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Earth Team State Award Winners Announced
Upcoming State Deadlines
100% Participation

6/30/14

Needs Assessment

6/30/14

Area and SO Coordinators may set
earlier deadlines for offices to accomplish the above, so check with Area
Coordinators.

Need
for tasks
volunteers
can do in
2014?


Conservation

Engineer-

ing Assistant: assist the
field office in survey, design, and drafting of engineering practices for cooperators.


No-Till Drill Coordinator:

Nominations were submitted in several Earth Team
award categories in FY13.
The nominations were reviewed by a five-member judging panel and winners were
approved by the State Conservationist.
These talented
volunteers made significant
contributions to NRCS and
their communities.
The Missouri Earth Team
state award winners will now
compete for regional and
national Earth Team awards.
Regional and national awards
will be announced around the
first of the year. Photos of the
state winners will be featured
in an upcoming publication.

Individual Volunteer Award: Brittanie Schuette
Brittanie contributed more than 150 hours of her summer break
from school to assist the Ray County field office with engineering
stake-out, design and checkout. She also provided assistance with
seasonal high tunnels, terraces, spring developments, grade stabilization structures and diversions.

Group Volunteer Award: Scott County Feds Feed Families
The Scott County USDA Service Center coordinated a watermelon
gleaning event for the third time in two years, donating 4,083
pounds of fresh food to the SEMO Food Bank in Cape
Girardeau. Five Earth Team volunteers representing FSA, NRCS
and SWCD staff helped harvest the watermelons in late August.

Chief’s Field Office Award & NACD/NRCS Volunteer Award:
Warren County SWCD, NRCS and Volunteers/Partners
Warren County NRCS and SWCD staff partnered with Pork Producers, host farm families and volunteers to provide farm tours and
meals to more than 450 fourth graders from the area.

Central Region State Comparison in Fiscal Year 2013
Missouri maintained 100% office participation and had over 100% increase in volunteers and 86%
increase in hours during fiscal year 2013. Congratulations to all who were involved in this success.

assist field office with
scheduling, maintenance
and reporting.


Conservation

Photogra-

pher: photograph examples of soil and water
erosion, and successful
conservation practices.


Follow-Up Planning

As-

sistant: review farm plans
and notes for completeness.


Conservation Plan Writer:
assist NRCS and SWCD
planners with documentation of conservation plans
and contracts.

115,140.50
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AREA 3

Ivan Thiele, NW Missouri Area
Engineer, retired from NRCS
after 37 dedicated years of work.
Following college he gained experience in on-farm conservation
application but also in RC&D
(back when there was a financial
assistance component to that
program) and the PL566 watershed program. Work experiences
included field survey and design
for Grindstone-Lost-Muddy Creek
Watershed structures and project engineer for a high hazard
Ivan Thiel
RC&D dam. He managed EWP
flood repair work in Northwest Missouri following the 1984 and
1993 floods. Ivan served as Area Engineer in Saint Joseph from
1982 to 2013. His incredible patience, wisdom and memory
served the countless engineers, technicians, and soil conservationists he trained over the decades. “He has a remarkable
memory”, one of his students said. “We could call Ivan and he
would tell us what book, page and column to find policy while he
was out in the field!” Ivan has always been a dedicated engineer,
routinely working WAY over a 40 hour work week, but he has
always been that way – a giving person. So it really came as no
surprise that Ivan joined the Earth Team Volunteer organization
after retirement. When asked why he would do this his answer
was simple: “because I believe in our product and the people
who do this work.” I have to admit, I have never seen him look
happier – the man is always smiling – and that makes others
smile, doesn’t it?

Kimberly Overton

Kim Overton was recognized for
her outstanding accomplishments
as Area 3 Earth Team Volunteer
Coordinator. At the end of the
third quarter of FY2013, Area 3 led
the state with the largest number
of volunteer hours at 5,509.5.
This was an increase of 416.91
percent over the same period in
2012 and was also the highest
percentage increase in volunteer
hours in the state. Area 3 also led
the state with 299.08 percentage
increase in the number of volunteers participating in the program.

AREA 4

Five AmeriCorps volunteers serving as Earth Team volunteers
planted 750 trees for a riparian buffer in Morgan County. Shown
with Mike Morris (District Conservationist—on right).

AREA 2
The NRCS mission statement is
“Helping people help the land.”
Earth Team Volunteer Melissa
Stewart does just that by providing valuable assistance to the
Callaway County NRCS field office
and is helping people help their
land. Melissa assisted NRCS with
disseminating information regarding workshops that will assist
landowners in the education of
how conservation practices improve their land. Melissa’s tasks
involved sending outreach mateMelissa Stewart
rials to Callaway County landowners regarding Soil Health Workshops and Grazing Workshops in the Mid-Missouri area. Melissa
has assisted NRCS in sending valuable information to over 80
landowners in Callaway County.

STATE OFFICE

Earth Team Volunteer, Kylee Chrisman, organized RIA Section
library materials during her time in the state office. Kylee organized surveys by year and logged each book into a spreadsheet.
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