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Introduction
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary program that provides financial
and technical assistance to agricultural producers through contracts up to a maximum term of ten
years in length. These contracts provide financial assistance to help plan and implement conservation
practices that address natural resource concerns and for opportunities to improve soil, water, plant,
animal, air, and related resources on agricultural land and non-industrial private forestland.

The Process
Interested producers can sign up for EQIP
at any time by signing an EQIP application.
The application form is available at your local
Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) field office.
After you submit an application, NRCS will
work with you to develop a plan that identifies
the appropriate conservation practices needed
to address identified natural resource
concerns. During the planning for the EQIP
application is an excellent time to interact with
NRCS staff to learn about alternative
conservation practices to address your
resource concern and select the best option to
implement. During the site visit, NRCS staff
will evaluate other potential resource concerns
and explain how EQIP can provide assistance
to address the resource concerns.
A submitted EQIP application is not a
guarantee of financial assistance to implement
conservation practices. The application and
planned conservation practices are evaluated
with a series of questions and a ranking score
is calculated from the answers. Applications
with the highest ranking score and
environmental impact are selected first for
funding and a contract developed.
The contract will contain the practices that
must be implemented and the payment rate
amounts for each practice. The applicant must
understand the terms of the contract and agree
to the terms by signing the contract.
Implementation of the conservation practice(s)
can begin after a contract is finalized.
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Be active in the development of the
conservation plan that will address your
natural resource concerns.
Review the conservation plan created by
the NRCS field office before signing the
contract to understand the requirements.
Read the Contract Appendix to fully
understand the legality of the contract.
Realize an EQIP contract is a legally
binding agreement between the participant
and the USDA.
Do not start a practice until the contract has
been finalized. The contract is considered
finalized when funding has been obligated
to the contract.
Start or apply a conservation practice
within the first 12 months after the contract
is finalized.
Ensure conservation practices are
implemented in the timeframe indicated on
the contract.
Understand that installed conservation
practices must meet NRCS Standards and
Specifications for a producer to receive the
payment for practice installation.
Maintain funded conservation practice(s)
for their intent and lifespan.
Inform the NRCS field office immediately if
circumstances arise that will cause a
change to the contract or practice
implementation.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer

