NRCS FY 2013 Percentage of Financial Assistance in WV

m Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA)

m Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative (CBWI)

m Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

m Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
m Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP)
m Grassland Reserve Program (GRP)

m Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

m Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP)

Financial Assistance Allocation Number of Contracts and
Program Agreements
| ooz ] Fvoois [ Fvao | Fvaols |
AMA $128,000 $183,000 16 20
CBWI $3,618,000 $6,903,900 141 261
CSP $286,000 $1,914,900 157 107
EQIP $7,137,000 $9,490,000 397 489
FRPP $3,105,000 $3,149,200 20 13
GRP (rentals) $345,000 $404,000 3 16
WHIP $98,000 $734,000 15 93
WRP $140,000 $248,000 3 2
Total: $14,857,000 $23,027,000 752 1001

NRCS programs assists Knopp farm with solar power, water quality

Knopp’s Farm installed 10 troughs that holds 400 gallons of water
for livestock watering. The pump system is solar powered.

Rob and Tina Knopp purchased another farm to expand
their current operation and immediately contacted NRCS
for support. The newly purchased farm had hills, a
fence and no developed water. There was a small creek
running through it for the cattle. The Knopps had been
working on installing a Waste Storage Facility through
Environmental Quality Incentives Program and previously
used the Conservation Stewardship Program for various
conservation practices with and without NRCS assistance.

After putting some cows on the newly purchased farm
they knew they needed some help with getting the farm
back in shape. The main problem that needed addressed
was getting quality water established so the cows could be
fenced out of the creek. The solution was to utilize the
natural springs on the property by installing two cisterns, a
pipeline and a solar pump.

The whole system contains: 2 spring developments, 1
solar pump, two 2,200 gallon cisterns, 10 concrete troughs,
and 5,845 feet of pipeline. The power of new technology
and creativity can go a long way.




Farm Bill programs continue
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Law was able to use NRCS programs to help with fencing on
farm. Pictured here is his male angus inside his pen.
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In Lost Creek, farmer Richard Law knows beef. He
understands how to manage their health in order to have a
quality product every time. He also knows how to save money
doing it.

Law is a proud participant in the Conservation Stewardship
Program (CSP) through the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), which assisted in lowering the financial
burden to achieve his goals.

working for local producers

“To me, CSP is the next step to continue what you’ve
already done and to build onto it,” Law said. “I’ve used
NRCS programs for division fencing, spring development,
manure facilities, pipeline and cistern projects.”

Through the program, NRCS provides financial and
technical assistance to encourage land owners to improve their
current conservation performance by installing and adopting
additional practices for improving, maintaining and managing
their existing systems.

“I practice management intensive grazing where my cattle
feed on one paddock then move to another in order to give the
grass a chance to rest and recover,” Law said. “This system
works for my business as it provides an excellent, quality
angus beef while keeping the land healthy.”

CSP is a voluntary program encouraging agricultural and
forestry producers to address resource concerns by adding
to their already existing practices. The program is designed
as a comprehensive system where landowners add to what
they have and take steps to improve, maintain and manage in
effective ways.

“Last fall, I installed a well and one watering trough and
plan to install more troughs as I divide up my paddocks into
smaller grazing sections,” Law said.

Since 2009, NRCS in West Virginia has awarded more than
750 contracts and obligated more than $6 million to support
land owners in creating sustainable resources statewide
through the Conservation Stewardship Program.

Wardensville, WV, you will quickly notice there is
something different about him. Josh represents a
new generation of producers; a generation bent on
uncovering every bit of knowledge that may give them
“an edge” on production. This new age of farmers not
only value the acquisition of knowledge but are likewise
concerned with educating the public about their efforts
to contribute to a healthier environment.

In recent years, Josh has been working, in conjunction
with West Virginia University, on developing his own

method of producing “biochar.” Biochar is a name for
charcoal when used for particular purposes such as a soil
amendment. It is a stable solid rich in carbon and said

to be able to endure in the soil for thousands of years.
Thus, by using chicken litter and a gasification cooking
process, Josh has been adding permanent, essential
nutrients to his soil that not only increases productivity
but also reduces the amount of manure applied to his
property annually.

The Cacapon River happens to traverse through
Josh’s property. There is a very critical section that is
extremely susceptible to soil erosion. These areas are of
great concern to the Chesapeake Bay Program which has
set out with the purpose of improving the water quality
in the Bay. Small tree plantings seem to be relatively
insignificant in respect to a water mass as large as the
Chesapeake Bay, but the cumulative effect translates

that contribute water to the Chesapeake Bay. Multiple

NRCS, Canaan Valley Institute, and West Virginia
University Environmental Research Center. The result
was more than 170 trees and shrubs planted.

Numerous small scale planting efforts collectively h
improve Chesapeake Bay water quality.

e/ |

into thousands of acres of riparian tree plantings per year
and will have a large effect on the Bay’s water.

Through the efforts of many agencies and through the
funding supplied by the Chesapeake Bay Program and
the US Fish and Wildlife Service, there was headway
made on the Cacapon River; one of the many tributaries

agencies with similar goals worked on this planting — the
West Virginia Division of Forestry, Cacapon Institute,




New Creek 14 project nominated for National Rehab Project of Year

An aerial photo of New Creek 14 dam.

When most think of NRCS, the many programs to assist
producers come to mind. Another aspect of the NRCS mission is
dam management and rehabilitation.

Partnering with NRCS on the project were the West Virginia
Conservation Agency and the Potomac Valley Conservation
District.

In FY 2013, NRCS provided more than $7 million in financial
and technical support to the state of West Virginia. One example
is New Creek 14 (NC-14).

NC-14 is one of 170 NRCS dams in West Virginia.

It is a high hazard water supply and flood control dam.
Rehabilitation of the dam provides continued protection of nearly
400 homes and more than 1,500 residents.

The project also maintains the water supply for the City of
Keyser, a growing community of 5,000 residents.

The rehabilitation of NC-14 was a significant step forward in
the process of ensuring safety of this vital West Virginia water
supply and flood control dam.

NC-14 was built in 1963, and as designed, its auxiliary spillway
could potentially allow water to undercut the toe of the dam. This
was corrected by installing a roller-compacted-concrete spillway.

NC-14 is the only earthen flood-control dam in West Virginia to
incorporate this design. NRCS with contractor Gannett Fleming,
Inc., designed the project.

The total cost was $13 million, a cost-share of federal and local
dollars.

NC-14 was nominated and placed second in the National Dam
Rehabilitation Project of the Year 2013 competition.

The award recognizes a unique remedial design that advances
state-of-the-art in the field of dam safety and exemplifies
engineering and construction standards that dam safety requires.

Seventy percent of the land in the United States is
privately owned. Farmers, ranchers, forest landowners,
tribes and others who own rural lands make daily decisions
about natural resource use and management, impacting
soil, water, and air quality and wildlife habitat. NRCS
provides technical assistance and offers financial assistance
to producers who install conservation practices through
Farm Bill Programs.

NRCS technical assistance is supported with
discretionary and mandatory funds. Discretionary
funding provided annually through the Conservation
Technical Assistance Program (CTA) is pivotal to
NRCS’ success. CTA supports everyday operations,
scientific research, technology transfer, and is key to the
development of individual conservation plans. The land
user, in consultation with NRCS specialists, develops a
conservation plan that is suited to his or her individual
operation. Once a producer has a conservation plan, he
or she can implement it with or without further assistance
from NRCS.

Financial assistance is available to eligible applicants to
implement their conservation plans.

Mandatory funds provided through Farm Bill programs
are used to cover the costs of detailed planning needed to
implement conservation practices and provide financial
assistance to help defray some of the costs of conservation
practices installation.

The table (page 2) describes NRCS’ national
discretionary and mandatory funding in fiscal year 2013.
See page 2 for Farm Bill Program funding details specific
to West Virginia.

NRCS is the Federal agency for conservation, providing financial and
technical support to the state.

“Helping People, Help the Land.”

Looking forward in FY 2014:
Farm Bill 2014

StrikeForce Initiative

WV Restoration Venture




