	THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM, ALSO CALLED EQIP, IS OFFERING FARMERS A NEW OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH BLOOMING FORAGES TO BENEFIT POLLINATORS SUCH AS THE EUROPEAN HONEY BEE.  JEFF VANDERWILT WITH THE NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE PROVIDES DETAILS.  “WE HAVE ….. Q: SOUTH  :20.
	THE HONEY BEE INCENTIVE ENCOURAGES THE PLANTING OF BLOOMING FORAGES, SUCH AS ALFALFA, PROVIDING COST SHARE FOR PLANTING AND AN INCENTIVE TO DELAY HAYING UNTIL FULL BLOOM.  “WE’LL PROVIDE …. Q: AS WELL  :13.  THE DELAYED HARVEST WOULD ONLY BE REQUIRED ON 10% OF THE FORAGE ACRES, FOR THE FIRST CUTTING ONLY.  SUBSEQUENT CUTTINGS COULD BE HARVESTED AS NORMAL.
	IN ADDITION TO ALFALFA, VANDERWILT SAYS NUMEROUS COVER CROPS WHICH PROVIDE EARLY BLOOMING COULD BE PLANTED TO BENEFIT HONEY BEES.   THE ALFALFA PLANTING COULD ALSO CONTAIN ABOUT 25% GRASS IN THE MIX.
	APPLICATIONS FOR THE HONEY BEE EQIP PROGRAM ARE AVAILABLE AT ANY USDA SERVICE CENTER.  THE NEXT APPLICATION BATCHING DATE FOR EQIP IS APRIL 18TH, SO GROWERS INTERESTED IN THE PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO VISIT THEIR NRCS OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  
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