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Programs Discussion Topics
• CA NRCS Strategic Plan Overview
• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Farm Bill 

Allocations
• EQIP Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Allocations & Strategies
• FY23/FY24 EQIP Conservation Activity and Resource 

Assessment Summary
• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) 

Updates
• Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) Updates
• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Updates – Robert 

Boettcher





FY24 EQIP Farm Bill 
Allocations



FY2024 Farm Bill Allocations
ACEP, $11,110,000, 

11%

CSP, $12,645,000, 
12%

EQIP, $80,909,302, 
77%

ACEP CSP EQIP



FY2024 EQIP National Initiatives

• National Air Quality Initiative (NAQI)
• WaterSMART (WSI)
• National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI)
• Joint Chiefs’ Landscape Initiative (JCLI)
• Sage Grouse Initiative (SGI)
• Southwest Willow Flycatcher
• Migratory Bird Resurgence Initiative (MBRI) 
• Organic Transition Initiative (OTI)

Remaining FY24 EQIP Allocation: $42,765,495

 

EQIP
$80,909,302



EQIP Farm Bill 
Allocation Requirements

Metric Required

Livestock 50%

Wildlife 10%

Beginning Farmer/Rancher
5%

Socially Disadvantaged 
Farmer/Rancher 5% 

EQIP-Conservation 
Incentive Contracts 5%

EQIP General
$42,765,495



EQIP General
$42,765,495

FY2024 EQIP Statewide Initiatives
• EQIP-

Conservation 
Incentive 
Contracts

• Historically 
Underserved

• On-Farm Energy 
• Tribal
• CA Air Quality
• Disaster
• Conservation 

Planning, Design 
Implementation 
and 
Conservation 
Evaluation and 
Monitoring 

Activities
• Groundwater 

Recharge
• Water 

Management 
Entities

• Migratory Bird 
Resurgence 
Initiative 
(match)

• Urban 
Agriculture

• National 
Organic 
Initiative (NOI)

• Tri-Colored 
Blackbird

• Monarch 
Butterfly

• CA Wildlife 
Habitat

• Conservation 
Innovation 
Grants (CIG)

 



FY2024 EQIP: Regional

$7,000,000

$2,000,000 $2,000,000

$3,000,000

$6,000,000
$5,500,000

AFO/CAFO Cropland Forestland Pastureland Rangeland Water
Conservation

EQIP General
$42,765,495



EQIP Allocation by CA NRCS Strategic Plan



FY24 EQIP Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) 
Allocations



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

• Signed into law August 2022
• Contracts must include core conservation activities 

that 
• directly improve soil carbon;
• reduce nitrogen losses; or
• reduce, capture, avoid, or sequester carbon 

dioxide, methane, or nitrous oxide emissions 
associated with agricultural production. 



Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
Example Mitigation Activities

• Soil Health
• Cover Crop
• Conservation Cover
• Tillage management
• Mulching

• Nitrogen Management
• Nutrient Management 

• Livestock Partnership
• Anaerobic Digester

• Grazing and Pasture
• Brush Management
• Herbaceous Weed Treatment
• Pasture and Range Plantings
• Grazing Management

• Agroforestry, Forestry and Wildlife 
Habitat
• Fuelbreak
• Woody Residue Treatment
• Tree planting

• Energy Efficiency
• Irrigation Pipeline
• Microirrigation



FY2024 Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 
Allocations

CSP, $8,395,000 , 
11%

EQIP, $67,673,000 , 
89%

CSP EQIP



EQIP-IRA
Allocation Requirements

Metric Required

Wildlife 10%

Beginning Farmer/Rancher
5%

Socially Disadvantaged 
Farmer/Rancher 5% 

EQIP IRA 
$67,673,000



FY2024 EQIP-IRA Strategy (Start)

$13,534,600

$7,656,402

$11,440,498

$12,932,100 $12,932,100

$1,500,000

$7,677,300

Forestry/Wildlife On Farm Energy Range/Pasture Soil Health AFO Tribal Historically Underserved

EQIP IRA 
$67,670,000 



FY2024 EQIP-IRA Strategy (Final)

$17,868,600

$3,656,402

$15,173,498

$17,265,100

$4,532,100

$1,500,000

$7,677,300

Forestry/Wildlife On Farm Energy Range/Pasture Soil Health AFO Tribal Historically Underserved

+$4,334,000

-4,000,000

+$3,733,000

+$4,333,000

-$8,400,000

EQIP IRA 
$67,670,000 



EQIP IRA Allocation by CA NRCS Strategic Plan



FY2024 EQIP-IRA Strategy ACT NOW
• Allows NRCS to 

begin 
obligation 
workflow when 
application 
meets a 
minimum 
ranking score. 

• Application to 
ranking within 
20 business 
days. 



FY23/24 Conservation 
Activities & Resource 
Assessment Summary



FY2023 EQIP Top Practices by Instance



FY2023 EQIP Top Practices by $$



FY2023 EQIP-IRA Top Practices by Instance



FY2023 EQIP-IRA Top Practices by $$



FY2024 Top Assessed Resource Concern Categories  
& Associated Structural Practices

1. Air Quality emissions 
• Combustion System Improvement, Forest Stand Improvement, 

Cover Crop, Irrigation System- Microirrigation, Mulching
2. Soil quality limitations 

• Cover Crop, Irrigation System- Microirrigation, Structure for Water 
Control, Mulching

3. Field sediment, nutrient and pathogen loss
• Cover Crop, Irrigation Pipeline, Sprinkler System, Irrigation System-

Microirrigation, Mulching
4. Degraded plant condition 

• Fence, Livestock Pipeline, Forest Stand Improvement, Woody 
Residue Treatment, Brush Management, Mulching

5. Source water depletion 
• Sprinkler System, Irrigation Pipeline, Cover Crop, Irrigation System-

Microirrigation, Mulching



EQIP High Priority & Source Water 
Protection Practices



FY2024 EQIP Deadlines

Program Application Cutoff Obligation Deadline

EQIP Classic, 
CIC

Nov 3, 2023 July 12, 2024

EQIP NWQI, 
WSI, OTI Feb 16, 2024 August 30, 2024

EQIP NAQI, 
CPA’s, IRA (ACT 

NOW) March 1, 2024 (Extended) July 12 ,2024
EQIP Tri-
colored 

Blackbird, 
Disaster, 

Migratory Bird 
Resurgence

May 24, 2024 August 30, 2024



Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP)



FY24 Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) 

Easement Component Program Allocation Sign-up Date Applications

Wetland Reserve Easements
$5,503,460

12/15/2023 10 
(3,500ac)Wetland Reserve Easements 

(IRA) 11/13/2023 4 
(2,414ac)

Agricultural Land Easements
$5,123,150

12/15/2023 11 
(10,252ac)

Agricultural Land Easements
(IRA)

11/13/2023 3 
(7,089ac)



FY23/24 Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) 

• WRE - Closed 5 permanent easements - protecting 
3,868 acres

• Entered into 8 wetland restoration & enhancement 
agreements – totaling 2,623 acres

• ALE - Closed 11 permanent easements - protecting 
15,126 acres 



Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP)



FY24 Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP)

• 7 active RCPP Classic agreements that make 
approximately $5M available for on-the-ground 
conservation.

• 1 RCPP Classic focuses on easements (in 
acquisition process)

• 2 other Alternative Funding Arrangement 
agreements starting implementation later this 
year



FY24 Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCPP)

NEW Agreements:

• Elevated Foods - $12M
• Will focus on irrigation improvements and 

complement a Climate Smart Commodity 
Grant.



FY2024 RCPP 
Application 
Deadlines

• Next round of proposals 
accepted until July 2, 
2024

• Funding Priorities: 
climate-smart agriculture, 
urban agriculture, 
conservation, and 
environmental justice.



Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, 
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made 
available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online 
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.

Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1)  mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
    Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
    1400 Independence Avenue, SW
    Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
http://program.intake@usda.gov/
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