funding 

until March 4, 2011. 

Living Snow Fence Initiative funding is 

provided through the Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), a 

voluntary conservation program 

administered by NRCS that promotes 

agricultural production and 

environmental quality as compatible 

national goals. Similar to field 

windbreaks and shelterbelts, living 

snow fences help manage snow 

deposits by protecting buildings, 

roads, and other property. They can 

also be designed and placed to 

provide cover for livestock or wildlife 

and to collect snow to increase soil 

moisture and nearby water supplies. 

Funds are available to pay for tree 

plantings and establishment costs. 

NRCS Living SnowNRCS Living Snow 
Fence Initiative:Fence Initiative: 
Protecting North Dakota’s 
Roads, Buildings and 
Communities from Blowing 
Snow 
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EQIP Living Snow Fence 
Initiative 

The Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation 
program offering farmers and ranchers a 
tool to address their natural resource 
concerns while achieving the most 
environmental benefits through locally 
developed priority areas and natural 
resource concerns. 

EQIP provides practice payment incentives 
encouraging producers to implement 
structural, vegetative, and management 
practices. 

Through EQIP’s Living Snow Fence 
Initiative, NRCS will offer financial assistance 
to eligible producers for tree plantings and 
establishment costs. Once established, a 
living snow fence controls snow deposits 
protecting buildings, roads, and other 
property. These snow fences can also be 
designed to provide cover for livestock and 
to collect snow to increase soil moisture and 
nearby water supplies. 

Did you know that living snow fences 
can help stop blowing snow? 
Living snow fences can make a difference in North 
Dakota. In areas of high winds and blowing snow, 
living snow fences can reduce the cost of snow 
removal. Living snow fences are designed 
plantings of trees and/or shrubs located along 
roads or around communities and farmsteads. 
When properly designed and placed, these living 
barriers trap snow as it blows across fields, piling it 
up before it reaches a road, farmstead, or 
community. 

In areas of high winds and blowing snow, living 
snow fences serve the dual purpose of modifying 
climatic factors and providing snow control. In 
open areas, wind lifts, carries, and deposits 
snowflakes just as it does soil particles. By 
modifying wind flow, blowing snow can be 
distributed over a field or deposited within a given 
area. Roads protected by living snow fences report 
fewer accidents and lower snow removal costs. 
Livestock feeding costs and home heating costs are 
also reduced when protected by living snow 
fences.  

Is financial assistance available 
through the EQIP Living Snow 
Fence Initiative? 

Five hundred thousand dollars in financial 
assistance has been allocated to the EQIP 
Living Snow Fence Initiative during 2011. 
Funds are available to eligible producers 
to pay for tree plantings and establishment 
costs. 

The NRCS is accepting applications for the 

Living Snow Fence Initiative until March 
4, 2011. 

Those interested in applying  for the 
Living Snow Fence Initiative can contact 
their local NRCS field office or visit 
www.nd.nrcs.usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 
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