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Overview 
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 
is a voluntary program that encourages  
agricultural and forestry producers to address  
resource concerns by (1) undertaking  
additional conservation activities and (2)  
improving and maintaining existing 
conservation systems. CSP provides financial  
and technical assistance to help land stewards  
conserve and enhance soil, water, air, and  
related natural resources on their land.   
 
Eligibility 
CSP is available to all producers, regardless of  
operation size or crops produced, in all 50  
States, the District of Columbia, and the  
Caribbean and Pacific Island areas. 
 
Eligible lands include cropland, grassland,  
prairie land, improved pastureland, rangeland,  
nonindustrial private forest land, and  
agricultural land under the jurisdiction of an  
Indian tribe.    
 
Applicants may include individuals, legal  
entities, joint operations, or Indian tribes.   
They must:   
 
Applicants must:  

• Be the operator of record in the USDA 
farm records management system for 
the eligible land being offered for 
enrollment;   

• Have effective control of the land for  
• the term of the proposed contract; 
• Be in compliance with the highly  
• erodible land and wetland conservation  
• provisions of 7 Code of Federal  

• Regulations (CFR) part 12 and 
adjusted gross income provisions of 7 
CFR part 1400. 

• Include the eligible land in their entire  
agricultural or forestry operation. 

 
Benefits to Participants 
 
CSP pays participants for conservation  
performance—the higher the performance, the  
higher the payment.  It provides two possible  
types of payments.  An annual payment is  
available for installing new conservation  
activities and maintaining existing practices.   
A supplemental payment is available to  
participants who also adopt a resource 
conserving crop rotation.  
 
Through five-year contracts, NRCS makes  
payments as soon as practical after October 1  
of each fiscal year for contract activities  
installed and maintained in the previous year.       
 
Payment Limit.  A person or legal  
entity may have more than one CSP  
contract but, for all CSP contracts  
combined, may not receive more than  
$40,000 in any year or more than  
$200,000 during any five-year period.    
 
Contract Limit.  The contract limit is  
the same as the payment limit except in  
the case of joint operations, for which  
the contract limit is $80,000 per fiscal  
year and $400,000 over the term of the  
contract period. 
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Payment limits and contract limits do not  
apply in the case of federally recognized  
Indian tribes or Alaska Native corporations. 
 
How CSP Works 
 
NRCS makes CSP available on a nationwide  
basis through continuous sign-up, with  
announced cut-off dates for ranking and  
funding applications.  CSP addresses seven  
resource concerns (soil quality, soil erosion,  
water quality, water quantity, air quality, plant  
resources, and animal resources) as well as  
energy.  Each NRCS State Conservationist, in  
consultation with the State Technical  
Committee and local working groups, focuses  
the program on three to five priority resource  
concerns for their State.  
 
Applications are evaluated and ranked relative  
to other applications that address similar  
resource concerns in the State.  In the ranking  
process, producers get credit both for  
conservation measures they have already  
implemented and for new measures they agree  
to add.  Agricultural land and nonindustrial  
private forest land applications are ranked  
separately. 
 
Potential applicants are encouraged to  
determine whether CSP is the right program  
for them by completing the self-screening  
checklist and downloading the CSP  
Conservation Activity List to identify new  
conservation activities they might install.   
Because some conservation enhancements  
work better when implemented as a group, the  
activity list identifies enhancement “bundles”  
that receive both higher rankings and higher  
payments.  Both the checklist and the activity 
are available at 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/mai
n/national/programs/financial/csp.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If an applicant is preapproved for funding,  
NRCS requests the applicant’s conservation  
activity records and conducts on-site field  
verification to ensure that the information  
provided is accurate.  Once the information is  
verified, NRCS and the applicant proceed to  
develop the contract. 
 
More Information  
For more information and updates about the 
Farm Bill, visit www.usda.gov/farmbill, or the 
NRCS Web site at 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/mai
n/national/programs/farmbill; for more 
information on CSP, visit 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/mai
n/national/programs/financial/csp  
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Payment for Performance: 

Conservation Stewardship Program 
 
November 21, 2013 
 
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) presents a significant shift in how NRCS provides conservation 
program payments. Instead of using the traditional compensation model that pays a per-acre rental rate or a 
percentage of the estimated cost of installing a practice, CSP pays for conservation performance — the higher 
the performance, the higher the payment. 
 
Annual Payments 
 
Under CSP, participants receive annual land use payments for operational level environmental benefits they 
produce. A split payment structure provides separate annual payments for conservation activities being added 
(additional activities) and those already in place (existing activities). Additionally, a participant must install 
additional activities on a land use in order for that land use to earn annual payments. 
 
A CSP participant’s annual land use payments for both additional and existing activities are calculated as: 
 
Annual Land Use Payments = Land Use Acres X Performance Points (additional or existing) X Land Use Payment 
Rate 
 
Supplemental Payment 
 
A supplemental payment is available to participants earning an annual payment who also agree to adopt a 
resource-conserving crop rotation on cropland. To determine the supplemental payment rate, NRCS technology 
specialists identified representative resource-conserving crop rotations and associated yields, and then collected 
cost information to compare net-returns under "conventional" and "resource-conserving" crop rotations. The 
supplemental payment rate is based on the differences in crop production costs between conventional and 
resource-conserving crop rotations. 
 
2014 CSP Payment Rates Annual Payments 
 

Landuse                              Additional Activity                Existing Activity  
                                               Payment Rate                          Payment Rate                    
Cropland                             $0.4990/point                       $0.0432/point 
Pastured Cropland            $0.2376/point                       $0.0508/point 
Pasture                                $0.2376/point                       $0.0324/point 
Range                                   $0.1588/point                       $0.0108/point 
Forest                                  $0.1858/point                       $0.0173/point 

 
Supplemental Payment 
 
Resource-Conservation Crop Rotation - $12.00/acre 
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WISCONSIN 
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Producer Self-Screening Checklist (2014 Signup) 
 
 
Is CSP right for you? 
 

 Are you willing to commit time to inventory and document your conservation activities and 
production system to determine eligibility and ranking?  
 

 Do you have records (such as nutrient management, pest management, pasture management, 
grazing management, forest management, irrigated water management, waste utilization) of your 
farming activities and are you willing to continue maintaining records to document your 
conservation activities?  Records will be used during NRCS field visits to verify accuracy of 
application information before contracts are approved.  
 

 Are you ready to enter into a 5 year contract requiring you to apply additional conservation activities 
and to improve, maintain, and manage existing conservation activities?  

 
If you checked (i.e. answered “yes”) all 3 of these questions, please continue to complete the CSP Self-
Screening Checklist on the following pages.      

 
 

To participate in CSP, a producer must meet:  
  

• Applicant Eligibility 
 

• Land Eligibility 
 

• Stewardship Threshold 
 
 
 

 

 

RECOGNIZING EXCELLENT STEWARDS – DELIVERING VALUABLE NEW CONSERVATION 
 

CSP encourages agricultural and forest producers to undertake additional conservation activities and 
improve, maintain, and manage existing conservation activities. 
 
CSP is available nationwide and applications are accepted on a continuous basis throughout the year. 
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Applicant Eligibility Requirements (all requirements must be met by the close of the evaluation period) 
 
To be an eligible applicant for the program, prior to the close of the evaluation period, a producer must: 
 
 Be the operator of record in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) record system for the agricultural 

operation being offered for enrollment in the program.  An exception request may be submitted if 
FSA is unable to update your records. 
 

 Have documented control of the land for the term of the contract (5 years). 
 

 Be in compliance with highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.  
 

 Be in compliance with average adjusted gross income provisions.  If the average adjusted gross 
nonfarm income is greater than $1 million, the person or legal entity is not eligible unless 2/3 or 
more of the average adjusted gross income is attributable to farming activities. 

 
Land Eligibility Requirements (all requirements must be met) 
 

 Private/Tribal agricultural land or nonindustrial private forest land: 
 

• Must include the entire agricultural operation (land for which you are the operator in FSA farm 
records management system).  Rented land for which land control documentation cannot be 
obtained for the term of the contract (i.e. 5 years) will be excluded from the application. 

 

• Applicant elects whether to include the nonindustrial private forest land component.  
 

• Land ineligible for CSP includes land enrolled in CRP, WRP, GRP, Conservation Security 
Program, public land, and land used for crop production not planted or considered planted 4 of 6 
years prior to June 2008.  

 
Stewardship Threshold Requirements  

 
If you can check two or more of the statements for each land use you have, you may be a good candidate 
for CSP. 

  
Cropland:  
 

 Fields are managed with few signs of erosion or soil being carried to field edges or water bodies. 
 

 Crop residues remain on fields after harvest, or cover crops are planted.  
 

 Grass or woody buffer areas intercept field runoff prior to entering streams, ditches, lakes, etc.  
 

 Nutrients are applied according to Wisconsin university recommendations. 
 

 Areas on your farm are actively managed for wildlife habitat (such as food plots, den trees, 
protecting nesting season).  
 

 If you irrigate your cropland, water application is scheduled based on soil moisture monitoring 
and/or evapotranspiration monitoring. 

  
Pastureland:  
 

 Pastures show few signs of erosion from livestock trails, feeding areas and watering areas. 
 

 There is a healthy stand of grass and enough forage for your livestock. 
 

 Livestock access to streams, ponds and lakes, is managed.  
 

 Pastures or areas adjacent to your pastures are actively managed for wildlife habitat.  
 

 If you irrigate your pastureland, water application is scheduled based on soil moisture monitoring 
and/or evapotranspiration monitoring.  
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Nonindustrial Private Forest Land:  
 

Nonindustrial private forest land” is rural land with existing tree cover or is suitable for growing 
trees.  Applicants elect whether or not to submit nonindustrial private forest land for funding 
consideration.  Nonindustrial private forest land will be ranked separately for funding approval 
against other nonindustrial private forestland. 
 
 Forest/woodland is “green certified” by one of the following recognized programs: Tree Farm 

System, Green Tag, Smart Wood, Forest Stewardship Council, or Sustainable Forestry Initiative. 
 

 One or more improvements have been made to your forest/woodland in the past 10 years 
according to a written forest management or stewardship plan that was prepared with assistance 
from a certified/licensed natural resource professional.  Examples of improvements may include 
prescribe thinning, tree planting, establishing a firebreak, etc.  
 

 There is no apparent erosion on harvested or burned areas, roads, skid trails and landings.   

 Native trees are appropriately stocked on the property (except temporarily for areas being 
reforested) and wildfire risk (in wildfire-prone areas) is minimized by strategically placed narrow 
firebreaks and wider fuel breaks (which may include roads, streams, riparian areas, and other areas 
managed to slow fire spread). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Payments  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Payments  
 

Payments will be made for your operation’s conservation performance estimated by the Conservation 
Measurement Tool (CMT).  Your conservation performance is unique for your operation based on your 
existing and proposed conservation activities.   
 
The greater your operation’s performance, the higher your payment.   

 
Payment types: 

 

• Annual payments for additional and existing conservation performance estimated by the CMT 
by land use and; 

• Supplemental payment for the adoption of a resource conserving crop rotation applicable only  
to cropland.   

 
The national average payment rate is approximately $18/acre.  Payments are made on an annual basis 
following implementation of scheduled activities in the contract.  Payments are subject to availability of 
annually appropriated funds. 
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If you think you meet applicant, land, and stewardship eligibility, and are interested 
in CSP; contact your local NRCS office for the next step in the application process: 
 

Update your Farm Records with FSA 
 
 If your FSA records are not established or up-to-date, you must establish or update your records at 
 the local FSA office prior to submission of an application.   
 
Complete a CSP Application Form 

 
 NRCS-CPA-1200 completed and signed.  The application form is available on-line at 

http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/cstp.html, or you may obtain a copy at your local 
NRCS field office.   

 
 Please note that an application can be submitted by a producer to NRCS at anytime during 

the year.  All applications submitted by a nationally announced ranking cut-off date will be 
considered for funding for that year.   

 
Provide the Following Documentation to NRCS for Your Application 

 
1. Land Control Documentation – 

 
 Owner/Operator:  FSA Producer Farm Data Report (current year) showing the applicant as the 

owner/operator of the tract(s).   
 
 Operator (rented land):  FSA Producer Farm Data Report (current year) showing the applicant 

as the operator, and documentation of land control or non-control for all tracts listed on the 
report.  Acceptable control of land documentation may include a signed lease or signed land 
control documentation for the time period of the CSP contract (5 years). 

 
2. Delineation of Agricultural Operation –  

 
 FSA CLU map(s) with aerial photo background and correct field boundary delineations and 

acres identified.  If your agricultural operation or the field boundaries are not delineated 
correctly on the FSA CLU Maps, you shall need to request FSA to make the needed 
corrections/updates.    

 
3. Crop History Report – 

 
 For operators who do not control all of the cropland fields and/or pastureland on a given rented 

tract, a copy of the most current FSA crop report for the tract must be provided to NRCS.  This 
documentation is needed to confirm which specific fields you operate on a rented tract. 

 
If you are not currently eligible for CSP, NRCS can assist you with your conservation needs.   
 

Contact your local NRCS office or visit our Web site at http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/. 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, participating 
in a USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination 
complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights.  USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic 
information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  To file a complaint of 
discrimination, complete, sign and mail a program discrimination complaint form, available at any USDA office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov, or write to: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the 
appropriate office or to request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or 
(800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/cstp.html
http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/office_search.html
http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
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Statement of Control of Land for Rented/Leased Land 
(Wisconsin example) 

                 
 
FSA Farm #:  ___________________________ 
 
 
FSA Tract #:  ___________________________ 
 
 
I ___________________________ certify that I will rent all or part of my 
          (print landowner’s name)        
 
Check the appropriate land use(s) 
 

 Cropland 
 

 Pastureland 
 

 Forestland 
 

 Other:  ____________________________ 
 
 

to _______________________________________  
                     (print operator’s name)   
 

This agreement runs from calendar year 2014 thru 2018. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

If the land is owned by more than one owner or Entity, and only one landowner is signing this document, by signing this 

document (I/we) certify that (I/we) have the appropriate authority to sign for the land that will participate in the USDA 

program(s).    

 
________________________________________  ___________________________________  

Landowner’s signature  Date   Landowner’s signature             Date 

 
 

________________________________________ 

Operator’s signature   Date 

For the USDA NRCS CSP Program (only): 
 
Does the operator have management control 
of the following areas on the farm/tract:  field 
borders, filter strips, buffers, odd areas, 
windbreaks, wetlands, brushy draws, 
hedgerows, seeps, shallow water areas, 
riparian areas, vegetated ditches, CRP land, 
native vegetated communities, center pivot 
corners or other similar areas? 
 
Note:  For CSP eligibility purposes the 
operator is NOT required to have 
management control of the above listed 
areas.  
 
If the operator does have management 
control of the above listed areas, this is 
documented by the landowner’s signature in 
this box:   
 
 
_________________________________  
Landowner’s signature         Date 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Landowner’s signature               Date 

For EQIP/WHIP Structural Conservation Practices:  

 Yes    No Does the operator have permission to install a structural conservation practice on the farm/tract 

 number(s) which are listed above?  Some examples of structural conservation practices include 

 Grassed Waterway, Fence, Waste Storage Facility, etc.   

 

  
     

  
     



 
 

Conservation Stewardship Program 
Statement of NON-CONTROL of Rented/Leased Land 

(Wisconsin example) 
 

 
One of the requirements of the USDA NRCS Conservation Stewardship Program is that all eligible land on 
an applicant’s agricultural operation must be included in the application submission.   
 
Applicants must demonstrate control land for the duration of the CSP contract period (i.e. 5 years).    
 
The purpose of this form is to document the exclusion of rented/leased land from a CSP application as a 
result of the applicant’s inability to obtain the required 5 year control of land documentation.     
 
 
 
I certify that I am unable to obtain control of land documentation (i.e. lease, statements of control, etc), for 
the farm(s)/tract(s) identified below for the CSP contract period (i.e. 5 years).       
 

FSA Farm # FSA Tract #(s) 
    

    

    

    

  

      

    

    
 
 
Operator’s certification:  I certify that the above information is true and correct. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
CSP Applicant Printed Name    *Signature of Applicant                 Date 
 
 
*Note:  If the CSP applicant is an entity, the signature for the entity shall follow NRCS signature policy 
 requirement (example:  Sunny Dairy Farms by John Doe, president).      
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 9/24/2012 
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Nesting Dates 
    May 15 - August 1 
    

     
List A - Pasture/Hayland species that 

promote wildlife conservation 
 

List B - Other pasture/hayland species 
used in Wisconsin 

Plant Common 
Name Functional Group 

 
Plant Common Name Functional Group 

Alfalfa Cool Season Legume 
 

Reed Canarygrass Cool Season Grass 
Alsike Clover Cool Season Legume 

 
Smooth Bromegrass Cool Season Grass 

Big Bluestem Warm Season Grass 
 

Tall Fescue Cool Season Grass 
Birdsfoot Trefoil  Cool Season Legume 

 
  

Festulolium Cool Season Grass 
   Improved White 

Clover 
Cool Season Legume 

   Kentucky Bluegrass Cool Season Grass 
   Ladino Clover Cool Season Legume 
   Meadow Fescue Cool Season Grass 
   Orchardgrass Cool Season Grass 
   Perennial Ryegrass Cool Season Grass 
   Red Clover Cool Season Legume 
   Side Oats Gramma Warm Season Grass 
   Switchgrass Warm Season Grass 
   Timothy Cool Season Grass 
    

Minimum Grazing Heights: 
  2"  bluegrass, 3" cool season grasses/legumes; 6" warm season grasses 

 
 
 
Conservation Activity List: 
 
Once you have completed the Conservation Measurement Tool, read through the “Conservation 
Activity List” and identify which enhancements or practices you may be interested in.  Job Sheets 
for each enhancement are available on the Wisconsin NRCS website:  
http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/cstp.html 
 
 
 
Land Use Definitions: 
 

Cropland:  Cropland is defined as land used primarily for the production of adapted crops for 
harvest, including but not limited to land in row crops or close-grown crops, forage crops that 
are in a rotation with row or close-grown crops, permanent hayland, horticultural crops, 
orchards, vineyards, cropped woodland, marshes, cranberry bogs and other lands used for 
crop production.  Cropland includes "cropped woodland" which means: woodland and 
marshes in which at least 50 percent of the area is actively managed to produce an agricultural 
product.  The crop may be grown symbiotically within the system, such as ginseng and wild 
rice, or harvested directly from the trees, such as maple syrup.  Once established, the 
agricultural product is harvested annually.  Hayland means: a subcategory of cropland 





Applicant                                                                         

Date                                   

Question # AG LAND - General Inventory Response 
(Yes/No) WI Guidance

1 Do you have any water bodies (ponds, 
lakes, or wetlands) or water courses 
(streams, rivers or ditches)
on the indicted land use?

Use the USGS 7.5 minute topo maps and aerial 
photo as a guide.  Include water areas within the 
boundary of the operation, or immediately 
adjacent (meaning the water forms part of the 
operation boundary).

Cropland
Pastureland

2 Do you have unpaved farm roads used by 
farm vehicles (does not include unpaved 
county roads or other unpaved public 
roads) or other unpaved areas such as 
feedlots or material handling areas that 
frequently result in significant dust 
generation, reducing visibility along the 
road or over the unpaved area for 
extended periods?

Generally will not apply in Wisconsin.  This 
question is intended for private farm roads that 
are owned by the applicant. It does include 
county, township or other publicly owned roads 
that are not the responsibility of the applicant.  
Typically applies to large scale agricultural 
operations that involve frequent travel over 
unpaved roads during dry conditions.  Most 
farm roads would not generate excess dust 
except for short durations during harvesting 
and/or planting operations.  Answer "yes" if you 
have an operation that generates significant 
amounts of dust for extended periods (more 
than 6 hours/day for at least 90 days/year).

If yes, check any of the following methods 
you regularly use to control dust.

Regularly spraying water to reduce the 
dust
Apply biodegradable oils to reduce the 
dust
Gravel surfacing
Apply other environmentally benign dust 
control chemicals
None of the above

3 Identify each energy conservation 
reduction method used on your farm:

Count only methods used for the farm operation 
(barn, milkhouse, shop, farm equipment), not 
the dwelling or vehicles for personal use.

For Cropland and/or Pastureland applications answer the Ag Land General Inventory questions below with a Yes or 
No in the Response Box.  Applicant should be prepared to provide documentation/records to support answers.

Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT) Inventory Questions FY 2014-1



Have you replaced electric motors or 
engines on your farm with high efficiency 
models in the last 3 years? A “yes” answer 
considers the following:
• The motors should be labeled as 
"premium", which means they are more 
efficient than the current
DOE standard.
• Considers only electric motors that are 
used for major activities on the farm such 
as pumps to move water or waste, 
ventilation fans, etc.
• Refer to the ANSI/ASABE S612 
Performing On-Farm Energy Audits for a 
list of “major activities”.

NEMA (National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association) efficiency rating and "premium" 
label is traditionally stamped on the motor.   
Major activities associated with agricultural 
production which utilize significant amounts of 
energy including ventilation, refrigeration, 
pumps for water or waste, milk harvesting, 
heating, cooling, drying, irrigation.  If the 
NEMA trademark is not present, single phase 
motors with an efficiency ratings of 82 or 
above; and for all other motors an efficiency 
rating 84 or above, as certified by the 
manufacture, shall be considered to be 
"premium".

Do you use alternative energy sources 
(solar, wind, biofuels, green energy) to 
replace fossil fuel
energy uses on your farm? A “yes” answer 
considers the following examples:
• Wind or solar powered pumps
• Solar powered electric fencing
• Any biofuel blend

Includes wind or solar powered pumps, solar 
powered electric fencing, solar panels, wind 
turbines, biofuel blends exceeding E10, any 
biodiesel, purchase of green energy from a 
utility provider.  

Have you improved the efficiency of 
heating, cooling or drying operations on 
your farm in the last 3 years? A “yes” 
answer considers the following:
• Evaluation is conducted on how energy 
efficient a particular grain drying system is 
rather than a comparison of one system 
versus another.
• Refer to the decision tree to determine if 
an applicant has an energy efficient grain 
drying system.

Efficient systems generally use an in-bin 
cooling system, dry-aeration or heat recovery 
unit.  Refer to the "Grain Dryer Efficiency 
Decision Tree"  (available from NRCS) to 
determine if an energy efficient grain drying 
system.  

Have you conducted an energy audit on 
your farm and are now implementing the 
energy audit actions? A “yes” answer 
considers the energy audit complies with 
ANSI/ASABE S612 Performing On- 
Farm Energy Audits.

Energy audits should comply with 
ANSI/ASABA S612: "Performing On-Farm 
Energy Audits".  Need to  be able to provide 
documentation, if requested.  Must have been 
completed by "Focus on Energy" or other 
recognized professional. Need to be 
implementing at least one recommendation from 
the report.



Have you performed a pumping plant 
evaluation during the last 3 years and 
implemented the recommendations? A 
“yes” answer considers the following:
High efficiency pumping plants installed 
within last 3 years or recognized through 
pumping plant evaluation, include those 
using solar or other renewable energy 
sources. Pumping plants should include:
• a Tier III or Tier IV diesel motor,
• using a variable frequency drive and/or
• have had a pumping plant evaluation and 
implemented its recommendations in the 
last 3 years.

A pumping plant evaluation must have been 
completed with implementation of its 
recommendations within the last 3 years.  
Includes pumping plants for irrigation and 
livestock watering.
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Question # AG LAND – Water Bodies/Water 
Courses

Response 
(Yes/No) WI Guidance

1 Do you have any WATER BODIES 
(lakes, ponds or wetlands) on or adjacent 
to your property? Wetlands farmed under 
natural conditions or farmed wetlands do 
not fit under this category.

If answered "no", then none of the remaining 
questions apply and are not required to be 
answered.  Water bodies and water course are 
separated and evaluated using different 
questions in the CMT; be careful not to lump 
them together.

2 Consider all the lakes/ponds/wetlands on 
your property.  What percentage of the 
total boundary of these areas has at least a 
33-foot wide zone of diverse vegetation 
that is native to the site or introduced 
species that have become naturalized 
between the edge of the waterbody and 
adjacent land?  This could be an 
established filter strip or other riparian 
buffer.

Count Reed Canarygrass, because it provides an 
effective filter.

a)  less than 25%
b)  25% to 50%
c)  51% to 75%
d) more than 75%

3 Does upland runoff (surface or 
groundwater) empty directly—without 
filtration through a vegetated buffer—into 
any of the lakes/ponds/wetlands on your 
property?

Do not count subsurface drain tile.  Do count 
PTO underground outlets or sinkholes that 
outlet to perennial water on or immediately 
adjacent to the operation.  Count any non-
cropped, vegetated area between the waterbody 
and the cropland (does not have to meet NRCS 
design criteria for a buffer).

4 Do you have any WATER COURSES 
(ditches, sinkholes, intermittent or 
perennial streams, or rivers)
on or adjacent to your property?

Water bodies and water course are separated 
and evaluated using different questions in the 
CMT, be careful not to lump them together.  
Water has a conveyance off of the farm whether 
through surface water or groundwater.  Includes 
tile intakes/underground outlets that discharge 
to sinkholes and/or ditches adjacent to the 
property.

5 Do you pump (directly or indirectly) or 
divert water from a river or stream?   If 
"Yes", select appropriate
choice below.

Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT) Inventory Questions FY 2014-1

For Cropland and/or Pastureland applications answer the Ag Land General Inventory questions below with a Yes or No 
in the Response Box.  Applicant should be prepared to provide documentation/records to support answers.



a) Water withdrawal completely dewaters 
stream habitat.
b) Water withdrawal diminishes 
streamflow; diversions or pumps are 
unscreened (for aquatic animals).
c) Water withdrawal diminishes 
streamflow; diversions or pumps are 
screened (for aquatic animals).
d) None of the above

6 Do you have instream structures on your 
property, such as diversion dams, road 
crossings (bridges or culverts), low-water 
crossings, and pumping stations.  If 
"YES", select appropriate choice below.

Must be on the property.  Public roads do not 
count.

a) Structure blocks aquatic organisms 
from passing upstream or downstream 
during all or part of the year.
b) Structure could block aquatic 
organisms from passing upstream or 
downstream part or all of the year.
c) Structure does not block aquatic 
organisms from passing upstream or 
downstream at any time of the year.

7 Considering all water courses on your 
property, select the choice that best 
describes 90% of their total length.  These 
areas could be established filter strips or 
other riparian buffers.
a) The water course has little or no 
vegetated riparian area.  Agricultural 
activities take place adjacent to the 
streambank within the state specified 
minimum distance for a water quality 
buffer.
b) The water course is well vegetated.  
The width of the vegetation meets state 
minimum buffer width for water quality 
protection.

c) The water course is well vegetated.  
The width exceeds state minimum buffer 
width for water quality protection AND is 
at least 33 feet wide or 2.5 times as wide 
as the stream channel (up to a maximum
of 100’ for large streams).



8 Consider all water courses on your 
property and select the choice below 
which best describes your situation. Select 
the condition that best describes the 
species composition for 90% of the total 
length of the water courses on your 
property.
a) Existing vegetation is dominated by a 
single species and is primarily non-native 
and may include invasive species.

b) Existing vegetation is diverse and is 
primarily non-native to the site. Invasive 
species are not present.
c) Existing vegetation is diverse and is 
predominately native to the site.

9 Do you maintain a minimum setback of 33 
feet or greater when applying manure or 
pesticides from all intermittent 
streams/ditches, perennial streams, 
ponds/lakes, surface water inlets and open 
sink holes?  Spot spraying within the 
setback is permitted according to the 
pesticide label.

Does not include grassed waterways.  Must 
maintain a setback when applying both manure 
and pesticides.  Cranberry producers would 
likely have to answer "no" to this question.



Applicant                                                                         

Date                                   

Question 
# Response WI Guidance

1
a. Acres of poorly drained soils with artificial 

drainage that can be flooded
Must meet all 3 criteria (i.e. poorly 
drained with artificial drainage, that can 
be flooded).

b. Hayland acres (annually planted ONLY) This applies to hayland acres that are 
planted and terminated in the same year 
(i.e. 1 year crop duration).  This is not 
common in Wisconsin.  Multi-year 
hayland acreage is entered below in 
question #4 [i.e. Hayland acres 
(permanent only)].  

c. Acres converted from grass/legume cover 
(CRP or other) within the past 2 years

d. Other row crop acres Enter row crop acreage total that does 
not meet any of the criteria identified 
above (i.e. 1a, 1b, 1c).  If the rotation 
includes both row crops and multi-year 
hay (then NRCS will use the spreadsheet 
titled "Procedure for Answering 
Cropland OBD Q1 and Q4 2-15-2012" 
to determine the acres to enter for row 
crop acres vs. Hayland acres (permanent 
only). 

2

3

4 If the rotation includes both row crops 
and multi-year hay; then NRCS will use 
the spreadsheet titled "Procedure for 
Answering Cropland OBD Q1 and Q4 2-
15-2012" to determine the acres to enter 
for row crop acres vs. Hayland acres 
(permanent only). 

5 Orchards and/or vineyard acres

Sum of acreage entered above for 
1a,1b,1c,1d,2,3,4,5

Hayland acres (permanent ONLY)

Total Cropland Acres                                                  
(This is the sum of 1e, 2, 3, 4 and 5)

Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT) Cropland Operation Data FY 2014-1

CROPLAND OPERATION DATA

Annually planted row crop acres

Acres of sod (turfgrass or seed harvest)

Nursery crop acres (ornamentals, Christmas trees, 
bare root, pot in pot, etc.)



6 Responses to the questions below may 
potentially be required; dependent upon 
the activities (i.e. 
enhancements/practices) selected for 
inclusion in the application/contract.

Linear feet of existing field borders
Linear feet of existing filter strips and riparian 
herbaceous cover buffers (count both sides if 
controlled)
Linear feet of existing riparian forest 
buffer(s)(count both sides if controlled)
Number of existing water facilities (do not 
include facilities on “other lands”)
Linear feet of ALL existing permanent fence 
on the land use
Number of existing pumping plants
Number of single speed electric motors (do 
not include headquarters or CAFOs)
Acres used to temporarily graze livestock 
Acres of existing windbreaks or shelterbelts 
Irrigated acres
Acres of soils that were once prairie (reference 
soil survey)
Acres of maple trees for syrup or other 
cropped forest
Acres in an organic system
Acres in a transition to organic system
Acres of a pilot project that meet the State 
defined criteria
Acres of a research and demonstration project 
that meet the State defined criteria

Acres of critical area planting needed to 
address a resource concern
Linear feet of fence needed to address a 
resource concern
Acres of field borders needed to address a 
resource concern
Acres of filter strips needed to address a 
resource concern
Linear feet of windbreak/shelterbelt 
establishment needed to address a resource 
concern
Acres of riparian herbaceous cover needed to 
address a resource concern
Acres of forest riparian buffers needed to 
address a resource concern
Acres recommended for tree/shrub 
establishment in a forestry management plan 
or similar
Number of watering facilities needed to 
address a resource concern
Linear feet of road/trails/landings needing 
closure
Acres of trails/landings needed to address a 
resource concern (for linear features assume a 
15 ft width * length)

Other selected cropland amounts



Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT) Inventory Questions FY 2014-1

Applicant                                                                         

Date                                   

QUESTION 
#

CROPLAND - Existing Activity 
Conservation Performance

Crop 
Rotation 1

Crop 
Rotation 2

Crop 
Rotation 3

Crop 
Rotation 4

Crop 
Rotation 5 WI Guidance

Identify (list ) your crop rotation(s) in 
the boxes to the right.  Answer the 
CMT questions below as they apply to 
each rotation.  

Identify (list) your crop rotation(s) in the boxes to the 
left using either the “CSP Rotation Worksheet” or the 
“Crop Management Choice List” document.   Answer 
the CMT questions separately as they apply to each 
different crop rotation.  A maximum of 5 different 
rotations may be entered.  Similar crop rotations with 
significantly different tillage operations (example: no-
till vs spring chisel) may be entered as two separate 
rotations.  If you have more than 5 rotations, combine 
similar rotations into 5 groups based on similar tillage, 
crop variety & type.  Account for all cropland acreage. 

For Cropland applications answer the Cropland - Existing Activity Conservation Performance questions below.  Applicant should be prepared to 
provide documentation/records to support answers.

Rotation and Adjacent Habitat Information



Enter the length of your rotation or 
management system in “years”.  The 
number of years is the time it takes to 
complete the entire rotation before 
you start with the first crop again.  For 
example: corn- wheat-double crop 
soybeans-cotton is a three year 
rotation. Corn-soybeans-corn-
soybeans-wheat is a five year rotation. 
Winter wheat-corn-millet-fallow 
would be a four year rotation. For 
continuous cropping or permanent 
crops, such as orchards, use one year 
as your rotation length. If your 
cropping system is not fixed, pick 
your most commonly planted crops as 
an example.

1 This is a soil quality question.  A more diverse a crop 
rotation that has multiple crops will score better.  For 
continuous cropping or permanent crops, such as 
orchards, use one year as your rotation length.  Include 
only full season crops.  For example, corn silage w/ 
cover crop is one year. A double crop such as early 
peas followed by snap beans counts as one year.  

Based on your rotation or 
management system, enter the number 
of your harvested crops that are 
included in each of the categories 
below (a-e). Crops are grouped based 
on residue quality and quantity.   Do 
not include cover crops in your 
responses.  Examples:  If you have 
corn and wheat in your rotation,  you 
would enter a “2” for question 2d. For 
a corn and soybean rotation, enter "1" 
in 2c (for beans) and "1" in 2d (for 
corn).

The sum of the responses in 2(a-e) must equal the 
number in question 1 and question 11.  This question is 
intended to give more credit for producing higher 
residue crops.

2



a) Enter the number of occurrences in 
your rotation or management system 
that include the following conditions: 
low residue fallow crop periods, idle 
bare fields, or harvested sod.  Sod 
harvested for turf is differentiated 
from hay (which is listed under 2e).

Typically not used in Wisconsin as a part of the normal 
crop rotation.  Only exception would be sod farms.

Common crops in Wisconsin for this category include 
Cabbage, Carrots, Ginseng, Green Peas, and Snap 
Beans.

b) Enter the number of harvested 
crops in your rotation or management 
system that are included in the list 
below (or are similar to the list below 
if not listed):  Artichokes, Asparagus, 
Beans dry edible, Bedding/garden 
plants, Beets, Broccoli, Brussels 
sprouts, Bulbs/corms/rhizomes/tubers-
dry, Cabbage, Carrots, Cauliflower, 
Celery, Cilantro, Collards, 
Cucumbers, Daikon, Dill for oil, 
Eggplant, Endive, Escarole, Fava 
beans, Flower seeds, Flowers cut and 
cut florist greens, Foliage plants, 
Garlic, Ginger root, Ginseng, Green 
peas, Greens, Horseradish, Kale, 
Lettuce, Lima beans, Melons, 
Mustard greens, Nursery crops, Okra, 
Onions, Parsley, Peppers, Pimientos, 
Potted flowering plants, Pumpkins, 
Radishes, Rapini, Rutabagas, Shallots, 
Snap beans, Spinach, Squash, 
Strawberries, Tomatoes, Turnips, 
Vegetables, Watercress.



Common crops include Corn Grain, Cranberries, 
Sugarbush, Mint, Small Grains (Wheat, Triticale, Rye, 
Oats), Orchard/Vineyard Crops (Apples, Grapes, 
Cherries), and Sweet Corn.

d) Enter the number of harvested 
crops in your rotation or management 
system that are included in the list 
below (or are similar to the list below 
if not listed): Amaranth, Chufas, Corn 
Grain/Popcorn, Cranberries, Desert 
grass, Guava, Herbs perennial, Kenaf, 
Maple trees for syrup, Mint all for oil, 
Peppermint for oil, Rice, Sesame, 
Small Grains, Sorghum, Sugarcane, 
Teff, Woody perennials with cover in 
the alleys including Apricots, 
Berry/Fruit Crops (Trees and Shrubs), 
Coffee, Grapes, Nut Trees, Pine trees 
ornamental, Temples, other 
orchard/vineyards crops.

c) Enter the number of harvested 
crops in your rotation or management 
system that are included in the list 
below (or are similar to the list below 
if not listed): Buckwheat, Canola, 
Castor beans, Chicory, Coffee and 
other woody perennials (orchards, 
vineyards) without cover in the alleys, 
Corn dry fodder hogged or grazed, 
Corn or sorghum silage, Cotton, 
Crambe, Flaxseed, Guar, Hops, 
Lentils, Mungbeans, Mustard seed, 
Pea type crops, Peanuts, Pineapples, 
Potatoes, Rapeseed, Safflower, Sage, 
Soybeans, Sugarbeets, Sunflower, 
Sweet potatoes, Tobacco, High 
Residue Fallow (>50% cover during 
the critical erosion period).

Common crops in Wisconsin for this category include 
Corn Silage, Potatoes, and Soybeans.



e) Enter the number of harvested 
crops in your rotation or management 
system that are included in the list 
below (or are similar to the list below 
if not listed):   Dichondra, Grass 
Hay/Seed, Legume Hay
/Seed, Lotus root, or similar 
herbaceous perennial crops.  This 
does not include grass harvested for 
sod.

Include perennial crops taken for silage as well.  
Include the establishment year for hay even if grown 
with a companion crop.  A companion crop is seeded 
along with the perennial crop to help control weeds and 
reduce erosion.  Common companion crops may 
include (but not limited to) oats, forage peas, and 
triticale.

3 Does your rotation or management 
system contain a cover crop that you 
do not harvest?

3.1 Enter the number of years during the 
rotation length you plant an cover 
crop not for harvest (if the crop 
management system is a vineyard, 
orchard or other similar permanent 
crop, answer Q#3.2)

Enter the total number of crops after which cover crops 
(includes grasses, legumes, forbs, or other herbaceous 
plants) are established as seasonal or perennial cover 
and not harvested.  This can include volunteer cover 
crop species mixes if the ground is nearly 100% 
covered. For the purpose of this question, a cover crop 
cannot be harvested or grazed. A green manure crop 
could be considered as a cover crop if it is maintained 
until just prior to planting the next crop and is not 
harvested. 

3.2 Enter the percent (expressed as a 
decimal number) of the time the 
management system has a cover crop 
maintained between the rows

For permanent cover in a vineyard/orchard enter 1.0, or 
enter 0.4 (eg) if the cover is only established for 40% 
of the year.

3.3 Choose the answer below (a-c) that 
best describes when the cover crop is 
terminated.



a) Cover crop is terminated prior to 
flowering for non-legumes or between 
0-24% bloom for legumes or brassicas

b) Cover crop is terminated at or after 
flowering but prior to seed 
development for non-legumes or 
between 25-49% bloom for legumes 
or brassicas
c) Cover crop is terminated at or after 
soft dough stage for non-legumes or 
after 50% bloom for legumes or 
brassicas

4 Enter the number of different crop 
species/types in your rotation or 
management system, including 
different types of cover crops.  For 
example, a corn, soybeans, wheat 
rotation with a fall cover crop would 
be 4.  A corn, corn, soybean rotation 
would be 2.

Corn grain and corn silage is considered one crop type.  
Count hay as one crop even if composed of several 
different species.  Using 2 or more species in a mix of 
companion or cover crops would be counted as one 
specie.  Example: a Cg-Cs-O-H-H rotation would have 
3 types of crops.  Corn silage w/ cover crop would be 2 
types.   

5 Do you intentionally flood at least 1/3 
of the cropland for wetland wildlife 
when crops are not growing? If "NO", 
skip to Question 6.

Must be planned, intentional, controlled flooding for 
the purpose of benefitting wildlife; do not include 
flooding for cranberry harvest.  Intentionally flooding 
cropland to benefit wildlife is not a common practice in 
Wisconsin.

5.1 Cropland is intentionally flooded:
a) Less than 2 months per year.
b)  2 months per year on heavy clay 
soils (Hydrologic group C or D).

c) 3 months per year on heavy clay 
soils (Hydrologic group C or D)



d) 4 months per year on heavy clay 
soils (Hydrologic group C or D).

e) More than 4 months per year on 
heavy clay soils (Hydrologic group C 
or D).

5.2 Cropland is intentionally flooded:
a) Less than 2 out of 3 years.
b) 2 out of 3 years.
c) Annual flooding.

5.3 Considering all of your cropland, 
what percentage is normally flooded?

a) Less than 33%
b) 33 - 50%
c) 51 - 75%
d) More than 75%

6 Does your rotation, orchard or 
vineyard include hay or other grass or 
legume cover? If "NO," skip to
Question 7.

Soybeans is not considered a legume cover for question 
6.  

6.1 How many years of hay or other 
perennial(s) do you have in your 
rotation? OR How often do you grow 
a cover between rows in your orchard 
or vineyard? – include the 
establishment year.

Answer "1" for land in permanent hay or for 
orchards/vineyards that have permanent cover between 
the rows. 



6.2 From the STATE populated look up 
table and the choices below (a-d), 
select the one that best describes the 
mix of plants growing in your hay 
fields. From the State populated look 
up table-Select
'Species Info' button to view lists.

These questions are based on the species that were 
intentionally planted.  See the CMT Guide for the 
species identified in List A and List B.

a) Hayland is composed of species 
from List B.

If there are no species from List A, check this answer.

b) Hayland is predominantly species 
from List B but one or more species 
from List A makes up at least 30% of 
the stand.
c) Hayland is composed of 1 or 2 
species from List A that make up at 
least 60% of the stand.
d) Hayland is composed of 3 or more 
species from List A that make up at 
least 60% of the stand.

6.3 Select the choice that best describes 
your schedule for mowing hay.  This 
question assesses the impact of hay 
mowing practices on wildlife.

a) The entire field is cut during the 
nesting season

All acres of hay are harvest at least once between May 
15th - August 1st.



b) Up to one half of the field is cut 
during the nesting season (with some 
areas excluded for wildlife) using 
wildlife friendly techniques (such as 
minimum mowing height, flushing 
bars, mowing toward the outside of 
the field, mow only during daylight).

Minimum mowing height is 6".  At least 50% of hay is 
NOT mowed between May 15th - August 1st.  Acres 
that are mowed during the nesting season must use 
wildlife-friendly techniques.

c) Hay cut after 75% of the nesting 
season is completed.

All mowing/haying operations are delayed until after 
July 10th.

d) Hay cut not more than once per 
year and is cut after 75% of the 
nesting season using wildlife- friendly 
harvest techniques.

All mowing/haying operations are delayed until after 
July 10th AND acres harvested during the nesting 
season use wildlife-friendly techniques.

e) Hay cut not more than once per 
year and is cut after the nesting 
season.
f) Hay cut occasionally, but not each 
year and is cut before or after the 
nesting season using wildlife- friendly 
harvest techniques.

7 Do you have any areas such as field 
borders, filter strips, buffers, odd 
areas, windbreaks, wetlands, brushy 
draws, hedgerows, seeps, shallow 
water areas, riparian areas, vegetated 
ditches, CRP land, native vegetated 
communities, center pivot corners or 
other similar areas that provide 
wildlife, pollinator and/or beneficial 
insect habitat within or adjacent to 
your cropland (orchards, hayland, 
vineyards, etc.)?  You must own or 

  



7.1 Select the choice that best describes 
the plants growing on the areas that 
provide wildlife, pollinator and/or 
beneficial insect habitat within or 
adjacent to the crop/hay field.

Answer this question based on an average for the fields 
in the rotation. To determine species of benefit to 
wildlife, refer to the plant species in Wisconsin 
Agronomy Technical Notes 5 (native species), 6 
(introduced species, 8 (pollinator biology and habitat), 
and 645 Upland Wildlife Habitat Management Practice 
Standard. 

a) Less than 33% of the vegetation is 
native or introduced species that 
provide food and cover for wildlife, 
pollinators, and/or beneficial insects.

For example, monocultures of Reed Canarygrass, 
Smooth Bromegrass/Quack Grass, Kentucky 
Bluegrass, Invasive Species, etc.

b) 33 – 67% of the vegetation is 
native or introduced species that 
provide food and cover for wildlife, 
pollinators, and/or beneficial insects.

c) More than 67% of the vegetation is 
native or introduced species that 
provide food and cover for wildlife, 
pollinators, and/or beneficial insects.

7.2 Select the choice that best describes 
the AMOUNT of wildlife, pollinator 
and/or beneficial insect habitat within 
or adjacent to the crop/hay field.

Answer this question based on an average for the fields 
in the rotation.  Example:  2 acres of mix of trees 
adjacent to 18 acre crop field [2/18 = 11%].  Make a 
visual estimate from maps.  Detailed documented 
measurements are not necessary.

a) Habitat is less than 1% of the 
crop/hay field.
b) Habitat is between 1% and 5% of 
the crop/hay field.
c) Habitat is between 6% and 10 % of 
the crop/hay field.



d) Habitat is more than 10% of the 
crop/hay field.

7.3 Select the choice that best describes 
the average WIDTH of wildlife, 
pollinator and/or beneficial insect 
habitat within or adjacent to the 
crop/hay field.

Answer this question based on an average for the fields 
in the rotation. Wildlife habitat is defined as an area 
that is not routinely disturbed by agricultural or other 
land management operations, has permanent vegetative 
cover that reaches a height of at least 6 inches during 
the growing season and/or may include tree and shrub 
cover.

a) less than 30 feet wide
b) 30 to 75 feet wide
c) 76 to 120 feet wide
d) more than 120 feet wide

7.4 What is the average distance (ft.) from 
the center of the crop/hay field to the 
wildlife, pollinator and/or beneficial 
insect habitat?

Answer this question based on an average for the fields 
in the rotation. The distance to the wildlife cover is 
measured from the approximate center of the crop/hay 
field (may be visually estimated) to the nearest edge of 
the wildlife cover.  Use the average for multiple habitat 
areas.

a) More than 1320 feet
b) 660 to 1320 feet
c) 330 to 659 feet
d) Less than 330 feet

8 Do you intentionally leave 
unharvested crops in the field for 
wildlife food/cover on an annual 
basis?

Must be planned, intentional food plots, on an annual 
basis.  Harvest can occur immediately prior to spring 
tillage or planting operations.  Food plot areas do not 
have to be in permanent locations (i.e. they may rotate 
in location year to year).     

Choose the answer below (a-b) that 
best describes how much you leave.



a) 1/4 − <1 acre of food plot or 
unharvested grain per 40 acres of 
cropland (minimum 30 feet wide
and next to noncrop cover).
b) > 1 acre of food plot or unharvested 
grain per 40 acres of cropland 
(minimum 30 feet wide and next to 
noncrop cover).

9 Before field operations, do you check 
soil moisture by methods such as 
moisture-by-feel or more 
sophisticated methods to minimize 
soil compaction?

Select if soil moisture conditions are closely monitored 
to minimize compaction and field operations are not 
performed under high soil moisture conditions. 
Moisture should be tested by feel or other locally 
recommended method.  Hand sampling for 
friability/compatibility, vehicle wheel track observation 
and/or soil moisture probes are examples of what can 
be done.

Water Conservation and Residue 

Do you consistently use controlled 
traffic methods (either GPS or manual 
methods) to minimize soil 
compaction?

10 Controlled traffic is a system that manages field 
equipment (tractors, combines, spray equipment, etc) 
so that it follows the same tracks in the field year after 
year so that compaction is confined to the same wheel 
tracks. Controlled traffic can be accomplished by using 
high tech methods such as GPS controlled equipment 
or low tech methods such as field markers. This refers 
to controlled traffic for all field operations including 
tillage and planting. The applicant must provide 
evidence of a meaningful system to manage vehicle 
traffic patterns in the cropfield that are reproducible 
(reference markers, GPS or other systems).  Only 
driving on headlands during harvest doesn't count.



a) Enter the number of crops in your 
rotation that have full width tillage, 
deeper than 4 inches that involves soil 
inversion and lifting (such as plows or 
deep disking). This does not include 
fertilizer injectors.

This category includes any operation that extends 
deeper than 4" in the soil and completely turns the soil 
over leaving very little residue on the soil surface 
(<30%).  The most common implement to fit this 
category is the moldboard plow.  Plowing is done 
either in the spring or fall.

b) Enter the number of crops in your 
rotation that have full width tillage, 
deeper than 4 inches that involves soil 
fracturing and lifting (such as 
subsoilers, rippers or paraplows). In 
orchards and vineyards, ignore 
alternate year cultivation in every 
other alleyway during the dry season 
to manage moisture competition.

This category includes primary tillage implements that 
are full-width and extend deeper than 4" into the soil.  
Common implements include disk rippers, chisel 
plows, subsoilers, and heavy disks.  Primary tillage is 
completed in the spring or fall.

The sum of numbers entered for A-F must equal the 
total number of crops (years) in the rotation.  A-B deal 
with primary tillage that extends deeper than 4" in the 
soil profile.  C-D deal with mulch-till systems that are 
shallower than 4" and leave >30% residue at planting.  
E-F deal with no-till/strip-till systems.   When 
answering this question keep the following things in 
mind: a) The purpose of these questions is to assess the 
amount of soil disturbance that takes place during a 
rotation. b) When assessing a tillage scenario that does 
not match the 6 choices offered, consider how it relates 
in terms of soil disturbance to the choices that are 
offered. c) If you feel that the amount of soil 
disturbance falls between two choices, select the lower 
choice.  Choose the response that most closely fits the 
amount of soil disturbance. Choose “f” for orchards or 
vineyards with permanent grass.

Answer each residue management 
and/or tillage system question below:

11



c) Enter the number of crops in your 
rotation that have full width tillage 
performed after harvest and leaves 
more than 30% residue cover.  In 
orchards and vineyards, ignore 
alternate year cultivation in every 
other alleyway during dry season to 
manage moisture competition.  Does 
not include seedbed preparation 
immediately prior to planting of a 
cover crop.

This category includes tillage completed in the fall.  
Implements typically used do not extend deeper than 4" 
in the soil profile and generally leave more than 30% 
residue through the winter.  Common implements 
include tandem disks, harrows, soil finishers, and 
vertical tillage tools (Turbo-till, super coulter, 
McFarlane Reel Disk, etc).

d) Enter the number of crops in your 
rotation for which you use 
conservation tillage (includes mulch 
tillage) and maintain greater than 30% 
residue cover after planting. Residue 
cover includes crop residues, cover 
crops, composts or other natural 
mulch materials; it does not include 
plastic.

This category includes tillage completed in the spring.  
No fall tillage is conducted before planting.  
Implements typically used do not extend deeper than 4" 
in the soil profile and generally leave more than 30% 
residue after planting.  Common implements include 
tandem disks, harrows, soil finishers, and vertical 
tillage tools (Turbo-till, super coulter, McFarlane Reel 
Disk, etc).

e) Enter the number of crops in your 
rotation for which you use a no till 
system that maintains greater than 
50% residue cover after planting. 
Residue cover includes crop residues, 
cover crops, composts or other natural 
mulch materials; it does not include 
plastic.

This category includes both no-till and strip-till 
systems that typically leave >50% residue after 
planting.  This would include planting into soybean or 
small grain stubble.  If you are using a no-till/strip-till 
system for crops that may have <50% residue after 
planting, include them here as well.  This may include 
planting after corn silage, carrots, peas, snap beans, 
etc.)



12 Select the choice that best describes 
the average condition of crop residues 
left in the field during the winter for 
wildlife cover.

Select your answer based on the predominant type 
(50% or more) of overwintering conditions for the 
rotation.

a)  Residue is removed or buried (i.e., 
fall tillage, undisturbed soybean 
residue or any kind of harvested 
silage).

Select if the fields have fall tillage, soybean stubble, or 
corn silage stubble present for the winter months.  
Residue left after green peas, snap beans, carrots, etc. 
would also be included here.  Also include areas where 
residue is harvested (wheat straw, corn stalk bales, etc.)

b)   Crop residue chopped or shredded 
with no soil disturbance or grasses or 
legumes are included in the rotation 
and cover the field during winter.

Select if no fall tillage, but crop residue is chopped and 
left in the field.  This would include residue processed 
with combine chopper head.  Also select if hay is in the 
rotation and a last cutting is usually taken after a killing 
frost.

c)  Crop residues are gleaned by 
livestock but no mechanical 
disturbance of residue or soils.

Select if residue is NOT chopped or mechanically 
harvested, but rather gleaned by livestock.

f) Enter the number of crops in your 
rotation for which you use a no till 
system that maintains greater than 
75% residue cover after planting. 
Residue cover includes crop residues, 
cover crops, composts or other natural 
mulch materials; it does not include 
plastic. For systems using perennials 
with no tillage after year of 
establishment, include the number of 
years of perennials. For vineyards, 
orchards or other permanent crops, 
enter 1 here.

This category includes both no-till and strip-till 
systems that typically leave >75% residue after 
planting.  Common scenarios would include planting 
into corn stalks or grasses/legumes.  If you have hay in 
the rotation with no tillage after establishment, include 
the years of hay in which no tillage occurs  [Example: 
you have a Cg-Cg-Oats/H-H-H-H rotation where 
tillage is used to establish corn and the new Oats/Hay 
seeding; therefore, you would enter "3" (for the 3 years 
of hay in which no-tillage occurs)].  



d)  Crop residue, grain stubble, 
hay/forage crop, or cover crop left 
standing overwinter.  Height is less
than 8 inches.

This would include fields where there is no 
processing/removal of residue (may include hay, small 
grain stubble, and sweet corn residue).

e)   Crop residue, grain stubble, 
hay/forage crop, or cover crop left 
standing overwinter. Height is greater 
than 8 inches.

This category may include corn stalks that are left 
intact after harvest (no gleaning or mechanical 
alterations) and hay greater than 8".  Fields that are 
picked for ear corn or small grain fields that use a 
stripper header may also qualify.

13 Is your cropland or hayland managed 
so there are no visible signs of erosion 
or gullies?

Heavy rain = 2 inch rain.  "no signs of erosion or 
gullies" means significant observable erosion, such as 
ephemeral, gully, or deposition.  

14 Select any of the following practices 
that are applied on your cropland or 
hayland acres:

These practices do not need to be installed to NRCS 
standards and specifications.  The practices however 
should have a benefit to the resource.

contour farming (330)
contour orchard or other fruit area 
(331)
contour strip cropping (585)
windbreaks (380)
terraces (600)
diversions (362)
hillside ditch (423) Not typical in Wisconsin.  A hillside ditch is a channel 

constructed across the slope with a supporting ridge on 
the lower side.  

grassed waterways (412) for erosion 
stabilization and concentrated flow

grade stabilization structure (410)

Erosion, & Runoff Information



rock barrier (555) Not typically in Wisconsin.  A Rock Barrier is a 
retaining wall constructed of rock across the slope to 
form and support a bench terrace on sloping land.  

contour buffer strips (332)
herbaceous wind barriers (603) Could be present where wind erosion is the primary 

resource concern.  Herbaceous wind barriers are 
narrow strips of grass or other non-woody species 
established at designed intervals across the field and 
perpendicular to the prevailing wind direction.  More 
common in WI than cross wind trap strips. 

cross wind trap strips (589C) Could be present where wind erosion is the primary 
resource concern.  Cross wind trap strips are strips of 
grass or other herbaceous cover established to trap 
wind-borne sediment and provide protection down 
wind from the strip(s).

15 Do you apply any pesticides on your 
crop or hayland acres? A "No" answer 
for a rotation does not generate a 
negative response for that same 
rotation.

Includes organic and synthetic chemicals.  Organic 
farms using botanicals would check "yes".   Answering 
"No" that no pesticides are applied does not penalize 
the applicant.

15.1 Select the choice that best describes 
how you manage pests on your 
cropland or hayland acres.

a) Pesticides are applied to all crops in 
the rotation without utilizing any pest 
prevention, avoidance, monitoring, or 
suppression (PAMS) strategies.

Check if not using any Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) components listed in "b".  Unlikely that this will 
apply.

Pest Management Information



 IPM includes a wide array of grazing management and 
site specific prevention, avoidance, monitoring, and 
suppression management techniques. Prevention - 
Preventing pest populations (e.g., using pest-free seeds 
and sprigs, feeding hay without any noxious weed 
seeds, and scheduling irrigation to avoid situations 
conducive to disease development, etc.). Avoidance - 
Avoiding pest impacts (e.g., using pest-resistant 
varieties, select non-invasive forage species, etc.). 
Monitoring - Identifying the extent of pest populations 
and/or the probability of future populations (e.g., pest 
scouting, soil testing, weather forecasting, etc.). 
Suppression - Suppressing a pest population or its 
impacts using cultural, biological, or chemical pest 
controls. Example: Cultural - Monitoring forage stand 
density and canopy cover and enhancing it as needed to 
suppress weed entry. Note: Guidance on appropriate 
IPM management techniques is available from 
Cooperative Extension (<insert webpage>). 

b) Pesticides are applied to some 
crops in the rotation using a site-
specific combination of each pest 
prevention, avoidance, monitoring, 
and suppression (PAMS) strategies, 
OR pesticides are applied to all crops 
in the rotation using only one, two or 
three of the four PAMS strategies.

Must meet requirements in "b" and should have 
documentation that economic threshold levels are 
being considered/utilized.  An economic threshold is 
the number of pests (weeds, insects, diseases, etc.) per 
some unit (square foot, acre, plant, etc.) that, if left 
uncontrolled, will soon increase to levels high enough 
to cause economic injury that is equal to the cost of 
suppression. Pest management environmental risk is 
reduced by applying mitigation techniques. Mitigation 
techniques include both IPM management techniques, 
such as timing pesticide application to avoid heavy 
rainfall. Appropriate mitigation techniques may be 
selected based on environmental risk evaluation with 
tools like the NRCS Windows Pesticide Screening 
Tool (WIN-PST).  

c) Pesticides are applied to all crops in 
the rotation utilizing a site-specific 
combination of each pest prevention, 
avoidance, monitoring, and 
suppression (PAMS) strategies.



15.2 Do you use an environmental risk 
screening tool (such as WIN-PST or 
similar approved tool) to reduce 
pesticide risk to soil and water 
resources?

Should have documentation that an evaluation has been 
completed.

16 Do you apply organic or inorganic 
nutrients on your cropland or hayland 
acres? This includes irrigation water, 
biosolids, organic by-products, and 
commercial fertilizers.  A "No" 
answer for a rotation does not 
generate a negative response for that 
same rotation.

Nutrients provided  by cover crops are not addressed 
within this section. If a CCA written 590 Nutrient 
Management Plan is available for ALL of the offered 
acres AND there is documentation of implementation 
you can "presume" that nutrients are being applied to 
crop need and over application is not occurring. With a 
590 plan in effect the following ranking questions are 
likely to score the maximum available points. Note as 
necessary the specific reason when full points were not 
awarded.  

16.1 Do you apply nutrients from organic 
sources?

If the producer only applies inorganic fertilizer answer 
"no".   Should have sufficient records such as soil tests, 
crop yield records, lab analysis of organic nutrient 
source NPK content, and nutrient application records 
available upon request.   This question is specific to 
organic soil amendments and not inorganic fertilizer.  It 
is scored based only on the addition of organic soil 
amendments where utilized. 

16.1.1 Are the organic sources analyzed to 
determine nutrient content, and heavy 
metal content, if sewage waste/sludge 
is a source?

Answer "yes" if the organic amendments are analyzed 
by a lab, otherwise answer "no".  Principal organic 
products used in WI include manure, municipal 
biosolids (sewage sludge), leachate and whey. Other 
organic amendments include: compost, sawdust, wood 
chips, paper mill sludge, leaves, grass clippings, peat 
moss.  Crop residue is not considered an amendment 
unless harvested and transported to another field.   

Nutrient Management Information



16.1.1a Consider the primary nutrient (i.e., N, 
P or K) contained in the organic 
source in the LEAST quantity, select 
the answer that best matches the 
planned rotation on your operation.

Utilize UW Fast Facts, UW-Extension Publication 
A2809, or other recognized reference to determine crop 
nutrient need.  The primary nutrient in most organic 
sources which is available in the LEAST quantity per 
ton applied is Nitrogen.

a) The organic source applied exceeds 
this nutrient need on all the crops.

Applies to N,P,K. N crop need is calculated on an 
annual basis, P and K crop need would be calculated 
over the crop rotation. Nutrient application for N,P,K 
exceeds the crop need for ALL crops in the rotation.

b) The organic source applied exceeds 
this nutrient need on some of the 
crops.

Applies to N,P,K. N crop need is calculated on an 
annual basis, P and K crop need would be calculated 
over the crop rotation. Nutrient application for N,P,K 
exceeds the crop need for SOME crops in the rotation.

c) The organic source applied meets 
this nutrient needs on some of the 
crops.

Nutrients will need to be  supplemented  with another 
source. NO nutrient application will exceed crop need.

d) The organic source applied meets 
this nutrient need on all of the crops.

The proper rate, amount, timing and placement for N 
(annual basis) and P/K (rotational basis) is achieved for 
all crops over the rotation.

16.1.1b Consider the primary nutrient (i.e., N, 
P or K) contained in the organic 
source in the GREATEST 
quantity, select the answer that best 
matches the planned rotation on your 
operation.

Utilize UW Fast Facts, UW-Extension Publication 
A2809, or other recognized reference to determine crop 
nutrient need.  The primary nutrient in most organic 
sources which is available in the GREATEST quantity 
per ton applied is Potassium (K).

a) The organic source applied exceeds 
this nutrient need on all the crops.

Applies to N,P,K. N crop need is calculated on an 
annual basis, P and K crop need would be calculated 
over the crop rotation. Nutrient application for N,P,K 
exceeds the crop need for ALL crops in the rotation.



b) The organic source applied exceeds 
this nutrient need on some of the 
crops.

Applies to N,P,K. N crop need is calculated on an 
annual basis, P and K crop need would be calculated 
over the crop rotation. Nutrient application for N,P,K 
exceeds the crop need for SOME crops in the rotation

c) The organic source applied meets 
this nutrient needs on some of the 
crops.

Nutrients will need to be  supplemented  with another 
source. NO nutrient application will exceed crop need.

d) The organic source applied meets 
this nutrient need on all of the crops.

The proper rate, amount, timing and placement for N 
(annual basis) and P/K (rotational basis) is achieved for 
all crops over the rotation.

16.2 Do you soil test ALL crop and 
hayland fields (or tissue test for 
orchards, vineyards, or other
permanent crops) following local land 
grant university guidance (e.g., 
annually, every 3 years, every 4 years, 
etc)?

This question gives credit for producers who soil test 
and/or conduct tissue analysis.  Should be able to 
document soil tests on all cropland acres.  UW soil 
testing requirement is to soil sample a minimum of 
every 4 years (minimum 1 sample per 5 acres; unless 
the field was tested within the past 4 years and soil test 
levels fell in the non-responsive range; per UW 

          16.2.1 Consider the primary nutrient (i.e., N, 
P or K) needed the MOST for the 
planned crop rotation according to the 
soil test results, select the answer that 
best matches the planned rotation of 
your operation. The response should 
consider established crop yield 
records or state derived realistic crop 
yields in excess of the 
guidance/recommendations.

Nitrogen (N) is the primary nutrient for corn and other 
non-legume crops.  Phosphorus (P) and Potassium (K) 
are the primary nutrient for legume/vegetables crops.  
For forage crops (ex. Alfalfa, red clover, hairy vetch, 
birdsfoot trefoil,and other legumes), K is the primary 
nutrient.  If documentation is not provided/available 
answer "a".

a) The nutrient application rate 
applied exceeds the soil test 
recommendation on all the crops.

Applies to all primary nutrients, specifically to N on 
yearly basis that exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs.

b) The nutrient application rate 
applied exceeds the soil test 
recommendation on some of the 
crops.

Applies to all primary nutrients, specifically to N on 
yearly basis that exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs.



c) The nutrient application rate 
applied meets the soil test 
recommendation on some of the 
crops.

Applies to all primary nutrients, specifically to N on 
yearly basis that exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs.

d) The nutrient application rate 
applied meets the soil test 
recommendation on all of the crops.

The proper rate, amount, timing and placement is 
achieved for rotation.

16.2.2 Consider the primary nutrient (i.e., N, 
P or K) needed the LEAST for the 
planned crop rotation according to the 
soil test results, select the answer that 
best matches the planned rotation of 
your operation. The response should 
consider established crop yield 
records or state derived realistic crop 
yields in excess of the 
guidance/recommendations.

This question correlates the primary nutrient rate 
applied to the primary nutrient amount listed by the soil 
test results to be in the largest supply thus garnering the 
smallest need by the crop.

a) The nutrient application rate 
applied exceeds the soil test 
recommendation on all the crops.

Applies to all primary nutrients, specifically to N on 
yearly basis that exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs

b) The nutrient application rate 
applied exceeds the soil test 
recommendation on some of the 
crops.

Applies to all primary nutrients, specifically to N on 
yearly basis that exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs

c) The nutrient application rate 
applied meets the soil test 
recommendation on some of the 
crops.

Applies to all primary nutrients, specifically to N on 
yearly basis that exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs

d) The nutrient application rate 
applied meets the soil test 
recommendation on all of the crops.

The proper rate, amount, timing and placement is 
achieved for rotation.



16.3 Consider nutrients bound (i.e., 
residual nutrients) in manure, cover 
crops, previous crop residues, organic 
matter or irrigation water, select the 
answer that best matches the planned 

t ti    ti

Use UW Fast Facts or A2809 to determine appropriate 
nutrient credits. Mineralization of nutrients from 
organic matter and crop residue is factored into the UW 
recommendations for nutrient application.

a) Nutrients are not credited from any 
source to any  crop.
b) Nutrients are credited from some 
sources to some of the crops.

c) Nutrients are credited from some 
sources to all of the crops.
d) Nutrients are credited from all 
sources and to all crops.

16.4 Consider the nitrogen needs of the 
crops in the rotation that follow a 
legume crop or legume cover crop, 
what average percent  (enter response 
in decimal format) of the nitrogen 
needs are supplied by the legume crop 
or cover crop?

Depends on the legume specie and stand density. Refer 
to A-2809 Nutrient application rate guidelines for field, 
vegetable and fruit crops in Wisconsin--Chapter 9, 
Tables 9.4 and 9.5 page 79 or  refer to  the nutrient 
management plan for a more precise average.   If no 
formal documentation is available, and a legume is the 
rotation, then answer "20%". 

16.5 Consider in-season nitrogen analysis 
management systems (e.g., 
GreenSeeker®, SPAD meter, Adapt-
N, PSNT, etc.), select the answer that 
best matches the planned rotation on 
your operation.

For Wisconsin producers, plant analysis and PSNT are  
currently the only approved in-season tools recognized 
by UW for N recommendations.

a) Systems are not used for the 
planned rotation.
b) Systems are used 74% or less of the 
crops in the planned rotation.

Used for making in-season N recs. For corn, wheat and 
potatoes.  



c) Systems are used on 75% or more 
of the crops in the planned rotation.

Used for making in-season N recs. For corn, wheat and 
potatoes.  

16.6 Select all that apply when you apply 
fertilizer or manure.

Must apply to the majority of the nutrients applied on 
the land.   This question pertains to the method of 
application.

a) incorporate (within 24 hours) or 
inject manure or fertilizer at least 2 
inches deep.
b) precision agriculture techniques are 
used in the application of fertilizer 
and manure.

Precision ag techniques include methods that allow the 
precise placement of nutrients based on variations in 
soils and needs of crops. Precision ag generally, but not 
always, requires the use of GPS to control placement.

c) apply on 80% residue cover or 80% 
crop canopy.

Majority (i.e. >50%)  of nutrients applied after crop 
emergence (sidedress), or surface applied on corn stalk 
residue or hay fields.

d) None of the above
16.7 Select the answer that best describes 

when you apply the majority of 
nutrients.

This question pertains to the timing of application.

a) Most of the manure or fertilizer is 
applied more than one month prior to 
planting or more than one month prior 
to “greenup” of perennial crops.

The majority of nutrients for the crop rotation are 
applied in the fall.

b) Most of the manure or fertilizer is 
applied within one month prior to 
planting or within one month prior to 
“greenup” for perennial crops.

The majority of nutrients for the crop rotation are 
applied in the spring prior to crop emergence or growth 
of perennial crops.



c) Most of the manure or fertilizer is 
applied after crop emergence or after 
annual growth begins
(greenup) for perennial crops.

Commonly applies to mid-season fertilizer application 
to hay fields using one application.  Would also apply 
to split applications where less than 50% of the 
nutrients are applied after crop emergence.

d) Most of the manure or fertilizer is 
applied as a split application (pre-
plant & post plant), according to soil 
tests or crop growth stages.  
Application split must be at least 50% 
post emergence.

if a split application is used but less than 50% of the 
nutrients are applied post-emergence select "c".  

17 Do you have any salinity or sodicity 
(alkaline soils or seeps) concerns on 
your cropland or hayland? If
"YES," answer Questions 17.1 – 17.2.

This should be answered "no" for Wisconsin.   This 
question applies only on soils that have potential 
problems with salinity or sodicity.  Answering “no”, 
does not penalize the applicant.

17.1 Consider methods to minimize 
subsurface water flow to saline seep 
areas, do you grow high water use 
crops or salt tolerant crops, or do you 
use cropping patterns to generate this 
effect?

This should be answered "no" for Wisconsin. 

17.2 Do you manage nutrient application 
(type and rate) based on yield effects 
due to salinity?

This should be answered "no" for Wisconsin.

18 Do you irrigate cropland and/or 
hayland? If "YES," answer Questions 
18.1 - 18.5. NOTE: a “YES”
answer includes wastewater 
application from on farm waste 
storage facilities.

Salinity, Sodicity, and Irrigation 



18.1 Have you implemented an irrigation 
water management plan?

18.2 Do you measure and record the 
amount of water you use to irrigate?

Answer "yes" if records are available for irrigation 
scheduling including dates, timing, rate of application, 
and total applied.

18.3 Do you schedule your irrigations and 
the amount applied based on the 
monitoring of soil moisture and/or 
crop evapotranspiration?

Answer "yes" if using the WI Irrigation Scheduler or 
similar program.  Could include installation of 
tensiometers, TDT sensors, TDR probes, etc.  

18.4 Has your irrigation system 
distribution uniformity been 
evaluated, and necessary changes 
made based on the test results?

Answer "yes" if utilizing the catch-can test w/ changes 
made if needed.

18.5 Do you irrigate areas where you have 
salinity concerns or that contribute (or 
may contribute) subsurface water flow 
to saline seeps.  If “YES” answer 
18.5.1

This should be answered "no" for Wisconsin.

18.5.1 Do you manage irrigations based on 
your crop tolerance, and salinity 
levels in your soil and irrigation 
water?



Applicant                                                                         

Date                                   

Question 
# PASTURELAND OPERATION DATA Response WI Guidance

Responses to the questions below may 
potentially be required; dependent upon the 
activities (i.e. enhancements/practices) 
selected for inclusion in the 
application/contract.

Linear feet of existing field borders
Linear feet of existing filter strips and riparian 
herbaceous cover buffers (count both sides if 
controlled)
Linear feet of existing riparian forest buffer(s) 
(count both sides if controlled)
Number of existing water facilities (do not 
include facilities on “other lands”)
Linear feet of ALL existing permanent fence 
on the land use
Number of existing pumping plants
Number of single speed electric motors (do 
not include headquarters or CAFOs)
Acres of existing windbreaks or shelterbelts

Irrigated acres
Acres of pasture WITHOUT a mixed stand of 
native grasses and/or legumes
Acres of soil that were once prairie (reference 
soil survey)
Acres in an organic system
Acres in a transition to organic system
Acres of a pilot project that meet the State 
defined criteria
Acres of a research and demonstration project 
that meet the State defined criteria

Acres of critical area planting needed to 
address a resource concern
Linear feet of fence needed  to address a 
resource concern
Linear feet of windbreak/shelterbelt 
establishment needed to address a resource 
Acres of fuelbreak needed to address a 
resource concern
Acres of riparian herbaceous cover needed to 
address a resource concern

Selected pastureland amounts

Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT) Pastureland Operation Data FY 2014-1



Acres of forest riparian buffer needed to 
address a resource concern
Linear feet of firebreak needed to address a 
resource concern
Number of watering facilities needed to 
address a resource concern



Question 
#

PASTURELAND - Existing Activity 
Conservation Performance

Pasture 
Mixture 1

Pasture 
Mixture 2

Pasture 
Mixture 3

Pasture 
Mixture 4

Pasture 
Mixture 5 WI Guidance

Identify (list) the pasture mixture type(s) in 
the boxes to the right.  

If your operation includes multiple 
pastureland species mixes (example:  
Pastureland Mixture 1 = bluegrass; 
Pastureland Mixture 2 = alfalfa/brome) 
identify (list) the pasture mixture in the 
boxes to the left and answer the CMT 
questions below separately for each 
different pastureland mix.   A maximum of 
different 5 pasture species mixes can be 
listed.  Pastures with similar species mixes 
should be grouped together.  Account for 
all pasture acreage.  If more than 1 pasture 
mix is present on your operation - label on 
a map to identify the location of the 
different pasture mix types. 

1 Do you have an adequate grazing and 
roughage supply to meet forage demands of 
livestock and wildlife? Grass and hay for 
livestock and purchased hay are included in 
this answer. This includes where wildlife 
regularly consume forage in pastures.

2 SELECT ONE (a-c) Grazing Management 
level BELOW

Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT) Inventory Questions FY 2014-1

Applicant                                                                         

Date                                   

For Pastureland applications answer the Pastureland - Existing Activity Conservation Performance questions below.  Applicant should be prepared to provide 
documentation/records to support answers.



a) Forages are grazed below established 
minimum grazing heights.

Use this category for overgrazed 
pastures where forage heights are 
below the minimum thresholds: 2" for 
bluegrass; 3" for cool season 
grasses/legumes; 6" for warm season 
grasses.

b) Forages are grazed at or above established 
minimum grazing heights.  Spot grazing 
occurs on
50% or more of the acres.

Use this category where an adequate 
forage-animal balance exists.  
Although there is enough forage to 
support the animals, grazing in patches 
or spots occur on more than 50% of the 
pasture resulting in uneven forage 
heights. Spot-grazing often occurs 
when livestock density or number in a 
pasture is too low or the pasture 
contains areas of unpalatable forage 
species.

c) Forages are grazed at or above established 
minimum grazing heights.  Spot grazing 
occurs on less than 50% of the acres.

Use this category where an adequate 
forage-animal balance exists and the 
pasture is uniformly grazed on most 
areas.

3 From the STATE populated look up table 
and the choices below (a-d), select the one 
that best describes the mix of plants growing 
in your pasture.  Note: functional group 
means warm season, cool season, forbs, 
legumes, annual, etc. From the State 
populated look up table-Select 'Species Info' 
button to view lists.

Functional groups are cool season, 
warm season, legumes, and forbs.  
Refer to the CMT Guide to determine 
the functional group (cool season, 
warm season, legume, forb) for the 
species.  The species in the mix do not 
need to be identified on the chart.  

a)  One dominant perennial forage species. Dominant means the majority of 
observed cover.

b)  Two or more dominant forage species all 
from one functional group.
c) Two or more dominant forage species 
representing two functional groups.



d)  Three or more dominant forage species 
representing at least two functional groups 
with at least one being a legume.

4 From the STATE populated look up table 
and the choices below (a-d), select the one 
that best describes the mix of plants growing 
in your pasture. From the State populated 
look up table-Select
'Species Info' button to view lists.

Refer to the table in the CMT Guide 
document.

a)  Pasture vegetation is composed of species 
from List B.

If no species from list A are present, 
choose answer a or b.

b)  Pasture vegetation is predominantly 
species from List B but one or more species 
from List A
makes up at least 30% of the stand.
c) Pasture vegetation is composed of 1 or 2 
species from List A that make up at least 
60% of the stand.
d)  Pasture vegetation is composed of 3 or 
more species from List A that make up at 
least 60% of the stand.

5 Do you have any areas such as field borders, 
filter strips, buffers, odd areas, windbreaks, 
wetlands, brushy draws, hedgerows, seeps, 
shallow water areas, riparian areas, center 
pivot corners, CRP land, or other similar 
areas that provide wildlife habitat within or 
adjacent to your pasture?  You must own or 
control these areas.



5.1 From the choices below (a-d) select the 
answer that best describes the plants growing 
on these areas within or adjacent to the 
pasture.

Refer to Wisconsin Agronomy 
Technical Notes 5 or 6 and 
Conservation Standard 645 (Upland 
Wildlife Habitat Management) to 
identify species with high wildlife 
value.  Use an average for the fields, or 
base your answer on a representative 
field.

a) Less than 33% of the vegetation is native 
or introduced species that provide food and 
cover for
wildlife, pollinators, and/or beneficial 
insects.

For example: monocultures of Reed 
Canarygrass, Smooth Bromegrass, 
Invasive Species, etc.

b) 33 – 66% of the vegetation is native or 
introduced species that provide food and 
cover for wildlife, pollinators, and/or 
beneficial insects.
c) More than 67% of the vegetation is native 
or introduced species that provide food and 
cover for wildlife, pollinators, and/or 
beneficial insects.

5.2 From the choices below select the answer 
that best describes the AMOUNT of suitable 
wildlife
habitat within or adjacent to the pasture.

Example: 2 acres suitable habitat 
adjacent to 20 acre pasture. 2/20 = 
10%   "Suitable Habitat" is any mix 
identified as 5.1 b, c, or d above.

a) Habitat less than 1% of the pasture.
b) Habitat is between 1% and 5% of the 
pasture.
c) Habitat is between 6% and 10% of the 
pasture.
d) Habitat more than 10% of the pasture.

5.3 From the choices below (a-d) select the 
answer that best describes the WIDTH of 
wildlife habitat within or adjacent to the 
pasture (must be at least 0.1 acre or more)

a)  less than 30 feet wide



b)  30 to 75 feet wide
c) 76 to 120 feet wide
d)  more than 120 feet wide

5.4 How far is the wildlife habitat from the 
center of the pasture?
a) Average distance from the center of the 
pasture to the habitat is more than 1320 feet

b) Average distance from the center of the 
pasture to the habitat is 660 to 1320 feet

c) Average distance from the center of the 
pasture to the habitat is 330 to 659 feet

d) Average distance from the center of the 
pasture to the habitat is less than 330 feet

6 Do you manage access roads, stock trails and 
other critical areas to limit surface water 
runoff and control accelerated soil erosion? 
Gully erosion is stabilized.

7 Are livestock concentration areas such as 
feeding, watering and mineral areas located 
away from water bodies or have buffers to 
protect the water bodies from unfiltered 
runoff?  If there are no water bodies or water 
courses on or adjacent to your pastureland, 
select Yes.

8 Do you apply any pesticides on your 
pastureland acres? A "No" answer for a 
forage management system acres does not 
generate a negative response for that same 
rotation.

Includes insecticides (organic or 
chemical), herbicides, fungicides, 
rodenticides, or other pesticides. 
Organic farms using botanicals would 
check "yes".

8.1 Select the choice that best describes how you 
manage pests on your pastureland acres.

Pest Management Information

Water Bodies, Erosion, & Runoff Information



a) Pesticides are applied to all forage 
management system acres without utilizing 
any pest prevention, avoidance, monitoring, 
or suppression (PAMS) strategies.

Check if not using any components 
listed in "b".  

b) Pesticides are applied to some forage 
management system acres using a site-
specific combination of each pest prevention, 
avoidance, monitoring, and suppression 
(PAMS) strategies, OR pesticides are applied 
to all forage management system acres using 
only one, two or three of the four PAMS 
strategies.

Most pastures will meet this criteria. IPM includes a 
wide array of grazing management and site specific 
prevention, avoidance, monitoring, and suppression 
management techniques. Prevention - Preventing pest 
populations (e.g., using pest-free seeds and sprigs, 
feeding hay without any noxious weed seeds, and 
scheduling irrigation to avoid situations conducive to 
disease development, etc.). Avoidance - Avoiding pest 
impacts (e.g., using pest-resistant varieties, select non-
invasive forage species, etc.). Monitoring - Identifying 
the extent of pest populations and/or the probability of 
future populations (e.g., pest scouting, soil testing, 
weather forecasting, etc.).  Suppression - Suppressing 
a pest population or its impacts using cultural, 
biological, or chemical pest controls. Example: 
Cultural - Monitoring forage stand density and canopy 
cover and enhancing it as needed to suppress weed 
entry. 

c) Pesticides are applied to all forage 
management system acres utilizing a site-
specific combination of each pest prevention, 
avoidance, monitoring, and suppression 
(PAMS) strategies.

Must meet requirements in "b" and should have 
documentation that economic threshold levels are 
being considered/utilized. An economic 
threshold is the number of pests (weeds, insects, 
diseases, etc.) per some unit (square foot, acre, 
plant, etc.) that, if left uncontrolled, will soon 
increase to levels high enough to cause economic 
injury that is equal to the cost of suppression. 
Pest management environmental risk is reduced 
by applying mitigation techniques. Mitigation 
techniques include both IPM management 
techniques, such as timing pesticide application 
to avoid heavy rainfall. Appropriate mitigation 
techniques may be selected based on 
environmental risk evaluation with tools like the 
NRCS Windows Pesticide Screening Tool (WIN-
PST).

8.2

Do you use an environmental risk screening 
tool (such as WIN-PST or similar approved 
tool) to reduce pesticide risk to soil and water 
resources?

Should have documentation that an 
evaluation has been completed.



9 Do you apply organic or inorganic nutrients 
on your pastureland acres? This includes 
irrigation water, biosolids, organic by-
products, and commercial fertilizers.  A "No" 
answer for a forage management system does 
not generate a negative response for that 
same rotation.

Includes all sources of nutrients that are 
mechanically applied.  If a CCA written 
590 Nutrient Management Plan is available 
for ALL of the offered acres AND there is 
documention of implementation you can 
"presume" that nurrients are being applied 
to crop need and over application is not 
occurring. With a 590 plan in effect the 
following ranking questions are likely to 
score the maximum available points. Note 
as necessary the specific reason when full 
points were not awarded. 

9.1 Do you apply nutrients from organic sources? If the producer only applies inorganic 
fertilizer answer "no".   Should have 
sufficient records such as soil tests, crop 
yield records, lab analysis of organic 
nutrient source NPK content, and nutrient 
application records available upon request.   
This question is specific to organic soil 
amendments and not inorganic fertilizer.  It 
is scored based only on the addition of 
organic soil amendments where utilized. 

Nutrient Management Information



9.1.1 Are the organic sources analyzed to 
determine nutrient content, and heavy metal 
content, if sewage waste/sludge is a source?

Answer "yes" if the organic 
amendments are analyzed by a lab, 
otherwise answer "no".  Principal 
organic products used in WI include 
manure, municipal biosolids (sewage 
sludge), leachate and whey. Other 
organic amendments include: compost, 
sawdust, wood chips, paper mill 
sludge, leaves, grass clippings, peat 
moss.  Crop residue is not considered 
an amendment unless harvested and 
transported to another field.   content.

9.1.1a Consider the primary nutrient (i.e., N, P or 
K) contained in the organic source in the 
LEAST quantity, select the answer that best 
matches the forage management system on 
your operation.

Utilize UW Fast Facts, UW-Extension 
Publication A2809, or other recognized 
reference to determine crop nutrient 
need.  The primary nutrient in most 
organic sources which is available in 
the LEAST quantity per ton applied is 
Nitrogen.

a) The organic source applied exceeds this 
nutrient need on all the forages.

Applies to N,P,K. N crop need is 
calculated on an annual basis, P and K 
crop need would be calculated over the 
crop rotation. Nutrient application for 
N,P,K exceeds the crop need for ALL 
crops in the rotation.



b) The organic source applied exceeds this 
nutrient need on some of the forages.

Applies to N,P,K. N crop need is 
calculated on an annual basis, P and K 
crop need would be calculated over the 
crop rotation. Nutrient application for 
N,P,K exceeds the crop need for 
SOME crops in the rotation.

c) The organic source applied meets this 
nutrient needs on some of the forages.

Nutrients will need to be  
supplemented  with another source. 
NO nutrient application will exceed 
crop need.

d) The organic source applied meets this 
nutrient need on all of the forages.

The proper rate, amount, timing and 
placement for N (annual basis) and P/K 
(rotational basis) is achieved for all 
crops over the rotation.

9.1.1b Consider the primary nutrient (i.e., N, P or 
K) contained in the organic source in the 
GREATEST 
quantity, select the answer that best matches 
the forage management system on your 
operation.

Utilize UW Fast Facts, UW-Extension 
Publication A2809, or other recognized 
reference to determine crop nutrient 
need.  The primary nutrient in most 
organic sources which is available in 
the GREATEST quantity per ton 
applied is Potassium (K).

a) The organic source applied exceeds this 
nutrient need on all the forages.

Applies to N,P,K. N crop need is 
calculated on an annual basis, P and K 
crop need would be calculated over the 
crop rotation. Nutrient application for 
N,P,K exceeds the crop need for ALL 
crops in the rotation.



b) The organic source applied exceeds this 
nutrient need on some of the forages.

Applies to N,P,K. N crop need is 
calculated on an annual basis, P and K 
crop need would be calculated over the 
crop rotation. Nutrient application for 
N,P,K exceeds the crop need for 
SOME crops in the rotation

c) The organic source applied meets this 
nutrient needs on some of the forages.

Nutrients will need to be  
supplemented  with another source. 
NO nutrient application will exceed 
crop need.

d) The organic source applied meets this 
nutrient need on all of the forages.

The proper rate, amount, timing and 
placement for N (annual basis) and P/K 
(rotational basis) is achieved for all 
crops over the rotation.

9.2 Do you soil test ALL forage management 
system fields following local land grant 
university guidance
(e.g., annually, every 3 years, every 4 years, 
etc)?

This question gives credit for producers 
who soil test and/or conduct tissue 
analysis.  Should be able to document soil 
tests on all cropland acres.  UW soil testing 
requirement is to soil sample a minimum 
of every 4 years (minimum 1 sample per 5 
acres; unless the field was tested within the 
past 4 years and soil test levels fell in the 
non-responsive range; per UW Publication 
A2809 Table 2.1).  If soil testing is not 
performed to UW recommendations, then 
answer "no".    



9.2.1 Consider the primary nutrient (i.e., N, P or 
K) needed the MOST for the forage 
management system according to the soil test 
results, select the answer that best matches 
the forage management system on your 
operation. The response should consider 
established yield records or state derived 
realistic yields in excess of the 
guidance/recommendations.

Nitrogen (N) is the primary nutrient for 
corn and other non-legume crops.  
Phosphorus (P) and Potassium (K) are 
the primary nutrient for 
legume/vegetables crops.  For forage 
crops (ex. Alfalfa, red clover, hairy 
vetch, birdsfoot trefoil,and other 
legumes), K is the primary nutrient.  If 
documentation is not 
provided/available answer "a".

a) The nutrient application rate applied 
exceeds the soil test recommendation on all 
the forages.

Applies to all primary nutrients, 
specifically to N on yearly basis that 
exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs.

b) The nutrient application rate applied 
exceeds the soil test recommendation on 
some of the forages.

Applies to all primary nutrients, 
specifically to N on yearly basis that 
exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs.

c) The nutrient application rate applied meets 
the soil test recommendation on some of the 
forages.

Applies to all primary nutrients, 
specifically to N on yearly basis that 
exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs.

d) The nutrient application rate applied meets 
the soil test recommendation on all of the 
forages.

The proper rate, amount, timing and 
placement is achieved for rotation.



9.2.2 Consider the primary nutrient (i.e., N, P or 
K) needed the LEAST for the forage 
management system according to the soil test 
results, select the answer that best matches 
the forage management system on your 
operation. The response should consider 
established yield records or state derived 
realistic yields in excess of the 
guidance/recommendations.

This question correlates the primary 
nutrient rate applied to the primary 
nutrient amount listed by the soil test 
results to be in the largest supply thus 
garnering the smallest need by the 
crop.

a) The nutrient application rate applied 
exceeds the soil test recommendation on all 
the forages.

Applies to all primary nutrients, 
specifically to N on yearly basis that 
exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs

b) The nutrient application rate applied 
exceeds the soil test recommendation on 
some of the forages.

Applies to all primary nutrients, 
specifically to N on yearly basis that 
exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs

c) The nutrient application rate applied meets 
the soil test recommendation on some of the 
forages.

Applies to all primary nutrients, 
specifically to N on yearly basis that 
exceeds crop needs; and P and K over 
the rotation exceeds the crop needs

d) The nutrient application rate applied meets 
the soil test recommendation on all of the 
forages.

The proper rate, amount, timing and 
placement is achieved for rotation.

9.3 Consider nutrients bound (i.e., residual 
nutrients) in manure, supplemental feed, 
organic matter or irrigation water, select the 
answer that best matches the forage 
management system on your operation.

Use UW Fast Facts or A2809 to 
determine appropriate nutrient credits. 
Mineralization of nutrients from 
organic matter and crop residue is 
factored into the UW recommendations 
for nutrient application.

a) Nutrients are not credited from any source 
to any forage.



b) Nutrients are credited from some sources 
to some of the foarges.
c) Nutrients are credited from some sources 
to all of the forages.
d) Nutrients are credited from all sources and 
to all forages.

9.4 Select all that apply to your methods of 
application of fertilizer or manure.
a) inject manure or fertilizer at least 2 inches 
deep

eg: drag-hose or tanks with injectors

b) precision agriculture techniques are used 
in the application of fertilizer and manure.

c) apply on 80% surface cover with at least 
the minimum grazing heights.

Minimum grazing heights: see 2a.

d) none of the above Used for making in-season N recs. For 
corn, wheat and potatoes.  

9.5 From choices below (a-b), select the answer 
that best describes when you apply the 
majority of nutrients.

The intent of the question refers to how 
nitrogen application is managed for 
pastures.

a) Most of the fertilizer or manure is applied 
at the beginning of the growing season as a 
top-dress.
b) Most of the fertilizer or manure is split 
applied; usually an initial application of 50% 
or less at the start of the growing season and 
then applied as needed after one or more 
grazing events during the year except 
following the last one of the growing season.

10 Do you have any salinity or sodicity (alkaline 
soils or seeps) concerns on your pastureland? 
If "YES," answer Questions 10.1 – 10.2.

This should be answered "no" for 
Wisconsin.   This question applies only 
on soils that have potential problems 
with salinity or sodicity.  Answering 
“no”, does not penalize the applicant.

Salinity, Sodicity, and Irrigation Management



10.1 Consider methods to minimize subsurface 
water flow to saline seep areas, do you grow 
high water use forages or salt tolerant 
forages?

10.2 Do you manage nutrient application (type 
and rate) based on yield effects due to 
salinity?

11 Do you irrigate pastureland? If "YES," 
answer Questions 11.1 - 11.5. NOTE: a 
“YES” answer
includes wastewater application from on farm 
waste storage facilities.

11.1 Have you implemented an irrigation water 
management plan?

11.2 Do you measure and record the amount of 
water you use to irrigate?

Should be able to provide records for 
irrigation scheduling including dates, 
timing, rate of application, and total 
applied.

11.3 Do you schedule your irrigations and the 
amount applied based on the monitoring of 
soil moisture
and/or forage evapotranspiration?

Using the WI Irrigation Scheduler or 
similar program.  Could include 
installation of tensiometers, TDT 
sensors, TDR probes, etc.  

11.4 Has your irrigation system distribution 
uniformity been evaluated, and necessary 
changes made
based on the test results?

For example, utilizing rain gauges or 
cans to test uniformity of distribution.

11.5 Do you irrigate areas where you have salinity 
concerns or that contribute (or may 
contribute)
subsurface water flow to saline seeps.  If 
“YES” answer 11.5.1

11.5.1 Do you manage irrigations based on your 
forge tolerance, and salinity levels in your 
soil and
irrigation water?



Activities that 
interest you

NRCS Code Enhancement Name
Enhancement Description (See Job Sheet criteria for requirement 

details)

AIR03 Crop
Replace burning of prunings, 
removals and other crop residues 
with non-burning alternatives

The use of non-burning alternatives to dispose of prunings, removals and 
other crop residues from orchards, vineyards and other woody perennial 
crops. Non-burning alternatives include chipping, grinding, shredding, 
mowing or composting of these materials.

AIR04 Crop Pasture
Use drift reducing nozzles, low 
pressures, lower boom height, and 
adjuvants to reduce pesticide drift

Use drift reduction technologies to reduce the drift of agricultural 
chemicals away from the intended target when spraying.

Practices – Conservation practices are used in CSP for the purpose of encouraging producers to meet additional stewardship thresholds. During the application 
process, an applicant may identify resource concern stewardship thresholds by land use are not meeting with existing activities, and agree to meet them by 
installing new conservation practices. The new conservation practices that need to be installed will be indentified by NRCS during the application process. During on-
site field verification for approved applicants, NRCS will determine the required practices using the conservation planning process.

Eligible Land Use

Conservation Stewardship Program (201п)
Conservation Activity List (Cropland & Pastureland)

The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) encourages agricultural producers to improve conservation systems by undertaking additional conservation activities 
and improving, maintaining, and managing existing conservation activities. Conservation activities include enhancements and conservation practices.

Enhancements – Conservation activities selected by producers that are used to treat natural resources and improve conservation performance.

Bundles – Are specific enhancements whose installation as a group produce a synergy of conservation performance improvement and addresses resource concerns 
in a more comprehensive manner. Enhancement bundles are made up of five enhancements from this list.

Name __________________________________________                  Date________________________

1 12/9/2013



AIR07 Crop Pasture

GPS, targeted spray application 
(SmartSprayer), or other chemical 
application electronic control 
technology 

Utilize electronically-controlled or managed chemical spray application 
technology to more precisely apply agricultural pesticides to their 
intended targets.

AIR08 Crop Pasture
Nitrification inhibitors or urease 
inhibitors 

The use of an ammonia or ammonium fertilizers with a substance that 
inhibits the biological oxidations of ammoniacal nitrogen to nitrate 
nitrogen or the use of surface applied urea products with a substance that 
inhibits hydrolytic action on urea by urease enzyme that when applied to 
soils results in less urea nitrogen lost by ammonia volatilization (AAPFCO). 
This enhancement is only applicable to nitrogen applied within 30 days of 
planting.  This does not apply to “pop-up” or starter nitrogen sources 
applied at planting time.

ANM03 Pasture
Incorporate native grasses and/or 
legumes into 15% or more of 
herbage dry matter productivity

Improve pasture by increasing native grasses and/or legumes to 15% of 
herbage dry matter (productivity by weight) using adapted species and 
varieties, appropriate seeding rates, and timing of seeding. Pastures 
containing about 15% native grasses and/or legumes by weight dry matter 
are approximately equal to 30% foliar cover.

ANM05 Crop Pasture
Extending riparian forest buffers for 
water quality protection and wildlife 
habitat

Where existing riparian forest buffers (i.e., buffers) are utilized, extend 
them to gain more efficiency in intercepting overland flow, reducing the 
transport of nutrients, pesticides and agro-chemicals, and for wildlife 
habitat.

ANM07 Crop Pasture
Extending existing field borders for 
water quality protection and wildlife 
habitat

Where existing field borders are utilized, extend them to gain more 
efficiency in intercepting overland flow and reducing the transport of 
nutrients, pesticides and agro-chemicals, and for wildlife habitat.

ANM09 Pasture
Grazing management to improve 
wildlife habitat

Implement a grazing management plan that allows for rest periods to 
provide adequate residue for nesting and fawning cover and increase 
diversity of vegetation structure to benefit a variety of wildlife species.  

ANM10 Crop
Harvest hay in a manner that allows 
wildlife to flush and escape

Harvesting hay using conservation measures that allow wildlife to flush 
and escape. These measures include timing of haying to avoid periods 
when upland wildlife are nesting or fawning, idling hay land during the 
nesting or fawning period, and applying haying techniques that reduce 
mortality to wildlife.

2 12/9/2013



ANM11 Pasture
Patch-burning to enhance wildlife 
habitat

Use prescribed burning with livestock grazing to create patches of 
different vegetation structure and species composition for the benefit of 
wildlife.    

ANM12 Crop Pasture Shallow water habitat
Construct or renovate small, shallow sites to impound or hold water 
seasonally, typically from late winter through early summer (e.g., vernal 
pools).

ANM17 Pasture
Monitoring nutritional status of 
livestock using the NUTBAL PRO 
system

Use of the NUTBAL PRO software to determine if current diet is sufficient 
to meet livestock nutritional needs. This requires the collection and 
laboratory analysis of forage or fecal samples to determine the nutritional 
value of grazing forages.  

ANM21 Crop Pasture
Prairie restoration for grazing and 
wildlife habitat

This activity consists of restoring/renovating prairie habitat by establishing 
native vegetation and managing the restored plant community.

ANM23 Crop Pasture
Multi-species native perennials for 
biomass/wildlife habitat

This enhancement consists of establishing native perennial vegetation for 
biomass production and wildlife habitat.

ANM25 Pasture
Stockpiling of forages to extend the 
grazing season

Livestock are excluded from forages on specified acres during the growth 
season. The “stockpiled” forages are grazed at a later time using strip 
grazing to allow animals to utilize the forage within a strip for a specified 
period of time.

ANM26 Pasture
Managing calving to coincide with 
forage availability

This enhancement uses a controlled breeding season to match livestock 
nutrient requirements to available pasture forage and reduce 
supplemental feeding. This enhancement is applicable to all grazing 
livestock.

ANM27 Crop Pasture Wildlife friendly fencing 

This enhancement involves the use of wildlife friendly fencing techniques 
that allow free passage of daily wildlife movement and seasonal 
migration; and/or increase visibility to prevent entanglement and 
mortality. Selection of this enhancement requires the activity to be 
planned concurrently on all eligible land use acres.

ANM29 Pasture On-farm forage based grazing system
A forage based grazing system that supplies all roughage (forage and 
supplemental hay) requirements for a livestock operation.

ANM31 Crop Drainage water management
This enhancement consists of seasonal hydrology management during non-
cropping periods for wildlife habitat on working lands. 

3 12/9/2013



ANM32 Crop Pasture

Extend existing filter strips or 
riparian herbaceous cover for water 
quality protection and wildlife 
habitat 

Where existing filter strips or riparian herbaceous covers (i.e., buffers) are 
utilized, extend them to gain more efficiency in intercepting overland flow 
and reducing the transport of nutrients, pesticides and agro-chemicals, 
and for wildlife habitat. 

ANM33 Crop Pasture
Riparian buffer, terrestrial and 
aquatic wildlife habitat

This activity consists of managing riparian zones by utilizing select 
conservation measures (such as re-locating equipment operations, trails, 
or livestock; establishing diverse native vegetation and controlling invasive 
species; fencing; and extending the width of the riparian zone to enhance 
wildlife habitat adjacent to riparian zones of steams, ponds, lakes, or 
wetlands) to achieve stream side cover and vegetative diversity and 
structure to improve terrestrial and aquatic wildlife habitat.

ANM34 Crop
Leave standing grain crops un-
harvested to benefit wildlife

Implement a crop management plan that will allow a portion of grain 
crops to be left in fields un-harvested to provide food and cover for 
wildlife during winter months. 

ANM35 Crop

Enhance wildlife habitat on expired 
grass/legume covered CRP acres or 
acres with similar perennial 
vegetated cover managed as hayland

Implement a focused habitat management plan for the benefit of selected 
wildlife species on expired CRP grass/legume covered acres that has CRP 
conservation cover or acres with similar perennial vegetated cover 
managed as hayland. 

ANM37 Crop Pasture

Prescriptive grazing management 
system for grazed lands (includes 
expired CRP grass/legume or tree 
covered acres converted to grazed 
lands)

Implement a prescriptive grazing management system for all grazed lands 
and for all eligible land uses in the operation. This includes expired CRP 
grass/legume or tree covered acres that are now converted to a grazing 
system. Selection of this enhancement requires the activity to be planned 
concurrently on all eligible land use acres.

ANM38 Crop Pasture
Retrofit watering facility for wildlife 
escape and enhanced access for bats 
and bird species

Retrofit all existing watering facilities (troughs, tanks, etc.) to allow for the 
escape of wildlife that become trapped while trying to drink and to 
remove obstructions above the watering facility such as boards and wires. 
Selection of this enhancement requires the activity to be planned 
concurrently on all eligible land use acres.

ENR01 Crop
Fuel use reduction for field 
operations

This enhancement is for fuel savings of 20% or more achieved by a 
reduction in field operations when compared to existing management 
system. 

4 12/9/2013



ENR09 Crop Pasture
Variable frequency drive electric 
motors

This enhancement activity is for upgrading of existing single speed electric 
motors through the addition of variable frequency electric drives. A motor 
replacement may also be included in some cases. The primary use of this 
enhancement is for irrigation water pumping. This enhancement is not 
intended for farmstead or animal housing applications.

ENR10 Crop Pasture

Using nitrogen provided by legumes, 
animal manure and compost to 
supply 90 to100% of the nitrogen 
needs

This enhancement involves using nitrogen (N) produced by legumes 
and/or available animal manure and compost to supply 90 to 100% of N 
nutrient needs for crops, hay and/or forages produced on the farm.

ENR11 Crop Pasture

Improving energy feedstock 
production using alley cropping 
systems with short rotation woody 
crops

This enhancement involves the use of short rotation woody plants that 
produce energy feedstock planted in multiple rows with crops or forages 
produced in the alleyways between the woody rows.  

ENR12 Crop
Use of legume cover crops as a 
nitrogen source 

This enhancement is for the use of legume cover crops as a primary source 
of nitrogen in a cropping system. Use of legume cover crops is applicable 
to conventional, specialty and organic crop production systems.

PLT02 Pasture
Monitor key grazing areas to 
improve grazing management

Adjust grazing management based on monitoring data. Monitor key 
grazing areas to determine if current grazing management is meeting 
management goals and objectives. A key grazing area is a small area of a 
grazed field that is identified as being representative of the entire field.

PLT05 Crop
Multi-story cropping, sustainable 
management of non-timber forest 
plants

This activity involves the manipulation of forest species composition, 
structure, and canopy cover to achieve or maintain a desired native plant 
community to facilitate the sustainable management of native non-timber 
forest plant(s) (e.g., goldenseal, ramps, mushrooms, ginseng, ferns, 
“sugarbush”, etc.).

PLT06 Crop Pasture
Renovation of a windbreak, shelter 
belt or hedgerow for wildlife habitat

This enhancement is for the renovation of existing sites that are declining 
in vigor, need additional woody plants (trees or shrubs) or otherwise no 
longer provide wildlife habitat benefits. Existing rows of woody plants may 
be thinned, removed or replaced with new plantings. Existing woody 
plants may be pruned, either branches or roots or both, to improve 
windbreak function, health and vigor.

5 12/9/2013



PLT15 Crop Pasture
Establish pollinator and/or beneficial 
insect habitat

Seed or plug nectar and pollen producing plants in non-cropped areas 
such as field borders, vegetative barriers, contour buffer strips, 
waterways, shelterbelts, hedgerows, windbreaks, conservation cover, and 
riparian forest and herbaceous buffers.

PLT16 Pasture Intensive rotational grazing

This enhancement is for the harvest efficiency of grazing livestock to 
increase forage harvest, and to improve forage quality and livestock 
health. The grazing system is managed to produce high quality, nutritious 
forage and maintain plants with sufficient energy reserves to recover 
quickly when adequate soil moisture is available for regrowth. Generally, 
livestock are rotated through pastures in the grazing system based on the 
physiological growth and nutritional stage of the forage plants and the 
daily dry matter intake and nutritional requirements of the animal. This 
enhancement is for: rotational grazing systems with increased numbers of 
pastures or paddocks, the accompanying required infrastructure, shorter 
grazing periods, and increased stock density. Selection of this 
enhancement requires the activity to be planned concurrently on all 
eligible land use acres.

PLT18 Crop Pasture
Increasing on-farm food production 
with edible woody buffer landscapes

This enhancement is for the enhancing of windbreaks, alley cropping, 
silvopasture, or riparian forest buffer systems with trees and shrubs that 
produce edible products for human or wildlife consumption. 

PLT19 Crop
Herbicide resistant weed 
management

Adoption of multiple agronomic principles to manage herbicide resistant 
weeds in annually planted crop fields. 

PLT20 Crop
High residue cover crop or mixtures 
of high residue cover crops for weed 
suppression and soil health

Utilize biomass from a cover crop or cover crop mixture as a living or killed 
mulch to suppress weed seed germination and to add carbon to the 
terrestrial carbon pool. 

SOE05 Crop
Intensive no-till (Organic or Non-
organic systems)

This enhancement is for using an intensive no-till, strip till, or direct 
seeding method of planting throughout the planned rotation. High residue 
levels are maintained by including high residue-producing crops, or by low 
residue crops followed by a cover crop in the rotation. Termination of all 
cover crops is accomplished using chemical methods or non-chemical 
methods, such as flail mowing, roller crimper and frost kill. 

SQL01 Crop Controlled traffic system
Controlled traffic confines heavy traffic from tractor drive wheels/tracks, 
combine wheels, fertilizer or manure spreaders and grain carts to specific 
lanes in crop fields year after year.
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SQL04 Crop Use of cover crop mixes
This enhancement is for the use of cover crop mixes that contain two (2) 
or more different species of cover crops or cultivars of a single species.

SQL05 Crop
Use of deep rooted crops to breakup 
soil compaction

This enhancement is for the use of deep rooted crops to break up 
compacted soils and improve soil quality. Deep rooted crops can be 
perennial plants like alfalfa or annual plants like forage radish.

SQL08 Crop
Intercropping to improve soil quality 
and increase biodiversity

This enhancement involves the use of intercropping principles (i.e., 
growing two or more crops in close proximity to each other during part or 
all of their life cycles) to promote interactions that improve soil and water 
quality via increased biodiversity and contribute to pest management.

SQL09 Crop
Conversion of cropped land to grass-
based agriculture 

Conversion of cropped land to grass-based agriculture is the 
establishment of mixtures of perennial grasses, forbs and/or legume 
species on cropland where annually-seeded cash crops have been grown 
in monocultures.  Select perennial species based on species compatibility, 
forage quality potential, improvements to soil quality, beneficial effects 
for wildlife and/or production of biomass.  

SQL10 Crop

Crop management system where 
crop land acres were recently 
converted from CRP grass/legume 
cover or similar perennial vegetation

Implement a prescriptive crop management system on crop land acres 
that have been recently converted from CRP grass/legume conservation 
cover or similar perennial vegetated cover to a rotation of annually 
planted crops. Note: this enhancement is limited to acres where the 
conversion event took place not more than 2 years prior (not including 
hayland).

SQL11 Crop
Cover cropping in orchards, 
vineyards and other woody 
perennial horticultural crops

Grow perennial or annual cover crop mixtures of grass, legumes, native 
flowering plants and/or other forbs year round to provide soil coverage, 
organic mulch, beneficial insect habitat, and other conservation benefits 
in orchards, vineyards or other perennial horticultural crops. Cover crops, 
once planted, are replanted annually or maintained year after year.

SQL12 Crop
Intensive cover cropping in annual 
crops

Grow and manage seasonal cover crops of grasses, legumes or forbs to 
maintain soil coverage and other conservation benefits during all the non-
crop production periods in an annual crop rotation. Intensive cover 
cropping is applicable to conventional, specialty and organic crop 
production systems. 
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WQL01 Pasture

Biological suppression and other non-
chemical techniques to manage 
brush, herbaceous weeds and 
invasive species

This enhancement is for the reduction of woody brush, herbaceous weeds 
and invasive plants using non-chemical methods. Physical methods 
include pulling, hoeing, mowing, mulching or other similar techniques. 
Biological methods include use of natural enemies either introduced or 
augmented. Use of chemicals is prohibited with this enhancement. 

WQL03 Pasture
Rotation of supplement and feeding 
areas

The proper location and regular movement of livestock concentration 
areas such as feeding areas and mineral blocks in a manner that will 
improve livestock distribution, reduce localized areas of disturbances and 
reduce impacts on water bodies.

WQL04 Crop
Plant tissue tests and analysis to 
improve nitrogen management

Use plant tissue tests to adjust nitrogen application rates.

WQL05 Crop
Apply nutrients no more than 30 
days prior to planned planting date 

This enhancement is for applying nutrients from fertilizer, manures and/or 
compost no more than 30 days prior to the planned planting date of the 
crop.

WQL07 Crop Pasture
Split nitrogen applications, 50% after 
the crop emergence or pasture 
green up

Apply no more than 50% of total crop nitrogen needs within 30 days prior 
to planting or in the case of pasture or hay after green up of the dormant 
grasses.  Apply the remaining 50% or more of the total nitrogen needs 
after crop emergence or pasture green up.

WQL09 Crop
Apply phosphorus fertilizer below 
soil surface

This enhancement is for the application of all phosphorus fertilizer at least 
3 inches deep, including manure, or as a 2X2 row starter. Note: the use of 
this enhancement may require a revised Highly Erodible Land 
Conservation (HELC) plan. 

WQL10 Crop
Plant a cover crop that will scavenge 
residual nitrogen

Plant a cover crop that will scavenge nitrogen remaining in the soil after 
the harvest of a previous crop.  Suitable cover crops include those with at 
least a “Very Good” rating for scavenging nitrogen as documented in 
“Managing Cover Crops Profitably, 3rd Edition” (Sarrantonio, 1998), Chart 
2 Performance & Roles, pg 67. Examples include cereal rye, barley, forage 
radish and sorghum sudan.

WQL11 Crop Pasture
Precision application technology to 
apply nutrients

The use of precision agriculture technologies to apply nutrients to fit 
variations in site-specific conditions found within fields.  
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WQL13 Crop Pasture
High level integrated pest 
management to reduce pesticide 
environmental risk

Utilize advanced Integrated Pest Management (IPM) prevention, 
avoidance, monitoring, and suppression techniques, and only apply the 
lowest risk pesticides available (or if higher risk pesticides are used 
appropriate mitigation techniques are used to ameliorate the risk) in an 
environmentally sound manner when monitoring indicates that an 
economic pest threshold has been exceeded. Pesticide applications must 
follow all label requirements.  

WQL14 Crop Pasture Land application of treated manure 

This enhancement is for the use of manure that has been treated to 
reduce both odors and pathogens prior to land application. Acceptable 
practices include controlled temperature anaerobic digestion (mesophilic 
or thermophilic), composting and chemical treatment. Waste treatment 
lagoons and injection of manure alone do not qualify as acceptable 
practices. 

WQL17 Crop
Use of non-chemical methods to kill 
cover crops

This enhancement is for the use of non-chemical methods to kill cover 
crops prior to planting. These methods include mowing, rolling, 
undercutting and weather kill.

WQL18 Pasture
Non- chemical pest management for 
livestock

The use of management, monitoring, and prevention techniques to 
manage external livestock pests without the use of pesticides.

WQL19 Pasture
Transition to ORGANIC grazing 
systems

“Transition to Organic Grazing Systems” supports the conversion of a 
conventional to an organic livestock grazing system. Key to the 
enhancement activity is following ecological and pasture-based grazing 
requirements, applying materials according to the National List of Allowed 
Synthetic and Prohibited Natural Substances, and managing livestock 
according to National Organic Program (NOP) rules (Subpart C – Organic 
Production and Handling Requirements) for organic certification. This 
enhancement activity facilitates compliance with NOP rules for organic 
certification.

WQL20 Crop
Transition to ORGANIC cropping 
systems

“Transition to Organic Cropping Systems” supports the conversion of a 
conventional to an organic cropping system. Key to the enhancement is 
the inclusion of management activities that improve water and soil quality 
in an “Organic System Plan (OSP)” that adheres to the National Organic 
Program (NOP) 205.201 criteria. Included in the plan are specifics on how 
producers will manage pests, weeds, diseases, and plant nutrients by 
following a crop rotation that incorporates cover crops and by using other 
cultural, biological and physical methods. The OSP also covers uses of 
manure and compost, measures to prevent exposure of organic crops and 
soils to NOP-prohibited substances, and seed sources.  
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WQL21 Crop Pasture
Integrated pest management for 
ORGANIC farming  

Managing pests on an organic farm, including farms transitioning to 
organic, with an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) system that relies on 
high level prevention, avoidance, monitoring, and suppression techniques 
that are based on an understanding of pest ecology. Organic IPM relies 
primarily on ecologically-based cultural and biological practices that result 
in healthy soil and habitat for beneficial organisms. Appropriate mitigation 
techniques are utilized to improve environmental risks from selected 
suppression techniques.

WQL22 Crop Pasture
On-farm composting of farm organic 
waste

This enhancement consists of composting organic waste generated from 
the agricultural operation(s) on-farm.  This includes animal manures, 
livestock mortality (where state or local laws allow), and waste from on-
farm processing of agricultural products (e.g., slaughter by-products or 
vegetable culls removed from the field during harvest).  It does not include 
any hazardous household waste, any general hazardous waste products or 
bio-hazard waste products.  Yard waste such as grass clippings and leaves 
can be included but are not required. Composted products must be used 
in compliance with all federal, state and local laws, rules and regulations. 

WQL24 Crop Pasture
Apply enhanced efficiency fertilizer 
products

At least 50% of the pre-emergent and early post emergent nitrogen 
fertilizer and/or phosphorus fertilizers used for crop production must 
include enhanced efficiency formulations.

WQL25 Crop
Split applications of nitrogen based 
on a PSNT

Use pre-sidedress soil nitrate test (PSNT) to determine the need and/or 
amount of additional nitrogen to be applied during a sidedress/topdress N 
application.

WQL26 Crop Pasture
Reduce the concentration of 
nutrients imported on farm

Grow at least 75% of feed for livestock on the farm and use manure from 
the livestock to supplement up to 50% of N, 90% of P and 90% K for crops 
grown on the farm.

WQL27 Crop
Drainage water management for 
nutrient, pathogen, or pesticide 
reduction

This enhancement consists of managing soil and/or surface water levels 
during the non-cropping season in order to reduce the loss of nutrients, 
pathogens, or/and pesticides from a crop field through drainage systems 
and into downstream receiving waters. This enhancement may also be 
utilized to reduce the oxidation of organic matter in the soil and/or reduce 
wind erosion or particulate matter (dust) emissions.

10 12/9/2013



WQT01 Crop Pasture Irrigation system automation
This enhancement entails using GPS guided variable rate irrigation or 
other innovative technologies that allow irrigation water application 
based on variable site conditions within a field.

WQT03 Crop Pasture Irrigation pumping plant evaluation
This enhancement consists of the evaluation of the pumping plant 
performance and efficiency using the Nebraska Irrigation Pumping Plant 
Performance Criteria.

WQT05 Crop Pasture
Remote monitoring and notification 
of irrigation pumping plant 
operation

A system for monitoring the status of an irrigation pumping plant and 
notifying the operator by a wireless connection of a change in the 
operating status of the irrigation system.

WQT07 Crop Pasture
Regional weather networks for 
irrigation scheduling

Crop evapotranspiration (crop ET) information from a regional weather 
network is utilized as a part of the irrigation water management plan for 
irrigation scheduling.  Water use is planned and adjustments in 
application rates and timing are made using the regional weather network 
data.

WQT08 Crop Pasture
Decrease irrigation water quantity or 
conversion to non-irrigated crop 
production

This enhancement consists of reducing the total quantity of irrigation 
water used to produce crops and forages or the conversion of land to non-
irrigated production.     

Activities that 
interest you

NRCS Code Supplemental Payment Activity
Enhancement Description (See Job Sheet criteria for requirement 

details)

CCR99 Crop Resource-Conserving Crop Rotation 

Resource-conserving crop rotation means a crop rotation that: 1) Includes 
at least one resource conserving crop as determined by the State 
Conservationist, 2) Reduces erosion, 3) Improves soil fertility and tilth, 4) 
Interrupts pest cycles, and 5) In applicable areas, reduces depletion of soil 
moisture or otherwise reduces the need for irrigation. Resource-
conserving crop means a crop that is one of the following: 1) A perennial 
grass, 2) A legume grown for use as forage, seed for planting, or green 
manure, 3) A legume-grass mixture, and 4) A small grain grown in 
combination with a green manure crop consisting of a grass, legume, 
forbs, or grass-forbs mixture, whether interseeded or planted in rotation.

Eligible Land Use
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Activities that 
interest you

NRCS Code Special Project Activity
Special Project Description (See Job Sheet criteria for requirement 

details)

FPP02 Crop Pasture On-Farm Pilot Projects

On-Farm Pilots showcase conservation activities that have proven 
environmental benefits, but have not been widely adopted in the local 
farm community. Participants select and agree to install, monitor and 
promote conservation activities (practices, components or management 
techniques) that have been identified by the NRCS State Conservationist 
as addressing specific resource needs.

FRD01 Crop Pasture
On-Farm Research and 
Demonstrations

On farm research and demonstration consists of the implementation of 
applied research projects on working farms to gather information and 
demonstrate the efficacy of the activity. The projects must fit within 
identified state priority topic areas.

Activities that 
interest you

NRCS Code Bundle Name Bundle Criteria

BCR06 Crop

Crop Technology Bundle #6 
(Improves nutrient and pesticide 
application techniques and widens 
buffers)

This bundle of enhancement activities includes: AIR04-Use drift reducing 
nozzles, low pressures, lower boom height, and adjuvants to reduce 
pesticide drift; AIR07-GPS, targeted spray application (SmartSprayer), or 
other chemical application electronic control technology; WQL11-
Precision application technology to apply nutrients; WQL13-High level IPM 
to reduce pesticide environmental risk; and one of the buffer widening 
enhancements ANM05, ANM07 or ANM32.

BCR09 Crop
Crop Technology Bundle #9 
(Addresses orchard and vineyard 
resource concerns)

This bundle of enhancement activities includes: AIR03-Replace burning of 
pruning, removals and other crop residues with non-burning alternatives; 
AIR04-Use of drift reducing nozzles, low pressures, lower boom height, 
and adjuvants to reduce pesticide drift; PLT15- Establish pollinator and/or 
beneficial insect habitat; SQL11-Cover cropping in orchards, vineyards and 
other woody perennial horticultural crops; and WQL13-High level IPM to 
reduce pesticide environmental risk.

BPA07 Pasture
Pasture Grazing Bundle # 7 
(Improves forage utilization)

This bundle of enhancement activities includes: ANM25-Stockpiling of 
forages to extend the grazing season; ANM26-Managing calving to 
coincide with forage availability; ANM29-On-farm forage based grazing 
system; PLT16-Intensive rotational grazing; and WQL07-Split nitrogen 
applications 50% after the crops/pasture emerge/green-up.

Eligible Land Use

Eligible Land Use
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BPA09 Pasture
Pasture Grazing Bundle # 9 
(Addresses multiple resource 
concerns)

This bundle of enhancement activities includes: AIR04-Use drift reducing 
nozzles, low pressures, lower boom height, and adjuvants to reduce 
pesticide drift; ANM03-Incorporate native grasses and/or legumes into 
15% or more of herbage dry matter productivity; ANM27-Wildlife friendly 
fencing; PLT16-Intensive rotational grazing, and WQL07-Split nitrogen 
applications 50% after the crops/pasture emerge/green-up.

Activities that 
interest you

NRCS Code Practice Name Practice Definition

311 Crop Pasture Alley Cropping
Trees or shrubs are planted in sets of single or multiple rows with 
agronomic, horticultural crops or forages produced in the alleys between 
the sets of woody plants that produce additional products.

314 Crop Pasture Brush Management

Removal, reduction or manipulation of non-herbaceous plants on 
rangeland, native or naturalized pasture, pasture, hayland and forest 
lands where removal or reduction of excessive woody (non-herbaceous) 
plants is desired.  

342 Crop Pasture Critical Area Planting

Establishment of permanent vegetation on sites that have or are expected 
to have high erosion rates, and on sites that have physical, chemical or 
biological conditions that prevent the establishment of vegetation with 
normal practices. 

380 Crop Pasture
Windbreak/Shelterbelt 
Establishment

Windbreaks or shelterbelts are single or multiple rows of trees or shrubs 
in linear configurations to reduce surface wind speeds in order to control 
wind erosion, manage snow deposition, reduce the spread of odors, 
reduce pesticide spray drift and/or provide wildlife food and cover.

382 Crop Pasture Fence A constructed barrier to animals or people.

390 Crop Pasture Riparian Herbaceous Cover

Grasses, grass-like plants and forbs that are tolerant of intermittent 
flooding or saturated soils and that are established or managed in the 
transitional zone between terrestrial and aquatic habitats to provide a 
buffer between agricultural areas and riparian areas and to enhance 
riparian zone functions.

391 Crop Pasture Riparian Forest Buffer

An area predominantly trees and/or shrubs that are tolerant of 
intermittent flooding or saturated soils and that are established or 
managed in the transitional zone between terrestrial and aquatic habitats 
to provide a buffer between agricultural areas and riparian areas and to 
enhance riparian zone functions.

Eligible Land Use
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395 Crop Pasture Stream Habitat Improve/Mgmt
Maintain, improve or restore physical, chemical and biological functions of 
a stream, and its associated riparian zone, necessary for meeting the life 
history requirements of desired aquatic species. 

449 Crop Pasture Irrigation Water Management
The process of determining and controlling the volume, frequency and 
application rate of irrigation water in a planned, efficient manner.

511 Crop Pasture Forage Harvest Management
The timely cutting and removal of forages from the field as hay, green-
chop or ensilage.

512 Crop Pasture Forage and Biomass Planting
Establishing adapted and/or compatible species, varieties, or cultivars of 
herbaceous species suitable for pasture, hay, or biomass production.

614 Crop Pasture Watering Facility
A permanent or portable device to provide an adequate amount and 
quality of drinking water for livestock and or wildlife.

643 Crop Pasture
Restoration and Management of 
Rare and Declining Habitats

Restoring and managing rare and declining habitats and their associated 
wildlife species to conserve biodiversity.

644 Crop Pasture
Wetland Wildlife Habitat 
Management

Retaining, developing or managing wetland habitat for wetland wildlife.

645 Crop Pasture
Upland Wildlife Habitat 
Management

Provide and manage upland habitats and connectivity within the 
landscape for wildlife.

647 Crop Pasture
Early Successional Habitat 
Development/Management

Manage early plant succession to benefit desired wildlife or natural 
communities by increasing plant community diversity.

650 Crop Pasture Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation
Replacing, releasing and/or removing selected trees and shrubs or rows 
within an existing windbreak or shelterbelt, adding rows to the windbreak 
or shelterbelt or removing selected tree and shrub branches.

338 Pasture Prescribed Burning
Controlled fire applied to a predetermined areas to maintain or enhance 
fire dependent ecologies.

383 Pasture Fuelbreak
A strip or block of land on which the vegetation, debris and detritus have 
been reduced and/or modified to control or diminish the risk of the 
spread of fire crossing the strip or block of land.

384 Pasture Woody Residue Treatment
The treatment of residual woody material that is created due to 
management activities or natural disturbances.

394 Pasture Firebreak
A permanent or temporary strip of bare or vegetated land established to 
retard the movement of fire.
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528 Pasture Prescribed Grazing
Managing the harvest of vegetation with grazing and/or browsing animals 
in order to enhance or maintain good forage production and provide 
wildfire food and cover.

328 Crop Conservation Crop Rotation

Growing crops in a recurring sequence on the same field to control 
erosion, improve soil organic matter, balance nutrients, improve water 
use efficiency, manage saline seeps, manage pests and/or provide food 
and cover for wildlife

329 Crop
Residue and Tillage Management, No-
Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed

Managing the amount, orientation and distribution of crop and other 
plant residue on the soil surface year round while limiting soil-disturbing 
activities to only those necessary to place nutrients, condition residue and 
plant crops.

340 Crop Cover Crop

The planting of crops such as grasses, legumes and forbs to provide 
seasonal cover that will reduce erosion, improve soil organic matter, 
promote efficient nutrient cycling, fix nitrogen in the soil, suppress weeds, 
increase biodiversity and/or provide food and cover for wildlife.

344 Crop Residue Management, Seasonal

Managing the amount, orientation, and distribution of crop and other 
plant residues on the soil surface during a specified period of the year, 
while planting annual crops on a clean-tilled seedbed, or when growing 
biennial or perennial seed crops. 

345 Crop
Residue and Tillage Management, 
Mulch Till

Managing the amount, orientation and distribution of crop and other 
plant residue on the soil surface year round while limiting the soil-
disturbing activities used to grow crops in  systems where the entire field 
surface is tilled prior to planting.

346 Crop
Residue and Tillage Management, 
Ridge Till

Managing the amount, orientation, and distribution of crop and other 
plant residues on the soil surface year-round, while growing crops on pre-
formed ridges alternated with furrows protected by crop residue.  

386 Crop Field Border

A strip of permanent vegetation established at the edge or around the 
perimeter of a field to provide a buffer between cropland and non-
cropped areas to reduce cropland impacts and provide wildlife food and 
cover.

393 Crop Filter Strip
A strip or area of herbaceous vegetation established on cropland that 
removes contaminants from overland flow. 

484 Crop Mulching
Applying plant residues or other suitable materials produced off site, to 
the land surface.

612 Crop Tree/Shrub Establishment
Establishing woody plants by planting seedlings or cuttings, direct seeding, 
or natural regeneration.
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654 Crop
Road/Trail/Landing Closure and 
Treatment

The closure, decommissioning, or abandonment of roads, trails, and/or 
landings and associated treatment to enhance forest functions.

655 Crop Forest Trails & Landings
A temporary or infrequently used route, path or cleared area within a 
forest established to provide access to the forest while limiting damage to 
the forest.

660 Crop Tree/Shrub Pruning
The removal of all or part of selected branches, leaders or roots from trees 
and shrubs to improve forest health and functions.

666 Crop Forest Stand Improvement
The manipulation of species composition, stand structure and stocking by 
cutting or killing selected trees and understory vegetation to enhance 
forest health and functions.

For more information on each enhancement or bundle visit our website at http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/csp/cstp.html or contact your local NRCS office.  
NRCS practice standards are located in the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (Section 4) which is available at 
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?map.
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Page 1

Letter Year in Rotation: 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th
Crop
Primary Tillage
Secondary Tillage

Letter Year in Rotation: 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th
Crop
Primary Tillage
Secondary Tillage

Letter Year in Rotation: 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th
Crop
Primary Tillage
Secondary Tillage

Letter Year in Rotation: 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th
Crop
Primary Tillage 
Secondary Tillage

Letter Year in Rotation: 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th
Crop
Primary Tillage 
Secondary Tillage

Crop Primary Tillage Secondary Tillage
Bsn Snap Beans FC Fall Chisel Disk Tandem/Light Disk
Cg Corn Grain SC Spring Chisel Fcult Field Cultivator (soil finisher)
Cn Cranberries Sdisk Spring Disk Har Harrow (rotary, spike tooth, etc.)
Cs Corn Silage Fdisk Fall Disk CT Coulter Tiller
Csw Sweet Corn FP Fall Plow None
H Hay (grass/legume) SP Spring Plow
O Oats CT Coulter Tiller (Salford)
P Potatoes Har Harrow (Phoenix, etc)
Pg Green Peas Sfcult Spring Field Cultivate
Sb Soybeans Ffcult Fall Field Cultivate
Vg Market Vegetables None
Ws Spring Wheat
Ww Winter Wheat

Name:_____________________________

B

C

D

E

Instructions: Select the appropriate crop codes that define your common crop rotation(s).  Below the 
crop code, enter the tillage you normally perform BEFORE establishing the crop.  If you do not use 
tillage, enter None.  If you only have one tillage operation, enter it as primary tillage.

CSP Rotation Worksheet

Date: ______________

A



Page 2

Letter Tract Letter Field(s)TractField(s)

Directions:  Enter the Rotation Letter (A, B, C, D, or E) into the column below along with tract number(s) 
and field number(s) where the rotation is used.

CSP Rotation Worksheet
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Rotation 
No.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Management Description

Cg-Cs-SB NT

Cg-SB-WW

Cg-Cs-SB

Cg-SB-WW NT

Winter wheat stubble is tilled leaving 30% residue after planting corn.  
Corn stalks are tilled leaving 35% residue after planting soybeans.  
Winter wheat is no-tilled into soybean stubble leaving 75% residue after 
planting. (Cg-SB-WW) Corn grain; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Soybeans 15-20"; FC twist, Sdisk, 
Sfcult,  Winter wheat; NT

Soybean stubble is tilled leaving 20% residue after planting corn.  Corn 
stalks are tilled leaving 30% residue before planting corn.  Soybeans are 
no-tilled into corn stubble leaving 20% residue after planting. (Cg-Cs-SB) 
Corn grain, Fdisk, Sfcult, Corn silage; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Soybeans 15-20"; NT

CSP
Crop Management Choice List

Cg-SB

Cs-Cover Crop NT

Cs-Cover Crop

Cg

Crop Rotation*

Soybean stubble is tilled leaving 20% residue after planting corn.  Corn 
stalks are tilled leaving 30% residue before planting corn.  After 
harvesting corn silage, the corn stubble is tilled leaving 10% residue after 
planting soybeans. (Cg-Cs-SB) Corn grain, Fdisk, Sfcult, Corn silage; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, 
Soybeans 15-20"; Fdisk, Sfcult

Cg NT-SB NT
Corn is no-tilled into soybean stubble leaving 50% residue after planting.  
Soybeans are no-tilled into corn stalks leaving 70% residue after 
planting. (Cg-SB) Corn grain; NT; Soybeans 15-20"; NT

Cs

Corn stubble is tilled after harvesting silage leaving about 10% residue 
after planting a cover crop in the fall.  The cover crop is tilled in the spring 
leaving 20% residue after planting. (Cs-Rye) Corn silage; SC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Rye 
cover crop; Fdisk, Ffcult

Soybean stubble is tilled leaving 20% residue after planting corn.  
Soybeans are no-tilled into corn stalks leaving 70% residue after 
planting. (Cg-SB) Corn grain; Fdisk, Sfcult; Soybeans 15-20"; NT

Soybean stubble is tilled leaving 20% residue after planting corn.  Corn 
stalks are tilled leaving 30% residue after planting soybeans. (Cg-SB) Corn 
grain; Fdisk, Sfcult, Soybeans 15-20"; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult

Corn stubble is tilled leaving 10% residue after planting corn.  These 
fields are in continuous corn and are harvested for corn silage. (Cs) Corn 
silage; Fdisk, Sfcult

Corn stalks are tilled leaving 30% residue after planting.  These fields are 
in continuous corn and are harvested for grain.  Occasionally, corn silage 
might be harvested from these fields but not more than once every four 
years. (Cg) Corn grain; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult

After harvesting silage, a cover crop is no-tilled into corn stubble leaving 
20% residue after planting.  The cover crop is tilled in the spring leaving 
20% residue after planting corn. (Cs-Rye) Corn silage; SC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Rye cover 
crop; NT

Cg-SB NT

Winter wheat stubble is tilled leaving 30% residue after planting corn.  
Corn stalks are tilled leaving 35% residue after planting soybeans.  
Soybean stubble is tilled leaving 30% residue after drilling winter wheat. 
(Cg-SB-WW) Corn grain; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Soybeans 15-20"; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Winter 
wheat; Fdisk, Ffcult
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12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Hay is tilled leaving 5% residue after planting corn.  Corn stalks are tilled 
leaving 30% residue after planting soybeans.  Soybean stubble is tilled 
leaving 20% residue after drilling winter wheat.  Wheat stubble is tilled 
leaving 5% residue after planting corn.  Corn stalks are tilled leaving 30% 
residue after planting soybeans.  Soybean stubble is tilled leaving 20% 
residue after seeding hay. (Cg-SB-WW-Cg-SB-H-H-H)

Winter wheat stubble is tilled leaving 30% residue after planting corn.  
Soybeans are no-tilled into corn stalks leaving 75% residue after 
planting.  Winter wheat is no-tilled into soybean stubble leaving 80% 
residue after planting. (Cg-SB-WW) Corn grain; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Soybeans 15-20"; 
NT,  Winter wheat; NT

Cg-Csw-WW NT-3H

3Cs-3H

Hay is tilled leaving 10% residue after planting corn.  Corn stalks are 
tilled leaving 5% residue after planting sweet corn.  Winter wheat is no-till 
drilled into sweet corn residue leaving 70% residue after planting.  Winter 
wheat stubble is tilled leaving 40% residue after seeding hay. (Cg-Csw-WW-H-
H-H) Corn grain, FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Sweet corn; FP, Sdisk, Sfcult, Winter wheat, NT, Hay 3x, 
late summer direct seed; FC twist, Sfcult

Hay is tilled leaving 10% residue after planting corn.  Corn stubble is tilled 
leaving 10% residue after planting corn (years 2 & 3) and hay (year 4). (Cs-
Cs-Cs-H-H-H) Corn silage; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Corn silage 2x; Fdisk, Sfcult, Hay 3x late summer 
direct seeding; Fdisk, Sfcult

Hay is tilled leaving 10% residue after planting corn.  Corn stubble is tilled 
leaving 10% residue after planting corn (year 2 and 3).  Corn stalks are 
tilled leaving 30% residue after seeding hay. (Cs-Cs-Cg-H-H-H) Corn silage; FC 
twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Corn silage; Fdisk, Sfcult, Corn grain; Fdisk, Sfcult, Hay 3x spring direct seeding; 
FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult

Hay is tilled 10% residue after planting corn.  Corn stubble is tilled leaving 
10% residue after planting corn (years 2 & 3).  Corn stalks are tilled 
leaving 30% residue after drilling oats/hay. (Cs-Cs-Cg-Og-H-H-H) Corn silage; FC 
twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Corn silage; Fdisk, Sfcult, Corn grain; Fdisk, Sfcult, Oats; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, 
Hay 3x

Cg-SB-Cg-O-3H

Hay is tilled leaving 10% residue after planting corn.  Corn stalks are 
tilled leaving 30% residue after planting corn (year 2) and oats (year 3). 
(Cg-Cg-Og-H-H-H) Corn grain 2x; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Oats; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Hay 3x

Winter wheat stubble is tilled leaving 30% residue after planting corn.  
Corn stalks are tilled leaving 30% residue after planting soybeans.  
Soybean stubble is tilled leaving 20% residue after planting corn.  Corn 
stubble is tilled leaving 10% residue after drilling winter wheat. (Cg-SB-Cs-
WW) Corn grain; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Soybean 15-20"; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Corn silage; Fdisk, 
Sfcult, Winter wheat; Fdisk, Ffcult

Cg-SB NT-WW NT

Cg-SB-WW-Cg-SB-3H

Cg-SB-Cs-WW

2Cg-O-3H

2Cs-Cg-3H

2Cs-Cg-O-3H

Hay is tilled leaving 10% residue after planting corn.  Corn stalks are 
tilled leaving 30% residue after planting soybeans.  Soybean stubble is 
tilled leaving 20% residue after planting corn.  Corn stalks are tilled 
leaving 30% residue after drilling oats/hay. (Cg-SB-Cg-Og-H-H-H) Corn grain; FC 
twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Soybean 15-20"; FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Corn grain; Fdisk, Sfcult, Oats; FC twist, 
Sdisk, Sfcult, Hay 3x
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*Abbreviations:
Cg – Corn harvested for grain 2Cg – 2 years of corn Cs – Corn Silage 
2Cs – 2 years of corn silage 3Cs – 3 years of corn silage Csw – Sweet Corn 
Pg – Green Peas SB – Soybeans O - Oats
NT – No-till WW – Winter Wheat 3H – 3 years of hay

Cg-Pg-WW NT-3H

Hay is tilled leaving 10% residue after planting corn.  Corn stalks are 
tilled leaving 5% residue after planting peas.  Winter wheat is no-till 
drilled into pea residue leaving 10% residue after planting.  Winter wheat 
stubble is tilled leaving 40% residue after seeding hay. (Cg-Pg-WW-H-H-H) 
Corn grain, FC twist, Sdisk, Sfcult, Peas; FP, Sdisk, Sfcult, Winter wheat, NT, Hay 3x, late summer 
direct seed; FC twist, Sfcult
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Rotation 
No. Tract No. Field(s)

Rotation 
No.

Name:___________________________________

Directions:  Review the crop rotations and tillage managements on the preceding pages.  Select a 
management that closely resembles your current farming practices for each crop field.  Enter the tract 
number(s), field number(s), and corresponding rotation number(s) in the chart below.

Tract No. Field(s)

Crop Management Choice List
CSP

Date:  ___________________
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Agricultural Land
North LRA X X X X

Central LRA X X X X

Northeast LRA X X X X

Driftless LRA X X X X

Southeast LRA X X X X

NIP Forest Land
Statewide X X X X

WISCONSIN PRIORITY RESOURCE CONCERNS

CSP FY2014
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

On behalf of the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC)

APPENDIX TO FORM NRCS-CPA-1202
CONSERVATION PROGRAM CONTRACT

For
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

1 PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

A The Participant must complete and file Form AD-1026 (Highly Erodible Land
Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification) or any successor form and
meet the requirements set forth therein, in accordance with Title XII of the Food
Security Act of 1985, as amended. By signing this Conservation Program
Contract (Contract), the Participant certifies that the Participant has completed
and filed the AD-1026 and meets the payment eligibility requirements set forth in
the Highly Erodible Land Conservation-Wetland Conservation (HELC-WC)
provisions at 7 CFR part 12.

B The Participant must meet the requirements of, complete and file Form CCC-931
(Average Adjusted Gross Income Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax
information) or any successor form. By signing this Contract, the Participant
certifies that the Participant has met the requirements of, completed and filed
Form CCC-931. A person or legal entity shall not be eligible to receive any
benefit during a crop, fiscal, or program year, as appropriate, if the person or
legal entity does not meet the adjusted gross income limitations established by
Section 1001D of the Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, and implemented
through regulations at 7 CFR part 1400. The amount of any payment or benefit
shall be reduced by an amount that is commensurate with the direct and indirect
ownership interest in the entity of each person who has income in excess of the
applicable limitation specified. This limitation may be waived on a case-by-case
basis by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Chief as allowed
by the authorizing legislation.

C The Participant must complete and file Form CCC-901 (Member’s Information),
or its equivalent, if the Participant represents a business classified as a legal
entity or joint operation by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) under 7
CFR part 1400.

D At Least one Participant must be the operator of record in the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) farm records management system for the agricultural operation
being offered for enrollment in the program and have effective control of the land
for this Contract period. By signing this Contract, the Participant certifies that the
Participant has included in the Contract all eligible land and will control the land
subject to this Contract for the term of this Contract and shall, upon request,
provide evidence to Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) demonstrating that
such Participant will control the land for that period. NRCS may grant exceptions
to this “operator of record” requirement for producers, tenants and owners in the
FSA farm records management system that demonstrate to the satisfaction of
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) that they will operate and
have effective control of the land for the term of this contract.
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Where applicable, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will
consult with the Bureau of Indian Affairs to determine Tribal land eligibility.

E The Participant shall not be eligible for Contract payments for any of the
following: (1) practices that the participant is required to implement to address
non-compliance with the HELC and WC requirements provisions at 7 CFR part
12; (2) new conservation activities applied with financial assistance through any
other USDA conservation program; (3) the design, construction, or maintenance
of animal waste storage or treatment facilities or associated waste transport
devices for animal feeding operations; and (4) conservation activities for which
there is no cost incurred or income forgone by the participant.

F Land used for crop production after June 18, 2008 that had not been planted,
considered to be planted, or devoted to crop production for at least 4 of the 6
years preceding this date shall not be eligible for any payment under the
program, unless the land does not meet the requirement because: (1) the land
had previously been enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program; (2) the land
has been maintained using long-term crop rotation practices, as determined by
CCC; or (3) the land is incidental land needed for efficient operation of the farm
or ranch, as determined by CCC.

G Land otherwise eligible for the covered conservation program shall not be eligible
if the land is publically owned (including land owned by a Federal, State, or local
unit of government) if the land is enrolled in the Conservation Security Program,
Conservation Reserve Program, Wetland Reserve Program, or Grassland
Reserve Program, or is subject to a deed or other legal restriction prohibiting the
application of the conservation plan and associated conservation activities, or
where a benefit has or will be obtained from a Federal, or State agency
(including political subdivisions and entities thereof) in return for the Participant's
agreement not to implement the conservation plan and associated conservation
activities on the land during the same time as the land would be enrolled in this
Contract. By applying for the program Contract, the Participant certifies as a
condition for payment that no such restrictions apply to the subject land.

H The Participant is responsible for obtaining the authorities, permits, easements,
or other approvals necessary for the implementation, operation, and
maintenance of the conservation activities in accordance with applicable laws
and regulations. A Participant must comply with all laws and is responsible for all
effects or actions resulting from the Participant's performance under this
Contract.

2 OFFERS FROM APPLICANTS

Form NRCS-CPA-1200, Conservation Program Contract Application, and this
NRCS-CPA-1202-CPC (Appendix) represent a request to enter into the program under the
terms specified in this Contract.

3 AGREEMENT

The Participant agrees to:

(1) Place all eligible land under their effective control into the program for the
period of time as specified on Form NRCS-CPA-1202 beginning on the date
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this Contract is executed by CCC;

(2) Not start any new financially assisted conservation activity before this
Contract is executed by CCC unless a waiver is approved by the NRCS
State Conservationist (STC) or designee. The Participant may submit a
written request to waive this requirement for financially assisted conservation
activities.

(3) Schedule, install and adopt at least one enhancement or enhancement
bundle within the first fiscal year after this Contract is signed by CCC.

(4) Schedule, install, and adopt all enhancements by the end of the third fiscal
year of the contract.

(5) Maintain for the life of the Contract at least the level of existing conservation
performance identified at the time the application is obligated into a contract.

(6) Install and adopt, to NRCS requirements, conservation activities described in
this Contract as scheduled, to operate and maintain these conservation
activities for the intended purpose and life span identified in this Contract,
and to comply with the terms and conditions of this Contract and all
applicable Federal, State, Tribal, and local laws. In cases where the land is
transferred to new ownership during the contract period, the Participant must
also ensure these responsibilities are transferred to subsequent owners as
provided herein;

(7) Notify NRCS within 60 days of the transfer of interest to an eligible transferee
who accepts the contract's terms and conditions by completing the Transfer
Agreement, Form NRCS-CPA-152, and the Supplement to Form
NRCS-CPA-152 for Partial Land Transfers if applicable or the Contract will
be terminated;

(8) Share responsibility for ensuring that Form NRCS-CPA-1155, Conservation
Plan or Schedule of Operations, is accurate and complete. CCC has no
authority to compensate participants for conservation activities that are not in
the Contract at the time of obligation;

(9) Not undertake any action on land under the Participant's effective control
which tends to defeat the purposes of the program, as determined by CCC;

(10) Discontinue work in the general area of the site and notify NRCS
immediately if during the construction of any conservation activity a
previously unidentified endangered species, archeological, or historical site
is encountered;

(11) Provide records and receipts, as necessary, as proof of completion and
payments, and to maintain documentation for three (3) years after the end of
the Federal fiscal year in which the conservation activity was completed, and
to present this documentation to CCC within 30 days if selected for
administrative compliance check;
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(12) Allow access to the land under Contract to the CCC representative or their
agent, including Technical Service Providers representing NRCS, for
monitoring progress on this Contract;

(13) Supply records and information as required by CCC to determine
compliance with the Contract and requirements of the program within 30
days of request;

(14) Accept applicable program payment limits: The Participant, defined as a
person or legal entity hereby agrees that the total amount of all CSP
payments received, directly or indirectly, do not in the aggregate exceed
$40,000 during any fiscal year and $200,000 for all CSP Contracts entered
into during any 5-year period, excluding federally recognized Indian tribes or
Alaska Native corporations, regardless of the number of Contracts entered
into under the CSP by the person or legal entity. Each conservation
stewardship contract with a person or legal entity will be limited to $40,000
per fiscal year and $200,000 over the term of the initial contract period. Each
conservation stewardship contract with a joint operation will be limited to
$80,000 per fiscal year and $400,000 over the term of the initial contract
period. Federally recognized Indian tribes or Alaska Native corporations are
excluded from contract limits. Payments received in excess of these limits
are subject to refund.

(15) Notify NRCS within 30 days or less as required, of Contract acres accepted
for enrollment in the Conservation Reserve Program, Wetlands Reserve
Program, Grassland Reserve Program or other Federal or State programs
that offer greater natural resource protection in order to allow those acres to
be removed from the Contract. Participants will not be subject to liquidated
damages or refund of payments received for enrolling land in these
programs. However, this action will require an evaluation to determine
whether CSP requirements will continue to be met after removal of the acres
from contract, and may warrant termination of the Contract.

4 CONSERVATION PLAN

By signing the Contract, the Participant agrees:

(1) That the ProTracts NRCS-CPA-1155, Conservation Plan or Schedule of
Operations, the Customer Service Toolkit Conservation Plan document and
all supporting job sheets and attachments including but not limited to the
Conservation Measurement Tool Conservation Performance Summary
Report and Detail Report are hereby incorporated as a part of the Contract;
and

(2) To install, adopt, and maintain the conservation activities as identified and
scheduled in the Contract as described above and in compliance with
Paragraph 6 of this Appendix—Operation and Maintenance of Conservation
Activities.
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5 PAYMENTS

A Subject to the availability of funds, CCC will make payments at the rate specified
in this Contract, with consideration to person or legal entity payment limits as
described in 5B, after a determination by CCC that conservation activities have
been installed and maintained in compliance with the conservation plan, and in
accordance with appropriate standards and specifications or job sheets. In order
to receive payments, the Participant, upon technical certification of the
completed conservation activity, must execute and file with CCC a Form
NRCS-CPA-1245, Practice Approval and Payment Application, along with any
receipts and supporting documentation, as necessary.

B Person or legal entity or joint operation payment limitations are verified during the
payment process. Payment amounts may change prior to payment approval to
enforce the direct and indirect payment limitations in 3(14).

C NRCS will provide annual payments to compensate a participant for installing
and adopting additional conservation activities as scheduled in the conservation
plan and for maintaining existing activities to at least the level of performance
identified at the time the application is obligated into a contract. A participant’s
annual payments will be determined using the conservation performance
estimated by the conservation measurement tool and computed by land use.
NRCS may provide a supplemental payment for adopting a resource conserving
crop rotation on cropland to a participant receiving annual payments. Payments
will be issued based on the unit rate and the land use as documented on Form
NRCS-CPA-1245. Form NRCS-CPA-1155, Plan/Schedule of Operations and
Form NRCS-CPA-1156, Revision of Plan/Schedule of Operations or Modification
of a Contract. NRCS may make a minimum contract payment of $1,000 to
participants who are socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers, beginning
farmers or ranchers, or limited resource farmers or ranchers in any fiscal year
that a contract’s payment amount total is less than $1,000. Minimum contract
payments will not be applied to a contract for newly acquired land that is part of
an operation which is under an active conservation stewardship contract.

D All payments received as part of a Contract are reported to the United States
Internal Revenue Service (IRS). For information related to tax liabilities, it is
recommended that the participant consult with a tax accountant or refer to IRS
publication 225, Farmers Tax Guide or successor IRS publications.

E Payments will only be issued for installed or adopted conservation activities that
meet or exceed the standards described in the NRCS Field Office Technical
Guide or applicable job sheets, unless the participant has entered into an
Agreement Covering Non Compliance with Provisions of the Contract Form
NRCS-CPA-153, which can provide the participant up to one year of additional
time to install or adopt the conservation activity.

F Collection of amounts due from a Participant for improper payment or any other
reason will follow procedures of 7 CFR part 1403. NRCS will notify the
Participant to identify the reason for the collection and the amount owed. Unpaid
debts accrue interest beginning 30 days after the billing date at the current value
of funds rate published in the Federal Register by the United States Department
of Treasury.
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G Any Participant that will receive financial benefit from the implementation of this
Contract must be a signatory on the Contract. Unless signature authority is not
granted or assigned on the Contract, any Participant on the Contract may
approve payment applications for the Contract.

H Any payment that has or will be received through another USDA program or from
other sources must be disclosed to the NRCS Approving Official at the time a
payment application is filed. NRCS may reduce payments to account for the
funds received from other sources in accordance with program requirements.

I If a Participant receiving a Contract payment is indebted to another Federal
agency and the outstanding debt has been referred to the Treasury Offset
Payment System, the Contract payment due the Participant will be reduced by
Treasury for the amount owed the U.S. Government. Though the Participant will
not be notified by NRCS that a payment offset has occurred, NRCS records will
reflect full Contract payment to the Participant.

J Contract payment will not be delayed for activities completed while in
non-compliance with the HELC-WC provisions for the purpose of circumventing
the payment eligibility requirements set forth in 7 CFR part 12.

6 OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES
(O&M Agreement)

A The Participant agrees to operate and maintain (O&M) all conservation activities
included within this Contract for the practice lifespan as listed on Form
NRCS-CPA-1155, Conservation Plan or Schedule of Operations, and any
subsequent conservation activities resulting from revisions on Form
NRCS-CPA-1156, Revision of Plan/Schedule of Operations or Modification of a
Contract. This requirement also extends to those conservation activities installed
before Contract execution, but included in the Contract to obtain the
conservation performance level agreed upon in the ranking process and the
conservation performance summary report. The participant will operate and
maintain existing conservation activities to a least the level of conservation
performance identified at the time the application is obligated into a contract for
the Contract period and operate and maintain additional activities which are
installed and adopted over the term of the Contract.

B The term Operation and Maintenance (O&M) as used in the Contract shall
collectively include:

• Operation: The administration, management, and performance of
non-maintenance activities necessary to keep a conservation activity safe
and functioning as planned;

• Maintenance: The recurring activities necessary to retain or restore a
conservation activity in a safe and functioning condition, including, but not
limited to, the management of vegetation, the repair or replacement of failed
components or conservation activity, the prevention or treatment of
deterioration, and the repair of damages caused by vandalism or negligence,
but excluding damage caused by a local, state or nationally recognized
natural disaster;
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• Repair: The actions to return a deteriorated, damaged, abandoned, or failed
conservation activity and/or component to an acceptable and functional
condition; and

• Replacement: The removal of a conservation activity or component and
installation of a similar, functional conservation activity or component.

C The Participant is responsible for the O&M activities and acknowledges these
activities may require labor, funds, and management in order to ensure the
appropriate program purposes are met.

D The Participant’s O&M responsibilities begin when the conservation activity
installation is completed, as determined by NRCS, and shall continue through the
end of the practice lifespan.

E The Participant acknowledges that the “practice lifespan” is the time period in
which the conservation practices are to be used and maintained for their
intended purposes as defined by NRCS technical references and documented
on either Forms NRCS-CPA-1155 or NRCS-CPA-1156.

F Specific O&M requirements for conservation activities covered within this
Contract are defined in the conservation practice standard and are documented
within the conservation plan narrative, Contract provision, and/or job sheet.

G The Participant acknowledges that conservation activities installed before the
Contract execution, but included in the Contract to obtain the environmental
benefits agreed upon within the application ranking process and the conservation
performance summary report, must be operated and maintained as specified in
the Contract and within this paragraph.

H The Participant agrees to the O&M requirements as listed within this Paragraph
(6) and failure to carry-out the terms and conditions listed may result in CCC
termination of this Contract. (Refer to Paragraph 11 of this Appendix—Contract
Termination).

7 PROVISIONS RELATING TO TENANTS AND LANDLORDS

No payment will be approved for the current year if CCC determines that any of the
following conditions exist:

(1) The landlord or operator has not given the tenants that have an interest in
the agricultural operation covered by the Contract, or that have a lease that
runs through the Contract term at the time of sign-up, an opportunity to
participate in the benefits of the program.

(2) The landlord or operator has adopted any other scheme or device for the
purpose of depriving any tenant of any benefits to which such tenant would
otherwise be entitled. If any such conditions occur or are discovered after
payments have been made, all or any part of the payments, as determined
by CCC, must be refunded according to Paragraph 5F of this Appendix and
no further payments shall be made.
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8 MISREPRESENTATION AND SCHEME OR DEVICE

A NRCS shall immediately request investigation by the Office of Inspector General
(OIG) in cases where a participant is suspected of, or when NRCS has
determined the participant knowingly, (1) adopted any scheme or device that
tends to defeat the purpose of the program; (2) made any fraudulent
representation; or (3) misrepresented any fact affecting a program determination.

B A Participant who is determined to have erroneously represented any fact
affecting a determination with respect to this Contract and the regulations
applicable to this Contract, adopted any scheme or device which tends to defeat
the purposes of this Contract, or made any fraudulent representation with
respect to this Contract, will not be entitled to payments or any other benefits
made under this Contract. The Participant must refund to CCC all payments
received plus interest. In addition, CCC will terminate the Participant’s interest in
all Conservation Stewardship Program contracts.

C CCC will charge interest on monies it determines to be due and owing to CCC
under this Contract. Under debt collection procedures, unpaid bills accrue
interest beginning 30 days after the billing date. The interest rate will be
determined using the current value of funds rate, published annually in the
Federal Register by the United States Department of Treasury.

D The provisions of Paragraph 8B of this Appendix shall be applicable in addition
to any other criminal and civil fraud statutes.

9 CHANGES TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS CONTRACT

A CCC may unilaterally cancel this Contract when the installed conservation
activity would cause adverse impacts to significant cultural and/or environmental
resources without mitigation action unless cc and the participant modify this
Contract to address such impacts.

B The Participant and CCC may modify this Contract by mutual agreement when:

(1) Both the Participant and the appropriate approving authority (STC or
designated conservationist) agree to this modification;

(2) At the request of the Participant, and upon approval of CCC, the modification
is consistent with the purposes of the program; and

(3) A transfer of this Contract occurs, provided CCC approval is obtained, and
an eligible transferee accepts all terms and responsibilities under this
Contract including operation and maintenance of those conservation
activities already installed or to be installed.

(4) A partial land transfer will not be approved to avoid contract compliance or
as a mechanism to avoid payment or contract limitations.
By entering into a partial land transfer, the following requirements apply:
• The transferee and transferor are responsible for:

° Maintaining and managing existing conservation activities on the land
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under their respective control as identified on the CMT Detail Report
and Conservation Performance Summary Report.

° Installing the activities as scheduled in the Conservation Performance
Summary Report on the land for which they have control.

• The conservation stewardship plan and plan map along with the
respective job sheets and state supplements, as applicable, are the
supporting documents that will specify the extent, location, and criteria for
all new conservation activities.

• The existing and additional conservation performance levels at the time
the original contract was obligated will be the basis for all future
contract payments for the transferee and transferor, subject to payment
limitations and availability of funds.

• The transferee or transferor may not make operational changes or
adjustments to the schedule of operations under any circumstances.
Both the transferor’s and the transferee’s contracts must remain intact
for the remaining years of the contracts to ensure that the same
environmental benefits are applied on the land as was originally
contracted.

• All program Terms and Conditions including the payment rates,
in place at the time the original contract was obligated will
apply to the transferee’s contract.

C The Participant and CCC may agree to revise the schedule of operations to
substitute enhancements scheduled for implementation, provided that such
revisions are within the general scope of this Contract and the resulting
conservation performance, by land use is equal to or greater than the
conservation performance of the current contract. Any such changes that would
cause an increase in the cost of performance of any part of the work under the
Contract, the authorized CCC official will not make an adjustment in the total
contract payment. Contract modifications will not increase the financial
obligations or provide for payments over and above the amount as specified in
the current contract, with exception for contract renewals or other exceptional
cases as approved by NRCS.

D All modifications that require CCC approval must be approved in writing by the
authorized CCC official and the Participant or an individual granted signature
authority through a valid Power of Attorney filed in the local Service Center. Any
Participant on the Contract may approve modifications for the Contract on behalf
of all participants unless such signature authority is specifically denied on the
NRCS-CPA-1202.

10 CORRECTIONS

CCC reserves the right to correct all errors in entering data or the results of computations
in this Contract. If the Participant does not agree to such corrections, CCC shall terminate
the Contract.

11 CONTRACT TERMINATION

A If a Participant fails to carry-out the terms and conditions of this Contract, CCC
may terminate this Contract. CCC may require the Participant to refund
payments received under this Contract, or if not terminated, require the
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Participant to accept such adjustments in subsequent payments as are
determined to be appropriate by CCC. Refunds shall be subject to the provisions
in Paragraph 5F of this Appendix.

B The CCC may terminate this Contract, in whole or in part, without liability, if CCC
determines that continued operation of this Contract will result in the violation of
a Federal statute or regulation, if CCC determines that termination would be in
the public interest, or to remove contract acres enrolled in the Conservation
Reserve Program, Wetland Reserve Program, or Grassland Reserve Program or
other Federal or State programs that offer greater natural resource protection.

C A participant shall not be considered in violation of the Contract for failure to
comply with the Contract due to circumstances beyond the control of the
participant, including a disaster of related condition, as determined by the CCC.

D The Contract terminates upon death of the participant unless the participant
appointed an Executor or other Estate Representative to act on the participant’s
behalf and such Executor or Estate Representative transfers the Contract to an
eligible person or legal entity within 60 days of the participant’s death and such
transfer is approved by CCC.

E In the case of Partial Land Transfers, the Transferor and Transferee(s) contracts
will be evaluated based on their individual responsibilities specified in the
supporting documentation listed in paragraph 9B.

12 RECOVERY OF COST

A In the event a Participant violates the terms of this Contract, the Participant
voluntarily terminates this Contract before any contractual payments have been
made, or this Contract is terminated with cause by CCC, the CCC will incur
substantial costs in administering this Contract which may not be possible to
quantify with certainty. Therefore, in addition to the refund of payments as set
forth in Paragraph 11 of this Appendix, the Participant agrees to pay at the time
of termination liquidated damages in an amount equal to 10 percent of the total
financial assistance obligated to the Participant in this Contract. This liquidated
damages payment is for recovery of administrative and technical services and is
not a penalty.

B The Participant may be required by the CCC to refund all or a portion of any
assistance earned under the program if the Participant sells or loses control of
the land under this Contract and the new owner or transferee is not eligible for
the program, or refuses to assume responsibility under the Contract.

13 EFFECTIVE DATE

This Contract is effective when signed by the Participant and an authorized representative
of CCC and continues through the expiration date printed on the NRCS-CPA-1202. Except
as otherwise provided for herein, this Contract may not be terminated or modified unless by
mutual agreement between the parties. Within the dates established by CCC, this Contract
must be signed by all required Participants. In the event that a statute is enacted during the
period of this Contract which would materially change the terms and conditions of this
Contract, the CCC may require the Participant to elect between modifying this Contract
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consistent with the provisions of such statute or Contract termination.

14 GENERAL TERMS

A The regulations in 7 CFR part 1470, and any other applicable regulations are
incorporated, by reference, herein. In the event of a conflict between these
regulations and the terms of this Appendix, the provisions of the regulations will
prevail.

B This Contract shall be carried out in accordance with all applicable Federal
statutes and regulations. Any ambiguities in this Contract and questions as to the
validity of any of its specific provisions shall be resolved in favor of CCC so as to
give maximum effect to the conservation purposes of this Contract.

C NRCS is administering this Contract on behalf of the CCC. Therefore, where this
Contract refers to "CCC", NRCS may act on its behalf for the purposes of
administering this Contract. When the term "Participant" is used in this Contract,
it shall be construed to mean all Participants signing this Contract. Likewise,
when the term "Applicant" is used in this Contract, it means all Applicants signing
the program application.

D Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility
Matters -Primary Covered Transactions (7 CFR part 3017).

(1) The Participant certifies to the best of the Participant’s knowledge and belief,
that the Participant and his or her principals:

(a) Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment,
declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions
by any Federal department or agency;

(b) Have not within the three-year period preceding this agreement had a
criminal conviction or civil judgment rendered against them for
commission of fraud in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or
performing a public (Federal, State or local government) contract,
including violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission
of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of
records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property;

(c) Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by
a governmental entity (Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of
the offenses set forth above in Paragraph 14D(1)(b) of this certification;
and

(d) Have not within the three-year period preceding this agreement had
one or more public contracts (Federal, State or local) terminated for
cause or default.

(2) If the Participant is unable to certify to any of the statements set forth in
paragraph 14D (1), the Participant shall attach an explanation to this
agreement. The Participant must notify CCC immediately if the
circumstances supporting certification of any such statements change or the
Participant may incur additional liability or penalties in accordance with
applicable law.
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E This Contract is a financial assistance agreement, not a procurement contract.
As such, it is not subject to 5 CFR part 1315, Prompt Payment Act and is
governed by the terms set forth herein.

F The term “Contract” as used in this Appendix means the program documents,
including: Conservation Program Contract, Form NRCS-CPA-1202 along with
the—

• Appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1202, Form NRCS-CPA-1202-CPC
(Appendix);

• Conservation Plan Schedule of Operations, Form NRCS-CPA-1155;
• Revision of Plan/Schedule of Operations or Modification of a Contract, Form

NRCS-CPA-1156; and
• Transfer Agreement, form NRCS-CPA-152 for the transferee(s).
• Other supporting documents as set forth above in Paragraph 4(1).

Such Contract shall set forth the terms and conditions for Conservation Program
participation and receipt of Conservation Program payments.

G The term “Socially Disadvantaged” means an individual or entity who is a
member of a socially disadvantaged group. For an entity, at least 50 percent
ownership in the farm business must be held by socially disadvantaged
individuals. A socially disadvantaged group is a group whose members have
been subject to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of
a group without regard to their individual qualities. These groups consist of the
following:

• American Indians or Alaskan Natives
• Asians
• Blacks or African Americans
• Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders
• Hispanics.

Note: Gender alone is not a covered group for the purposes of NRCS
conservation programs. The term entities reflects a broad interpretation
to include partnerships, couples, legal entities, etc.

H “Indian Tribe” means any Indian Tribe, band, nation, pueblo, or other organized
group or community, including any Alaska Native village or regional or village
corporation as defined in or established pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) which is recognized as eligible for
special programs and services provided by the United States to Indians because
of their status as Indians.

Note: “Indian tribes recognized as eligible to receive services by the United
States Bureau of Indian Affairs” is available through the United States Bureau of
Indian Affairs.

I A Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher is a participant:

• With direct or indirect gross farm sales not more than the current indexed
value in each of the previous two years, and

• Who has a total household income at or below the national poverty level for
a family of four, or less than 50 percent of county median household
income in each of the previous two years.
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• A legal entity or joint operation can be a Limited Resource Farmer or
Rancher only if all individual members independently qualify. A
Self-Determination Tool is available to the public and may be completed
on-line or printed and completed hardcopy at:
http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/

• Participants who self-certify eligibility as a Limited Resource Farmer or
Rancher may be requested to provide records to justify their claim. It is
the responsibility of the participant to provide accurate data. False
certifications are subject to criminal and civil fraud statutes.

J A Beginning Farmer or Rancher is a participant who:

• Has not operated a farm or ranch, or who has operated a farm or ranch for
not more than 10 consecutive years. This requirement applies to all
members of a legal entity, and

• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm or
ranch.

In the case of a contract with an individual, individually or with the immediate
family, material and substantial participation requires that the individual provide
substantial day-to-day labor and management of the farm or ranch, consistent
with the conservation activities in the county or State where the farm is located.

In the case of a contract made with a legal entity, all members must materially
and substantially participate in the operation of the farm or ranch. Material and
substantial participation requires that the members provide some amount of the
management, or labor and management necessary for day-to-day activities, such
that if the members did not provide these inputs, operation of the farm or ranch
would be seriously impaired.

Participants who self-certify eligibility as a Beginner Farmer or Rancher may be
requested to provide records to justify their claim. It is the responsibility of the
participant to provide accurate data. False certifications are subject to criminal
and civil fraud statutes.

K The term ”Agricultural Operation” as used in this Appendix includes the
Nonindustrial Private Forest Land component of the operation.

L The term “conservation activities” as used in the Appendix means conservation
systems, enhancements, enhancement bundles, conservation practices, or
management measures needed to address a resource concern or improve
environmental quality through the treatment of natural resources.

M The term “conservation measurement tool” as used in this Appendix means
procedures developed by NRCS to estimate the existing and proposed
conservation performance to be achieved by a participant.

15 RIGHTS TO APPEAL AND REQUEST EQUITABLE RELIEF

A The Participant may appeal an adverse decision under this Contract in
accordance with the appeal procedures set forth at 7 CFR part 11, Subpart A,
and part 614. Pending the resolution of an appeal, no payments shall be made
under this agreement. Before a Participant seeks judicial review, the Participant
must exhaust all appeal rights granted within these regulations.
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B The Participant may also request equitable relief as provided under 7 U.S.C.
7996 and 7 CFR part 635 with the requirements of that provision.

16 EXAMINATION OF RECORDS

A The Participant agrees to give the CCC, the Office of the Inspector General or
the Comptroller General, through any authorized representative, access to and
the right to examine all records, books, papers, or documents related to this
Contract. The Participant agrees to retain all records related to this agreement
for a period of three (3) years after completion of the terms of this agreement in
accordance with the applicable Office of Management and Budget circular.

B The Participant authorizes CCC to obtain tax data from the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) for Adjusted Gross Income compliance verification purposes and
the Participant will take all necessary actions required by the terms and
conditions of the IRS disclosure laws so that CCC can obtain such data.

17 DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE (7 CFR part 3021)

By signing this Contract, the Participant certifies that the Participant will comply with the
requirements of 7 CFR part 3021. If it is later determined that the Participant knowingly
rendered a false certification, or otherwise violates the requirements of the Drug-Free
Workplace Act (Public Law 100-690, Title V, Subtitle D; 41 U.S.C. 701 et seq.; 7 CFR part
3021,) CCC, in addition to any other remedies available to CCC under this contract or in
general to the United States, may take action authorized under the Drug-Free Workplace
Act.

18 CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING (7 CFR part 3018)
(Applicable if this agreement exceeds $100,000)

The Participant certifies, to the best of the Participant’s knowledge and belief, that:

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on
behalf of the Participant, to any person for influencing or attempting to
influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress
in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any
Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any
cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal,
amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or
cooperative agreement;

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be
paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or
employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of
Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress, in connection with this
Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned
shall complete and submit Standard Form -LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report
Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions; and

(3) The Participant shall require that the language of this certification be
included in the award documents for all sub awards at all tiers (including sub
contracts, sub grants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative
agreements) and that all sub recipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.
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19 CERTIFICATION AND ASSURANCES REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH PROVISIONS
APPLICABLE TO FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (See generally 7 CFR parts 3015, 3016,
and 3019)

A As a condition of this Contract, the Participant certifies and assures that it is in
compliance with and will comply in the course of the agreement with all
applicable laws, regulations, Executive Orders and other generally applicable
requirements, including those set out in 7 CFR 3015.205(b) applicable to
non-profit institutions, which are hereby incorporated into this Contract by
reference, and such other regulatory and statutory provisions as are specifically
set forth herein.

B Without limiting the general applicability of Paragraph 19A, the Participant, if it is
a non-profit, further agrees to comply with the provisions of 7 CFR part 3019,
including the contract provisions required at Appendix A. The following
Participants by entering their signature acknowledge receipt of this Form
NRCS-CPA-1202-CPC (Appendix) and agree to its terms and conditions thereof.
Further, if the undersigned are succeeding to an existing Contract, the
undersigned agree and certify that no agreement exists or will be entered into
between the undersigned, the previous owner and operator of the property, or
mortgage holder that would, maintain or create an interest in the property for any
previous Participant on this Contract for that property, or to receive payments
under the contracts.

20 CERTIFICATION AND ASSURANCES REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH PROVISIONS
APPLICABLE TO REQUIREMENTS FOR FEDERAL FUNDING ACCOUNTABLITY AND
TRANSPARENCY ACT IMPLEMENTATION (See 2 CFR part 25 and 2 CFR Part 170)

A As a condition of this Contract, the Participant certifies and assures that it is in
compliance with and will comply in the course of the agreement with all
requirements for applicants other than individuals, with some specific exceptions,
to have Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) numbers
and maintain current registrations in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) or
any successor Federal contractor registration database as set out in Appendix A
to Part 25.

B As a condition of this Contract, the Participant certifies and assures that it is in
compliance with and will comply in the course of the agreement with all
requirements for applicants other than individuals, with some exception to report
first-tier subawards to an entity and executive salary compensation as set out in
Appendix A to Part 170.
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The following Participants by entering their signature acknowledge receipt of this Form
NRCS-CPA-1202-CPC (Appendix) and agree to its terms and conditions thereof. Further, if the
undersigned are succeeding to an existing Contract, the undersigned agree and certify that no
agreement exists or will be entered into between the undersigned, the previous owner and operator
of the property, or mortgage holder that would, maintain or create an interest in the property for any
previous Participant on this Contract for that property, or to receive payments under the contracts.

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

__________________________________________________________ Date _____________

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status,
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)
720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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CONSERVATION PROGRAM APPLICATION

Name: Application Number:

Address:

Email:

Application Date:

County and State:

Telephone: Watershed:

Subaccount:

Location (Legal Description or Farm and Tract Number):

(Please note that not all questions apply to all Programs)

1. This is an application to participate in the:
❑ Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) ❑ Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

✔ Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) ❑ Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)

❑ Agricultural Water Enhancement Program
(AWEP)

❑ Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative (CBWI)

2. ❑ Yes ❑ No Do you have farm records established with the appropriate USDA
Service Center Agency?

If no, you must establish them with the appropriate USDA Service Center Agency prior to
submitting this application.

3. Are you applying to participate in a conservation program as an (check one of the
following):

❑ Individual
a) Please enter your legal name and tax identification number:

Name: Tax Number:
❑ Entity (Corporation, Limited Partnership, Trust, Estate, etc.)

a) Please enter entity legal name and tax identification number:
Name: Tax Number:

b) ❑ Yes ❑ No Do you have appropriate documents including proof to sign for the
entity?

❑ Joint Operation (General Partnership, Joint Venture)
a) Please enter joint operation legal name and tax identification number:

Name: Tax Number:
b) ❑ Yes ❑ No Do you have appropriate documents including proof to sign for the joint

operation?

4. A Dun & Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number and current
registrations in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) database are required for
receiving payment under an EIN. If you do not have a DUNS number, information is available
at http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform To register with CCR, go to https://www.sam.gov/
DUNS Number:

US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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5. Is the land being offered for enrollment used for crop (including forest-related) or
livestock production?
❑ Crop Production Crop Type:
❑ Livestock Production Livestock Type:

6. The land offered under this application is (check all that apply):
❑ Private Land
❑ Public Land (Federal, State, or Local Government)
❑ Tribal, Alloted, Ceded or Indian Land

7. Certification of control of the land offered under the application:
❑ Deed or other evidence of land ownership
❑ Written lease agreement

Years of control are through
❑ Other agreement or legal conveyance (describe):

Years of control are through

8. ❑ Yes ❑ No Is the land offered under this application enrolled in any other
conservation program?

9. Are you applying for program benefits as one of the following participant types?
❑ Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher
❑ Beginning Farmer or Rancher
❑ Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher
❑ Not Applicable
If you wish to apply in any of these categories, you must meet the self certification requirements.
For more information please go to this website: http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/

10. ❑ Yes ❑ No ❑ Not Applicable If applying for the EQIP and if the application
includes irrigation practices, has the land been irrigated at least 2 of the last 5 years?

On the farm(s) identified above, the Applicant agrees to participate in the identified program if the
offer is accepted by the NRCS. The undersigned person shall hereafter be referred to as the
"Participant." The participant understands that starting a practice prior to contract approval causes
the practice to be ineligible for program financial assistance. The participant will obtain the
landowner’s signature on the contract or provide written authorization to install structural practices.
The Participant agrees not to start any financially assisted practice or activity or engage the
reimbursable services of a certified Technical Service Provider before a Contract is executed by
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC). The Participant may request, in writing, a waiver of this
requirement for financially assisted practices by the NRCS State Conservationist.
All participants that certify eligibility as a Farmer or Rancher under the Limited Resource, Beginning,
or Socially Disadvantaged groups will provide all records necessary to justify their claim as requested
by a NRCS representative. It is the responsibility of the participant to provide accurate data to support
all items addressed in this application at the request of NRCS. False certifications are subject to
criminal and civil fraud statutes.
The Participant acknowledges that highly erodible land conservation/wetland conservation, adjusted
gross income certifications, and member information for entities and joint operations are on file with
the appropriate USDA Service Center Agency.
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11. ❑ Yes ❑ No I have received a copy of the program appendix where an appendix is
applicable.

Applicant Signature Date

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe you experienced
discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, participating in a USDA program, or participating in a program that
receives financial assistance from USDA, you may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a
discrimination complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from
any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign, and mail a program discrimination complaint form, available at any
USDA office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov, or write to:

USDA
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20250-9410

Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or to request documents.
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay
service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT
The following statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (U.S.C. 522a). Furnishing this information
is voluntary; however, failure to furnish correct, complete information will result in the withholding or withdrawal of such
technical or financial assistance. The information may be furnished to other USDA agencies, the Internal Revenue
Service, the Department of Justice, or other state or federal law enforcement agencies, or in response to orders of a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal.

This information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act, as it is required for administration of the Food,
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub L. 110-236)
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