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Conservation Stewardship Program 
On-Farm Research and Demonstration Projects 

and Research Entity Requirements 
 
Overview 
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) encourages participants to address resource 
concerns in a comprehensive manner by undertaking additional conservation activities, and 
improving, maintaining, and managing existing conservation activities. This enhancement is 
eligible for cropland, pastureland, rangeland, and non-industrial private forestland. CSP 
enhancements means a type of activity installed and adopted to treat natural resources and 
improve conservation performance.  Many of the CSP enhancements are related to existing 
NRCS conservation practice standards, but at a management intensity level that exceeds 
minimum practice standards.  
 
On-Farm Research and Demonstration projects consists of implementing applied research on 
working lands to gather information and demonstrate the effectiveness of new and innovative 
conservation activities. The research projects must be conducted by an entity that seeks to 
determine the value of a conservation practice, component, treatment, or process.  These projects 
are designed to encourage applicants to participate in new or ongoing research where 
participation is needed from working lands.  Interested researchers gain access to farmers that are 
willing to follow research protocols on their farm across a broad landscape.  Farmers 
participating in such projects learn about new technology first hand, helping to determine how 
new technology will be applied.  
 
NRCS invites interested researchers to submit their projects for inclusion as eligible On-Farm 
Research and Demonstrations.  The purpose of this activity is not to provide primary funding for 
a research project, but to expand the area and acreage from which research data is collected.  
CSP applicants that choose to participate in On-Farm Research and Demonstrations are awarded 
conservation performance points that improve their CSP ranking and increase annual payment 
levels.   
 
Project Criteria: 
 
Research Entity Requirements 
Entities must be able to demonstrate their means and expertise to conduct on-farm research, 
analyze findings, and develop conclusions that are relevant to NRCS.  Eligible research 
institutions include land grant universities and others, who have ongoing research or the potential 
for research in the focus areas.  Individual farmers are encouraged to participate in identified on-
farm projects.  However, if they have the necessary capability to conduct scientific research they 
can initiate their own proposal for consideration. 
 
Research Project Requirements 
Projects must address one of the resource concerns identified by NRCS as a national technology 
focus area and be conducted by a creditable research entity.  States will identify specific projects 
within the national focus areas that they want to offer to CSP applicants in their states. Research 
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projects should follow scientific methods that include project goals, hypotheses, data collection 
methods, results, summary, etc. 
 
Project Documentation Creditable research entities must submit a copy of their research project 
documentation for a State to use in identifying those projects that will be offered to applicants. 
The document should include: 

a. Title of Research Project 
b. Research Director/Manager work affiliation and contact information (phone, 

email, etc.) 
c. Name and brief description of the research entity submitting the proposal, along 

with similar information for other collaborating researchers, if applicable 
d. General description and/or summary of research to be conducted, specifying  the 

national focus that is being addressed: 
 National Focus Area # 1 Pollinators 
 National Focus Area # 2 Energy 
 National Focus Area # 3 Water Quality 

e. The geographic location (e.g. state, county) or farm enterprise (peach growers, 
cattle producers) targeted by the research  

f. Researcher expectation of participants, explaining what the participants will need 
to provide as part of the project.  This should include acreage, number of years 
research is to be conducted, farm inputs, equipment needs, and/or assistance with 
data collection.   

g. Total number of on-farm research sites needed 
h. Copy of research projects final report for NRCS use 
 

Evaluation Criteria 
States should identify research projects that will be offered to applicants based on the following 
or similar evaluation criteria: 

a. Research purpose and goals as related to the resource focus area 
b. Potential for success and adoption on a broad scale 
c. Number of participants the research can appropriately involve 
d. Demonstration of new and innovative approach to conservation 
e. Design and implementation of research based on sound methodology and/or 

demonstrated technology 
f. Capability of the entity to conduct scientific research 
g. Potential to transfer the approach or technology nationally or to other geographic 

or socio-economic areas 
h. Development or improvement of NRCS technical or related materials that will 

help foster expanded adoption of the innovative technology or approach 
 
This information can be presented to interested participants as a fact sheet that outlines their 
involvement. Enhancement Job Sheet must be provided for additional information. States will 
notify the Field of the identified projects and associated entities that will be offered and available 
to applicants. 
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