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The History of Black
Economic Empowerment
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“The need for economic development has been a central eIement of black life. After
centuries of unrequited toil as slaves, African Americans gained their freedom and found
themselves in the struggle to make a living. Pushing against the odds, African Americans

United States Department of Agriculture 'became landowners, skilled workers, small businessmen and women, professionals, and
Natural Resources Conservation Service ministers.”
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