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Conservation Stewardship Program

* VVoluntary program that helps build existing conservation
efforts while strengthening ag operations

e CSP can help find new ways to meet operation and
conservation goals

 NRCS helps work one on one with producers to identify
natural resource problems and provide technical and
financial assistance to solve those problems, or attain
higher stewardship

e Based off individual operation needs and goals
e Custom tailored conservation plan
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Benefits-

e CSP .. : | |
 Enhanced resiliency to weather and market volatility

e Decreased need for agricultural inputs
* Improved wildlife habitat conditions
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CSP Contracts
e CSP contracts are for five years, with the

opportunity to compete for a contract renewal
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Contract payments

e Contract payments are based on two components
e Annual Payments to maintain the existing level of
conservation

* based on the land uses included in the contract and an NRCS
assessment of existing stewardship at the time of enroliment

AND

e Activity Payments to implement additional conservation
activities (enhancements and practices)




USDA

= |
United States Department of Agriculture

2024 Changes to CSP

.« Mini | : ¥: $1 500
$4,000

e Minimum contract total is SZ0,000 (pending personal payment limits)

* First time in history CSP is offering Historically
Underserved (HU) rates

e Will be applied to Annual Payments, based on existing
conservation

e 51,800 per eligible land use, per year
e HU $3,000 per eligible land use, per year

e CSP Renewal rates $3,000 and HU $4,200
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2024 Changes to CSP
lentical culation for CSP Anmual

e EAP formula = A + ((BxC) + (BxD)...))
e A =flat rate payment

* B =land use payment rate based upon the resource concern category level
e C=acres of land use group #1
e D = acres of land use group #2

e Updates to activities and activity jobsheets
e New Enhancements

e CA NRCS is improving tools for internal employee use
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Benefits of the New Rates

.« HU i th other F Bl
» Rates allow for updates to help keep up with
inflation

* Increased renewal rates- Encourage producers to
adopt future conservation

e Equitable system to benefit all producers
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California CSP 2024
e Farm Bill Allocation- $12,645,000

e Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) Allocation - $8,395,000
e Total-$21,040,000

 FY 2024 CSP renewals
* 14 Contracts
e 58,478 Acres
e S1,157,653
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California CSP 2024

+Mareh 222024

e April 26, 2024 new application cutoff
e Applications still being accepted for signup 1
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How To Get Started
The f - ; o NRCS of

your interest in CSP

* Visit your local office

e Applicants can submit sighed and dated NRCS-CPA-
1200

Reminder- Applications can be made in office or field
visits, via telephone, via mail, or via email.
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Conservation Innovation Grants

. State, National. and On F Trial CIG <i
still planned for 2024

e State Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is in
final review by NHQ
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Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA,
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all

programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made
available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.

Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
http://program.intake@usda.gov/
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