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reetings my friends in Indian 

Country!  We have just finished 

our fiscal year and looking back on some 

of the great work you are doing out on 

the landscape to protect Mother Earth.   

We are delighted to be your partner and 

provide technical support on many of the 

conservation projects taking place on 

Tribal land in Arizona. 

 

We are also pleased to be one of the 

States selected for the Secretaryôs 

StrikeForce Initiative.  As you will learn 

in this newsletter, this initiative is  

designed to address poverty in rural 

communities.  This year, NRCS here in 

Arizona was able to obligate an  

additional $1,040,614 to implement  

conservation measures in these  

communities. 

 

As this year ends and a new year begins, 

we are working with Tribes and Tribal 

Conservation Districts to identify the 

conservation priorities to be addressed 

both on a short-term and long-term basis.  

I encourage everyone to get involved by 

attending the Local Work Group  

meetings held by your local conservation 

district.  This is where the conservation 

district solicits local input on  

conservation needs.  The NRCS then  

approves projects for funding according 

to the priorities identified by the Local 

Work Group. 

 
We look forward to a new year filled 
with opportunity to address the  
conservation needs on Tribal lands. 
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 Important Dates  

to Remember  

 

December 9 -13, 2013  

Intertribal Agricultural Council  

2013 Membership Meeting  

Flamingo Las Vegas 

 

January 21 -23, 2014  

Southwest Indian  

Agriculture Association  

2014 Annual Conference  

Harrahõs Ak Chin Resort & Casino  

 

Reminder!  
NRCS accepts applications for all 

programs on a continuous basis.  

Contact your local NRCS field 

office www.az.nrcs.usda.gov or 

Tribal Liaison for more info .   

 

Richard Begay  

(Tribal Liaison, North Area)  

928-871-4528 x 107  

Dennis Chandler  

(Tribal Liaison, South Area)  

928-524-2652 x 114 
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 Local Food and Rural Arizona: 

USDA and You  
.ȅ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊΣ bw/{ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊκ¢Ǌƛōŀƭ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ 

 

On June 25th the Orangewood Church in Phoenix and the League of United 

Latin American Citizens (LULAC) hosted eight USDA agencies (Agricultural 

Marketing Service [AMS], Food and Nutrition Service [FNS], Farm Service 

Agency [FSA], Food Safety and Inspection Service [FSIS], Natural Resources 

Conservation Service [NRCS], Risk Management Agency [RMA], Rural  

Development [RD]), and Cooperative Extension to explain programs and  

funding opportunities to 105 participants who came from throughout Arizona.    

 

StrikeForce is a USDA initiative that began in 2011 to address poverty in rural 

communities through collaboration to leverage resources to address local needs.  

Over 90% of the nationôs poverty is located in rural communities.  StrikeForce 

is currently functioning in 16 states.  Arizona is one of the designated states.     

 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for Civil Rights Lisa Pino, initiated 

the idea for a StrikeForce event in Arizona involving a diverse group of��small  

vegetable growers, small business owners, farmers market managers, Tribal 

members, local elected officials, and several action groups who are involved 

with providing food to the hungry in Arizona.  The staff of the Orangewood Church and LULAC are to be commended for 

hosting and supporting the dayôs event.  They were a huge part in making the event successful.  Several staff members of the 

USDA agencies organized and facilitated the all-day event.  Five breakout sessions were offered.  The five sessions dealt with:   

 

 ���������3�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q -��Programs to address or enhance production of farm and ranch commodities; 

 ���������0�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���'�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q -��Processing, farmers markets, distribution channel research, feasibility studies; 

 ���������)�R�R�G���6�D�I�H�W�\���)�R�R�G���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���1�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���+�H�D�O�W�K��- Regulatory oversight, nutrition education, reducing hunger; 

 ���������+�R�X�V�L�Q�J���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W - Multi-family housing, renewable energy, business  

 development, infrastructure, broadband; and 

 ���������8�6�'�$�������� - Broad overview on how, in a collaborative way, USDA agencies and programs address issues in rural 
 America. 

 

The breakout sessions were well attended.  Participants met with USDA staff in groups of 15-25.  They were informed about 

programs, technical assistance, funding opportunities and other resources to help address needs to assist the underserved in 

Arizona.  Participants asked thought provoking questions that made even experienced USDA presenters ponder and think; this 

dialog led to more discussion between the participants and presenters between breaks and lunch.    

 

At the conclusion of the breakout session, everyone gathered for a wrap-up discussion.  Ms. Pino asked the group for feedback 

on the event.  Several participants expressed how beneficial the presentations were and that now they have resources and  

contact information to go to.  The event generated lots of enthusiasm and collaboration.  Several participants voiced that they 

wanted to meet again in the near future to keep the momentum going.  Local grassroots efforts are underway to keep fellow 

participants engaged. 

�7�K�H���O�D�U�J�H���J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� 
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���K�R�Z���8�6�'�$���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���F�R�X�O�G��
�E�H�Q�H�I�L�W���W�K�H�L�U���H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�U�V���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���D�Q�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�H��
�$�U�L�]�R�Q�D���J�U�R�Z�Q���I�R�R�G���W�R���I�H�H�G���$�U�L�]�R�Q�D�Q�V�� 


