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Overview of Stream Co 
Stream Corridor Processes, 
Characteristics, and Functions 
Disturbance Affecting Stream 

he purpose of Part I is to provide 
background on fundamental concepts e T  necessary for planning and designing 

Untrained observers typically focus on 
only the longitudinal dimension of the 
framework-the stream as i t  flows from 
headwaters to mouth. This perspective is 
limited, however because lateral and verti- 
cal movements of water materials, energx 
and organisms also influence the character 
of the stream corridor: 

The time dimension is also critically impor- 
tant because stream corridors are 

constantly changing. Changes can 
be detected in any number of 

time frames-from minutes to 
millennia. A challenge for 

stream corridor restoration. Ward (1 989) 
described relationships that occur in the 
stream corridor using a four-dimensional 
framework (see figure below). This frame- 
work serves as a good starting point for 
examining stream corridors. 
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Dimensions of the stream corridor. 
A four-dimensional framework 
serves as a good starting point for 
examining stream corridors. 


