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Conservation Violation Process Revised
Potential noncompliance reported Potential noncompliance

Potential noncompliance observed

observation, describe the activity,
notify the District Conservationist.

v

. . ; through a whistleblower observed during a
during technical assistance : . 7
complaint compliance review
¢ \ 4 v
. Maintain a confidential report of Request that FSA issue
NRCS staff will document the noncompliance separate from the case file. oo PEAJEER aine) alaE

Do not report the name of the complainant or
enter their name in the case file. Follow ND

Tracking Protocol. form AD-1026.

the most current
compliance certification on

Request FSA-569 from the FSA CED in
writing (FSA should provide within 7 days)

Is the owner and/or operator a USDA
program participant?

¢ No

Conversion property owner(s) and/or operator(s)

Check pre-1986 aerial photos to help
determine if Farm Bill wetland restrictions
apply.

Review all applicable photography to

For whistleblower, Notify complainant in writing

Within 10 days, check with FSA office — |-~ 1 that the issue has been addressed. However, the

law requires results to be kept confidential.

If no potential violation,
FSA will notify nonparticipating

that there was no wetland conversion.

v

Complete FSA-569

Non Participant & return to FSA

determine when the potential wetland <«
violation may have occurred. Review AD-
1026 to see if wetland questions were
answered correctly.
3 NO
( USDA Program Participant A

| Conversion

YES
;

Make an appointment for a site visit, perform certified wetland

boundaries as applicable.

v

determination, flag and GPS data points and wetland -

Within 10 days of completing the field determination, all parties
having a legal interest in the property shall be notified in writing of
the following (via certified mail):
- If an WC exemption applies
- NRCS preliminary technical determination with:

all appropriate appeal rights

(see Conservation Program Appeals flowchart)

letter of notification

maps

factual determination and analysis

NRCS-CPA-026E

If there is a potential violation,
FSA will notify nonparticipating property
owner(s) and/or operator(s) that the
conversion will result in future ineligibility
for USDA benefits covered by the HELC
and WC provisions.

I If refused access to the site,
i = - indicate that in the space provided
on the FSA-569 and return to FSA.

If the determination is not appealed, the preliminary
technical determination becomes final 30 days after

_l> the USDA participant received the notification.

Complete Part C of the FSA-569 and transmit it to
FSA CED. If the determination is appealed by
producer, see the Conservation Program Appeals
Flowchart.

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD)."



