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Mr. Max: Godfather of No -Till Farming in
Coffee County
Max Carter started farming in the 1950’s.
By his own admission, he thought his worst
problems were dead batteries and overdrawn
bank accounts. In the early 1970’s he realized
he had a much greater problem.
Water and wind erosion were depleting his
topsoil, his ponds were muddy, and so much
silt had accumulated against one fence, he
could step over it. As his land deteriorated,
farming required higher and higher inputs of
fertilizers, insecticides, herbicides, and water.
Max thought there had to be a better way
to farm. He heard about no-till farming. In the
early to mid 1970’s, many Georgia farmers
tried no-till farming. Most of them failed to
make it work on their farms and quickly
returned to conventional farming methods. The
reasons were many. Basically, neither the
equipment nor the chemicals were adequate to
allow for wide-spread use on different soil
types and a wide variety of crops.

public view, but he never quit. He
found a way to make it work. He
sold his irrigation equipment and
his disk harrows.
More than 33 years later it is
still working, and Max is a much
in demand technical consultant,
speaker, and over all “expert” in
no-till farming.

He enjoys the many benefits of
no-till farming on his farm: clean
water, better soil quality, reduced
use of insecticides, herbicides, and
fertilizers, sustainable crops, less
fuel consumption, less wear on
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equipment, and more time to
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enjoy life.
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of moving irrigation pipe from field to field.
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Max reasoned that if mulch residue was
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good for flower beds, it should be good for his research scientists from all over the U.S.,
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fields. He kept his flower beds mulched down
in Coffee County. Due in large part to “Mr.
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not make it work in his fields. He never gave
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explain the benefits of long term No-Till farming.
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