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Soil Erosion/Water Quality/Waste Management Problem!
The Etowah River runs through the farm of Ben and Mary Joe Overstreet
in the lower end of Dawson County. With a 77,000+ acre watershed, the
Etowah is a big river with huge storm flows that has led to erosion for
many years. Increased development in the watershed has only added to the
problem.

Mr. Overstreet says that probably 100 feet or more of his pasture has
washed away in a big curve in the river adjacent to his property over
the past 40 years. He has tried planting different species on the bank
but nothing ever gets to stay there long enough to stabilize the bank
before it washes out again.
Conservation Solution!
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Buddy Belflower, NRCS District Conservationist, learned about the
successful use of whole tree revetments in North Carolina. Mr.
Overstreet is a great conservationist and conservation leader for the
community, and is always eager to learn and implement new techniques that will help protect the resources on his farm and others.
Belflower and Overstreet went to North Carolina to learn first-hand
about whole tree revetment and then came back and installed it on the
Whole Tree Streambank Revetment on the Etowah River
Overstreet farm.
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trees in the buffer area to provide wildlife habitat along the river. He
placed a 3 ft. square of non-woven filter fabric around the base of
each tree to help reduce the weed and grass competition and give the
trees a head start. Many of the trees have grown to over 10 feet tall in
just two years, according to Overstreet.
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Overstreet, a leading conservationist, was the first farmer in
With conservationists like these, the farm is in good hands!
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