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Plants offer a natural solution for addressing many of our conservation
challenges. From wildfire restoration and invasive species control to
erosion prevention and nutrient filtering, plants can help protect our
natural resources and, when needed, help the landscape heal.

The Plant Materials Program, administered by the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), cooperates with a variety of
public and private conservation partners to select and produce improved
plants for conservation. The program also develops and transfers the
state-of-the-art technology necessary for successful conservation
plantings that prevent soil erosion and improve air and water quality.

For over 60 years, Plant Materials Centers and Plant Materials Specialists nationwide have selected and released
more than 500 improved conservation plants. These plants went to work immediately on the nation’s most critical
resource issues and it is estimated that, in any given year, enough seed from the program’s plant releases is
produced to plant 3.7 million acres, or an area three times the size of the state of Delaware.

Through conservation plant releases, the program:

% Focuses on using native plants as a natural way to solve
conservation problems and protect ecosystems.

% Collects, selects, and produces a broad range of species, including
grasses, legumes, forbs, wildflowers, trees, and shrubs.

% Provides plant materials and new technology for a number of
national conservation initiatives, including 2002 Farm Bill programs
like the Conservation Reserve Program
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Distribution of Seed and Economic Impacts

After Plant Materials Centers distribute new releases to commercial
nurseries or seed growers, those growers produce large amounts of
seed for sale to landowners and land managers. Sales of this seed
represent a significant economic value to growers, distributors, and
retailers.
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Changes and Trends in
Plant Materials Program
Releases

Traditionally, the program has
focused attention on long-term
cultivar selection of both
native and introduced species.
The current importance of
delivering plants to
commercial growers sooner,
the desire for broader-based
germplasm, and the need for
more native materials have
brought about significant
changes in the program.
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