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Programs Discussion Topics

e CA NRCS Strategic Plan Overview

* Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Farm Bill
Allocations

* EQIP Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Allocations & Strategies

* FY23/FY24 EQIP Conservation Activity and Resource
Assessment Summary

e Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)
Updates

e Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) Updates

e Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Updates — Robert
Boettcher
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FY24 EQIP Farm Bill
Allocations
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FY2024 Farm Bill Allocations

® ACEP, $11,110,000,
11%

® CSP, $12,645,000,
12%

EQIP, $80,909,302,
77%

m ACEP m CSP m EQIP
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FY2024 EQIP National Initiatives

/'

* National Air Quality Initiative (NAQlI) n
 WaterSMART (WSI)

* National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI)

e Joint Chiefs’ Landscape Initiative (JCLI)

e Sage Grouse Initiative (SGI)

 Southwest Willow Flycatcher

* Migratory Bird Resurgence Initiative (MBRI)

e Organic Transition Initiative (OTI)

‘ Remaining FY24 EQIP Allocation: $42,765,495
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EQIP Farm Bill
Allocation Requirements

T T

. Livestock 50%
Wildlife 10%
Beginning Farmer/Rancher

5%
Socially Disadvantaged
Farmer/Rancher 5%
EQIP-Conservation 59

Incentive Contracts
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FY2024 EQIP Statewide Initiatives

- * EQIP- Activities e  Monarch
Conservation ¢  Groundwater Butterfly
] Incentive Recharge « CA Wildlife
- Contracts « Water Habitat
 Historically Management <+  Conservation
Underserved Entities Innovation
e On-FarmEnergye Migratory Bird Grants (CIG)
e  Tribal Resurgence
 CA Air Quality Initiative
 Disaster (match)

e Conservation <+ Urban
Planning, Design Agriculture
Implementation *  National
and Organic
Conservation Initiative (NOI)
Evaluationand ¢  Tri-Colored
Monitoring Blackbird
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FY2024 EQIP: Regional

-$7,000,000

$6,000,000
$5,500,000

$3,000,000
$2,000,000 $2,000,000 I
AFO/CAFO Cropland Forestland Pastureland Rangeland Water

Conservation
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EQIP Allocation by CA NRCS Strategic Plan

= Support external and = |mprove plant and
internal stakeholders in forest
service to CA's natural health/productivity,

resources, $10,276,550,
13%

$11,409,392, 14%

Enhance habitat for
terrestrial and aquatic
spps., $5,818,627, 79&/

= Improve soil health,
$4,500,275 , 6%

= |mprove air quality
associated with
agriculture operations,
$20,450,000, 25%
Enhance water
quantity, $13,701,305,
17%
= Protect water quality,
-

$14,478,255, 18%
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

 Signed into law August 2022
e Contracts must include core conservation activities
that
e directly improve soil carbon;
* reduce nitrogen losses; or

* reduce, capture, avoid, or sequester carbon
dioxide, methane, or nitrous oxide emissions
associated with agricultural production.
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
Example Mitigation Activities

* Soil Health * Agroforestry, Forestry and Wildlife
e Cover Crop Habitat
* Conservation Cover * Fuelbreak
* Tillage management  Woody Residue Treatment
* Mulching * Tree planting
* Nitrogen Management * Energy Efficiency
* Nutrient Management * Irrigation Pipeline
* Livestock Partnership * Microirrigation

* Anaerobic Digester

* Grazing and Pasture
* Brush Management
* Herbaceous Weed Treatment
* Pasture and Range Plantings
* Grazing Management
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FY2024 Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
Allocations

CSP, $8,395,000,
11%

EQIP, $67,673,000,
89% S

m CSP mEQIP
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EQIP-IRA
Allocation Requirements

“

Wildlife

10%

Beginning Farmer/Rancher
5%

Socially Disadvantaged
Farmer/Rancher 5%
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FY2024 EQIP-IRA Strategy (Start)

$13,534,600

$12,932,100 $12,932,100 _
$11,440,498

$7,656,402 $7,677,300
I 81, 500 000 I

Forestry/Wildlife On Farm Energy Range/Pasture Soil Health Historically Underserved
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FY2024 EQIP-IRA Strategy (Final)

+$4,334,000

$17,868,600 +$4,333,000 )

$17,265,100

+$3,733,000

$15,173,498
$7,677,300
-$8,400,000
s ; (()50506031002 $4,532,100
$1,500,000

Forestry/Wildlife On Farm Energy Range/Pastu Soil Health Tribal Historically Underserved
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EQIP IRA Allocation by CA NRCS Strategic Plan

= Support external and
internal stakeholders in
service to CA's natural

= |mprove plant and

resources, $16,833,702,
259% forest
health/productivity,
$19,254,849, 29%

= Improve soil health,

$12,932,100, 19% = Protect water quality,

T $12,932,100, 19%

Enhance water
quantity, $5,720,249,
8%



USDA

= |
United States Department of Agriculture

FY2024 EQIP-IRA Strategy ACT NOW

ACT NOW

Ranking Pool Threshold

IRA Statewide AFO 115

IRA Range/Pasture 50

IRA Forestland/Wildlife 95

IRA On-Farm Energy 50

IRA Soll Health 80

IRA Tribal see
mitigation
category

IRA Beginning Farmer see
mitigation
category

IRA Soaally Disadvantaged Farmer see
mitigation

category

* Allows NRCS to
begin
obligation
workflow when
application
meets a
minimum
ranking score.

e Application to
ranking within
20 business
days.
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Activities & Resource
Assessment Summary
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FY2023 EQIP Top Practices by Instance

Top Practices

Top Practices by Practice Instances Obligated

Irrigation Water

Management (449) 590

Watering Facility (614) 420

Livestock Pipeline
s I, -
Woody Residue 283

Treatment (384)

Pumping Plant (533) 264

Irrigation System,

Microirrigation (441) 242

Cover Crop (340) 237

Fence (382) 228

Combustion System
Improvement (372)

d
5]
-

Structure for Water
Control (587)

8]
-y
(=

206

Irrigation Pipeline (430)

e}

50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600 650
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FY2023 EQIP Top Practices by SS

Top Practices

Top Practices by Dollars Obligated

v A -
iormgmen cer) | '+
Irrigation Pipeline (430) _ $8,545,732
‘E'“;I’?gt}e Storage Facility _ $6.182.767
amenamentcs) T %50
Fence (382) _ $3,659,003
Pumping Plant (533) - $3,339,652
Sprinkler System (442) - $3,070,830
ooy resce [ 037
mbrovement (666) - $2,822,1m1
Watering Facility (614) - $2,459,379
oM 2 4 6 8 10M 12 14M 16M 18M 20M 221
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FY2023 EQIP-IRA Top Practices by Instance

Top Practices

Top Practices by Practice Instances Obligated

Forest Stand

Improvement (666) 313

Woody Residue

Treatment (384) 298

Tree-Shrub Pruning

(660) 158

Brush Management

(314) 126

Tree/Shrub
Establishment (612)

en
=

Tree/Shrub Site
Preparation (490)

F-
(=]

—
w

Access Road (560)

Combustion System
Improvement (372)

Structure for Water
Control (587)

Upland Wildlife Habitat
Management (845)

Conservation Cover . 12
0

-

=
==

-
o

(327)
50 100 150 200 250 300
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FY2023 EQIP-IRA Top Practices by $$

Top Practices

Top Practices by Dollars Obligated

Forest Stand
Improvement (666)

Combustion System
Improvement (372)

Woody Residue
Treatment (384)

Tree-Shrub Pruning
(660)

Brush Management
(314)

Tree/Shrub
Establishment (612)

Tree/Shrub Site
Preparation (490)

Access Road (560)

Fence (382)

Structure for Water
Contral (587)

Herbaceous Weed
Treatment (315)

I $113,384

I $108,427
I $81,197
I $63,567

$16,918

OK 500K 1000K 1500K 2000K

2500K

3000K

3500K

4000K

4500K
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FY2024 Top Assessed Resource Concern Categories
& Associated Structural Practices

1. Air Quality emissions
* Combustion System Improvement, Forest Stand Improvement,
Cover Crop, Irrigation System- Microirrigation, Mulching
2. Soil quality limitations
e Cover Crop, Irrigation System- Microirrigation, Structure for Water
Control, Mulching
3. Field sediment, nutrient and pathogen loss
* Cover Crop, Irrigation Pipeline, Sprinkler System, Irrigation System-
Microirrigation, Mulching
4. Degraded plant condition
* Fence, Livestock Pipeline, Forest Stand Improvement, Woody
Residue Treatment, Brush Management, Mulching
5. Source water depletion

e Sprinkler System, Irrigation Pipeline, Cover Crop, Irrigation System-
Microirrigation, Mulching



USDA

= |
United States Department of Agriculture

EQIP High Priority & Source Water
Protection Practices

Priority Resource Concern Practices

Count (Max 10): 10/10

Source Water Protection Practices

327 - Conservation Cover

328 - Conservation Crop Rotation

340 - Cover Crop

345 - Residue and Tillage Management, Reduced
Till

484 - Mulching

528 - Prescribed Grazing

590 - Nutrient Management

595 - Pest Management Conservation System
645 - Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
666 - Forest Stand Improvement

329 - Residue and Tillage Management, No Till
342 - Crtical Area Planting

350 - Sediment Basin

351 - Well Decommissioning

384 - Woody Residue Treatment

390 - Riparian Herbaceous Cover

391 - Riparian Forest Buffer

449 _ Irrigation Water Management

605 - Denitrifying Bioreactor

614 - Watering Facility

s
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FY2024 EQIP Deadlines

Program

EQIP Classic,
CIC

EQIP NWQ,
WSI, OTI
EQIP NAQY,
CPA’s, IRA (ACT

NOW) March 1, 2024 (Extended)

EQIP Tri-
colored
Blackbird,
Disaster,
Migratory Bird
Resurgence

Application Cutoff

Nov 3, 2023

Feb 16, 2024

May 24, 2024

Obligation Deadline

July 12, 2024

August 30, 2024

July 12,2024

August 30, 2024
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FY24 Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program (ACEP)

Easement Component Program | Allocation Sign-up Date Appllcatlons

Wetland Reserve Easements 12/15/2023
Wetland Reserve Easements 55;503;450 (3'5003‘:)
(IRA) 11/13/2023 4
(2,414ac)
Agricultural Land Easements 12/15/2023 11
$5,123,150 (10,252ac)
Agricultural Land Easements 11/13/2023 3

(IRA) (7,089ac)



USDA

= |
United States Department of Agriculture

FY23/24 Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program (ACEP)

 WRE - Closed 5 permanent easements - protecting
3,868 acres

* Entered into 8 wetland restoration & enhancement
agreements — totaling 2,623 acres

* ALE - Closed 11 permanent easements - protecting
15,126 acres
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FY24 Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP)

e 7 active RCPP Classic agreements that make
approximately $5M available for on-the-ground
conservation.

e 1 RCPP Classic focuses on easements (in
acquisition process)

e 2 other Alternative Funding Arrangement
agreements starting implementation later this
year
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FY24 Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP)

NEW Agreements:

e Elevated Foods - S12M
e Will focus on irrigation improvements and
complement a Climate Smart Commodity
Grant.



USDA RCPP 18 Land Management

— 1862 - Maximizing Waterbird
_ United States Department of Agriculture Habitat on CA Ricelands

1862 - Maximizing Waterbird
Habitat on CA Ricelands

2130 - Protection, Restoration and
FYZO 24 Rc P P Enhancement of Tri Colored Blackbird continuous
. - Habitat on Ag Lands
A p p I I cat I 0 n 2130 - Protection, Restoration and |
Enhancement of Tri Colored Blackbird continuous
Habitat on Ag Lands

D ea d I i nNes 1886 - San Joaquin Valley Land & Water January 12, 2024

Conservation Collaborative

January 12, 2024

April 5, 2024

1886 - San Joaquin Valley Land & Water

o N ext roun d Of p ro posa IS Conservation Collaborative April 5, 2024
. 2338 - Soil Health Management Systems in
12, 2024
accepted u ntl I "'u'y ZI Northern California fanuary 12, &
2024 2338 - Soil Health Management Systems in _
Northern California April 5, 2024
* Fundi ng Priorities: 2516 - Building Fire Resiliency in Jamvary 12. 2024
. . CA Coast Range uary 1<,
climate-smart agriculture, —
2516 - Building Fire Resiliency in .
i CA Coast Range April 5, 2024
urban agriculture,
. 2591 - 5an Diego County
J 12, 2024
conse rvatlo n; dan d Agricultural Resiliency anuary 14,
environmental justice. 2591 -San Diego County April 5, 2024
Agricultural Resiliency
2871 - Crisis to Opportunity Sierra ,
Nevada Recovery and Resilience April 5, 2024
RCPP 18 Rental
1886 - San Joaquin Valley Land & Water April 5, 2024

Conservation Collaborative




USDA

:/-—

_ United States Department of Agriculture

Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA,
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all

programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made
available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.

Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
http://program.intake@usda.gov/
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