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First - soils and ecological sites of the area
Second - talk to the producer
• How do they manage their pasture?

• Are they rotating livestock through separate fields or paddocks?

• How do they decide it’s time to move the animals?

• What kind of animals, how many, average weights?

• What are the needs of the animals (fencing, social, space)?

• When do they stop grazing for the season?

• What kinds of problems or challenges are they having?

• What do they want their pastures to look like?

• Are they supplemental feeding, and if so with what and how much?

• What is the history of the pastures?

• What is the primary purpose of the pasture? Forage, exercise, aesthetics, health?



ASSESSMENTS / DATA TO GATHER

•Transect

•Pasture Condition Score Sheet

•Production (using ring clip and weigh)



Pasture Condition Scoring

Two Parts to Pasture 
Condition Scoring:

1) The Guide 

(READ IT!)

1) The Score Sheet



Pasture Condition Scoring

Tools you need:

• Shovel

• Guide and Score Sheet

• Field notebook

• Plant knowledge & identification skills



Run a transect with 100 points

At your toe record:
• Plant (by species)
• bare soil
• crust
• rock
• moss
• litter



Run a transect with 100 points

Add them up and determine 
percentages of each category

Using only plant species recorded 
determine percentages of each 
species.

Determine preferred desirables, 
intermediate, and undesirable 
species.



Pasture Condition Scoring

✓% desirable species

✓% legume

✓live plant cover

✓plant diversity

✓plant residue

✓severity of use

✓concentration areas

✓soil compaction

✓plant vigor

✓soil erosion

10 Indicators to Assess:

10 Indicators to Assess



For Planning Purposes:
Determine the amount of forage 
being produced by clipping plots 
of ungrazed pastures (consider 
growth curve and rainfall/climate 
for the season).

Calculate by allowing 50%* 
available forage utilization 
(consider trampling).

*50% for most grasses, but consult specs for each specific species



Clipped Plots to Pounds Per Acre

Dry weight in grams(using a size 2.1 hoop) 
multiplied by 45 gives pounds per acre.

10 Indicators to Assess



After your Assessment:

What are the issues?

How can you address them to help the

producer meet their goals?



Get to know 
the Practice 
Specification –
528 Prescribed 
Grazing



When Planning: Determine “turn in” “and turn 
out” dates on leaf length (stubble height and 
regrowth lengths).

10 Indicators to Assess



When Planning: Determine Key area and Key 
species

10 Indicators to Assess



When Planning: Establish a photo point

10 Indicators to Assess



After Your Assessment: Calculate your forage
available by field

10 Indicators to Assess



10 Indicators to Assess



After Your Assessment: Calculate your forage
needs by animal(s)

10 Indicators to Assess



After Your Assessment:

10 Indicators to Assess

Balance 
your forage



For Planning Purposes:

Have a contingency plan for forage

Emergencies.

Determine Initial Stocking Rate.



Prescribed Grazing:

To meet prescribed grazing standards:

• Lower the number of animals or

• Increase the amount of land or

• Control the access to the pastures

If the producer is not meeting prescribed grazing 
standards, and cannot do one of these above options, 
they cannot meet prescribed grazing.



After Your Assessment:

10 Indicators to Assess

Schedule & 
document 
your rotation



After Your Assessment:

10 Indicators to Assess

Put fields 
and 
animals 
together



Compare Pasture Condition Score with Quality Criteria to show 
$Financial Assistance$ need:

10 Indicators to Assess



Certifying:

Document what happened:

•Measurements of 20 grazed 
species in the key area

•Photo point

•Records from producer



What Do I Need???
• Forage inventory by field

▪ transect

▪ production data

• Current conditions (PCS)

• Animal description/needs

• Feed/forage balance sheet

• Rotation plan showing three years and approximate movement dates based on 
calculations (referencing leaf lengths as the deciding factor)

• Key areas on plan map

• Photo point to monitor changes over time

• Contingency Plan



What documents are important?
• Prescribed Grazing Specification

• Prescribed Grazing Implementation Requirements

• FOTG Section 4 Documents under PG

• Your Job Approval Authority

• Planning Criteria

• Pasture Condition Score Sheet and Guide

• Prescribed Grazing Plan

• Photo Point description/set up

• National Range and Pasture Handbook


