
(CPA-038 Request or AD-1026, Question 10 A or B checked Yes)

Is there an as-built plan for the surface 
or subsurface drainage system?

Evaluate the soil within and 
adjacent to the open ditch.

Can an original profile be 
determined?

Drainage system is open 
or surface system?

Drainage system is 
closed or subsurface 

system?

Is there enough existing tile 
to determine the location, 
size, depth, and zone of 

influence? 

YES

NO

NO

YES

Examine aerial photographs, wetland maps, field information.  
Estimate the zone of influence for the original drainage system. 

Use water table draw down equations appropriate for the situation 
(e.g., van Schilfgaarde equation, Drainmod), or other tools to 

estimate the ditch profile that would produce the observed 
drainage scope and effect.

YES

NO

Use the original drainage profile as determined 
through as-built plans, soil borings, or calculated with 

water table draw down equations to authorize and 
document drainage maintenance.
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Thoroughly document the methods used, supporting 
information (aerial photographs, field data, soil borings, 
equations), and the results.  This information must be in 

the administrative record and producer case file.
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