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NRCS Assists a Farm
in the Heart of the City
By Karen Buckley Washington, Lawrenceville

Clayton County landowner Curtis Ballard
has a farming background that dates all the
way back to his childhood in the Midwest.
Now, he is successfully reviving those skills
with help from the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS).

free produce, Ballard and his wife,
Debbra, were looking for better
watering methods for their crops, to
reduce use of chlorine-treated city
supplied water. They also wanted to
build an onsite shelter to sell produce
and run a Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) program from. After
attending a conservation workshop,
Ballard contacted his local USDANRCS Service Center for assistance.
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You know, it’s just amazing
what they’ve done.”

One of the many varieties of radishes that Ballard
grows.

Ballard applied for Certified
Naturally Grown certification
and hopes to be approved by
next spring. He’s also started
a program called ‘10 Rows for
Ballard’s test crop of kale
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