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Agricultural Conservation Easement Program  
Agricultural Land Easement (ACEP-ALE) 


North Carolina Ranking Guidance 


 
The following information will assist you in completing the ranking worksheet. It is recommended that 
you put together a ranking guide for reviewers in this order. Label appropriately  


• All points awarded must be supported by documentation provided in the application material.  
• The official ranking score will be determined by NRCS based on the materials provided with the 


application.  


If there are any questions please contact Brian Loadholt, NC NRCS Easement 
Coordinator:  brian.loadholt@usda.gov 


 
 
1. Percent of prime, unique, and important soils in the parcel to be protected. 


• Web Soil Survey (WSS) can provide a soils map and list of prime, unique and important 
soils.  Appendix A is a set of instructions on using WSS.  The output can be used to 
calculate the proportion (%) of prime, unique and important soils on the parcel: 


𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃𝑃,𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈𝑈, 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑝𝑝𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆 (%) =


𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡 
𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢𝑢, 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖
𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡


 


• An alternative to WSS is to consult with your local agricultural office for guidance. 


2. Percent of cropland, pastureland, grassland, and rangeland in the parcel to be protected.  


• GIS software can assist with this. Google Earth also has a feature that will allow you to 
delineate parcels that will help calculate percentages. If your entity does not have GIS 
software, or you need assistance, please contact your local NRCS office and request an 
appointment. Reference map number in your ranking guide. 


Questions 3 through 5 are based on the 2017 USDA-NASS Censuses of Agriculture, (USDA - National 
Agricultural Statistics Service - Census of Agriculture; https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/)  


Questions 6 and 7 are based the 2010 and 2020 censuses (Census.gov; https://www.census.gov/)    


  



mailto:brian.loadholt@usda.gov

https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/

https://www.census.gov/
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3. Ratio of the total acres of land in the parcel to be protected to average farm size in the county 
according to the most recent USDA Census of Agriculture  


• See Table 1, for average farm size) 


𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 =
𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 (𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎)
𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴 𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓 𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 (𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎)


 


4. Decrease in the percentage of acreage of farm and ranch land in the county in which the parcel is 
located between the last two USDA Censuses of Agriculture. 


• Use Table 2 


5. Decrease in the percentage of acreage of permanent pastureland, other than cropland and 
woodland pasture, in the county in which the parcel is located between the last two USDA 
Censuses of Agriculture. 


• Use Table 3 


6. Percent population growth in the county between the 2010 and 2020 censuses  


• Use Table 4 


7. Population density (population per square mile) based on 2020 census. 


• Use Table 5  


8. Existence of a farm or ranch succession plan or similar plan established to address farm viability 
for future generations. 


• Submit copy of plan and reference it in ranking guide. 


9. Proximity of the parcel to other protected land, such as compatible military installations; land 
owned in fee title by the United States or an Indian Tribe, State or local government, or by a 
nongovernmental organization whose purpose is to protect agricultural use and related 
conservation values; or land that is already subject to an easement or deed restriction that limits 
the conversion of the land to nonagricultural use or protects grazing uses and related 
conservation values. 


• Submit copy of map that demonstrates proximity of easement parcel to other protected 
land and reference map number or title in the ranking guide. 


10. Proximity of the parcel to other agricultural operations and agricultural infrastructure. 


• Submit a copy of a map that demonstrates proximity of the easement parcel to other 
agriculture operations and infrastructure. Reference map number or title in the ranking 
guide. 
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11. Parcel ability to maximize the protection of contiguous or proximal acres devoted to agricultural 
use 


• Submit a copy of a map that demonstrates contiguous acres. When demonstrating proximal 
acres, show distance. Reference map number or title in the ranking guide. 


12. Currently enrolled in CRP in a contract that is set to expire within a year 


• Check with local FSA office and submit CRP (Conservation Reserve Program) paperwork 
associated with easement parcel and reference in ranking guide. 


13. The parcel is a grassland of special environmental significance that will benefit from the 
protection under the long-term easement. 


• Contact Brian Loadholt (Brian.loadholt@usda.gov)  to arrange a grasslands specialist to visit 
the site prior to awarding points. If there isn’t sufficient time for a site visit, submit a copy of 
the email requesting a site visit. The email must be dated by application reception deadline. 


14. If your county has a Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) or Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural 
District (EVAD) Program: 


• Send a copy of the county policy and any paperwork associated with current parcel owner 
participation.  Photographs of signage will not be accepted. 


15. Eligible entity has demonstrated performance in managing and enforcing easements by 
monitoring 100 percent or more of its easements each year AND the entity has provided 
information on any change in ownership (e.g. deeds) 


• Include a list of all existing NRCS easements entity holds and date that monitoring was 
completed each year. Note whether ownership notification was provided to NRCS if 
applicable by Y or N/A 


16. Are landowners a historically underserved group, limited resource landowner, new or beginning 
farmer or rancher? 


• No documentation is needed for this question. Ask participant if they are registered with 
their local farm service agency (FSA). If they have not self-selected on FSA paperwork, this 
will need to be updated prior to final decisions on awards. NRCS will work with participants 
at the local field office if there are any questions. 


17. Parcel contains habitat for at-risk species that the landowner is currently managing or protecting 


• This can be documented a variety of ways. Use whichever is most readily available. NRCS 
CPA- 52 form can be used to document existing species and management. Landowners may 
have a forestry plan or another plan developed by a state or professional biologist that they 
use. 



mailto:Brian.loadholt@usda.gov
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18. Contains a historical or archaeological resource on the Local, State or National Register, or 
formally eligible for the National Register. 


• Provide a copy or photo of the certificate or historic or archeological marker. 


19. Capital Investment in Farm Operation – Substantial capital investment made within the years 
listed on the ranking worksheet (does not include dwellings on the parcel except for employee 
housing.) 


• Describe capital investments in paragraph form. This will be reviewed during site visits. 


20. Are any funds used as matching funds towards the purchase of the conservation easement local? 


• Please describe the source of any matching funding. 


21. Is the parcel within a 2.0-mile radius of a city/town annexation boundary? 


• Provide a vicinity map using GIS. Or here are instructions for web-based mapping. If 
the parcel is within a 2-mile radius of an incorporated town/city, show city 
annexation boundary. Town/City boundaries are indicated in a light gray (as shown 
by Cary and Holly Springs), but Google Maps highlights the boundary simply by 
clicking on the town/city name (see below for screen shot of Apex, NC). 


22. Is the parcel either in whole or in part within a source water assessment area as defined by the NC 
Public Water Supply Section?  


• Current source water assessment areas can be viewed using the Public Water 
Supply Section “Source Water Assessment Mapping Tool” available at the 
following web link: 


https://ncdenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=26f4e2b3140f4e58825
e48781ccebf5e  


 


  



https://ncdenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=26f4e2b3140f4e58825e48781ccebf5e

https://ncdenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=26f4e2b3140f4e58825e48781ccebf5e
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23. Parcel contains a 303(d) listed steam segment on the NC Division of Water Resources 2022 Final 
303(d) list.? 


• The 2022 303(d) list is available here: Integrated Report Files | NC DEQ 
You can search within this list if you know the name of the water body. 
 


 
 


• A map that portrays water body segments with an Integrated Reporting Categories (IRC)is 
available here: North Carolina 2022 Integrated Report Dashboard (arcgis.com)  (Note that 
segments with an IRC of 5 are placed on the 303(d) list.   


 
 
Both the list and maps can be accessed through the links provided above or through the  NC 
Division of Water Resources Integrated Report page: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-
resources/water-planning/modeling-assessment/water-quality-data-assessment/integrated-
report-files   ( Integrated Report Files | NC DEQ ) 


  



https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/WaterResources/DocView.aspx?dbid=0&id=2361776&cr=1

https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/WaterResources/DocView.aspx?dbid=0&id=2361776&cr=1

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-planning/modeling-assessment/water-quality-data-assessment/integrated-report-files

https://ncdenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/3fcab644130640b4bb80fcbbc91f917d

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-planning/modeling-assessment/water-quality-data-assessment/integrated-report-files
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24. Parcel is within a National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) watershed (Maximum points = 10): 


o Indian (HUCs: 030501020502 and 030501020501) Howards Cr. (HUC: 030501020402) 
(Catawba Basin) 


o East Prong (HUC: 030401010405) and Middle Prong (HUC: 030401010404) of the Roaring 
River (Yadkin Basin) 


o Headwaters Great Coharie Creek (30300060402) House Pond-Sevenmile Swamp 
(30300060401) Ward Swamp (30300060403) Marsh Swamp-Great Coharie Creek 
(30300060404) White Oak Swamp-Great Coharie Creek (30300060405) 


 


 
Use the USGS “Science in you Watershed, Locate Your Stream Site by 12 Digit HUC” website for a 
map.   Science in Your Watershed: Locate Your Stream Site by 12-Digit HUC (usgs.gov) 


 


 



https://water.usgs.gov/wsc/a_api/wbd/index_wbd.html
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Table 1.  Average size farm (acres) 2017 Census of Agriculture (Use to answer Question 3) 


 


 


County 
Average 


Size (acres)  
Alamance 111 
Alexander 100 
Alleghany 158 
Anson 207 
Ashe 127 
Avery 82 
Beaufort 450 
Bertie 459 
Bladen 352 
Brunswick 193 
Buncombe 67 
Burke 76 
Cabarrus 101 
Caldwell 92 
Camden 731 
Carteret 397 
Caswell 213 
Catawba 100 
Chatham 95 
Cherokee 95 
Chowan 552 
Clay 76 
Cleveland 113 
Columbus 274 
Craven 332 
Cumberland 196 
Currituck 504 
Dare 167 
Davidson 92 
Davie 130 
Duplin 296 
Durham 77 
Edgecombe 598 


County 
Average 


Size (acres)  
Forsyth 62 
Franklin 201 
Gaston 72 
Gates 411 
Graham 89 
Granville 224 
Greene 403 
Guilford 89 
Halifax 622 
Harnett 165 
Haywood 97 
Henderson 90 
Hertford 642 
Hoke 284 
Hyde 905 
Iredell 126 
Jackson 73 
Johnston 172 
Jones 371 
Lee 141 
Lenoir 295 
Lincoln 88 
Macon 58 
Madison 89 
Martin 425 
McDowell 69 
Mecklenburg 54 
Mitchell 59 
Montgomery 140 
Moore 122 
Nash 305 
New Hanover 15 
Northampton 626 
Onslow 154 
Orange 102 


County 
Average 


Size (acres)  
Pamlico 433 
Pasquotank 573 
Pender 192 
Perquimans 539 
Person 209 
Pitt 390 
Polk 104 
Randolph 108 
Richmond 250 
Robeson 365 
Rockingham 148 
Rowan 129 
Rutherford 97 
Sampson 314 
Scotland 508 
Stanly 143 
Stokes 109 
Surry 143 
Swain 102 
Transylvania 68 
Tyrrell 779 
Union 195 
Vance 278 
Wake 111 
Warren 228 
Washington 565 
Watauga 95 
Wayne 300 
Wilkes 114 
Wilson 445 
Yadkin 107 
Yancey 84 


 







8 
 


Table 2. Decrease in the percentage of acreage of farm and ranch 
land in the county in which the parcel is located between the last 
two USDA Censuses of Agriculture.  Use to answer Question 4. 


County 


Farm 
Operations 


2012 
(acres) 


Farm 
Operations 


2017 
(acres) 


Change 
(%) 


Alamance 83,551 80,042 -4.20 
Alexander 58,668 54,146 -7.70 
Alleghany 90,926 70,593 -22.40 
Anson 83,601 85,330 2.10 
Ashe 112,462 109,790 -2.40 
Avery 28,224 28,679 1.60 
Beaufort 148,286 139,475 -5.90 
Bertie 146,754 148,113 0.90 
Bladen 117,323 180,340 53.70 
Brunswick 45,442 44,693 -1.60 
Buncombe 71,480 72,284 1.10 
Burke 34,387 38,641 12.40 
Cabarrus 66,241 63,667 -3.90 
Caldwell 32,057 37,991 18.50 
Camden 49,310 59,239 20.10 
Carteret 62,836 62,764 -0.10 
Caswell 97,060 104,882 8.10 
Catawba 67,098 63,530 -5.30 
Chatham 111,778 105,995 -5.20 
Cherokee 21,453 26,236 22.30 
Chowan 58,146 53,528 -7.90 
Clay 11,752 12,525 6.60 
Cleveland 116,651 113,341 -2.80 


County 


Farm 
Operations 


2012 
(acres) 


Farm 
Operations 


2017 
(acres) 


Change 
(%) 


Columbus 159,227 141,080 -11.40 
Craven 70,632 81,360 15.20 
Cumberland 82,317 65,995 -19.80 
Currituck 35,356 44,834 26.80 
Dare NA 5,342 NA 
Davidson 87,310 92,359 5.80 
Davie 59,618 76,933 29.00 
Duplin 230,925 243,098 5.30 
Durham 20,854 18,603 -10.80 
Edgecombe 126,635 148,917 17.60 
Forsyth 40,467 34,801 -14.00 
Franklin 116,889 107,967 -7.60 
Gaston 41,923 37,695 -10.10 
Gates 63,291 57,985 -8.40 
Graham 6,837 10,998 60.90 
Granville 100,822 124,813 23.80 
Greene 101,189 83,322 -17.70 
Guilford 90,750 76,352 -15.90 
Halifax 195,896 209,073 6.70 
Harnett 119,775 106,262 -11.30 
Haywood 48,975 52,244 6.70 
Henderson 35,752 41,099 15.00 
Hertford 83,042 80,902 -2.60 
Hoke 58,588 53,647 -8.40 
Hyde 107,559 124,874 16.10 
Iredell 152,385 133,346 -12.50 
Jackson 16,201 15,729 -2.90 
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County 


Farm 
Operations 


2012 
(acres) 


Farm 
Operations 


2017 
(acres) 


Change 
(%) 


Johnston 194,827 183,281 -5.90 
Jones 59,367 65,649 10.60 
Lee 39,081 35,170 -10.00 
Lenoir 122,104 113,708 -6.90 
Lincoln 55,570 54,080 -2.70 
Macon 22,684 19,775 -12.80 
Madison 56,282 56,761 0.90 
Martin 127,187 140,980 10.80 
McDowell 24,903 22,997 -7.70 
Mecklenburg 15,439 11,674 -24.40 
Mitchell 19,322 14,802 -23.40 
Montgomery 35,047 33,521 -4.40 
Moore 82,462 89,375 8.40 
Nash 140,620 129,478 -7.90 
New Hanover 2,881 879 -69.50 
Northampton 162,758 170,170 4.60 
Onslow 57,643 52,473 -9.00 
Orange 56,666 69,908 23.40 
Pamlico 46,785 43,262 -7.50 
Pasquotank 72,270 72,174 -0.10 
Pender 55,775 64,484 15.60 
Perquimans 80,116 80,322 0.30 
Person 95,299 82,194 -13.80 
Pitt 171,821 186,412 8.50 
Polk 24,101 29,102 20.80 
Randolph 156,813 147,781 -5.80 
Richmond 47,573 59,173 24.40 


County 


Farm 
Operations 


2012 
(acres) 


Farm 
Operations 


2017 
(acres) 


Change 
(%) 


Robeson 265,546 263,740 -0.70 
Rockingham 112,166 124,613 11.10 
Rowan 121,145 118,914 -1.80 
Rutherford 59,540 59,921 0.60 
Sampson 291,635 301,248 3.30 
Scotland 68,934 54,853 -20.40 
Stanly 93,071 95,867 3.00 
Stokes 91,547 92,904 1.50 
Surry 126,897 152,452 20.10 
Swain NA 10,131 NA 
Transylvania 17,929 14,684 -18.10 
Tyrrell 64,590 52,946 -18.00 
Union 201,655 186,626 -7.50 
Vance 54,880 66,157 20.50 
Wake 84,229 77,008 -8.60 
Warren 65,699 60,778 -7.50 
Washington 91,398 79,680 -12.80 
Watauga 55,765 49,614 -11.00 
Wayne 191,195 165,345 -13.50 
Wilkes 111,118 106,710 -4.00 
Wilson 111,395 122,946 10.40 
Yadkin 100,483 87,522 -12.90 
Yancey 31,002 30,824 -0.60 
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Table 3. Decrease in the percent of acreage of permanent 
pastureland, other than cropland and woodland pasture for each 
county between the last two USDA Censuses of Agriculture.  Use 
to answer Question 5. 


County 
Pastureland 
2012 (acres) 


Pastureland 
2017 (acres) Change (%) 


Alamance  22,350 20,617 -7.80 
Alexander  24,194 16,441 -32.00 
Alleghany  31,041 17,956 -42.20 
Anson  13,205 10,247 -22.40 
Ashe  33,977 31,872 -6.20 
Avery  3,610 2,703 -25.10 
Beaufort  1,476 1,058 -28.30 
Bertie  1,338 1,108 -17.20 
Bladen  5,264 3,288 -37.50 
Brunswick  2,169 2,233 3.00 
Buncombe  22,971 20,060 -12.70 
Burke  6,571 7,820 19.00 
Cabarrus  16,610 15,266 -8.10 
Caldwell  6,946 7,057 1.60 
Camden  (D) 403 NA 
Carteret  686 1,566 128.30 
Caswell  16,638 14,626 -12.10 
Catawba  20,440 16,591 -18.80 
Chatham  40,212 37,952 -5.60 
Cherokee  5,003 8,184 63.60 
Chowan  768 530 -31.00 
Clay  3,179 2,924 -8.00 


County 
Pastureland 
2012 (acres) 


Pastureland 
2017 (acres) Change (%) 


Cleveland  38,532 37,451 -2.80 
Columbus  7,541 6,108 -19.00 
Craven  1,745 1,431 -18.00 
Cumberland  5,957 3,625 -39.10 
Currituck  (D) (D) NA 
Dare  (D) (D) NA 
Davidson  16,256 12,685 -22.00 
Davie  15,626 20,578 31.70 
Duplin  15,883 15,822 -0.40 
Durham  4,370 3,206 -26.60 
Edgecombe  6,477 3,450 -46.70 
Forsyth  7,561 5,456 -27.80 
Franklin  15,199 15,458 1.70 
Gaston  10,471 9,263 -11.50 
Gates  1,328 618 -53.50 
Graham  1,587 4,719 197.40 
Granville  15,718 11,264 -28.30 
Greene  1,728 1,338 -22.60 
Guilford  18,536 13,600 -26.60 
Halifax  8,988 4,886 -45.60 
Harnett  10,080 7,730 -23.30 
Haywood  19,653 19,123 -2.70 
Henderson  6,333 3,425 -45.90 
Hertford  (D) (D) NA 
Hoke  2,317 2,177 -6.00 
Hyde  146 317 117.10 
Iredell  36,800 29,472 -19.90 
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County 
Pastureland 
2012 (acres) 


Pastureland 
2017 (acres) Change (%) 


Jackson  3,149 2,524 -19.80 
Johnston  12,178 12,510 2.70 
Jones  (D) 4,885 NA 
Lee  8,886 4,700 -47.10 
Lenoir  2,701 3,653 35.20 
Lincoln  12,590 11,539 -8.30 
Macon  6,548 5,520 -15.70 
Madison  14,543 17,076 17.40 
Martin  1,239 1,570 26.70 
McDowell  5,478 5,768 5.30 
Mecklenburg  3,238 2,424 -25.10 
Mitchell  5,053 3,866 -23.50 
Montgomery  7,383 7,927 7.40 
Moore  14,184 15,377 8.40 
Nash  10,043 7,698 -23.30 
New Hanover  (D) (D) NA 
Northampton  (D) (D) NA 
Onslow  2,948 2,110 -28.40 
Orange  11,878 14,325 20.60 
Pamlico  244 804 229.50 
Pasquotank  706 533 -24.50 
Pender  4,201 4,250 1.20 
Perquimans  1,741 622 -64.30 
Person  9,278 12,266 32.20 
Pitt  3,525 3,668 4.10 
Polk  6,074 5,660 -6.80 
Randolph  40,720 37,958 -6.80 


County 
Pastureland 
2012 (acres) 


Pastureland 
2017 (acres) Change (%) 


Richmond  3,585 4,699 31.10 
Robeson  9,216 5,829 -36.80 
Rockingham  17,081 20,924 22.50 
Rowan  23,172 23,604 1.90 
Rutherford  16,632 19,237 15.70 
Sampson  19,898 13,238 -33.50 
Scotland  1,965 1,342 -31.70 
Stanly  16,278 16,345 0.40 
Stokes  19,720 14,063 -28.70 
Surry  28,350 26,877 -5.20 
Swain  1,403 937 -33.20 
Transylvania  3,139 2,917 -7.10 
Tyrrell  (D) 253 NA 
Union  26,108 22,165 -15.10 
Vance  4,296 3,797 -11.60 
Wake  8,115 8,170 0.70 
Warren  10,105 9,696 -4.00 
Washington  817 855 4.70 
Watauga  19,644  18,350  -6.6 
Wayne  6,042 6,760 11.90 
Wilkes  36,985 30,636 -17.20 
Wilson  2,980 3,674 23.30 
Yadkin  23,674 17,931 -24.30 
Yancey  9,241 8,003 -13.40 
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Table 4.  County population growth between the 2010 and 2020 censuses. (Use to answer question 6).  


County 2010 Census 2020 Census 
Population 
Change (%) 


County 
Growth 


Rate / 
State Score 


Alamance  151,131 171,415 13.4% 1.42 7 
Alexander  37,198 36,444 -2.0% -0.21 0 
Alleghany  11,155 10,888 -2.4% -0.25 0 
Anson  26,948 22,055 -18.2% -1.92 0 
Ashe  27,281 26,577 -2.6% -0.27 0 
Avery  17,797 17,806 0.1% 0.01 4 
Beaufort  47,759 44,652 -6.5% -0.69 0 
Bertie  21,282 17,934 -15.7% -1.66 0 
Bladen  35,190 29,606 -15.9% -1.67 0 
Brunswick  107,431 136,693 27.2% 2.87 15 
Buncombe  238,318 269,452 13.1% 1.38 7 
Burke  90,912 87,570 -3.7% -0.39 0 
Cabarrus  178,011 225,804 26.8% 2.83 15 
Caldwell  83,029 80,652 -2.9% -0.30 0 
Camden  9,980 10,355 3.8% 0.40 4 
Carteret  66,469 67,686 1.8% 0.19 4 
Caswell  23,719 22,736 -4.1% -0.44 0 
Catawba  154,358 160,610 4.1% 0.43 4 
Chatham  63,505 76,285 20.1% 2.12 15 
Cherokee  27,444 28,774 4.8% 0.51 4 
Chowan  14,793 13,708 -7.3% -0.77 0 
Clay  10,587 11,089 4.7% 0.50 4 
Cleveland  98,078 99,519 1.5% 0.15 4 
Columbus  58,098 50,623 -12.9% -1.36 0 
Craven  103,505 100,720 -2.7% -0.28 0 
Cumberland  319,431 334,728 4.8% 0.51 4 
Currituck  23,547 28,100 19.3% 2.04 15 
Dare  33,920 36,915 8.8% 0.93 4 
Davidson  162,878 168,930 3.7% 0.39 4 
Davie  41,240 42,712 3.6% 0.38 4 
Duplin  58,505 48,715 -16.7% -1.77 0 
Durham  269974 324,833 20.3% 2.14 15 
Edgecombe  56,552 48,900 -13.5% -1.43 0 
Forsyth  350,670 382,590 9.1% 0.96 4 
Franklin  60,619 68,573 13.1% 1.38 7 
Gaston  206,086 227,943 10.6% 1.12 7 
Gates  12,197 10,478 -14.1% -1.49 0 
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County 2010 Census 2020 Census 
Population 
Change (%) 


County 
Growth 


Rate / 
State Score 


Graham  8,861 8,030 -9.4% -0.99 0 
Granville  57529 60,992 6.0% 0.64 4 
Greene  21,362 20,451 -4.3% -0.45 0 
Guilford  488,406 541,299 10.8% 1.14 7 
Halifax  54,691 48,622 -11.1% -1.17 0 
Harnett  114,678 133,568 16.5% 1.74 7 
Haywood  59,036 62,089 5.2% 0.55 4 
Henderson  106,740 116,281 8.9% 0.94 4 
Hertford  24,669 21,552 -12.6% -1.33 0 
Hoke  46,952 52,082 10.9% 1.15 7 
Hyde  5,810 4,589 -21.0% -2.22 0 
Iredell  159,437 186,693 17.1% 1.80 7 
Jackson  40,271 43,109 7.0% 0.74 4 
Johnston  168,878 215,999 27.9% 2.94 15 
Jones  10,153 9,172 -9.7% -1.02 0 
Lee  57,866 63,285 9.4% 0.99 4 
Lenoir  59,495 55,122 -7.4% -0.78 0 
Lincoln  78,265 86,810 10.9% 1.15 7 
Macon  33,922 37,014 9.1% 0.96 4 
Madison  20,764 21,193 2.1% 0.22 4 
Martin  24,505 22,031 -10.1% -1.07 0 
McDowell  44,996 44,578 -0.9% -0.10 0 
Mecklenburg  919,628 1,115,482 21.3% 2.25 15 
Mitchell  15,579 14,903 -4.3% -0.46 0 
Montgomery  27,798 25,751 -7.4% -0.78 0 
Moore  88,247 99,727 13.0% 1.37 7 
Nash  95,840 94,970 -0.9% -0.10 0 
New Hanover  202,667 225,702 11.4% 1.20 7 
Northampton  22,099 17,471 -20.9% -2.21 0 
Onslow  177,772 204,576 15.1% 1.59 7 
Orange  133,801 148,696 11.1% 1.17 7 
Pamlico  13,144 12,276 -6.6% -0.70 0 
Pasquotank  40,661 40,568 -0.2% -0.02 0 
Pender  52,217 60,203 15.3% 1.61 7 
Perquimans  13,453 13,005 -3.3% -0.35 0 
Person  39,464 39,097 -0.9% -0.10 0 
Pitt  168,148 170,243 1.2% 0.13 4 
Polk  20,510 19,328 -5.8% -0.61 0 
Randolph  141,752 144,171 1.7% 0.18 4 
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County 2010 Census 2020 Census 
Population 
Change (%) 


County 
Growth 


Rate / 
State Score 


Richmond  46,639 42,946 -7.9% -0.84 0 
Robeson  134,168 116,530 -13.1% -1.39 0 
Rockingham  93,643 91,096 -2.7% -0.29 0 
Rowan  138,428 146,875 6.1% 0.64 4 
Rutherford  67,810 64,444 -5.0% -0.52 0 
Sampson  63,431 59,036 -6.9% -0.73 0 
Scotland  36,157 34,174 -5.5% -0.58 0 
Stanly  60,585 62,504 3.2% 0.33 4 
Stokes  47,401 44,520 -6.1% -0.64 0 
Surry  73,673 71,359 -3.1% -0.33 0 
Swain  13,981 14,117 1.0% 0.10 4 
Transylvania  33,090 32,986 -0.3% -0.03 0 
Tyrrell  4,407 3,245 -26.4% -2.78 0 
Union  201,292 238,267 18.4% 1.94 7 
Vance  45,422 42,578 -6.3% -0.66 0 
Wake  900,993 1,129,410 25.4% 2.67 15 
Warren  20,972 18,642 -11.1% -1.17 0 
Washington  13,228 11,003 -16.8% -1.77 0 
Watauga  51,079 54,086 5.9% 0.62 4 
Wayne  122,623 117,333 -4.3% -0.46 0 
Wilkes  69,340 65,969 -4.9% -0.51 0 
Wilson  81,234 78,784 -3.0% -0.32 0 
Yadkin  38,406 37,214 -3.1% -0.33 0 
Yancey  17,818 18,470 3.7% 0.39 4 
North Carolina 9,535,483 10,439,388 9.5% 1.00  
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Table 5. Population density based on the 2020 census.  
(Use to answer question 7.) 


County 


County 
Population 
Density 


County/State 
Density Score 


Alamance 394.1 2.03 10 
Alexander 138.6 0.71 5 
Alleghany 46.1 0.24 0 
Anson 41.1 0.21 0 
Ashe 62.2 0.32 0 
Avery 72.1 0.37 0 
Beaufort 46.6 0.24 0 
Bertie 24.2 0.12 0 
Bladen 33.4 0.17 0 
Brunswick 158.9 0.82 5 
Buncombe 408.3 2.10 10 
Burke 170.0 0.87 5 
Cabarrus 618.6 3.18 15 
Caldwell 170.2 0.87 5 
Camden 33.8 0.17 0 
Carteret 50.5 0.26 0 
Caswell 53.1 0.27 0 
Catawba 387.9 1.99 10 
Chatham 107.6 0.55 5 
Cherokee 57.9 0.30 0 
Chowan 58.8 0.30 0 
Clay 50.2 0.26 0 
Cleveland 212.2 1.09 10 
Columbus 53.1 0.27 0 
Craven 130.1 0.67 5 
Cumberland 508.7 2.62 10 


County 


County 
Population 
Density 


County/State 
Density Score 


Currituck 53.4 0.27 0 
Dare 23.6 0.12 0 
Davidson 297.9 1.53 10 
Davie 160.0 0.82 5 
Duplin 59.5 0.31 0 
Durham 1090.0 5.60 15 
Edgecombe 96.4 0.50 0 
Forsyth 926.4 4.76 15 
Franklin 138.5 0.71 5 
Gaston 626.2 3.22 15 
Gates 30.3 0.16 0 
Graham 26.6 0.14 0 
Granville 113.6 0.58 5 
Greene 76.9 0.40 0 
Guilford 822.6 4.23 15 
Halifax 66.5 0.34 0 
Harnett 222.2 1.14 10 
Haywood 111.9 0.58 5 
Henderson 310.1 1.59 10 
Hertford 59.9 0.31 0 
Hoke 132.9 0.68 5 
Hyde 3.2 0.02 0 
Iredell 312.7 1.61 10 
Jackson 87.3 0.45 0 
Johnston 271.4 1.39 10 
Jones 19.4 0.10 0 
Lee 244.3 1.26 10 
Lenoir 137.1 0.70 5 
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County 


County 
Population 
Density 


County/State 
Density Score 


Lincoln 282.8 1.45 10 
Macon 71.3 0.37 0 
Madison 46.9 0.24 0 
Martin 47.8 0.25 0 
McDowell 100.0 0.51 0 
Mecklenburg 2043.0 10.50 15 
Mitchell 67.1 0.35 0 
Montgomery 51.3 0.26 0 
Moore 141.3 0.73 5 
Nash 174.9 0.90 5 
New Hanover 688.1 3.54 15 
Northampton 31.7 0.16 0 
Onslow 225.1 1.16 10 
Orange 370.8 1.91 10 
Pamlico 21.7 0.11 0 
Pasquotank 140.4 0.72 5 
Pender 64.5 0.33 0 
Perquimans 39.5 0.20 0 
Person 96.8 0.50 0 
Pitt 259.9 1.34 10 
Polk 80.9 0.42 0 
Randolph 182.5 0.94 5 
Richmond 89.5 0.46 0 
Robeson 122.5 0.63 5 


County 


County 
Population 
Density 


County/State 
Density Score 


Rockingham 159.3 0.82 5 
Rowan 280.3 1.44 10 
Rutherford 113.9 0.59 5 
Sampson 62.3 0.32 0 
Scotland 106.5 0.55 0 
Stanly 154.7 0.80 5 
Stokes 97.6 0.50 0 
Surry 132.6 0.68 5 
Swain 26.1 0.13 0 
Transylvania 86.6 0.45 0 
Tyrrell 5.4 0.03 0 
Union 372.3 1.91 10 
Vance 157.7 0.81 5 
Wake 1317.9 6.77 15 
Warren 42.0 0.22 0 
Washington 26.0 0.13 0 
Watauga 172.8 0.89 5 
Wayne 210.7 1.08 10 
Wilkes 86.8 0.45 0 
Wilson 210.7 1.08 10 
Yadkin 110.4 0.57 5 
Yancey 59.0 0.30 0 
North Carolina 194.5 1.00  
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Appendix A-Using Web Soil Survey 
Web Soil Survey - Home (usda.gov) 


(https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm) 
 


Web Soil Survey (WSS) is a tool that can be used to: 
1. determine the proportion of prime and unique soils within an easement.  This information will 


answer:  
a. Question 1 on the ALE ranking form asking for the percent of prime, unique, and 


important soils in the easement parcel. 
b. Section C-5 on the NRCS CA-41A “Parcel Sheet for Entity Application for an Agricultural 


Land Easement (ALE) Agreement” as one of the Land Eligibility Categories for the 
easement parcel. 


 
2. Provide a soils map (Farmland Classification) that is required as part of the ALE easement 


application package. 
 
Below is a set of instructions on how to use Web Soil Survey. 


 
1. Start Web Soil Survey by clicking on “Start WSS” 


 
 


  



https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
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2. Select Area of Interest (AOI) 
The Area of Interest must be the offered easement parcels 


  


 Import AOI from shape file (or zipped shapefile)  


 Use the rectangle drawing tool, or 


 use the polygon drawing tool. 


 


 


Using a shape file is preferred.  The summary table from WSS will provide the area (acres) of the area of 
interest, and this value should match as close as possible the value (acres) on the Parcel Application 
Form (CPA-41A). Hand drawing using the polygon drawing tool may result in the resulting area (acres) 
not matching the acres entered on the CPA-41A form.  However, practice using the polygon drawing tool 
if it is the only method of delineating an area of interest.   
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3. Determine “Farmland Classification” 


 
Click on items 1 through 4, assure all check boxes are checked for item 5, and finally click on 6 “View 
Rating”.  Once item 6 is clicked, the soils map is updated, and a tabular summary of the rating is 
produced. 
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Click on item 8 (top right) to obtain a Printable Version of the Farmland Classification.  Add a custom 
subtitle (item 9) if desired.  Click on “View” (Item 10) to produce a report in pdf produced. 
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For NRCS use only: 
Easement/Program Agreement No. Parcel No. 


Landowner Name(s):__________________________________________________________________ 


Farm name (if applicable): _____________________________________________________________ 


Signature from Authorized Entity Representative: Date: 


NRCS ACEP-ALE Ranking Form 2024 
Part 1.  National Ranking Factors (Maximum points = 200) Score 


(Make Selection) 


1. Percent of prime, unique, and important soils in the parcel to be protected
(Maximum points = 35)


• 0 points for less than or equal to 50%
• 10 points for greater than 50% and less than or equal to 60%
• 15 points for greater than 60% and less than or equal to 70%
• 20 points for greater than 70% and less than or equal to 80%
• 25 points for greater than 80% and less than or equal to 90%
• 35 points for greater than 90%


2. Percent of cropland, pastureland, grassland, and rangeland in the parcel to be
protected (Maximum points = 25)


• 0 points for less than or equal to 33%
• 5 points for greater than 33% and less than or equal to 40%
• 15 points for greater than 40% and less than or equal to 50%
• 20 points for greater than 50% and less than or equal to 75%
• 25 points for greater than 75%


C
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3. Ratio of the total acres of land in the parcel to be protected to average farm size in 
the county according to the most recent USDA Census of Agriculture (USDA - 
NASS - Census of Agriculture)  (Maximum points = 15) 


𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 =
𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡 𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙𝑙 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝


𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎𝑎 𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓𝑓 𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐(𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇 2 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺 ) 


• 0 points for a ratio of less than or equal to 1.0,  
• 7 points for a ratio of greater than 1.0 and less than or equal to 2.0,  
• 15 points for a ratio greater than 2.0 


 


4. Decrease in the percentage of acreage of farm and ranch land in the county in 
which the parcel is located between the last two USDA Censuses of Agriculture 
(USDA - NASS - Census of Agriculture)   (Maximum points = 25) 


• 0 points for decrease of less than or equal to 0% 
• 5 points for decreases of greater than 0% and less than or equal to 5%,  
• 10 points for decrease of greater than 5% and less than or equal to 10%,  
• 15 points for decreases of greater than 10% and less than or equal to 15%,  
• 25 points for decreases greater than 15% 


 


5. Decrease in the percentage of acreage of permanent grassland, pasture, and 
rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pasture, in the county in which the 
parcel is located between the last two USDA Censuses of Agriculture (USDA - 
NASS - Census of Agriculture)  (Maximum points = 10) 


• 0 points for decrease of less than or equal to 0%, 
• 3 points for decreases of greater than 0 and less than or equal to 5%,  
• 5 points for decrease of greater than 5 and less than or equal to 10%,  
• 7 points for decreases of greater than 10 and less than or equal to 15%,  
• 10 points for decreases of greater than 15% 


 


6. Percent population growth in the county as documented by the most recent United 
States Census (Census Bureau Home Page)  (Maximum points = 15) 


• 0 points for growth rate of less than or equal to 0 times the State growth 
rate  


• 4 points for growth rate of greater than 0 and less than or equal to one 
times the State growth rate,  


• 7 points for growth rate of greater than one and less than or equal to two  
times the State growth rate,  


• 15 points for growth rate of greater than two times the State growth rate 


 



http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

https://www.census.gov/
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7. Population density (population per square mile) as documented by the most recent
United States Census (Census Bureau Home Page)   (Maximum points = 15)


• 0 points for population density less than or equal to 0.5 times the State
population density,


• 5 points for population density of greater than 0.5 and less than or equal to
one times the State population density,


• 10 points for population density of greater than one and less than or equal
to three times the State population density,


• 15 points for population density of greater than three times the State
population density


8. Existence of a farm or ranch succession plan or similar plan established to address
farm viability for future generations.  Documentation must be provided.
(Maximum points = 15)


• 0 points for no plan,
• 15 points for plan documented and prepared by industry professional


9. Proximity of the parcel to other protected lands.
Protected lands such as compatible military installations; land owned in fee title
by the United States or an Indian Tribe, State or local government, or by a
nongovernmental organization whose purpose is to protect agricultural use and
related conservation values; or land that is already subject to an easement or deed
restriction that limits the conversion of the land to nonagricultural use or protects
grazing uses and related conservation values.  Documentation must be
provided.   (Maximum points = 15)


• 0 points easement offer area (EOA) boundary greater than 3 miles from
the protected land boundary,


• 4 points EOA is greater than 1 mile but less than 3 miles from protected
land,


• 7 points EOA is within 1 mile of protected land boundary,
• 15 points EOA boundary adjoins protected land boundary


10. Proximity of the parcel to other agricultural operations and agricultural
infrastructure.  Documentation must be provided.   (Maximum points = 15)


• 0 points if easement offer area (EOA) boundary greater than 3 miles in
proximity,


• 4 points if EOA is greater than or equal to 1 mile but less than 3 miles in
proximity,


• 7 points EOA is within 1 mile in proximity,
• 15 points EOA boundary adjoins



https://www.census.gov/
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11. Parcel ability to maximize the protection of contiguous or proximal acres devoted 
to agricultural use.  Documentation must be provided. (Maximum points = 10) 


• 10 points if the parcel links two noncontiguous corridors of protected 
agricultural use, 


• 4 points if parcel is a contiguous or proximal expansion of agricultural use 
protected area,  


• 0 points parcel does not increase a protected agricultural use area 


 


12. Currently enrolled in CRP in a contract that is set to expire within a year. 
(Maximum points = 4) 
• 4 points for YES,  
• 0 points for NO 


 


13. The parcel is a grassland of special environmental significance that will benefit 
from the protection under the long-term easement.  (Maximum points = 1) 


• 1 points if YES,  
• 0 points if NO 


 


 


 


Part 2.  State Ranking Factors (Maximum points = 200) Score 
(Make Selection) 


14. Does the county have a Voluntary Agricultural District (VAD) or Enhanced 
Voluntary Agricultural District (EVAD) Program. Documentation must be 
provided. (Maximum points = 40) 


• 40 points if Yes, and the parcel owner is a member of the EVAD  
• 20 points if Yes, and the parcel owner is a member of the VAD  
• 5 points if County does not have EVAD or VAD programs  
• 0 points if County has VAD or EVAD but parcel owner is not 


participating 


 


15. Entity has demonstrated performance in managing and enforcing easements by 
monitoring 100 percent of its NRCS easements each year AND entity has 
provided information on any change in ownership to NRCS.  (Maximum points = 
10) 


• 10 points for YES,  
• 0 points for no or if there is no documentation to support a “YES” 


determination 


 


16. Are landowners members of a historically underserved group?  Socially 
Disadvantaged, Beginning, and Limited Resource Farmers/Ranchers, Veteran 
Farmers.  Defined at the following website (Maximum points = 30): 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/people/outreach/slbfr/ 


• 30 points for YES  
• 0 points for NO 


 



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/people/outreach/slbfr/
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17. Parcel contains habitat for at-risk species that the landowner is currently 
managing or protecting.  Documentation must be provided. (Maximum points 
= 30) 


• 30 points for federally listed threatened and endangered species,  
• 15 points for federally listed candidate species 
• 10 points for State species of concern,  
• 5 points for species of interest (according to State criteria) 
• 0 points for no species 


 


18. Contains a historical or archaeological resource on the Local, State or National 
Register, or formally eligible for the National Register OR the farm is registered 
with the NC Department of Agriculture’s Public Affairs as a Certified Century 
Farm.  Documentation must be provided.  (Maximum points = 15) 


• 15 points for Yes 
• 0 points for No 


 


19. Capital Investment in Farm Operation – Does not include dwellings on the parcel 
except for employee housing.  Substantial capital investment made within the 
following time periods (Documentation must be provided):  
(Maximum points = 10) 


• 10 points last 0-2 years 
• 6 points last 2-5 years 
• 2 points last 5-10 years 
• 0 points no substantial investment within above criteria  


 


20. Are non-NRCS funds used as the 25% match, excluding landowner contributions. 
(Maximum points = 10) 


• 10 points for funds provided by county, district, farming cooperative, 
foundation or entity fund raising 


• 5 points for state or other non-NRCS funding as match 
• 0 points for no matching funds 


 


21. Is the parcel within a 2.0-mile radius of a city/town annexation boundary?  
Documentation must be provided. (Maximum points = 20) 


• (-20) points if YES AND the radius of the city/town annexation boundary 
exceeds 2.0 miles from city/town center to any annexed boundary 


• (-10) points if YES BUT city/town annexation boundary has a radius less 
than 2.0 miles from city/town center to any annexed boundary 


• 0 points if YES BUT the city/town annexation boundary has a radius of 
1.0 miles or less to any annexed boundary 


• 20 points if NO 
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22. Is the parcel either in whole or in part within a source water assessment area as 
defined by the NC Public Water Supply Section? Current source water 
assessment areas can be viewed using the NC SWAP Mapping Application 
available on the web page referenced below.  Documentation (e.g. screen 
shot) must be provided.: (Maximum points = 10) 
 


 
 
https://ncdenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=26f4e2b3140f4e58825e48781cc
ebf5e  
 
(Select the map layers: PWS Surface Water Assessment Area 2020 and PWS Groundwater 
Assessment Areas 2020) 


Both surface water and groundwater areas should be considered. 
• 10 points for YES 
• 0 points for NO.  


 


23. Parcel contains a 303(d) listed steam segment on the NC Division of Water 
Resources 2022 Final 303(d) list.  (Maximum points = 15) 
 
See guidance document for finding streams on 303(d) list. 
 


• 15 points for YES 
• 0 points for NO 


 


24. Parcel is within a National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) watershed 
(Maximum points = 10): 


o Indian (HUCs: 030501020502 and 030501020501) Howards Cr. (HUC: 
030501020402) (Catawba Basin) 


o East Prong (HUC: 030401010405) and Middle Prong (HUC: 
030401010404) of the Roaring River (Yadkin Basin) 


o Headwaters Great Coharie Creek (30300060402) House Pond-Sevenmile 
Swamp (30300060401) Ward Swamp (30300060403) Marsh Swamp-
Great Coharie Creek (30300060404) White Oak Swamp-Great Coharie 
Creek (30300060405) 
 
Provide supporting documentation, e.g., screenshot of watershed with 
location of easement.  See guidance document for instructions on viewing 
watershed. 
 


• 10 points for YES 
• 0 points for NO 


 


 


Total Points for National Ranking questions:  (Maximum =200)  


Total Points for State Ranking questions:        (Maximum = 200)  



https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/WaterResources/DocView.aspx?dbid=0&id=2361776&cr=1
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Signature from NRCS Approving Official: 
 
 
 


Date: 


 





		9. Proximity of the parcel to other protected lands.

		Protected lands such as compatible military installations; land owned in fee title by the United States or an Indian Tribe, State or local government, or by a nongovernmental organization whose purpose is to protect agricultural use and related conservation values; or land that is already subject to an easement or deed restriction that limits the conversion of the land to nonagricultural use or protects grazing uses and related conservation values.  Documentation must be provided.   (Maximum points = 15)



		EasementProgram Agreement No: 

		Parcel No: 

		Landowner Names: 

		Farm name if applicable: 

		Date: 

		Date_2: 

		Dropdown1: [35]

		Dropdown2: [25]

		Dropdown3: [15]

		Dropdown4: [25]

		Dropdown5: [10]

		Dropdown6: [15]

		Dropdown7: [15]

		Dropdown9: [15]

		Dropdown10: [15]

		Dropdown11: [10]

		Dropdown12: [4]

		Dropdown13: [1]

		Dropdown14: [40]

		Dropdown15: [10]

		Dropdown16: [30]

		Dropdown17: [30]

		Dropdown18: [15]

		Dropdown19: [10]

		Dropdown20: [10]

		Dropdown21: [20]

		Dropdown22: [10]

		Dropdown23: [15]

		Dropdown24: [10]

		National Ranking: 200

		State Ranking: 200

		Dropdown8: [15]
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Eligible ACEP-ALE Land Type: 


Has ≥ 50% prime, unique, statewide or locally important soils------------------Yes☐ No☐  


Has historic or archeological resource(s) ---------------------------------------------Yes☐ No☐ 


Parcel supports the policy of a state or local farmland protection program -Yes☐ No☐ 


 
Landowner Information 


1. Landowner Name(s) List all names on the deed(s). If owned by a trust, or corporation, 


list provide its name and all the members: 


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________ 


2. Last 4 digits of SSN or Tax ID _____________________________________________________ 


3. Address:_____________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________ 


4. Telephone Number: ___________________________________________________________ 


5. E-mail address: _______________________________________________________________ 


 
Notes: 


 


 


 


 


  


United States Department of Agriculture 
NRCS – North Carolina 


Agricultural Conservation Easement Program –  
Agricultural Land Easement (ACEP-ALE) 


Parcel Application Cover Sheet 
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Parcel Information 
 


6. Parcel/Farm Name:    


7. Parcel address:___________________________________________________________ 


8. Parcel latitude and longitude (decimal degrees)________________________________ 


9. Proposed Easement area (acres):    


10. County:    


11. FSA Service Center:    


12. Current land use/land cover: 
 


Land use (cover) type Acres Percent 
Cropland:  


NA Pastureland:  
Forestland (total)1 Cannot exceed two-thirds of offered easement acres   


Incidental Land (Including farmstead and non-forested wetland)  NA 
Current Impervious Surface   


Percent Impervious Surface Requested Limit 2% easement area, 
without an approved waiver. Contact Program Manager if more than 2% impervious 
surface 


  


1If there is forestland on the parcel: is there a forest management plan? Yes ☐ No☐ 


 
13. What is the dominant crop type on the farm (circle one): 


Barley Berries Coffee Corn Cotton 
Forage Hay Fruits Ginseng Grapes Grass seed 


Nuts Oats Oil Seed Ornamental Plants Peanuts 
Potatoes Rice Sod Sorghum Soybeans 
Sugar Beets Sugar Maple Sugar Cane Tobacco Trees 
Vegetables Wheat No Crops Other crops (list): 


 
14. What is the dominant livestock type on the farm (circle one): 


Aquaculture Beef Bees Bison Dairy 
Deer Elk Goats Horses Llamas 


Mules Poultry Rabbit Sheep Swine 
No Livestock Other Livestock (list): 
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Entity Information 
Name of Entity:   


Entity Address: _________________________________________________________________ 


Name of contact _______________________________________________________________ 


Telephone Number: _____________________________________________________________ 


Email Address:    


Name of the individual(s) with signature authority: ____________________________________ 
 


Cooperating Entity Certification of Application Material and Information: 
 


I certify that the information provided on this application and all related attachments are true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


 
 


Signature:  Date:    
 
 
 


NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, 
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident. 


 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than 
English. 


 
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a 
Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov 


 


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 



https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement

https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov



		Eligible ACEP-ALE Land Type:

		Has ≥ 50% prime, unique, statewide or locally important soils------------------Yes☐ No☐

		Has historic or archeological resource(s) ---------------------------------------------Yes☐ No☐



		Landowner Information

		Parcel Information

		Entity Information

		Cooperating Entity Certification of Application Material and Information:
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REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP) 


CONSERVATION VALUES  


Instructions:  Each RCPP conservation easement deed must clearly state the specific conservation values for which the RCPP entity-held easement 
is being acquired to benefit and must include deed terms that further the stated conservation values.  Provide below the specific and complete 
statement of Conservation Values (Conservation Values Statement) that may be included in the terms of an individual RCPP entity-held easement 
acquired pursuant to the above-referenced RCPP Program Agreement.  Complete a separate table for each Conservation Values Statement that 
may be used.  For each Conservation Values Statement, list the associated conservation benefits and resource concerns that would be addressed 
by an RCPP easement acquired to protect the stated conservation values.  The conservation benefits and resource concerns must be from among 
those identified in the RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement (PPA) that this RCPP Program Agreement is a supplement to.  The final 
language of the Conservation Values Statement to be included in an individual RCPP conservation easement deed must be based on one of the 
Conservation Value Statements identified in this exhibit and will be agreed to by all required parties through the execution of the individual RCPP 
parcel cost-share contract.   


A. Conservation Values Statement  
(Provide the statement to be included in the RCPP Conservation 
Easement Deed) 
 


B. Associated Conservation Benefits and Resource 
Concerns Being Addressed 
(List the conservation benefits and resource concerns that 
would be addressed by an RCPP easement containing the 
Conservation Values Statement identified in Column A. Add 
additional lines as needed). 


 1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


5.  
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Specifications and Scope of Work for Appraisals of Real 
Property for the Agricultural Land Easement component of 


the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program  
(ACEP-ALE) 


A. Background Information 
 


1. The United States of America, acting through the United States Department of Agriculture’s 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and [Eligible Entity name] is considering 
purchasing a conservation easement to assist the landowner in protecting the agricultural use 
and future viability and related conservation values by limiting nonagricultural uses of the land 
or protecting grazing uses and related conservation values on eligible lands.  Eligible lands 
include farm and ranch lands that contain prime, unique, or statewide and locally important soils; 
that contain historical or archaeological resources; that protect grazing uses and related 
conservation values; or the protection of which will further the purposes of the Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP). These lands may be placed under a conservation 
easement through the Agricultural Lands Easement component of the ACEP-ALE. 


2. All appraisals completed for ACEP-ALE must comply with appraisal instructions issued by 
NRCS. The eligible entity must order the appraisal and be identified as the client. The eligible 
entity may opt for either of the following two methods to determine the effect of the 
conservation easement on the subject property: 
a.  A Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) appraisal. 
b. A Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions (UASFLA commonly called 


“Yellow Book”) appraisal. 
3. The appraiser must be aware that all appraisal reports completed for ACEP-ALE will be 


used by NRCS staff and contract review appraisers that will rely on the details in the report to 
understand the property and market characteristics.  Because many of the NRCS users and 
review appraisers will neither personally inspect the property nor be familiar with the local area, 
the appraisal report must include the level of detail necessary to thoroughly explain and support 
the property description, highest and best use analysis, market characteristics, adjustment 
process, and all conclusions so that all review appraisers and NRCS users have an adequate 
understanding of the statements, opinions, and conclusions offered within the report. 


4. The NRCS national appraiser resolves questions that arise from these specifications. Contact 
information may be obtained through the client from the NRCS State office. 


5. The landowner is not a client for the ACEP-ALE appraisal. The landowner may be an 
intended user. “Landowner” is defined as either the current owner or the party identified in the 
agreement or contract to sell the conservation easement to the eligible entity. 


 
 


B. Appraiser Qualifications 
 


1. Appraisal reports will only be accepted and approved by NRCS if these qualifications are 
met and documentation is provided in the appraisal report. 


2. All real property appraisers performing appraisals under ACEP-ALE must be State-certified 
general real property appraisers or obtain a temporary practice permit equal to State-certified 
general real property appraiser in compliance with title XI of the Financial Institutions Reform, 
Recovery, and Enforcement Act of 1989 (FIRREA) in the State or States where the subject 
property is located. 


3. The appraiser must be in good standing with the licensing authority where the credential was 
issued. 


4. The appraiser must not have received any disciplinary action within the past 5 years resulting 
in suspension of the credential. 


5. The appraiser must have demonstrated competency in compliance with USPAP or UASFLA 
in conducting appraisals of rural and agricultural properties of the requested type. 
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6. The appraiser must have demonstrated competency in compliance with USPAP or UASFLA 
in conducting appraisals of rural and agricultural properties with conservation easements of the 
requested type. 


7. The appraiser must provide documentation of completion of a valuation of conservation 
easements or eminent domain appraisal course. 


8. The appraiser must provide documentation of completion of a UASFLA (Yellow Book) 
course for any UASFLA appraisal. 


 


C. Purpose of the Appraisal Report 
The applicable purpose of the appraisal report must be stated in the report. The purpose depends upon 
which of the approved appraisal methods the eligible entity selected. 


1. FOR USPAP APPRAISALS: The purpose of the appraisal is to provide an opinion of 
market value of the proposed easement area before placement of the conservation easement and 
an opinion of market value of the proposed easement area as if the conservation easement is in 
place. The difference between these two values will be the effect of the conservation easement 
on the subject property. An appraisal report, as discussed in USPAP Standards Rule 2-2(a), must 
be provided; restricted appraisal reports are not acceptable. The appraisal report must contain 
the level of detail, discussion, and support necessary for the client and intended users to 
comprehensively understand the rationale for the opinions and conclusions, including 
reconciliation of the data and approaches used in the appraisal. The detail must thoroughly 
explain and support the property description, highest and best use analysis, market 
characteristics, adjustment process and all conclusions so that all review appraisers and NRCS 
users have an adequate understanding of the statements, opinions and conclusions offered within 
the report.  


 
a. The market value definition that will be stated and used in developing and 


reporting this assignment is as follows: 
1. “Market value” means the most probable price that a property should bring 


in a competitive and open market under all conditions requisite to a fair sale, the buyer 
and seller each acting prudently and knowledgeably, and assuming the price is not 
affected by undue stimulus. Implicit in this definition is the consummation of a sale as 
of a specified date and the passing of title from seller to buyer under conditions 
whereby— 
a. Buyer and seller are typically motivated. 
b. Both parties are well informed or well advised and acting in what 


they consider their own best interests. 
c. A reasonable time is allowed for exposure to the open market. 
d. Payment is made in terms of cash in U.S. dollars or in terms of 


financial arrangements comparable thereto. 
e. The price represents the normal considerations for the property sold 


unaffected by special or creative financing or sales concessions granted by anyone 
associated with the sale.” 


b. No other definition of market value is acceptable for USPAP appraisals. 
2. FOR UASFLA/YELLOW BOOK APPRAISALS: The purpose of the appraisal is to provide 


an opinion of market value of the subject property (larger parcel) before acquisition of a 
conservation easement (before value) and an opinion of market value of the subject property 
remaining after the proposed easement has been placed (after value). The appraiser must 
recognize that in a before and after appraisal, the partial interest being acquired is not actually 
being appraised. The subject property appraised is the larger parcel before and after the 
conveyance of the partial interest. The larger parcel concept involves not only the land proposed 
for the easement area but all surrounding land that meets the definition of larger parcel found in 
UASFLA. 
a. The purpose of two opinions of value is to establish the effect on value resulting 
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from imposition of a conservation easement. The compensation for the conservation 
easement is the before value of the larger parcel minus the after value of the property as 
encumbered by the ACEP agricultural land easement deed, provided there are not 
adjustments, such as excess irrigation water rights explained below, that would equal the 
price of the easement. A key concept in this appraisal process is defining the larger parcel 
that is required to begin the appraisal process. The appraisal must be completed in 
compliance with USPAP, UASFLA, and appraisal instructions issued by NRCS. 


b. For the purpose of these appraisals, the Federal rules for acquisition will be used. 
c. The market value definition that will be stated and used in developing and 


reporting this assignment is the definition as stated in UASFLA: 
1. “Market value is the amount in cash, or in terms reasonably equivalent to 


cash, for which in all probability the property would have sold on the effective date of 
the appraisal, after a reasonable exposure time on the open competitive market, from a 
willing and reasonably knowledgeable seller to a willing and reasonably knowledgeable 
buyer, with neither acting under any compulsion to buy or sell, giving due consideration 
to all available economic uses of the property at the time of the appraisal.” 


d. This definition makes no linkage between the estimated market value and exposure 
time. A specific exposure time must not be cited in an appraisal report prepared under 
Yellow Book standards. Invoke the jurisdictional exception rule to avoid a violation of 
USPAP standards, which require a specific exposure time. 


e. No other definition of market value is acceptable for UASFLA/Yellow Book 
appraisals. 


 
D. Information for the appraiser 
The following information is recommended to be provided to the appraiser by the client (eligible 
entity): 


1. Aerial photograph of the subject property with the location of the proposed 
easement area identified, access to the easement area identified, easement boundary identified, 
and an estimate of the acres in the proposed easement identified 


2. Legal description of subject property’s parent tract 
3. Preliminary legal description of the proposed easement area or survey, if available 
4. Copy of the proposed conservation easement deed 
5. Aerial photograph indicating the location and acreage of any conservation 


agreement, contract, or easement of any type that is associated with the property 
6. Specific details of any existing easements, reservations or other restriction 


currently encumbering the subject property as provided by the landowner 
7. Documentation of production data provided by landowner 
8. If water rights are included in the easement area, documentation provided by the 


eligible entity will identify the volume of water rights to be retained for the subject property as 
necessary 


9. Documentation of water rights owned, including name of irrigation company, 
number of shares or amount of ownership, and documentation concerning irrigation wells on the 
property to be appraised, as provided by the landowner 


10. Recorded landowner’s name, address, and telephone number 
11. Current information as to the status of title of ownership, such as copies of deeds 
12. If available, completed “Preliminary Certificate of Inspection and Possession” and 


the “Hazardous Materials Field Inspection Checklist” and any available information pertaining 
to the probability of existence of hazardous substances that might be found on the property to be 
appraised 


13. Copy of preliminary title commitment covering the proposed easement area, if 
available 


14. Copy of the completed agricultural land easement plan or component plans, if 
available 
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15. A copy of the recorded written access to the easement area, evidence that the 
property is accessible from a public road, or NRCS-approved alternative legal access route is 
required 


16. Written permission from the landowner or an authorized representative authorizing 
the assigned appraiser to enter the property for appraisal purposes 


 
E. Background for the Appraisal Report 


 
1. Prepare two opinions of value of the subject property. One before placement of the 


conservation easement and the second after placement of the conservation easement. The after 
condition or second value will be based upon a hypothetical condition that the conservation 
easement is in place and the effects on value that may be created. The difference in the two 
values is the effect of the proposed conservation easement on the value of the property (fair 
market value of the ACEP-ALE). 


2. Client is [eligible entity name], unless otherwise directed by the client. The landowner must 
not be the client. “Landowner” is defined as either the current owner or the party identified in 
the agreement or contract to sell the conservation easement to the eligible entity. 


3. The intended user must be identified as USDA/NRCS and any other specific organization or 
eligible entity that may be involved in the specific transaction unless otherwise directed by the 
client. The landowner may be an intended user. 


4. The intended use will be for USDA/NRCS and any other specific organization or eligible 
entity that may be involved in the specific transaction, for consideration in determining the 
effect on value of the conservation easement of lands entering into the ACEP -ALE. The 
intended use must not include use for IRS donation. 


5. Exclusions of approaches to values, as stated in USPAP, must be strongly supported with 
solid reasoning. 


6. Property rights to be appraised will be surface rights, including improvements such as 
homes, barns, hay sheds, fencing, timber, orchards or other permanent plantings, and any 
irrigation water rights. The irrigation water rights include wells, ditches, reservoirs, ponds, and 
lakes that provide irrigation on the subject property and are legally permitted. Crop base and 
allotments that are located on the subject property will be clearly identified in both the before 
and after condition. The value of any marketable standing timber that could be economically 
harvested will be considered by a timber cruise and included in any valuations. Other permanent 
plantings that are located on the subject property will be appraised and included in any 
valuations. Any irrigation equipment that is not affixed to the land, such as pivot sprinklers, 
moveable pipe, towlines, etc., that are located in the proposed easement area will be excluded 
from the valuation. 


7. If irrigation rights are included in the easement area, documentation provided by NRCS will 
identify the volume of irrigation water rights to be retained for the subject property as necessary 
to ensure the function of the farmland or ranchland operation and other agricultural conservation 
values. This volume will also be documented in the easement baseline inventory report exhibit 
attached to the conservation deed and in the agricultural land easement plan. Irrigation water 
rights that are legally owned and used on the proposed subject property will be described and 
valued in the appraisal. 


8. The appraiser will document whether or not any portion of these irrigation water rights may 
be removed from the subject property. If the irrigation water rights may be removed from the 
property, the appraiser will provide a value opinion of the value of each irrigation water right. 
The appraiser will consider only the irrigation water rights required to be retained on the subject 
property as identified by NRCS. 


 
F. The Appraisal Report 


 
1. Description of Work Product 
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a. The appraisal must meet the requirements of the Uniform Standards of 
Professional Appraisal Practice, Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land 
Acquisitions if applicable, and appraisal instructions issued by NRCS including these 
appraisal specifications. 


b. The appraisal report may consist of a form report, a narrative report, or a 
combination of both. 


c. An appraisal report, as discussed in USPAP Standards Rule 2-2(a), must be 
provided; restricted appraisal reports are not acceptable. The appraisal report must contain 
the level of detail, discussion, and support necessary for the client and intended users to 
comprehensively understand the rationale for the opinions and conclusions, including 
reconciliation of the data and approaches used in the appraisal. The detail must thoroughly 
explain and support the property description, highest and best use analysis, market 
characteristics, adjustment process, and all conclusions so that all review appraisers and 
NRCS users have an adequate understanding of the statements, opinions, and conclusions 
offered within the report.  


d. The contract appraiser must personally inspect the subject property and 
comparable sales. 


e. The appraiser must talk personally to the property owner or the owner’s agent or 
representative, and the property owner or the owner’s agent or representative must be given 
an opportunity to accompany the appraiser during the appraiser’s inspection of the subject 
property which must be documented in the appraisal. 


f. The Uniform Residential Appraisal Report (URAR) is not acceptable. 
g. Reports must contain a table of contents and sequentially numbered pages, 


including addenda. Reports may contain handwritten page numbers. 
h. Reports must contain the instructions or engagement documents provided to the 


appraiser. 
i. Reports must reference all environmental documents utilized by the appraiser in 


completing the appraisal. The appraiser is a key individual in identifying potential 
environmental problems that may affect the value of the subject property. 


j. The appraiser will contact the client to resolve problems, clarify questions, letters 
of engagement (call orders), or other issues. Issues relating to the appraisal process may be 
discussed with the NRCS national appraiser. 


k. The effective date of the appraisal report is the date of the site visit by the 
appraiser. 


l. The appraisal must be in typewritten or legible ink print form or in automated or 
computerized forms. 


m. Only reports completed, formatted, and submitted on 8½-inch by 11-inch paper 
will be accepted. An electronic report is also required in pdf format. 


n. The appraisal report must be bound in a durable report cover with appropriate 
identification. 


o. The appraiser must provide at least three originals and an electronic copy of the 
appraisal to the specific organization or eligible entity that may be involved in the specific 
transaction. Reference these instructions, including exhibits, for details on appraisal reports, 
appraisal forms required, and required methodology and supporting documentation. 


p. The eligible entity will provide two originals and an electronic copy to NRCS. One 
for NRCS, one for the technical review appraiser, and an electronic copy for the NRCS 
national appraiser and technical review appraiser. 


 
2. Required Elements for ACEP-ALE Appraisals 


 
a. Part 1 - Introduction 


1. Title Page 
2. Letter of Transmittal 
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3. Table of Contents 
4. Appraiser’s Certification (select the appropriate) 


a. Follow USPAP guidelines as applicable, but include the following: 
 


“I have made a personal inspection of the appraised property which is the subject of 
this report and all comparable sales used in developing the opinion of value. The 
date(s) of inspection was _____[date]__________ and the method of inspection was       
                       [method]                                 .           


 [If more than one person signs the report, this certification must clearly specify 
which individuals did and which individuals did not make a personal inspection of 
the appraised property and sales. The contract appraiser must inspect the appraised 
property.] 


 
 In my opinion, as of  ____[date] , the market value of the proposed 


easement parcel before conveyance of the partial interest is $                          , 
and the market value of the proposed easement parcel after conveyance of the 
partial interest is $                                               . 


 By: [signature]  Date signed:  
 Print Name 


  Printed Name and Professional Accreditation State 
Certification #” 


 
b. Follow the UASFLA guidelines as applicable, but include the 


following: 
 


“I have made a personal inspection of the appraised property which is the subject 
of this report and all comparable sales used in developing the opinion of value. 
The date(s) of inspection was  ________[date]_______, and the method of 
inspection was              [method]                                . [If more than one person 
signs the report, this certification must clearly specify which individuals did and 
which individuals did not make a personal inspection of the appraised property 
and sales. The contract appraiser must inspect the appraised property.] 
 
In my opinion, as of  ______[date] , the market value of the 
larger parcel before conveyance of the partial interest is 
$ , and the market value of the remainder after 
conveyance of the partial interest is $ . 


By: [signature] Date Signed: 
Print Name 
Printed Name and Professional Accreditation 
State Certification #” 


 
5. Summary of salient facts 
 
6. Photographs of the subject property. Provide original color photographs or 


high quality color copies of photographs of the appraised property. Photographs may be 
a separate exhibit in the addenda or included with the narrative description of the 
appraised property and comparable sales. Show the following information with each 
photograph: 
a. Identify the photographed scene. Indicate direction of view, 


vantage point, and other pertinent information. 
b. The name of the photographer. 
c. The date the photograph was taken. 
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d. An aerial photo or topographic map should be used to show the 
location of the photos. 


7. Statement of assumptions and limiting conditions. 
a. All appraisal reports submitted to the eligible entity and NRCS for 


review become the property of the United States and may be used for any legal and 
proper purpose. Therefore, a condition that limits distribution of the report is 
not permitted. 


b. Include a statement similar to the following in this section: 
i. “I recognize that appraisal reports submitted to the NRCS 


for review may be used by NRCS for any legal and proper purpose.” 
c. If the appraisal has been made subject to any encumbrances against 


the property, such as easements, that must be stated. It is unacceptable to state that 
the property has been appraised as if free and clear of all encumbrances, except as 
stated in the body of the report; the encumbrances must be identified in this section 
of the report. 


d. The use of a hypothetical condition that provides access for the 
eligible entity and NRCS to the easement area to restore, monitor, and enforce the 
purposes for which the easement was placed will be shown on a map of the subject 
property and may be used in the appraisal due to the actual access documents that 
may not be in place. This access should be considered legal access for the purposes 
of the appraisal but it may not meet local requirements for other uses such as 
subdivisions. 


e. The use of any other hypothetical conditions is not permitted 
without NRCS concurrence. 


f. The use of an uninstructed, unsupported assumption or hypothetical 
condition that results in other than “as is” market value will invalidate the appraisal. 
Include only factors relating to the appraisal problem. Assumptions and limiting 
conditions that are speculative in nature are inappropriate. 


g. Do not include limiting conditions that significantly restrict the 
application of the appraisal. 


h. A contract appraiser cannot make an assumption or accept an 
instruction that is unreasonable or misleading. Client instructions must have a 
sound foundation, be in writing, and be included in the appraisal report. 


8. Scope of the appraisal 
a. This section must fully describe the extent of investigation and 


analysis. The scope of work must be consistent with the intended use of the 
appraisal. 


b. Identify the appraisal as a partial acquisition case appraisal. 
Describe the part being conveyed and the principal differences in the property in 
the before and after condition. Describe the before and after methodology to be 
used. 


c. Summarize the appraisal problem. 
9. Purpose of the appraisal will be as stated in C above. 


 
b. Part 2 - Factual Data 


 
1. Legal description 
2. Area, city, and neighborhood data 
3. Property data 


a. Site 
b. Improvements 
c. Fixtures, livestock, and forage production structures and 


facilities 
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d. Use history 
e. Sales history (select the appropriate) 


i. For USPAP appraisals include a 3-year record of all sales 
of the appraised property and offer to buy or sell if the information is available. 
If no sale has occurred in the past 3 years, the appraiser must report the last 
sale of the property, irrespective of date. 


ii. For Yellow Book appraisals include a 10-year record of all 
sales of the appraised property and offer to buy or sell if the information is 
available. If no sale has occurred in the past 10 years, the appraiser must report 
the last sale of the property, irrespective of date 


f. Rental history. 
i. A 3-year rental history is required. An unsupported 


statement that the rent does not represent market or economic rent is 
unacceptable. 


g. Assessed value and annual tax load. 
h. Zoning and other land use regulations. 


i. The contract appraiser must identify, in addition to zoning, 
all other land- use and environmental regulations, outstanding rights, and 
reservations that have an impact on the highest and best use and value of the 
property. 


i. Appraised property map or plat. Show the dimensions and 
topography of the appraised property in detail on a large-scale topographic map, at 
least 2 inches to the mile. The map may be placed here or in the addenda. 


j. Aerial photograph of the subject property with the location of the 
proposed easement area identified, access to the easement area identified, easement 
boundary identified, and an estimate of the acres in the proposed easement 
identified. 


 
c. Part 3 - Data Analysis and Conclusions Before Acquisition 


 
1. Analyses of highest and best use 


a. FOR USPAP APPRAISALS: The contract appraiser may refer to 
definitions as found in “The Dictionary of Real Estate Appraisal.” 


b. FOR YELLOW BOOK APPRAISALS: For acquisition appraisals, 
UASFLA defines highest and best use as, “The highest and most profitable use for 
which the property is adaptable and needed or likely to be needed in the reasonably 
near future.” The contract appraiser may also refer to definitions as found in “The 
Dictionary of Real Estate Appraisal.” 


Note: The UASFLA requires the contract appraiser to make a larger parcel 
determination in all appraisals. Apply the tests provided in UASFLA Part 
III to determine the larger parcels. 


c. ALL APPRAISALS: The highest and best use conclusion must be 
clearly supported by market evidence. Sale or exchange to the United States or 
other public entity is not an acceptable highest and best use. The use to which the 
Federal Government will put the property after the conservation easement has been 
acquired is, as a general rule, an improper highest and best use. A noneconomic 
highest and best use, such as “conservation,” “natural lands,” “preservation,” or 
any use that requires the property to be withheld from economic production in 
perpetuity, is not a valid use upon which to base an estimate of market value. 


d. If the highest and best use is for development, the existing 
improvements must be analyzed to determine if they contribute to the development 
or if they would be removed. Stating that the improvements are not affected by the 
easement is not appropriate until it is determined if the improvements will be 
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removed for the development or if the improvements will remain as part of the 
development. 


e. If the highest and best use is for assemblage, describe and explain 
the relationship of the appraised property to the property to which it would be 
joined. 


f. If investment is the highest and best use of the property, describe 
and explain its interim and most probable ultimate use. 


g. When there is a claim that the highest and best use of a property is 
something other than the property’s existing use, the burden of proof is on the 
contract appraiser. 


h. Market value must not be predicated upon potential uses that are 
speculative and conjectural. 


i. If legal access does not exist to support the highest and best use, the 
appraiser must provide proof that there is sufficient land available to provide the 
required access. The contract appraiser's opinion of a reasonable probability of a 
zoning change must have a factual foundation. The appraisal report must include a 
description of the investigation undertaken to determine the probability of rezoning. 
The investigation must include thorough research of the uses and zoning of 
properties situated similarly to the subject property within the area covered by the 
zoning authority. The stated rezoning conclusion must be supported by facts 
surfaced in the research. A property must not be valued as if it were already 
rezoned for a different use. The property must be valued only in light of the 
probability of obtaining a zoning change. 


2. Value estimate by the cost approach 
a. Estimate the value of the land as though vacant and available for 


its highest and best use. Estimating land value by the use of confirmed sales of 
comparable or nearly comparable lands having like optimum uses is the preferred 
method. 


b. If the cost approach is not used, explain the reasons for not 
developing. 


3. Value estimate by the sales comparison approach 
a. Nearby arm’s length transactions that are comparable to the land 


under appraisement and reasonably current are the best evidence of market value. 
The Federal courts recognize the sales comparison approach as being normally the 
best evidence of market value. 


b. Analyze the last sale of the subject property if relevant. If not used, 
explain why. An unsupported claim that a sale of the subject property was a forced 
sale or is not indicative of its current value is unacceptable. 


c. When supportable by market evidence, the use of quantified 
adjustments is preferred. Percentage and dollar adjustments may and often should 
be combined. Use qualitative adjustments when there is inadequate market data to 
support quantitative adjustments. Factors that cannot be quantified are dealt with in 
qualitative analysis. When quantitative and qualitative adjustments are both used in 
the adjustment process, all quantitative adjustments should be made first. 


d. Provide market evidence and/or supporting narrative for each 
adjustment used. 
i. Each quantitative adjustment requires supporting market 


evidence. Explain how the adjustment was determined and how it is applied to 
the comparable. 


ii. Each qualitative adjustment requires significant discussion 
to explain why it is necessary and explain the reason for the differences. 


e. Include a sales adjustment chart summarizing the adjustments and 
showing the final adjusted sale prices and how the sales compare with the subject 
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property. 
f. The documentation of each comparable sale must include the 


following: 
i. Parties to the transaction 


ii. Date of transaction 
iii. Confirmation of the transaction 
iv. Confirm the transaction with the buyer, seller, broker, or 


other person having knowledge of the price, terms, and conditions of sale 
v. Buyer motivation 


vi. Location 
vii. Size 


viii. Legal description 
ix. Property rights conveyed 
x. Consideration 


xi. Financing terms 
xii. Verify if the sale was an arm’s length or distressed sale 


xiii. Improvements 
xiv. Physical description – Describe topography, vegetative 


cover, water influence, improvements, irrigation water, soils, and other 
characteristics. 


xv. Nonrealty items 
xvi. Economic characteristics 


xvii. Zoning 
xviii. Current use 
xix. Highest and Best Use 


xx. Topographic map 
xxi. Photographs 


1. Improvements 
2. Land 


g. In order to make meaningful comparisons between the sales and the 
appraised property, NRCS requires inspection by the appraiser of all sales directly 
compared with the appraised property. Waiver of the comparable sale inspection 
requirement must be made in writing by the NRCS national appraiser in the form 
of a supplemental appraisal instruction. There is no waiver of the requirement for 
inspection of the appraised property. 


h. The contract appraiser must adhere to UASFLA direction 
pertaining to comparable sales requiring extraordinary verification and weighting 
considerations. These include sales to governmental agencies, sales to 
environmental organizations, sales to parties desiring to exchange the land to the 
government, distressed sales, and other atypical or non-arm’s-length sales. 


i. If the sales comparison approach is not used, explain the reasons for 
not developing 


4. Value estimate by the income approach 
a. All data must be market supported. 
b. If the income approach is not used, explain the reasons for not 


developing. 
5. Correlation and final estimate 


a. The contract appraiser must avoid making a summation appraisal. 
Individual values of noncontiguous tracts cannot be simply added together. 


b. Appraisers are responsible for the final opinion of value even if it 
relies upon estimates developed by others (such as, timber cruisers or cost 
estimators). Value estimates developed by others will be the appraiser’s 
responsibility if needed. 
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d. Part 4 - Factual Data After Acquisition  


 
1. Legal description 


a. If only a portion of the bundle of rights pertaining to a specific 
parcel of real estate is being acquired, this will be the same as in the before 
condition. If all of the rights held by the grantor for only a portion of the larger 
parcel are being acquired, this section will describe only the real estate being 
retained in the after condition. 


b. If the partial interest being acquired is only a portion of the 
property rights associated with the larger parcel, the rights being acquired are 
outstanding rights for the after appraisal. 


2. Neighborhood factors 
3. Property data 


a. Site 
b. Improvements 
c. Fixtures 
d. History 
e. Assessed value and annual tax load 
f. Zoning and other land use regulations 


 
e. Part 5 - Data Analysis and Conclusions After Acquisition 


 
1. Analysis of highest and best use 
2. Land valuation 
3. Value estimate by cost approach 
4. Value estimate by sales comparison approach 


a. Every effort must be made to provide similar conservation easement 
encumbered sales.  


b. Discuss the restrictions on each of the encumbered sales and show how 
they are similar to the proposed conservation easement. 


c. The percentage diminution method is discouraged. If it is used, the 
appraiser must explain why it is necessary over direct comparison of the sales. If the 
percentages can be compared, the sales should be able to be compared. 


5. Value estimate by income capitalization approach 
6. Correlation and final value estimate 


 
f. Part 6 - Acquisition Analysis 


 
1. Recapitulation 


a. Show the difference between the value of the entire property and 
the value of the remainder by deducting the property’s after value from it’s before 
value. 


2. For Yellow Book appraisals only: Allocation and explanation of damages. 
a. Briefly explain any damages to the remainder property. 


3. For Yellow Book appraisals only: Explanation of special benefits. 
a. Identify any special benefits accruing to the remainder. 


 
g. Part 7 - Exhibits and Addenda 


 
1. Location map 


a. Maps must clearly identify the property and be of sufficient quality 
to enable the review appraiser to locate the property on the ground. Maps must be 
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dated and include a legend, scale, and north arrow. The original copy of the report 
must contain original maps or vivid color copies. 


i. Area Map.—This is a small-scale map showing the general 
location of the subject market area. 


ii. Neighborhood Map.—This map shows the appraised 
property and its immediate neighborhood. 


iii. Tract Map or Plat.—This map is a large-scale (2-inch per 
mile) United States Geological Survey (USGS) or similar-quality map that shows 
the appraised property and pertinent physical features such as roads, streams, and 
improvements. If portions of the appraised property are assigned separate 
contributory values to the whole, these areas must be delineated on this map or a 
separate map. 


iv. Photograph Map.—This is a map or aerial photograph 
showing the location of the subject pictures. 


2. Comparable data maps 
a. This map must show the location of the appraised property and the 


sales. Delineate the boundaries of the appraised properties and comparable sales 
when the map is of sufficient scale to be meaningful. If all pertinent comparable 
sales cannot be shown on the same map as the appraised property, a smaller-scale 
map (such as a State road map) may be included in addition to the larger-scale 
map. 


3. Detail of comparative data 
a. Include a completed form showing all information for each 


comparable transaction used in the appraisal. Include an aerial photograph, a plat (if 
available), a USGS topographic map (if appropriate), and color photos of each sale. 
The transaction number must match the number of the transaction listed in the 
report. 


4. Plot plan (if applicable) 
5. Floor plan (if applicable) 
6. Title evidence report 


a. Include a copy of the preliminary title report or title report if 
available. 


b. If unavailable, explain the due diligence completed by the 
appraiser. Include the deeds for the parent property or properties. 


7. Other pertinent exhibits 
a. Present additional data such as documents and charts pertinent to 


the valuation and referred to in the body of the appraisal. Exhibits may include— 
i. A copy of the conservation easement deed. 


ii. A copy of technical reports from specialists. This may 
include a timber cruise summary signed by a timber cruiser or a road plan signed 
by an engineer. 


iii. Property owner permission to appraise. 
8. Qualifications of appraiser 


a. The contract appraisers must provide evidence of compliance with 
the certification requirements of the State or States where the properties are located. 


b. The contract appraisers must provide documentation of compliance 
with experience requirements. 


c. The contract appraisers must provide documentation of meeting the 
education requirements. 


d. The contract appraiser must provide their contact information 
including but not limited to— 


i. Address. 
ii. Phone numbers. 







13  


iii. Email address. 
e. Engagement instructions received from the client. 


 


G. Appraisal Reviews 
 


1. All appraisal reports are subject to a technical appraisal review ordered by NRCS and 
conducted for compliance with appraisal instructions, USPAP, and UASFLA, if applicable, 
prior to acceptance by NRCS. 


2. NRCS will order the technical appraisal review. 
3. The review appraiser is not assigned to the appraisal until it is received from the eligible 


entity. The NRCS national appraiser is available to answer questions or advise the appraiser. 
4. The review appraiser may contact the appraiser for clarification and minor corrections. 
5. The appraisal will be returned through NRCS to the eligible entity if significant changes are 


necessary requiring a supplemental appraisal report as discussed in section H below. The review 
appraiser will provide a technical appraisal review report approving the appraisal or not 
approving the appraisal and identifying the corrections or additions needed. 


6. The review appraiser will be available to the appraiser to assist in obtaining an acceptable 
appraisal report. 


7. The supplemental appraisal report will be subject to a subsequent technical review. 
 


H. Format for Supplemental Appraisal Reports 
 


1. Supplements or amendments to appraisal reports, such as for updating value estimates or 
effective date of value, changes in acreage, changes in access, title conditions or deed terms, 
additional support or explanation, or to correct a previous appraisal report, must be referenced 
for incorporation with the original report in accordance with USPAP. The following format is 
recommended. All items must be addressed. 
a. Title Page.—Include the same information as on the original appraisal report. 


Label the report as a “Supplemental Appraisal Report to the Appraisal Report 
for________.” 


b. Summary of Facts.—Include: 
1. Owner's name or other identification of the property 
2. Client’s name 
3. Size 
4. Highest and best use 
5. New opinion of value 
6. Valuation date 


a. Effective date of the original report, or 
b. The date of the new inspection for updating the effective date. 


c. Summary of Original Appraisal.—Cite the date and value opinion from the 
original appraisal. If previous updates have been made since the original appraisal, cite 
value opinions and value dates from all updates as well as the original appraisal. 


d. Changes.—Explain the reason for the appraisal supplement such as, to update an 
opinion of value due to survey acres, new effective date, amend a previous appraisal report, 
add additional support or explanation, or other. 


e. New Opinion of Value.—Discuss the changes that have occurred since the 
original appraisal. Discuss the method used to update the opinion of value and cite the 
evidence or analysis of trends that support the updated value opinion. Conclude with a 
statement of the new opinion of value and the valuation date which is the effective date of 
the original report or the new effective date, followed by the contract appraiser's signature. 


f. Certification as required in section F(2)(a)(4) of this exhibit. 
g. Addenda.—Include sales data detail for new sales cited, summaries of data and 


trend analyses, maps of sales analyzed, and any other information relied upon but not 
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included in the text. 
h. Binding.—If the supplemental appraisal report comprises more than four pages, it 


must be bound in durable report cover with appropriate identification. 
i. Electronic Copy.—An electronic copy of the supplemental report will be provided 


along with the hardcopy. 





		Specifications and Scope of Work for Appraisals of Real Property for the Agricultural Land Easement component of the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program

		(ACEP-ALE)

		a.  A Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) appraisal.

		b. A Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions (UASFLA commonly called “Yellow Book”) appraisal.

		b. A Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions (UASFLA commonly called “Yellow Book”) appraisal.

		B. Appraiser Qualifications

		C. Purpose of the Appraisal Report

		a. The market value definition that will be stated and used in developing and reporting this assignment is as follows:

		b. No other definition of market value is acceptable for USPAP appraisals.

		a. The purpose of two opinions of value is to establish the effect on value resulting from imposition of a conservation easement. The compensation for the conservation easement is the before value of the larger parcel minus the after value of the prop...

		b. For the purpose of these appraisals, the Federal rules for acquisition will be used.

		c. The market value definition that will be stated and used in developing and reporting this assignment is the definition as stated in UASFLA:

		d. This definition makes no linkage between the estimated market value and exposure time. A specific exposure time must not be cited in an appraisal report prepared under Yellow Book standards. Invoke the jurisdictional exception rule to avoid a viola...

		e. No other definition of market value is acceptable for UASFLA/Yellow Book appraisals.

		D. Information for the appraiser

		E. Background for the Appraisal Report

		F. The Appraisal Report

		a. The appraisal must meet the requirements of the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice, Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions if applicable, and appraisal instructions issued by NRCS including these appraisal speci...

		b. The appraisal report may consist of a form report, a narrative report, or a combination of both.

		c. An appraisal report, as discussed in USPAP Standards Rule 2-2(a), must be provided; restricted appraisal reports are not acceptable. The appraisal report must contain the level of detail, discussion, and support necessary for the client and intende...

		d. The contract appraiser must personally inspect the subject property and comparable sales.

		e. The appraiser must talk personally to the property owner or the owner’s agent or representative, and the property owner or the owner’s agent or representative must be given an opportunity to accompany the appraiser during the appraiser’s inspection...

		f. The Uniform Residential Appraisal Report (URAR) is not acceptable.

		g. Reports must contain a table of contents and sequentially numbered pages, including addenda. Reports may contain handwritten page numbers.

		h. Reports must contain the instructions or engagement documents provided to the appraiser.

		i. Reports must reference all environmental documents utilized by the appraiser in completing the appraisal. The appraiser is a key individual in identifying potential environmental problems that may affect the value of the subject property.

		j. The appraiser will contact the client to resolve problems, clarify questions, letters of engagement (call orders), or other issues. Issues relating to the appraisal process may be discussed with the NRCS national appraiser.

		k. The effective date of the appraisal report is the date of the site visit by the appraiser.

		l. The appraisal must be in typewritten or legible ink print form or in automated or computerized forms.

		m. Only reports completed, formatted, and submitted on 8½-inch by 11-inch paper will be accepted. An electronic report is also required in pdf format.

		n. The appraisal report must be bound in a durable report cover with appropriate identification.

		o. The appraiser must provide at least three originals and an electronic copy of the appraisal to the specific organization or eligible entity that may be involved in the specific transaction. Reference these instructions, including exhibits, for deta...

		p. The eligible entity will provide two originals and an electronic copy to NRCS. One for NRCS, one for the technical review appraiser, and an electronic copy for the NRCS national appraiser and technical review appraiser.

		2. Required Elements for ACEP-ALE Appraisals

		a. Part 1 - Introduction

		b. Part 2 - Factual Data

		c. Part 3 - Data Analysis and Conclusions Before Acquisition

		d. Part 4 - Factual Data After Acquisition

		e. Part 5 - Data Analysis and Conclusions After Acquisition

		f. Part 6 - Acquisition Analysis

		g. Part 7 - Exhibits and Addenda

		G. Appraisal Reviews

		H. Format for Supplemental Appraisal Reports

		a. Title Page.—Include the same information as on the original appraisal report. Label the report as a “Supplemental Appraisal Report to the Appraisal Report for________.”

		b. Summary of Facts.—Include:

		c. Summary of Original Appraisal.—Cite the date and value opinion from the original appraisal. If previous updates have been made since the original appraisal, cite value opinions and value dates from all updates as well as the original appraisal.

		d. Changes.—Explain the reason for the appraisal supplement such as, to update an opinion of value due to survey acres, new effective date, amend a previous appraisal report, add additional support or explanation, or other.

		e. New Opinion of Value.—Discuss the changes that have occurred since the original appraisal. Discuss the method used to update the opinion of value and cite the evidence or analysis of trends that support the updated value opinion. Conclude with a st...

		f. Certification as required in section F(2)(a)(4) of this exhibit.

		g. Addenda.—Include sales data detail for new sales cited, summaries of data and trend analyses, maps of sales analyzed, and any other information relied upon but not included in the text.

		h. Binding.—If the supplemental appraisal report comprises more than four pages, it must be bound in durable report cover with appropriate identification.

		i. Electronic Copy.—An electronic copy of the supplemental report will be provided along with the hardcopy.
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ENTITY APPLICATION for a REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP) 
ENTITY-HELD EASEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT 


This is an Entity Application for an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement that is a Supplemental 
Agreement under an RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement (the “PPA”) 


Section A: Agreement Information 


1. PPA Number: 2. Name of the Lead Partner on the PPA:


3. Application Date: 4. State:


5. List all applicable Conservation Values for this Project (from PPA):


6. RCPP Program Agreement Number:
      


7. RCPP Program Agreement Type (select one):
              RCPP Classic        


Alternative Funding Arrangement (AFA) 


Section B: Primary Applicant Information 
Applying as an Eligible Entityi to Hold an RCPP Conservation Easementii (RCPP Easement) 


1. Name - Applicant Eligible Entity: 2. Telephone - Applicant Eligible Entity:


3. Address - Applicant Eligible Entity: 4. Email - Applicant Eligible Entity:


5. Tax Identification Number (TIN) - Applicant Eligible Entity: 6. Applicant Eligible Entity Type:
State Government 
Local Government 
Indian Tribe 
Nongovernmental 
Organizationi


7. Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Number -
Applicant Eligible Entity:


If you do not have a DUNS number information is available at 
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform.  
To register with SAM, go to https://www.sam.gov/ 
8. Do you have entity records established with the appropriate USDA service center


agency?
If no, you must establish them with the appropriate USDA service center agency prior to
submitting this application


 Yes  No 


9. Do you have the authority and capability to acquire, manage, and enforce
conservation easements?  Yes  No 


10. How many eligible entity staff are dedicated to monitoring and easement
stewardship?   _____________________  


AGENCY 
USE ONLY 


AGENCY 
USE ONLY 



http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform

https://www.sam.gov/
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Section C: ADDITIONAL ELIGIBLE ENTITIES: 
Complete for each additional Eligible Entity that will be party to the 


RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement (attach additional pages as needed) 
1. Name - Additional Eligible Entity:


2. TIN - Additional Eligible Entity: 3. Additional Eligible Entity Type:


State Government


 Local Government 


 Indian Tribe 


 Nongovernmental Organization 


4. DUNS Number - Additional Eligible Entity:


If you do not have a DUNS number information is available at 
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform. To register with SAM, go to https://www.sam.gov/ 


5. Do you have entity records established with the appropriate USDA service center
agency?
If no, you must establish them with the appropriate USDA service center agency prior to
submitting this application


 Yes  No 


6. Do you have the authority and capability to acquire, manage, and enforce
conservation  easements?  Yes  No 


7. How many eligible entity staff are dedicated to monitoring and easement stewardship?


Signature of Authorized Eligible Entity Representative 


Section D: CO-HOLDERSv


Complete for each legal entity that may be identified as a co-holder (grantee) on the RCPP conservation 
easement deed for any parcelsvi associated with this application and is not listed in Section B or C as an 


Eligible Entity (attach additional pages as needed) 


1. Name - Co-holder Legal Entity:


2. TIN - Co-holder Legal Entity: 3. DUNS Number - Co-holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Co-holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 


4. Name - Co-holder Legal Entity:


5. TIN - Co-holder Legal Entity: 6. DUNS Number - Co-holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Co-holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 


7. Name - Co-holder Legal Entity:


8. TIN - Co-holder Legal Entity: 9. DUNS Number - Co-holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Co-holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 



http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform

https://www.sam.gov/
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Section E: THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDERSvii 


Complete for each legal entity that will hold a third-party right, contingent right, or any other real 
property interest in an RCPP Easement on any parcels that may be associated with this 


application and is not listed in section B, C, or D. 
(attach additional pages as needed) 


1. Name – Third-Party Holder Legal Entity:


2. TIN - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity: 3. (Optional) DUNS Number - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Third-Party Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 


4. Name - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity:


5. TIN - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity: 6. (Optional) DUNS Number - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Third-Party Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 


The Terms and Certifications below are applicable to applications for 
all Entity Held RCPP Easement Agreements: 


Each identified Eligible Entity has reviewed the RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement which is 
a Supplemental Agreement to the RCPP PPA identified above. The RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement stipulates the terms and conditions under which the Eligible Entity may be permitted to use 
RCPP cost-share assistance for the purchase of RCPP Easements.  Each Eligible Entity agrees to 
participate in RCPP if NRCS and the Eligible Entity enter into an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement. However, nothing in this application obligates the United States or an Eligible Entity to 
purchase all or any of the RCPP Easements identified on the Parcel Sheets associated with this entity 
application. To identify future roles should this application be funded, an Eligible Entity may hereafter be 
also be referred to as "Participant." Participants understand that acquiring an RCPP Easement without 
satisfying the requirements set forth in the terms of the applicable RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement and the associated Parcel Contract causes the easement to be ineligible for RCPP cost-share 
assistance. 
It is the responsibility of the Participants to provide accurate data to support all items addressed in this 
application at the request of NRCS. Participants acknowledge that NRCS is relying upon the veracity of 
the information submitted for purposes of awarding Federal funds and that the submittal of false 
information may be subject to criminal or civil fraud statutes. 


Participants must be registered in the System for Award Management (SAM) before submitting this 
application and must provide a valid Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) 
number on this application. Each Participant must maintain active SAM registration with current 
information at all times during which it has an active application for funding under consideration and at all 
times for the duration of any RCPP Program Agreements entered into under the program. NRCS may not 
enter into an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement with an Eligible Entity until all applicable 
DUNS and SAM requirements have been met. If an Eligible Entity has not fully complied with these 
requirements by the time NRCS is ready to enter into the RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement, NRCS may determine that the Eligible Entity is not qualified to receive an RCPP Entity-Held 
Easement Program Agreement. 
The Participant certifies that all highly erodible land conservation/wetland conservation, adjusted gross 
income certifications, and member information for each Landowner of record for each parcel associated 
with this entity application are on file with the appropriate USDA service center agency and are up to date. 
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PRIMARY APPLICANT ELIGIBLE ENTITY CERTIFICATION AND SIGNATURES: 
Primary Applicant Eligible Entity identified in Section B must complete the following section 


Check 
Each Box 


I certify that the Applicant Eligible Entity has the resources necessary to acquire, monitor, 
manage, and enforce the RCPP Easements being applied for and acknowledge that 
additional documentation to substantiate this may be required to receive Federal cost-share 
assistance. 
I have received and reviewed a copy of the required RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement and associated attachments and understand that the terms of the RCPP 
conservation easement deed must (1) address the conservation values set forth in Section A 
above and (2) address the provisions required as a condition of participation in RCPP as 
identified in the RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement. 
Signature of Applicant Eligible Entity Authorized Representative Date 


 
 


i   Eligible Entity means a State or local government, Indian Tribe, or nongovernmental organization 
authorized to hold conservation easements that NRCS has determined meet the applicable requirements 
of 7 CFR part 1468 and has a land protection program that purchases easements for the purposes of 
protecting the stated Conservation Values. An Eligible Entity must be identified as a holder (grantee) on 
an RCPP conservation easement deed acquired on any parcels that may be associated with this 
application. An Eligible Entity is considered a participant in RCPP, must be party to the RCPP Entity Held 
Easement Agreement, may receive direct payment of RCPP cost-share funds, and must have current 
registration in DUNS and SAM. 
ii RCPP conservation easement means an easement or other interest in eligible land that is conveyed for 
the purposes of restoration, protection, enhancement, management, maintenance, and monitoring of the 
specified Conservation Values of the land, such as benefits to soil, water, wildlife, agricultural land, and 
related natural resources. 
iii Co-Holder is any legal entity identified as a co-holder (grantee) in an RCPP conservation easement 
deed held by an Eligible Entity on a parcel associated with this application. A Co-holder is not considered 
a participant in RCPP and may not receive a direct payment of RCPP cost-share funds; however, a Co-
holder is a beneficiary of such Federal funds and therefore must acknowledge their agreement to comply 
with the terms of an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Agreement and must have current registration in DUNS 
and SAM. 
iv Parcel means the defined area of eligible land, as determined by NRCS, to be protected by an RCPP 


Easement. 
v Third-Party Right Holder is any legal entity that is not identified as a grantee but is instead identified as 
a holder of a third-party right, contingent right, or any other real property interest in an RCPP easement 
deed held by an Eligible Entity on a parcel associated with this application. A Third-Party Right Holder is 
not considered a participant in RCPP, may not receive a direct payment of RCPP cost- share funds, is not 
a beneficiary of the Federal funds, and is not required to be registered in DUNS and SAM. 
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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.


To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD- 
3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of 
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 


The following statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (U.S.C. 522a). Furnishing 
this information is voluntary; however, failure to furnish correct, complete information will result in the 
withholding or withdrawal of such technical or financial assistance. The information may be furnished to 
other USDA agencies, the Internal Revenue Service, the Department of Justice, or other State or Federal 
law enforcement agencies, or in response to orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal. 


This information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act under 16 U.S.C. 3801 note and 
16 U.S.C. 3846. 



https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov



		ENTITY APPLICATION for a REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP)

		ENTITY-HELD EASEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT

		NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT



		1 PPA Number: 2805-A-0962

		2 Name of the Lead Partner on the PPA: North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

		3 Application Date: 

		4 State: NC

		5  List all applicable Conservation Values for this Project from PPA: Long-Term Protection Of Land- Threat of Conversion

		1 Name Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		2 Telephone Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		3 Address Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		4 Email Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		5 Tax Identification Number TIN Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		1 Name Additional Eligible Entity: 

		2 TIN Additional Eligible Entity: 

		1 Name Coholder Legal Entity: 

		2 TIN Coholder Legal Entity: 

		3 DUNS Number Coholder Legal Entity: 

		4 Name Coholder Legal Entity: 

		5 TIN Coholder Legal Entity: 

		6 DUNS Number Coholder Legal Entity: 

		7 Name Coholder Legal Entity: 

		8 TIN Coholder Legal Entity: 

		9 DUNS Number Coholder Legal Entity: 

		1 Name  ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		2 TIN ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		3 Optional DUNS Number ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		4 Name ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		5 TIN ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		6 Optional DUNS Number ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		Date: 

		Group1: Off

		Group2: Off

		Group3: Off

		Group5: Off

		Group6: Off

		Group7: Off

		Check Box2: Off

		Check Box3: Off

		Clear Form: 

		Text35: 

		Group36: Choice1

		10 how many eligible entity staff are dedicated to monitoring and easement stewardship?: 

		4 DUNS Additional Entity: 

		7 Entity Staff: 

		7 DUNS Number Applicant: 
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PARCEL SHEET for 
ENTITY APPLICATION for a REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP) 


ENTITY-HELD EASEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT 


This is a Parcel Sheet for an Entity Application for an RCPP Conservation Easementi (RCPP 
Easement) under an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement that is a Supplemental 


Agreement under an RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement (PPA) 


Section A: Agreement and Entity Information 
1. PPA Number: 2. Name of Lead Partner on the PPA:


3. Application Date: 4. State


5. Name – Applicant Eligible Entity:


6. Email – Applicant Eligible Entity: 7. Telephone – Applicant Eligible Entity:


8. Attached to RCPP Program Agreement Number:
 AGENCY USE ONLY 


9. RCPP Parcel Application Number:
 


AGENCY USE ONLY 


Section B: Landownerii Information 


1. What evidence of ownership are you providing? (Select all that apply)
Attach the property deed or written purchase agreement to this parcel sheet.


Property Deed 
Valid Written Purchase 
Agreement 


2. Name – Parcel Landowner – Primary Contact (must
be a landowner listed on attached ownership document)


  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 


(Landowner identified here will serve as primary landowner contact 
and signatory to this application; signature of parcel sheet 
application by other listed landowners is optional) 


3. Tax ID Number – Parcel Landowner (Primary
Contact):


4. Telephone – Parcel Landowner (Primary
Contact):


5. Address – Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact): 6. Email – Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact):


7. Identify all other landowners of record as stated on the most current evidence of ownership document.
Enter the legal name as listed on the evidence of ownership document and the tax identification number of each individual or
legal entity that is a landowner. Attach additional sheets as needed.


Enter Name of Individual or Legal Entity 
Check Appropriate Box 


Enter Tax ID Number 
Individual Legal Entity 


Landowner Name: 


Landowner Name: 


Landowner Name: 


Landowner Name: 


8. Do all the landowners have farm records established with the appropriate USDA
service center agency? If no, they must be established for each landowner with the
appropriate USDA service center agency prior to submitting this application.


   Yes    No 


9. Do the landowners of this parcel meet the criteria for any of the following categories? (Check all that apply)
Please note that providing this information is voluntary and will not be used when reviewing this application or
determining whether the landowners meet the ACEP Landowner eligibility requirements.


Limited-Resource Farmer or Rancheriii Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancherv 


Beginning Farmer or Rancheriv Veteran Farmer or Ranchervi 


Not Applicable 


Definitions are provided in footnotes below. More information is available at: http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/ 



http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/
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Section C: Parcelvii Eligibility and Land Use Information 
1. Parcel Location - Farm and Tract Number, Legal Description, or Parcel Longitude and Latitude: (attach a


map or provide a GIS shapefile of the location and offered area)


2. Parcel Physical Address: (if different from address of Parcel Landowner – Primary Contact provided in Section
B, Box 5 above)


3. The landviii offered under this parcel sheet is: (Select    one)
  Private Land 


  Tribal, Allotted, Ceded, or Indian Land 


4. Parcel Offered Acres: (must be
supported by evidence of ownership)


5. Parcel Conservation Values: (List the Conservation Values, consistent with those identified in the PPA and
as listed on the NRCS-CPA-1274 to which this parcel sheet is attached, that would be protected, restored,
enhanced, managed, maintained, and monitored through an RCPP easement on the identified Parcel)


6. The land being offered for enrollment is: (Select all that apply and state approximate acres of each on the
Parcel)


Cropland Wetlands 


Rangeland Floodplains 


Pastureland Riparian Areas 


Grassland or land that contains forbs Associated Land 


Shrubland for which grazing is the predominant use Located in an area that has been historically 
dominated by grass land, forbs, or shrubs and could 
provide habitat for animal or plant populations of 
significant ecological value Nonindustrial private forest land 


7. The land offered under this parcel sheet will be subject to
the following level of restriction in the RCPP conservation
easement deed. (Select only one)


Highly restrictive 
Moderately restrictive 
Minimally restrictive 
AFA Minimum Deed Requirements 
(only applicable to AFA projects) 


8. Will the United States hold a right of enforcement of the easement for this parcel?    Yes  No 
9. Is this parcel subject to a written pending offerix for purchase of an entity-held


easement by the Eligible Entity?
Attach the pending offer for purchase of an entity-held easement to this parcel sheet. 


   Yes  No


10. Is any portion of the parcel subject to an easement or deed restriction which
provides similar protection as would be provided by enrollment in RCPP?
Provide NRCS a copy of most recent title report or title commitment, if available at the
time of application.


   Yes  No 


11. Is there any portion of the Parcel where the purposes of RCPP would be
undermined due to title issues or onsite or offsite conditions, such as risk of
hazardous materials, permitted or existing rights of way, infrastructure
development, mineral development, or adjacent land uses?
If yes, provide NRCS a copy of existing reports or documentation identifying issues.


   Yes  No 


12. Is the entire parcel accessible from a public road or is there an insurable,
unconditional, and transferable legal right of recorded access for the term of the
easement?
Attach map showing access from a public road or evidence of insurable, unconditional, and
transferable legal right of recorded access.


   Yes  No 
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Section D: Easement Value and Compensation Costs and Non-Federal Share Information 
These values may be estimates, subject to the final values being determined by an NRCS-approved appraisal report 


1. Easement Value and Compensation Costs


A. Estimated Fair Market Value of the RCPP Easement $ 


B. Estimated Eligible Entity Cash Contributionx - for payment of easement
compensation to the landowner (excluding Landowner Donations) $ 


C. Requested Federal Share for the RCPP Easement
• US Right of Enforcement: Federal Share cannot exceed 50% of Item A
• No US Right of Enforcement: Federal Share cannot exceed 25% of Item A $ 


D. Estimated Purchase Pricexi of the RCPP Easement (D = B + C) $ 


E. Estimated Landowner Donation toward easement valuexii 


(E = A - D) $ 


F. Total Non-Federal Share
(F = (B+E)) $ 


Section E: Roles, Contributions, and Distributions 
(Provide the name and corresponding role of each legal entity that will be identified in the RCPP 


conservation easement deed, attach additional pages as needed) 


1. Name of Entity
(See signature sections below for
Entity signature requirements)


2. Role of Entity
• Identify each entity as


one of the following:
- Eligible Entity
- Co-holder
- Third-Party Right


Holder


3. Contribution:
Estimated Entity
Cash Contribution


• May be provided by any 
legal entity role
identified in this Section


• Total must equal
Section D Box 1, Item
(B) above


4. Distribution:
Estimated Federal
Share to be paid to
an Eligible Entity


• Federal share may only be 
paid to an Eligible Entity


• Total must equal
Section D Box 1, Item
(C) above


$ $ 


$ $ 


$ $ 


$ $ 


The Terms and Certifications below are applicable to applications for 
all RCPP Agreements: 


The Landowner agrees that it is signing this application in furtherance of the Entity's application to participate in the 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). Nothing in this application obligates the United States or the Entity to 
purchase all or any of the RCPP easements listed on the Parcel Sheets attached to Entity's application including this parcel. 
To identify and differentiate roles and responsibilities under RCPP should the application be funded, the undersigned Entity 
shall hereafter be referred to as a "Participant" and Landowners shall hereafter be referred to as "Landowners." The 
Participants and Landowners understand that acquiring an RCPP Easement prior to approval of the RCPP conservation 
easement deed, appraisal, title, and other due diligence causes the RCPP easement to be ineligible for RCPP cost-share 
assistance.  


The Participants and Landowners acknowledge that highly erodible land conservation/wetland conservation, adjusted gross 
income certifications, and member information for all landowners are on file with the appropriate USDA service center agency 
and are up to date. Each landowner must complete and file the appropriate Form CCC-902, "Farm Operating Plan" with the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA). If the Landowner is classified as a legal entity or joint operation by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) under 7 CFR Part 1400, FSA must be timely notified in writing of any changes to the member’s 
information provided, including changes in membership due to death or otherwise as provided in 7 CFR Part 1400. 


It is the responsibility of the Participants and Landowners to provide accurate data to support all items addressed in this 
application at the request of NRCS. Participants and Landowners acknowledge that NRCS is relying upon the veracity of the 
information submitted for purposes of awarding Federal funds and that the submittal of false information may be subject to 
criminal or civil fraud statutes. 
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APPLICANT ELIGIBLE ENTITY CERTIFICATION AND SIGNATURES: 
Applicant Eligible Entity identified in Section A must complete the following section 


Check 
Each Box 


I certify that the Applicant Eligible Entity has the resources necessary to acquire monitor, 
manage, and enforce the RCPP Easement being applied for and acknowledge that additional 
documentation to substantiate this may be required to receive Federal cost-share assistance. 
I have received and reviewed a copy of the required RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement and associated attachments, including, the parcel contract and appendix. 
(RCPP Classic) I have received and reviewed the NRCS Minimum Deed Terms for RCPP Entity-
Held Easements and understand that the terms must be attached to the conservation easement 
deed unchanged as a condition of participation in RCPP as identified in the RCPP Entity-Held 
Easement Program Agreement. 


(AFA) I have received and reviewed the NRCS Minimum Deed Terms for RCPP Entity-Held 
Easements and the AFA Minimum Deed Requirements.  I understand that as a condition of 
participation in RCPP as identified in the RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement either 
(1) the NRCS Minimum Deed Terms for RCPP Entity-Held Easements must be attached to the
conservation easement deed unchanged or (2) the AFA Minimum Deed Requirements must be
addressed in the RCPP Conservation Easement Deed.
Signature of Applicant Eligible Entity Authorized Representative Date 


PARCEL LANDOWNER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND SIGNATURES: 
Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact) identified in Section B, Box 2, must complete the following 
section 


Check 
Each Box 


I, Landowner, am aware that the United States has requirements that must be addressed in the 
RCPP conservation easement deed as a condition of providing Federal funds for the acquisition 
of the RCPP Easement. I have received a copy of the United States required deed terms and 
conditions. 
Initial this box if the Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact) identified in Section B2 is a legal entity: 
I am authorized to sign this application and agree to provide the documents necessary to prove this 
authority as requested by NRCS. 
Signature of Authorized Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact) Date 


SIGNATURES OF OTHER LANDOWNERS OF RECORD 
(Signature of parcel sheet by other landowners identified in Section B, Box 7 is optional; attach additional pages 
as needed) 
(Optional) Landowner Signature Date 


(Optional) Landowner Signature Date 


(Optional) Landowner Signature Date 


(Optional) Landowner Signature Date 


CO-HOLDER and THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDER SIGNATURES (FOR PROGRAM AGREEMENTS ONLY): 
Signatures below are only required if Program Agreement Option is selected in Section A, Box 3 (attach additional 
pages as needed) 
(Required) Signature of Co-Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative Date 


(Required) Signature of Co-Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative Date 


(Optional) Signature of Third-Party Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative Date 


(Optional) Signature of Third-Party Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative Date 
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i. RCPP conservation easement means an easement or other interest in eligible land that is conveyed for the purposes of restoration,
protection, enhancement, management, maintenance, and monitoring of the specified conservation values of the land, such as benefits
to soil, water, wildlife, agricultural land, and related natural resources.


ii. Landowner means a person, legal entity, or Indian Tribe having legal ownership of eligible land and those who may be buying
eligible land under a purchase agreement. The term Landowner may include all forms of collective ownership including joint tenants,
tenants-in-common, and includes heirs, successors, assigns, and anyone claiming under them. State and local governments are not
eligible as landowners.  Indian tribes and nongovernmental organizations that qualify as eligible entities are not eligible as
landowners.


iii. Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher means either: (1)(i) A person with direct or indirect gross farm sales not more than the current
indexed value in each of the previous two fiscal years (adjusted for inflation using Prices Paid by Farmer Index as compiled by National
Agricultural Statistical Service), and (ii) Has a total household income at or below the national poverty level for a family of four, or less than
50 percent of county median household income in each of the previous two years (to be determined annually using Commerce Department
Data); or (2) A legal entity or joint operation if all individual members independently qualify under paragraph (1). A legal entity or joint
operation if all individual members independently qualify under paragraph (1) of this definition.


iv. Beginning Farmer or Rancher means an individual, person, Indian Tribe, Tribal corporation, or legal entity who—
(1) Has not operated a farm or ranch, or non-industrialized private forest land (NIPF), or who has operated a farm or ranch or NIPF for


not more than 10 consecutive years.  This requirement applies to all members of an entity who will materially and substantially
participate in the operation of the farm, ranch, or NIPF.


(2) In the case of an individual, individually, or with the immediate family, material and substantial participation requires that the individual
provide substantial day-to-day labor and management of the farm, ranch, or NIPF consistent with the practices in the county or State
where the farm is located.


(3) In the case of a legal entity or joint operation, all members must materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm,
ranch, or NIPF. Material and substantial participation requires that each of the members provide some amount of the management
or labor and management necessary for day-to-day activities, such that if each of the members did not provide these inputs,
operation of the farm, ranch, or NIPF would be seriously impaired.


v. Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher means an individual or an entity who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group. For
a legal entity, at least 50 percent ownership in the legal entity must be held by socially disadvantaged individuals. A socially disadvantaged
group is a group whose members have been subject to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of a group without
regard to their individual qualities. These groups consist of the following:


• American Indians or Alaska Natives
• Asians
• Blacks or African Americans
• Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders
• Hispanics.


Note: Gender alone is not a covered group for the purposes of NRCS conservation programs. The term entities reflect a broad
interpretation to include partnerships, couples, legal entities, etc.


vi. Veteran Farmer or Rancher - means a producer who served in the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast
Guard, including the reserve components thereof; was released from the service under conditions other than dishonorable, and—


• Has not operated a farm or ranch; or has operated a farm or ranch for not more than 10 consecutive years; or
• Who first obtained status as a veteran during the most recent 10-year period.


A legal entity or joint operation can be a veteran farmer or rancher only if all individual members independently qualify. 
vii. Parcel means a farm or ranch submitted for consideration for funding under RCPP.
viii. Land Private or Tribal agricultural land, nonindustrial private forest land, or associated lands are potentially eligible for enrollment.


“Associated land” is defined as land associated with farms and ranches that is not purposefully managed for food, forage, or fiber and is
typically associated with nearby production or conservation lands  The Secretary may not use RCPP funds for the purposes of acquiring
an easement on lands owned by an agency of the United States, other than land held in trust for Indian Tribes; or lands owned in fee title
by a State, including an agency or a subdivision of a State, or a unit of local government. Such lands are ineligible for RCPP.


ix. Pending offer means a written bid, contract, or option between a Landowner and an Eligible Entity for the acquisition of an RCPP
conservation easement in perpetuity, or for the maximum duration allowed by State law, before the legal title to these rights has been
conveyed for the purposes of protecting the specified conservation values.


x. Eligible Entity cash contribution means the amount provided by the eligible entity for payment of easement compensation to the
landowner and may include all sources of funds used to make such payment other than any funds provided by the landowner or the
Federal share provided under RCPP. This amount does not include any other costs (administrative, planning, stewardship, etc…) or
nonmonetary items (in-kind activities, land from another parcel, etc…).


xi. Purchase price means the fair market value of the RCPP conservation easement as determined by an NRCS-approved methodology,
minus the Landowner donation toward easement value.


xii. Landowner Donation toward easement value may include or a qualified conservation contribution (as defined by section 170(h) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) or a charitable donation. Landowners shall not donate any part of Federal share or Eligible Entity cash
contribution back to the Eligible Entity as a condition of purchase or closing.


xiii. Procured costs paid by the eligible entity to a third-party for the following items: conservation easement appraisal, legal
boundary survey of the easement area, full phase-I environmental site assessment that meets the requirements of 40 CFR Part 312,
title commitment or report, title insurance, baseline report, mineral assessment, or closing cost. The procured report or service must
meet the NRCS standards or requirements as identified in the RCPP agreement in order to be relied upon as a component of the non-
Federal share. This amount may not include any amounts provided by the landowner used to procure these items.
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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint 
filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program
information may be made available in languages other than English.


To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632- 
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov. 


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 


PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 
The following statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (U.S.C. 522a). Furnishing this 
information is voluntary; however, failure to furnish correct, complete information will result in the withholding or 
withdrawal of such technical or financial assistance. The information may be furnished to other USDA agencies, the 
Internal Revenue Service, the Department of Justice, or other State or Federal law enforcement agencies, or in 
response to orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal. 


This information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act under 16 U.S.C. 3801 note and 16 U.S.C. 
3846. 



https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov



		PARCEL SHEET for

		ENTITY APPLICATION for a REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP)

		ENTITY-HELD EASEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT

		To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the ...





		1 PPA Number: 

		2 Name of Lead Partner on the PPA: 

		4 State: 

		5 Name  Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		6 Email  Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		7 Telephone  Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		fill_10: 

		fill_11: 

		fill_12: 

		fill_14: 0

		fill_16: 0

		fill_17: 

		fill_18: 

		fill_19: 

		fill_20: 

		fill_21: 

		fill_22: 

		fill_23: 

		fill_24: 

		Date: 

		Date_2: 

		Date_3: 

		Date_4: 

		Date_5: 

		Date_6: 

		Date_7: 

		Date_8: 

		Date_9: 

		Date_10: 

		Group9: Off

		Group10: Off

		Group11: Off

		Group12: Off

		Group13: Off

		Check Box10: Off

		Check Box11: Off

		Check Box12: Off

		Check Box13: Off

		Check Box14: Off

		Group15: Off

		Check Box15: Off

		Check Box16: Off

		Check Box17: Off

		Check Box18: Off

		Check Box19: Off

		Check Box20: Off

		Check Box22: Off

		Check Box23: Off

		Check Box24: Off

		Group16: Off

		Group17: Off

		Group18: Off

		Group19: Off

		Text26: 0

		Check Box27: Off

		Check Box28: Off

		Check Box29: Off

		Check Box30: Off

		Check Box31: Off

		3 Application Date: 

		Check Box32: Off

		Group20: Off

		Clear From: 

		Check Box33: Off

		1 Parcel Location Farm and Tract Number Legal Description or Parcel Longitude and Latitude: 

		2 Parcel Physical Address: 

		4 Parcel Offered Acres: 

		US ROE: Off

		5 Parcel Conservation Values: 

		Cropland Acres: 

		Rangeland Acres: 

		Pastureland Acres: 

		Grassland Acres: 

		Shrub Acres: 

		NIPF Acres: 

		Wetland Acres: 

		Floodplain Acres: 

		Riparian Acres: 

		Associated Land Acres: 

		Historic grass acres: 

		Check Box21: Off

		Check Box25: Off

		Dropdown19: [ ]

		Dropdown20: [ ]

		Dropdown21: [ ]

		Dropdown22: [ ]

		1 Name of Entity Row1: 

		1 Name of Entity Row2: 

		1 Name of Entity Row3: 

		1 Name of Entity Row4: 

		5 Address  Parcel Landowner: 

		6 Email  Parcel Landowner: 

		8  Attached to RCPP Program Agreement Number:: 

		9  RCPP Parcel Application Number:: 

		4 Telephone  Parcel Landowner: 

		3 Parcel Landowner Tax ID Number  Parcel Landowner: 

		2  Parcel Landowner: 

		7 Landownder Name:_2: 

		7 Landownder Name:_3: 

		7 Landownder Name:_1: 

		7 Landownder Name:_4: 

		7 Enter Tax ID NumberLandowner Name_2: 

		7 Enter Tax ID NumberLandowner Name_3: 

		7 Enter Tax ID NumberLandowner Name_4: 

		7 Enter Tax ID NumberLandowner Name_1: 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 


On behalf of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 


Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 


Appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1276 
“RCPP Entity-Held Easement Parcel Cost-Share Contract” 


Pursuant to the terms of RCPP PROGRAM AGREEMENT _______________________ 
the terms of which are incorporated by reference into this RCPP Entity-Held Easement Parcel 
Cost-Share Contract (Parcel Contract), the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) by and 
through the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and   


(hereinafter, whether singular or plural, ENTITY) enter this Parcel Contract to provide funds for 
the acquisition of an RCPP conservation easement (RCPP Easement) by ENTITY on the NRCS-
approved Parcel (Parcel) identified on Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of Acquisition for 
RCPP Entity-Held Easement,” or any modification thereto on Form NRCS-CPA-1278, 
“Modifications of the Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-Held Easement.”  Each eligible 
entity identified on Form NRCS-CPA-1276, “RCPP Entity-Held Easement Parcel Cost-Share 
Contract,” and in this appendix, must be identified as an ENTITY in the Form NRCS-CPA-
1281, PROGRAM AGREEMENT, must be signatory to both the PROGRAM AGREEMENT 
and this Parcel Contract, must be a holder of the RCPP Easement, and is considered a participant 
in RCPP.  


1. DEFINITIONS


The following definitions are applicable to this Parcel Contract and the associated PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT.  All other words and phrases, unless the context of subject matter otherwise 
requires, shall have the meanings assigned to them in the PROGRAM AGREEMENT or the 
regulations governing RCPP at 7 CFR Section 1464.3. 


1. Participant.—Is defined as an eligible entity who has entered into this Parcel Contract
and is party to and responsible for implementing the terms and conditions of such
Parcel Contract and associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT and who may receive
payment of the RCPP cost-share assistance funds provided by NRCS as the Federal
share.


2. Lead Eligible Entity.—As designated on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, is one of the
above-listed eligible entities who will serve as the primary point of contact to NRCS
for the administration of this Parcel Contract; the lead eligible entity may serve as the
primary signatory for executing specific documents associated with this Parcel
Contract in accordance with designations made on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277.


3. Co-holder.—Is a legal entity that is identified in and signatory to the PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and this Parcel Contract and will be identified as a co-holder (grantee)


U.S. Department  of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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on the individual RCPP conservation easement deed to be held by ENTITY on the 
Parcel identified in this Parcel Contract.   


4. Third-party Right Holder.—Is a legal entity identified in this Parcel Contract and that
will be identified as a holder of a third-party right or other interest (not a grantee) on
the individual RCPP conservation easement deed to be held by ENTITY on the
Parcel identified in this Parcel Contract.


5. Landowner.—Is a person, legal entity, or Indian Tribe, having current legal
ownership of eligible land and those who may be buying eligible land under a
purchase agreement. The term landowner may include all forms of collective
ownership including joint tenants and tenants-in-common, and includes heirs,
successors, assigns, and anyone claiming under them.


2. PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS


A. NRCS is responsible to complete eligibility determinations for the land, landowner, and
ENTITY.  To remain in compliance with the terms of this Parcel Contract, ENTITY must
provide NRCS sufficient and timely access, information, and documentation to complete
these determinations.


B. ENTITY acknowledges that NRCS requires all current landowners of record, including
required members of landowner-legal entities to:
1. Complete and file Form AD-1026, “Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and


Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification,” or any successor form, and meet the
requirements set forth therein, in accordance with title XII of the Food Security Act
of 1985, as amended.


2. Meet the requirements of, complete, and file Form CCC-941, “Average Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information,” or
any successor form.


3. Complete and file the appropriate Form CCC-902, “Farm Operating Plan” (or
successor form) and supporting documentation, including the required member’s
information if the landowner is a business classified as a legal entity or joint operation
by USDA under 7 CFR Part 1400.


4. Maintain updated information with the Farm Service Agency as provided in 7 CFR
Part 1400.


C. ENTITY and co-holders identified in this Parcel Contract, must maintain current registration
in the Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) and meet the System
for Award Management (SAM) registration requirements or successor registry for the
duration of this Parcel Contract.


3. RCPP PARCEL COST-SHARE CONTRACT


A. The term “Parcel Contract,” as used in this appendix, means the program documents,
including Form NRCS-CPA-1276, the associated Form NRCS-CPA-1277, and as applicable
any Form NRCS-CPA-1278.  Such Parcel Contract sets forth the terms and conditions
additional to the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT for the acquisition of an RCPP
conservation easement on an individual Parcel and receipt of RCPP cost-share assistance for
such acquisition.
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B. Execution of the Parcel Contract represents agreement by ENTITY to acquire an RCPP
Easement on the identified Parcel or an agreed-to substitute Parcel under the terms specified
in this Parcel Contract and the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


C. This Parcel Contract must be executed by an authorized representative of ENTITY, NRCS,
and all identified co-holders.


4. AGREEMENT


ENTITY agrees to—
1. Comply with all terms and conditions, complete all activities, and submit all required


documents to NRCS in accordance with the timelines outlined in this Parcel Contract and
the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


2. Provide NRCS the information necessary to complete and execute the documents that
comprise this Parcel Contract and any modifications or changes thereto.


3. Notify NRCS as soon as possible, generally within 60 days, of any changes in
landownership, provide NRCS the most current evidence of ownership documentation,
and execute a modification on Form NRCS-CPA-1278 as needed to reflect the updated
current ownership.


4. Share responsibility for ensuring the information documented in this Parcel Contract is
accurate and complete.  NRCS may be prohibited from providing RCPP cost-share
assistance if it is determined that the Parcel Contract information is not accurately
reflected at the time of Parcel Contract execution and changes necessary to reflect the
correct information are outside of the scope of the original Parcel Contract.


5. Not undertake any action on the Parcel which tends to defeat the purposes of this Parcel
Contract, as determined by NRCS.


6. Allow NRCS representative or their agent access to the land under Parcel Contract for
the purposes of conducting onsite visits needed to determine eligibility, conduct pre-
acquisition due diligence activities, or complete any required planning activities.


7. Supply records and information, as required by NRCS, to determine compliance with this
Parcel Contract and requirements of the program within 30 days of request.


8. Ensure the RCPP conservation easement deed for the Parcel identified in this Parcel
Contract specifies the agreed-to Conservation Values and satisfies the requirements as
set forth in section VI(A)(5) and VI(A)(6) of the PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY
must:


i. Select on Form NRCS-CPA-1277, or modification thereto using Form NRCS-
CPA-1278, the level of restrictiveness of the RCPP conservation easement deed
and whether the United States will hold a Right of Enforcement.


ii. Attach as an exhibit to such form, a copy of the appropriate set of “RCPP
Minimum Deed Terms” or the entire draft, unexecuted, RCPP conservation
easement deed.


9. Ensure the RCPP easement plan is completed and approved by all required parties as set
forth in section VI(A)12 of the PROGRAM AGREEMENT and this Parcel Contract, and
as specified in the applicable RCPP conservation easement deed terms attached as an
exhibit to this Parcel Contract.
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5. RCPP EASEMENT PLAN


A. ENTITY must ensure the RCPP easement plan meets NRCS standards and specifications or
other applicable industry standards and is developed by ENTITY, NRCS, or other
appropriately qualified party.  ENTITY must ensure the entire RCPP easement plan is
provided to NRCS at least 90 days prior to the planned easement closing date and obtain
NRCS approval of the RCPP easement plan prior to closing.


B. ENTITY acknowledges that if the Parcel contains highly erodible cropland, a highly
erodible land (HEL) conservation plan that meets the requirements of 7 CFR Part 12 must be
developed by NRCS or an NRCS-certified planner, approved by NRCS prior to closing, and
provided to ENTITY and landowner.


C. The RCPP easement plan components and parties responsible for the development thereof
must be identified and agreed-to on Form NRCS-CPA-1277, or modification thereto on Form
NRCS-CPA-1278.


D. ENTITY will ensure NRCS has authorized access to the property and the landowner as
needed to develop, review, or approve plans.


E. Prior to closing on the RCPP Easement, ENTITY will ensure the RCPP easement plan is
signed by the landowner and ENTITY and as required by NRCS.


6. PAYMENTS


A. Based on a determination by NRCS that ENTITY has satisfied the terms and conditions of
this Parcel Contract and the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT and provided the items
identified therein, NRCS may provide the Federal share for the purchase of the RCPP
easement acquired by ENTITY.


B. ENTITY may request payment of the Federal share as reimbursement after closing or as an
advance payment prior to closing of an RCPP conservation easement on the identified Parcel.


C. To obtain reimbursement or an advance payment of the Federal share, ENTITY must submit
a payment request package, which includes Form NRCS-CPA-1280, “Conservation Activity
Approval and Payment Application for Acquisition of RCPP Entity-Held Easement,” and the
accompanying information and documentation required by the form and as identified in the
PROGRAM AGREEMENT and this Parcel Contract.


D. ENTITY may submit the payment request package—
1. Sixty (60) days prior to the planned closing date when a payment is to be issued at closing


(advance payment); or
2. After the RCPP easement has been recorded and the landowners have been paid


(reimbursement).
E. Payment of the Federal share for the purchase of an RCPP easement on a Parcel owned by a


legal entity, general partnership, or joint venture will be reduced by an amount
commensurate with the direct or indirect ownership interest in the legal entity, general
partnership, or joint venture of each person or legal entity determined to be subject to such
reduction based on the average adjusted gross income provisions of 7 CFR Part 1400.


F. NRCS will disburse funds only after verifying that ENTITY has provided all documentation,
certifications, and information required by the terms of this Parcel Contract and the
associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  NRCS will conduct an internal review of the
payment request package in accordance with NRCS easement acquisition internal controls
policy.  The NRCS State office will submit a copy of the payment request package for
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national review and approval for all payments that require national-level review.  For 
advance payments, complete payment request packages for national review must be 
submitted by NRCS at the State level to NRCS NHQ no less than 30 days before the planned 
easement closing date. 


G. NRCS will disburse payment following receipt of a fully complete and correct payment
request package from ENTITY within 60 days.


H. If NRCS provides an advance payment, ENTITY must obtain a receipt for the Federal funds
from the closing agent and provide it to NRCS prior to closing.


I. ENTITY must ensure the closing agent does not hold the Federal funds in escrow for more
than 30 calendar days.  If closing does not occur within 30 calendar days of receipt of the
advance payment, ENTITY must ensure the Federal funds and any interest earned on those
funds while in escrow are returned to NRCS by the 31st calendar day unless otherwise
mutually agreed to by the parties.  ENTITY must ensure that the Federal funds are fully
insured while held in escrow.


J. All payments made as part of this Parcel Contract are reported to the United States Internal
Revenue Service (IRS).  For information related to tax liabilities, it is recommended that
ENTITY consult with a tax professional as needed.


K. Any ENTITY that will receive any share of a payment made for the implementation of this
Parcel Contract must be a signatory on this Parcel Contract and eligible for such payment.
Payments will occur in accordance with the shares to which the parties have agreed as set
forth on Form NRCS-CPA-1277 or in a fully executed modification on Form NRCS-CPA-
1278, signed by all eligible entities.  The Lead Eligible Entity on this Parcel Contract may
sign the easement payment application, Form NRCS-CPA-1280, unless such signature
authority is specifically not granted or assigned.


7. PROVISIONS RELATING TO TENANTS AND LANDLORDS


No payment will be approved if NRCS determines that any of the following conditions exist:
1. The landowner or operator has tenants who have an interest in land with a lease that has


not been properly terminated or modified, and would interfere with ENTITY’s ability to
implement the terms of this Parcel Contract or associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


2. ENTITY or landowner has adopted any other scheme or device for the purpose of
depriving any tenant of any benefits to which such tenant would otherwise be entitled.  If
any such conditions occur or are discovered after payments have been made, all or any
part of the payments, as determined by NRCS, must be refunded according to paragraph
10(B) of this appendix, and no further payments will be made.


8. PARCEL CONTRACT MODIFICATION, CORRECTION, AND CANCELLATION


A. ENTITY and NRCS may modify this Parcel Contract by mutual agreement through the
execution of a Form NRCS-CPA-1278 when—
1. Both the ENTITY and the NRCS State Conservationist agree to the modification;
2. NRCS had determined the modification is consistent with the purposes of the program;


and
3. ENTITY has provided all information needed for the modification and NRCS had


completed all associated eligibility and programmatic determinations.
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B. All modifications must be approved in writing by the authorized NRCS official and
ENTITY.  The Lead Eligible Entity may approve modifications to this Parcel Contract on
behalf of others signatory to this Parcel Contract unless such signature authority is
specifically denied on the Form NRCS-CPA-1276.


C. NRCS may unilaterally cancel this Parcel Contract when the easement acquisition would
cause adverse impacts to significant cultural or environmental resources without mitigation
action unless NRCS and ENTITY modify this Parcel Contract to address such impacts.


D. NRCS reserves the right to correct all errors in entering data or the results of computations in
this Parcel Contract.  If ENTITY does not agree to such corrections, NRCS will terminate
this Parcel Contract.


9. PARCEL CONTRACT TERMINATION


A. If ENTITY fails to carry out the terms and conditions of this Parcel Contract, NRCS may
terminate this Parcel Contract.  NRCS may require ENTITY to refund payments received
under this Parcel Contract.  Refunds will be subject to the provisions in paragraph 10(B) of
this appendix.


B. The NRCS may terminate this Parcel Contract, in whole or in part, without liability, if NRCS
determines that continued operation of this Parcel Contract will result in the violation of a
Federal statute or regulation, if NRCS determines that certain actions undermine the ability
of the land to accomplish the purposes of RCPP, or if NRCS determines that termination
would be in the public interest.  In the event this Parcel Contract is terminated for any reason,
the obligations of the parties will be as set forth in 2 CFR Part 200, “Uniform Administrative
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards.”


C. This Parcel Contract terminates upon dissolution of the ENTITY.
D. NRCS may determine ENTITY is not in violation of this Parcel Contract for failure to


comply with this Parcel Contract if the circumstances for failing to comply were beyond the
control of the ENTITY, including a disaster or related condition, as determined by the
NRCS.


E. Upon death of a landowner, this Parcel Contract will be terminated with no penalty to the
parties to this Parcel Contract unless the landowner, court of appropriate jurisdiction, or
operation of State law, appointed an executor or other estate representative to act on the
landowner’s behalf and such executor or estate representative is determined eligible by
NRCS and identified on the Form NRCS-CPA-1278 or an NRCS-approved substitute parcel
is identified.


F. Nothing in this Parcel Contract will be construed as to limit or condition any right acquired
by the United States under any associated RCPP easement.


10. RECOVERY OF COST


A. The parties agree that NRCS will incur costs in administering this Parcel Contract.  The
parties further agree that in the event ENTITY violates the terms of this Parcel Contract,
ENTITY voluntarily terminates this Parcel Contract before any contractual payments have
been made, or this Parcel Contract is terminated with cause by NRCS, the NRCS is entitled
to be reimbursed for these costs.


B. Collection of amounts due from ENTITY for contract violation, improper payment, or any
other reason will follow procedures of 7 CFR Part 3.  NRCS will notify ENTITY and
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provide the reason for the collection and the amount owed.  Unpaid debts accrue interest due 
to the NRCS beginning 30 days after the billing date at the current value of funds rate 
published in the Federal Register by the United States Department of Treasury. 


11.  PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE  


Within the timeframes established by NRCS, the documents that comprise this Parcel Contract 
must be signed, as identified therein, by an authorized representative of each eligible entity that 
is party to this Parcel Contract, and this NRCS-CPA-1276-Appendix must also be signed by an 
authorized representative of each identified co-holder.  This Parcel Contract is effective when 
signed by ENTITY and then executed by an authorized representative of NRCS.  The contract 
term begins on the date NRCS executes this Parcel Contract as indicated on the Form NRCS-
CPA-1276.  The period of performance must be indicated on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277 or any 
modification thereto, on the Form NRCS-CPA-1278.  This Parcel Contract remains valid until 
such time as the Parcel Contract expiration date is reached unless otherwise cancelled or 
terminated by the parties to this Parcel Contract pursuant to the terms and conditions of this 
Parcel Contract or the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  In the event that a statute is 
enacted during the period of this Parcel Contract which would materially change the terms and 
conditions of this Parcel Contract, the NRCS may require ENTITY to either modify this Parcel 
Contract consistent with the provisions of such statute or agree to Parcel Contract termination.  


12.  GENERAL TERMS 


A. The regulations in 7 CFR Part 1464 for RCPP are incorporated, by reference, herein.  In the 
event of a conflict between these regulations and the terms of this appendix, the provisions of 
the regulations will prevail. 


B. This Parcel Contract must be carried out in accordance with all applicable Federal statutes 
and regulations.  Any ambiguities in this Parcel Contract and questions as to the validity of 
any of its specific provisions will be resolved in favor of NRCS so as to give maximum 
effect to the conservation purposes of this Parcel Contract. 


C. NRCS is administering this Parcel Contract on behalf of CCC.  Therefore, where this Parcel 
Contract refers to “NRCS,” NRCS is acting on CCC’s behalf for the purposes of 
administering this Parcel Contract.  When the term “ENTITY” is used in this Parcel 
Contract, it will be construed to mean all eligible entities identified in this Parcel Contract. 


D. This Parcel Contract is a financial assistance agreement, not a procurement contract.  As 
such, it is not subject to 5 CFR Part 1315, the Prompt Payment Act, and is governed by the 
terms set forth herein.  


13.  CERTIFICATION AND ASSURANCES REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH 
PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (see generally 2 CFR Part 
200, “Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for 
Federal Awards”) 
 
As a condition of this Parcel Contract entered into pursuant to the associated PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT, ENTITY certifies and assures that they are in compliance with and will comply 
in the course of this Parcel Contract and the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT with all 
applicable laws, regulations, Executive orders, and other generally applicable requirements, 
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including those set out in 2 CFR Part 200, applicable to nonprofit institutions, which are hereby 
incorporated into this Parcel Contract by reference, and such other regulatory and statutory 
provisions as are specifically set forth in the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT and herein. 


14. RIGHTS TO APPEAL AND REQUEST EQUITABLE RELIEF


A. ENTITY may appeal an adverse decision under this Parcel Contract in accordance with the
appeal procedures set forth in 7 CFR Part 11, Subpart A, and Part 614.  Pending the
resolution of an appeal, no payments will be made under this Parcel Contract.  Before an
ENTITY seeks judicial review, ENTITY must exhaust all appeal rights granted within these
regulations.


B. ENTITY may also request equitable relief, as provided under 7 U.S.C. Section 7996, and 7
CFR Part 635, with the requirements of that provision.


15. DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE (2 CFR Part 182 and 2 CFR Part 421)


By signing this Parcel Contract, ENTITY certifies that ENTITY will comply with the 
requirements of 2 CFR Part 182 and 2 CFR Part 421.  If it is later determined that ENTITY 
knowingly rendered a false certification or otherwise violated the requirements of the Drug-Free 
Workplace Act, NRCS, in addition to any other remedies available to NRCS under this Parcel 
Contract or associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT or in general to the United States, may take 
action authorized under the Drug-Free Workplace Act. 
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The following ELIGIBLE ENTITIES and Co-Holders, by entering their signatures, 
acknowledge receipt of this Form NRCS-CPA-1276-Appendix and agree to its terms and 
conditions thereof.   


By signing this document, you acknowledge and agree that all the information provided is true 
and accurate on your behalf.  Any false certifications made by signing this Appendix may subject 
the signatory to criminal and civil fraud statutes.  You further acknowledge that you have read 
and accept all terms and conditions provided in this appendix. 


ELIGIBLE ENTITY – SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE  
(All signatory Eligible Entities must be party to the associated Form NRCS-CPA-1281, Program 
Agreement and must be identified on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of Acquisition for 
Easement” and any subsequent Form NRCS-CPA-1278, “Modification of the Schedule of 
Acquisition for Easement,” for this Parcel Contract) 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


CO-HOLDERS – SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 
(All signatory Co-Holders must be signatory to the associated Form NRCS-CPA-1281, Program 
Agreement and must be identified on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of Acquisition for 
Easement” form and any subsequent Form NRCS-CPA-1278, “Modification of the Schedule of 
Acquisition for Easement,” for this Parcel Contract) 
____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDERS – SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED 
REPRESENTATIVE 
(Optional, only required if ENTITY requires Third-Party Right Holders to Sign this appendix) 
(All signatory Third-Party Right holders may be identified on the associated Form NRCS-CPA-
1281, Program Agreement and must be identified on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of 
Acquisition for Easement” and any subsequent Form NRCS-CPA-1278, “Modification of the 
Schedule of Acquisition for Easement,” for this Parcel Contract) 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 
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____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).  
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.   


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact 
the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English. 


To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint 
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information  requested in the form.  To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992.  Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: Program.intake@usda.gov. 


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 



https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer

mailto:Program.intake@usda.gov
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Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) – 
Entity-Held Easement  


PARCEL COST-SHARE CONTRACT 


Lead ELIGIBLE ENTITY on RCPP Program Agreement (Participant): RCPP Program Agreement Number: 


Lead Partner on RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement (PPA): RCPP PPA Number: 


State: Parcel Contract Number: 


This parcel contract is effective on the date signed by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) obligating official and 
extends through March 31, __________ [ENTER YEAR that is 3 fiscal years after the date signed by NRCS], or to March 31 of a 
subsequent fiscal year in accordance with the terms of the above-reference RCPP program agreement and as agreed to by all parties 
through the execution of a valid modification to this parcel contract as described herein. 
1. The undersigned eligible entities (participants) enter into this RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract (Parcel Contract) with the


Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to acquire a conservation easement, as set forth in the above-referenced
Form NRCS-CPA-1281, RCPP Program Agreement on the Parcel identified in the documents that comprise this Parcel
Contract, including the proposed Parcel boundary map. The term “Parties” as used herein refers collectively to NRCS and
the undersigned participants.


2. This Parcel Contract is comprised of this Form NRCS-CPA-1276, “RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract,” and the Form NRCS-
CPA-1276-Appendix and the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-Held Easement,” which are
hereby fully incorporated into this document and are binding upon the participants. The Form NRCS-CPA-1277 may be
modified through the execution of Form NRCS-CPA-1278, “Modification of the Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-
Held Easement,” by both NRCS and the participant and becomes a part of the Parcel Contract when the parties have agreed to
and signed Form NRCS-CPA-1278.


3. NRCS issuance of payment of the Federal share to the participants in the amount identified on Form NRCS-CPA-1277, or
approved modifications thereto on Form NRCS-CPA-1278, will be based on a determination by NRCS that the participants
have satisfied the terms and conditions of this Parcel Contract and above-referenced RCPP Program Agreement.


4. The participants agree to—
A) Identify on this Form NRCS-CPA-1276, all eligible entities (participants) under this Parcel Contract, and to identify one
of the listed eligible entities as a “Lead Eligible Entity” to serve as the primary point of contact to NRCS for the purposes of
administering this Parcel Contract and whose signature is required on all forms associated with this Parcel Contract.
B) Identify on this Form NRCS-CPA-1276, the other eligible entities (participants) whose signatures are required on the
Form NRCS-CPA-1277, and any associated modification thereto on Form NRCS-CPA-1278, and the on the submission of
Form NRCS-CPA-1280, “Conservation Activity Approval and Payment Application for Acquisition of Easements,” to
request payment of the Federal share associated with this Parcel Contract.
C) Obtain all required signatures on the Parcel Contract documents as identified on this Form NRCS-CPA-1276 and Form
NRCS-CPA-1276-Appendix.
D) Comply with the terms and conditions of this Parcel Contract and the above-referenced RCPP Program Agreement,
including providing to NRCS all required items identified therein.


5. PARCEL CONTRACT PARTICIPANTS
(May only be an Eligible Entity that is Party to the RCPP Program Agreement to which this Parcel Contract is associated;
Payment Shares identified below must total 100 percent)


A) Lead ELIGIBLE ENTITY (Participant)


Lead Eligible Entity Name TAX ID 


DUNS 
Eligible Entity Address, Telephone, e-mail 


Payment Shares 
(enter percent)  % 


Signature of Authorized Representative Date 
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B) Additional ELIGIBLE ENTITIES (Participants)
(Attach additional pages as needed)


Eligible Entity Name TAX ID 


DUNS 
Eligible Entity Address, Telephone, e-mail 


Payment Shares 
(enter percent)  % 


Signature of Authorized Representative Date 


Signature required for modifications 
(Form NRCS-CPA-1278)  
(NOTE: This delegation is not applicable for change in 
payment shares made on the Form NRCS-CPA-1278) 


Yes  No 
Signature required for 
payment requests  
(Form NRCS-CPA-1280) 


 Yes No 


Eligible Entity Name TAX ID 


DUNS 


Eligible Entity Address, Telephone, e-mail 
Payment Shares 
(enter percent)  % 


Signature of Authorized Representative Date 


Signature required for modifications 
(Form NRCS-CPA-1278) 
(NOTE: This delegation is not applicable for change in 
payment shares made on the Form NRCS-CPA-1278) 


Yes  No 
Signature required for 
payment requests   
(Form NRCS-CPA-1280) 


 Yes No 


6. NRCS APPROVING OFFICIAL


NRCS State Conservationist Signature Date: 
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PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 


The following statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C 522a). Furnishing this information is 
voluntary; however, failure to furnish correct, complete information will result in the withholding or withdrawal of such technical 
or financial assistance. The information may be furnished to other USDA agencies, the Internal Revenue Service, the Department 
of Justice, or other state or federal law enforcement agencies, or in response to orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative 
tribunal. This information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act under 16 U.S.C. 3801 note and 16 U.S.C. 
3846. 


Non-Discrimination Statement 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the 
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs).  Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be 
made available in languages other than English. 


To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online 
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3)   email: program.intake@usda.gov. 


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 



mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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IDENTIFICATION AND SIGNATURE PAGE  
For  


ALL RCPP PROGRAM AGREEMENT PARTIES: ELIGIBLE ENTITIES and NRCS 
and Possible 


EASEMENT CO-HOLDERS AND THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDERS 


This exhibit defines the roles and identifies the legal entities that may be party to or identified on any individual “RCPP parcel cost-share contract for an 
Entity-Held Easement” (Parcel Contract) that may be entered into pursuant to this NRCS-CPA-1281 “RCPP Program Agreement” (Program Agreement) 
which is a supplemental agreement to the “RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement”.  At a minimum, this exhibit and any amendments thereto must 
be executed as required by an appropriately authorized representative of each legal entity identified as an “eligible entity” or a “co-holder.”  Each Parcel 
Contract associated with this Program Agreement may only identify and be executed by eligible entities or co-holders that are identified on this exhibit 
and have executed this Program Agreement.  The eligible entity and NRCS may agree to attach additional pages to this exhibit to identify additional 
legal entities or to further define and clarify the roles of the legal entities identified on this exhibit to the extent the further definitions and clarifications 
do not conflict with the provisions of the Program Agreement, including all exhibits and attachments, or the terms and conditions of the individual 
Parcel Contracts. 


Section 1: 
ELIGIBLE ENTITY: 
- Is considered a participant in RCPP, and therefore must meet the RCPP eligible entity requirements as an independent1/ or dependent2/ eligible


entity, as defined in this exhibit.  At least one independent eligible entity must be identified on this exhibit.
- Must provide information to the Farm Service Agency (FSA) for entry into the Service Center Information Management System (SCIMS), or


successor tool.
- All eligible entities identified in this exhibit, must have a DUNS number3/ and be registered in SAM4/.
- Through execution of this exhibit, eligible entities identified in this section are considered party to the RCPP Program Agreement.
- Only eligible entities identified in this section may be party to and execute an individual Parcel Contract entered into pursuant to this Program


Agreement as described below:
- “Independent” Eligible Entities.—At least one independent eligible entity that is party to this Program Agreement must be party to and


execute any Parcel Contract associated with this Program Agreement.
- “Dependent” Eligible Entities.—Any dependent eligible entities that are party to this Program Agreement may also be party to and execute


any individual Parcel Contract to which an independent eligible entity is also a party.
- Each eligible entity that is party to an individual Parcel Contract associated with this Program Agreement—


- Must be identified as a holder (grantee) of the conservation easement deed funded through the individual Parcel Contract.
- May receive payment of RCPP cost-share assistance provided by NRCS as the Federal share.


- This Program Agreement may be amended to identify new eligible entities but may not be amended to remove eligible entities.
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ELIGIBLE ENTITY NAME DUNS 
NUMBER 


CHECK ONLY ONE PER 
ELIGIBLE ENTITY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 


INDEPENDENT 
ELIGIBLE 
ENTITY1/: 


DEPENDENT 
ELIGIBLE 
ENTITY 2/: 


WRITTEN NAME 
and POSITION 


SIGNATURE and DATE 


Section 2: 
CO-HOLDER: 
- Is any legal entity identified as a co-holder (grantee) on an individual conservation easement deed that will be held by an eligible entity that is party


to this Program Agreement and identified in section 1 above.p
- Is not considered a participant in RCPP, and therefore is not required to meet the RCPP eligible entity requirements.
- May not receive a direct payment of RCPP cost-share assistance from NRCS, however, is considered a beneficiary of those Federal funds, and


therefore must have a DUNS number3/ and be registered in SAM4/.
- Must provide information to the FSA for entry into the SCIMS, or successor tool.
- This exhibit, or amendments thereto, must identify all legal entities that may serve as a co-holder and must be executed by a sufficiently authorized


representative each legal entity.
- Through execution of this exhibit, or amendments thereto, co-holders acknowledge the terms and conditions of this Program Agreement.
- Any co-holder identified in this section may be identified on and signatory to an individual Parcel Contract associated with this Program


Agreement.
- Each co-holder identified on an individual Parcel Contract:


- Must be identified as a grantee (co-holder) of the conservation easement deed funded through the individual Parcel Contract.
- Must have a sufficiently authorized representative sign the individual Parcel Contract on which that co-holder is identified.


- This Program Agreement must be amended to add any co-holders identified after the execution of this Program Agreement and prior to the
execution of any associated individual Parcel Contracts on which that co-holder is identified.
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CO-HOLDER ENTITY NAME DUNS 
NUMBER 


CHECK ALL THAT MAY APPLY5/ SIGNATURE OF 
AUTHORIZED 


REPRESENTATIVE and 
DATE 


Acqu-
isition 


Enforce-
ment 


Monitoring Funding Third 
Party6/ 


Other 


Section 3: 
THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDER: 
- Is any legal entity identified as a third-party right holder (not a grantee) on an individual conservation easement deed that will be held by an


eligible entity that is party to this Program Agreement and identified in section 1 above.
- Is not considered a participant in RCPP, and therefore is not required to meet the RCPP eligible entity requirements.
- May not receive a direct payment of RCPP cost-share assistance from NRCS, is not considered a beneficiary of those Federal funds, and therefore


is not required to have a DUNS number3/ or be registered in SAM4/.
- This exhibit must identify all legal entities that may serve as a third-party right holder as known at the time of execution of this Program


Agreement.
- The eligible entity may elect to require third-party right holders to sign this exhibit, or amendments thereto, acknowledging they have received a


copy of the terms of the Program Agreement.
- Any legal entity identified as a third-party right holder on this exhibit may be identified on an individual Parcel Contract associated with this


Program Agreement.
- Each third-party right holder (including those not identified in this Exhibit) that will be identified in the conservation easement deed funded through


the individual Parcel Contract:
- Must not be identified as a grantee (co-holder) on the conservation easement deed.
- Must be identified on the conservation easement deed as a holder of a third-party right.
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- Must be identified on the individual Parcel Contract for that Parcel.
- Is not required to sign any Parcel Contracts associated with this Program Agreement unless required by the eligible entity.


- An amendment to this Program Agreement is not required to add third-party right holders identified after the execution or amendment of this
Program Agreement, however all third-party right holders must be identified on the individual Parcel Contracts for the parcels on which the third-
party right holder will be identified in the conservation easement deed.


THIRD-PARTY RIGHT 
HOLDER ENTITY NAME 


DUNS 
NUMBER 
(Optional) 


CHECK ALL THAT MAY APPLY5/ SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED 
REPRESENTATIVE and DATE 


(Optional) 
Acqu-
isition 


Enforce-
ment 


Monitoring Funding Other 


Section 4: Definitions and Requirements 
1/ An INDEPENDENT ELIGIBLE ENTITY means an entity authorized to hold conservation easements that NRCS has determined meets all applicable 
RCPP statutory, regulatory, and policy requirements of an eligible entity, including but not limited to 16 U.S.C. Sections 3871a(4) and 3865a(3) and 7 
CFR Parts 1464 and 1468, and has a land protection program that purchases easements for the purposes of protecting the stated Conservation Values. 
2/ A DEPENDENT ELIGIBLE ENTITY means an entity that NRCS has determined meets all of the RCPP statutory requirements of an eligible entity 
but may not meet one or more of the regulatory or policy requirements at the time the Program Agreement is executed. A dependent eligible entity may 
only be party to a Program Agreement and any associated individual Parcel Contracts to which an independent eligible entity is also party.  
3/ All eligible entities and co-holders must provide and maintain current registration in the Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System 
(DUNS).
4/ All eligible entities and co-holders must meet the central contractor registration requirements through the System for Award Management (SAM) or 
successor registry.  Registration in SAM must be maintained for the duration of the Program Agreement and any associated individual Parcel Contracts. 
Eligible entities and co-holders must renew their SAM registration annually and must not allow their registration to lapse or expire prior to renewal. 
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5/ A co-holder or third-party right holder may assist in the performance of the identified functions; however, the eligible entity retains primary 
responsibility for all functions related to compliance with the terms and conditions of the Program Agreement and associated Parcel Contract, as well as 
the acquisition, monitoring, and enforcement of each RCPP easement acquired pursuant to such Parcel Contracts.  
6/ A legal entity identified in section 2 above as a co-holder, may also identify in section 2 above that they may be a third-party holder for some 
easement transactions, and such legal entity does not also have to be identified in section 3 above.  The role of that legal entity as either a co-holder or a 
third-party holder will be specified on the individual Parcel Contract for the acquisition of the agricultural land easement on the identified parcel.


NRCS Approving Official Signature 
NRCS State Conservationist Signature Date 
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PROGRAM AGREEMENT  
between 


USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) 
and the 


[ELIGIBLE ENTITY or ENTITIES NAME(S)] 
for the 


REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 
ENTITY-HELD EASEMENTS 


This PROGRAM AGREEMENT is entered into by and between the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), on behalf of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC), and the                                                                     (hereinafter, whether 
singular or plural, ENTITY). NRCS and ENTITY are engaged in complementary and compatible 
activities related to purchasing conservation easements to secure the long-term protection of the 
specified conservation values of the land, such as benefits to soil, water, wildlife, agricultural land, and 
related natural resources. These activities are accomplished through the entity-held easement provisions 
of the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). To accomplish these activities, 
financial and technical assistance may be provided by NRCS and ENTITY, whose assistance may 
include qualified contributions from others.  


I. AUTHORITY


NRCS enters this PROGRAM AGREEMENT pursuant to and as a supplement agreement to the RCPP 
Programmatic Partnership Agreement (“the PPA”) #__________________________________________, 
dated ____________________, by and between the USDA NRCS and the 
and under the authorities of the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act, 15 U.S.C. Section 714 et 
seq.; the Regional Conservation Partnership Program, subtitle I of title XII of the Food Security Act of 
1985, as amended by the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018, 16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq. This 
PROGRAM AGREEMENT will be administered in accordance with the policies and procedures set forth 
in the RCPP regulation (7 CFR Part 1464).   


enters this PROGRAM AGREEMENT under the authorities 
of . 


II. BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE


RCPP is a voluntary conservation program that provides authority for NRCS and an eligible 
partner to collaborate on a project that addresses one or more resource concern categories in a 
project area.  The purpose of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT is to supplement the PPA to establish the 
framework by which NRCS and ENTITY may implement the eligible activities necessary to 
acquire entity-held RCPP conservation easements (RCPP easement) that ensure the long-term 
protection of the specified conservation values on eligible land.  The term “Parties” as used herein 
refers collectively to NRCS and ENTITY. 


ENTITY has submitted an entity application for NRCS program assistance through RCPP and has 
been determined by NRCS to meet the statutory and regulatory requirements to participate in RCPP 
as an “eligible entity.”  ENTITY will carry out activities specified in this PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT by working with NRCS and eligible landowners to acquire RCPP easements on lands 
determined by NRCS to 
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be eligible for RCPP.  The land on which an RCPP easement may be acquired is herein referred to 
collectively as “Parcels” or individually as “Parcel.” 


The Parties agree that the principal purpose of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT is to identify, describe, and 
document the Parties’ acknowledgement and agreement of— 


1. The roles and responsibilities of the NRCS and ENTITY related to the acquisition and long-term
stewardship of entity-held RCPP easements.


2. The requirements and limitations for providing and receiving RCPP financial assistance funds
(cost-share) and technical assistance services.


3. The procedures for executing and administering individual “RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contracts”
through which NRCS may provide RCPP cost-share assistance to ENTITY for the purchase of an
RCPP easement on an individual Parcel.


4. The list of eligible entities that are party to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the designation of
the eligible entities that will individually or collectively be party to individual RCPP Parcel Cost-
Share Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


5. The list of potential easement co-holders or third-party right holders that may be identified in an
individual RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract and the associated RCPP conservation easement deed
and the respective roles and responsibilities of such holders.


6. The Conservation Values, based on the conservation benefits and associated project resource
concerns identified in the PPA, that must be specified in the terms of an RCPP easement acquired
pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


7. Supplemental provisions to the framework established in this PROGRAM AGREEMENT included
as an attachment to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and used to identify additional specific
requirements, procedures, roles, and responsibilities as agreed to by NRCS and ENTITY.


III. PROGRAM AGREEMENT AND ASSOCIATED RCPP PARCEL COST-SHARE
CONTRACTS


A. This PROGRAM AGREEMENT will expire on the date identified below, which must be earlier or the
same as the expiration date of the PPA.  ENTITY may submit individual parcel applications to NRCS
for RCPP cost-share assistance for the purchase of an RCPP Easement at any time during the life of the
PROGRAM AGREEMENT. Individual parcel applications associated with this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and determined by NRCS to meet eligibility, enrollment, and prioritization criteria may
be selected for funding by NRCS on a continuous basis or during announced signup and batching
periods.   In the event the PPA expiration date is extended, NRCS and the Entity may, in writing,
mutually agree to extend this PROGRAM AGREEMENT to a date earlier or the same as the expiration
date of the PPA


 Program Agreement Expiration Date:


B. RCPP cost-share assistance (Federal share) for individual Parcels selected for funding will be obligated
and provided through individual RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contracts (Parcel Contract) entered into by
NRCS and ENTITY (see exhibit 3 of this agreement for sample Parcel Contract forms, these are
provided for informational purposes, NRCS will provide the actual Parcel Contract forms appropriate
for the specific transaction type prior to the execution of an individual Parcel Contract).  Individual
Parcel Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT are assured of funding for
the entire length of the approved Parcel Contract in accordance with the terms of the Parcel Contract


RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement Number:________________ 
RCPP Program Agreement Number: ________________ 
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and may continue beyond the expiration date of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  A Parcel Contract 
may not be entered into after the expiration date of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT. 


C. Each Parcel Contract may identify only one Parcel and will document the Parties' agreement to the
Parcel-specific information as required in the Parcel Contract, which includes but is not limited to
identifying: the Conservation Values that will be stated in the RCPP conservation easement deed; the
level of restrictiveness of the RCPP easement as either “highly restrictive”, “moderately restrictive”, or
“minimally restrictive”; whether the United States will acquire and hold a right of enforcement in the
RCPP easement; and the transaction type.


D. The standard expiration date for all individual Parcel Contracts is March 31 of the third fiscal year
following the fiscal year the Parcel Contract is executed.  Prior to expiration of a Parcel Contract and
upon mutual agreement of the Parties through the execution of a modification to an individual Parcel
Contract, a maximum of two individual 12-month extensions may be approved.  No Parcel Contract
may extend beyond March 31 of the fifth fiscal year following the original fiscal year of the Parcel
Contract execution.


E. Upon mutual agreement of the Parties through the execution of a modification to an individual Parcel
Contract during its term, NRCS may allow the substitution of a Parcel at any time, provided that as
determined by NRCS, the substitute Parcel and all of its landowners meet all RCPP eligibility
requirements, the substitute Parcel is of comparable conservation value and is the same enrollment type
as the original Parcel, and sufficient funds are available.


F. Upon modification, completion, expiration, termination, or cancellation of an individual Parcel
Contract, the excess or remaining funds will be deobligated from the individual Parcel Contract.


G. Nothing in this PROGRAM AGREEMENT obligates NRCS or ENTITY to purchase an RCPP
Easement on any Parcel submitted for funding.


IV. FEDERAL SHARE AND NON FEDERAL SHARE REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITATIONS


A. The fair market value of the RCPP Easement must be determined using an appraisal that meets the
appraisal requirements set forth in section VI of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  The resultant fair
market value of the RCPP Easement will be identified in the individual Parcel Contract and used to
establish the amount of the RCPP cost-share assistance that may be provided by NRCS as the Federal
share and the corresponding non-Federal share amount provided by ENTITY for the individual Parcel
as follows:
1. Entity-Held RCPP Easement with US Right of Enforcement.—The Federal share will not exceed


the lesser of 50 percent of the fair market value of the RCPP Easement or the non-Federal share
provided by ENTITY, as described in paragraph B below of this section IV. At the time of
execution of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, ENTITY must agree to provide, for each Entity-
Held RCPP Easement that includes a US Right of Enforcement, a non-Federal share in an amount
at least equivalent to the Federal share.


2. Entity-Held RCPP Easement with no US Right of Enforcement.—In the case of an RCPP Easement
where the United States will not acquire a Right of Enforcement, the Federal share will not exceed
25 percent of the fair market value of the RCPP Easement and the non-Federal share provided by
ENTITY, as described in paragraph B below of this section IV, must comprise the remainder of
the fair market value of the RCPP Easement.  At the time of execution of this PROGRAM
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AGREEMENT, ENTITY must agree to provide for each Entity-Held RCPP Easement with no US 
Right of Enforcement, a non-Federal share that meets the requirements of this section IV.   


B. The non-Federal share for an individual easement may be comprised of one or more of the following
items:
1. ENTITY’s contribution of its own cash resources for payment of easement compensation to the


landowner.
2. A landowner donation toward the easement value in the form of a charitable donation or a qualified


conservation contribution (as defined by section 170(h) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) that
reduces the easement purchase price.


C. On an individual Parcel basis, ENTITY must self-certify on the appropriate Form NRCS-CPA-1279,
“Statement to Confirm Matching Funds” (see attached exhibit or successor form provided by NRCS),
that ENTITY’s contribution of its own cash resources has not come from additional donations,
payments, loans, or fees made by or charged to the Grantor (landowner) of the RCPP easement,
immediate family members of the Grantor (landowner), or organizations controlled by or funded by
the Grantor (landowner), either through formal or informal agreements. ENTITY must provide to
NRCS a completed Form NRCS-CPA-1280 signed by ENTITY and the landowner prior to the
closing of an RCPP easement, or an advance of the Federal share for the purchase of an RCPP
easement, on the Parcel identified in an individual Parcel Contract.  The appropriate version of the
Form NRCS-CPA-1279 must be submitted and must identify the amount and sources of the items
included in the non-Federal share.


V. PAYMENT OF RCPP COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE


A. In order to receive the Federal share for the purchase of an RCPP Easement on the Parcel identified in a
valid Parcel Contract, ENTITY must meet the terms and conditions set forth in this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and the associated Parcel Contract and must provide to NRCS the items identified
therein.


B. Pursuant to the terms of the individual Parcel Contract, ENTITY may request payment of the Federal
share as reimbursement after closing or as an advance payment prior to closing of an RCPP Easement.
If an advance of the Federal share will be requested, ENTITY must submit to NRCS a complete payment
request package, including all required documents, prior to closing on the RCPP Easement.


VI. RESPONSIBILITIES


A. ENTITY Responsibilities:


1. ENTITY will acquire and hold RCPP Easements on eligible land that has eligible landowners as
identified in an individual Parcel Contract consistent with the requirements identified therein and
consistent with the provisions of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY must be identified as
a Grantee (holder) under the terms of the RCPP conservation easement deed.


2. An RCPP conservation easement deed may also include legal entities that are co-holders (identified
as Grantees in the easement deed) or third-party right holders (not identified as Grantees in the
easement deed).  Exhibit 1 to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT specifies the requirements,
limitations, roles, and responsibilities of co-holders or third-party right holders.  ENTITY must list
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on exhibit 1 the legal entities that may be identified as a co-holder or third-party right holder on any 
RCPP conservation easement deed that may be acquired pursuant to a Parcel Contract executed 
under this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY must list the specific co-holders or third-party 
right holders for an individual Parcel on the individual Parcel Contract and obtain any required 
signatures from a sufficiently authorized representative of the legal entity as follows:  


i. All potential co-holders must be listed on and must sign exhibit 1 to this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and any individual Parcel Contracts for Parcels on which the co-holder will be
identified in the RCPP conservation easement deed.  ENTITY will list the potential co-holders
and obtain required signatures on exhibit 1 at the time of execution of this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT or through a subsequent amendment to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT to
update exhibit 1, prior to the execution of an individual Parcel Contract or modification thereto
that identifies the listed co-holder.


ii. ENTITY will list all potential third-party right holders on exhibit 1, as known at the time of
execution of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  An amendment to this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT to update exhibit 1 is not required to list subsequently identified third-party right
holders.  All third-party right holders must be identified on the individual Parcel Contracts for
Parcels on which the third-party right holder will be identified in the RCPP conservation
easement deed.  Third-party right holders may be required to sign exhibit 1 of this agreement or
individual Program Contracts at ENTITY discretion.


3. ENTITY must maintain current registration in the Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering
System (DUNS) and meet the System for Award Management (SAM) registration requirements or
successor registry for the duration of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and any active Parcel
Contracts executed pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  These DUNS and SAM
registration requirements also apply to all legal entities identified as co-holders (Grantees) in exhibit
1.


4. The landowner is identified as the Grantor under the terms of the RCPP conservation easement deed.
ENTITY must notify NRCS as soon as possible if there is a change in landownership after the
individual Parcel Contract is executed and prior to closing on the easement.  Changes to
landownership that occur prior to closing on the RCPP easement must be documented through the
execution of a modification to the Parcel Contract.


5. ENTITY must ensure that the RCPP easements acquired with RCPP cost-share assistance provided
by NRCS through a Parcel Contract and the RCPP conservation easement deeds satisfy the
requirements listed in items (i) through (xi) below and in paragraph (6) below:


i. Are conveyed for the purpose of the restoration, protection, enhancement, management,
maintenance, and monitoring of the Conservation Values as stated in the RCPP conservation
easement deed (Exhibit 4 to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT provides the Conservation
Values that may be identified in an individual RCPP easement acquired pursuant to this
PROGRAM AGREEMENT).


ii. Include terms that set forth the allowable uses, limitations on use, prohibitions, and specific
protections at a level of restrictiveness that ensures RCPP easement will effectively protect
the stated Conservation Values and accomplish the purposes for which the RCPP easement is
being acquired.  Include any additional provisions needed to address the attributes for which
a parcel was ranked and selected for funding.


iii. Include terms that set forth requirements related to the development, update, approval, and as
applicable, enforcement, of the RCPP easement plan.
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iv. Run with the land in perpetuity or where State law prohibits or does not authorize a permanent
easement, for the maximum duration allowed under State law;


v. Provide for the effective administration, management, annual monitoring, and enforcement
of the RCPP Easement by ENTITY or its successors and assigns; and


vi. Permit effective enforcement of the conservation purposes of such easements;
vii. Include an indemnification clause requiring the landowner to indemnify and hold harmless


the United States from any liability arising from or related to the property enrolled in RCPP.
viii. Include  clauses requiring that any changes to the easement deed or easement area made after


easement recordation, including any amendment to the easement deed, any subordination of
the terms of the easement, or any modifications, exchanges, or terminations of some or all of
the easement area, must be consistent with the purposes of the RCPP conservation easement
and must be approved by NRCS and the easement holder in accordance with 7 CFR Section
1464.32 and 7 CFR Section 1468.6 prior to recordation or else the action is null and void.


ix. Address the disposition of the RCPP easement and the Federal share in the event the RCPP
easement is ever extinguished, terminated, or condemned in whole or in part;


x. For RCPP Easements in which the United States will hold a right of enforcement, include the
US right of enforcement clause as set forth in the appropriate version of the RCPP Minimum
Deed Terms addendum.


xi. For RCPP easements acquired pursuant to an RCPP PPA through an alternative funding
arrangement (AFA), ENTITY must attach or incorporate the RCPP minimum deed terms as
described in paragraph 6 to the RCPP conservation easement deed below or must address the
minimum deed requirements provided as exhibit 5 to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT in its
RCPP conservation easement deed.


6. ENTITY is authorized to use its own terms and conditions in the RCPP conservation easement
deeds so long as the RCPP conservation easement deed contains the “RCPP Minimum Deed Terms”
as stated in the appropriate version of the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum.  Prior to
executing an individual Parcel Contract, ENTITY and NRCS, will determine which RCPP
Minimum Deed Terms addendum is most appropriate to achieve the identified RCPP project
purposes on a particular property.  The RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum that must be used
corresponds to the level of restrictiveness of the RCPP easement as identified in the individual Parcel
Contract.  The entirety of the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum must be either executed and
attached as an exhibit to the RCPP conservation easement deed or incorporated into the body of the
RCPP conservation easement deed.  ENTITY’s own terms and conditions in the deed may not alter
or defeat the intent, purpose, or effective enforcement by the Parties of the RCPP Minimum Deed
Terms, RCPP, or the RCPP Easements acquired pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


i. The terms of the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum, whether attached as an exhibit to
the RCPP conservation easement deed or incorporated into the body of the RCPP conservation
easement deed, must not be modified except for appropriate formatting changes, selecting
options, removing instructional provisions, and substituting, as needed, the defined terms for
the RCPP conservation easement deed, baseline documentation report, Protected Property,
and the Parties.


ii. If the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms are attached as an exhibit to the RCPP conservation
easement deed, the paragraph below, or equivalent paragraph contained in the version of the
RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum attached as an exhibit to an individual Parcel
Contract, is inserted at the bottom of the RCPP conservation easement deed:
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This Conservation Easement is acquired with funds provided, in part, under the Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program, (RCPP) (16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et. Seq. and 7 CFR 
part 1464).  The EXHIBIT ____ is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference and 
will run with the land [SELECT ONE: in perpetuity OR for the maximum duration allowed 
under applicable State law].  As required by the RCPP, and as a condition of receiving RCPP 
funds, all present and future use of the Protected Property identified in EXHIBIT______ 
(legal description or survey) is and will remain subject to the terms and conditions described 
forthwith in this Addendum entitled RCPP Minimum Deed Terms in EXHIBIT_______ that 
is appended to and made a part of this easement deed. [INSERT IN RCPP EASEMENT 
DEEDS THAT INCLUDE THE US RIGHT OF ENFORCEMENT: The rights of the United 
States acquired under this Conservation Easement shall be unaffected by any subsequent 
amendments or repeal of the RCPP.]   


iii. If ENTITY, chooses to incorporate the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms into the body of the
RCPP conservation easement deed, then the terms in Section I and Section II of the RCPP
Minimum Deed Terms addendum must be incorporated into the body of the Eligible Entity’s 
RCPP conservation easement deed unmodified except as described in paragraph i above. In 
addition, the following paragraphs must be included in the RCPP conservation easement deed: 


a. [For RCPP Easements in which the United States will hold a right of
enforcement, include the following in the Granting Clause after Grantor and
Grantee] “and with a right of enforcement to the United States of America (the
United States), acting by and through the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) on behalf of the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC).  The rights of the United States acquired
under this [INSERT TERM FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT] shall be
unaffected by any subsequent amendments or repeal of the Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP) (16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq. and 7 CFR part
1464).”


b. [Include in Recitals] “This [INSERT TERM FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT]
is acquired with funds provided, in part, under the Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP) (16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq. and 7 CFR part
1464). As required by the RCPP, and as a condition of receiving RCPP funds, all
present and future use of the [INSERT TERM FOR EASEMENT PROPERTY]
identified in EXHIBIT ___ (legal description or survey) is and will remain subject
to the terms and conditions described in this [INSERT TERM FOR
CONSERVATION EASEMENT]  and will run with the land [SELECT ONE: in
perpetuity OR for the maximum duration allowed under applicable State law].”


c. [Include in Recitals] “The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (16
U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq.,) facilitated and provided funding for the purchase of
this [INSERT TERM FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT]  to further the
restoration, protection, enhancement, management, maintenance, and monitoring
of [IDENTIFY THE CONSERVATION VALUES HERE:
________________________________ ] on the Protected Property (the
“Conservation Values”). The [LANDOWNER NAMES] (collectively
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“Grantor”), the [QUALIFIED ENTITY NAMES] (collectively “Grantee”), and 
the United States of America (the “United States”) and its assigns, acting by and 
through the United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS”) on behalf of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (“CCC”) (jointly referred to as the “Parties”) acknowledge that the 
[INSERT TERM FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT] is acquired by the Grantee 
for the purpose of the restoration, protection, enhancement, management, 
maintenance, and monitoring of the Conservation Values (the “purposes of the 
Conservation Easement”).”    


d. [Include in Recitals or Body] “Baseline conditions of the [INSERT TERM FOR
EASEMENT PROPERTY] Property are set forth in a Baseline Documentation
Report, a copy of which is [SELECT ONE: appended to this easement deed OR
maintained in the files of the Grantee].”


iv. ENTITY must provide to NRCS a copy of the draft, unexecuted RCPP conservation easement
deed and all exhibits, including the legal description, map or survey of the parcel, at least 90
days before the appraisal to determine the Fair Market Value of the easement is commenced.
NRCS NHQ must review and approve each RCPP conservation easement deed prior to
ENTITY requesting an advance of the Federal share or closing on an RCPP easement.  If the
RCPP conservation easement deed is substantively changed after the appraisal is completed,
and those changes could potentially impact the fair market value of the easement, NRCS may
require the ENTITY to obtain a new or supplemental appraisal based on the revised RCPP
conservation easement deed.   In addition to ensuring compliance with the requirements in
Section VI(A)(5) and (6), NRCS NHQ will also review the deed to ensure that the
Conservation Values in the RCPP conservation easement deed are consistent with the
Conservation Values attached to this Program Agreement.


7. NRCS may require adjustments to the provisions identified in section VI(A)(5) above and require
the addition of other provisions if NRCS determines that they are necessary to meet the purposes of
the RCPP project as set forth in the PPA and protect the conservation values of the Protected
Property.


8. ENTITY must perform necessary legal and administrative actions to ensure proper acquisition and
recordation of valid RCPP Easements.


9. ENTITY must pay all costs of RCPP Easement acquisition and must operate and manage each RCPP
Easement in accordance with its easement program, this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, the terms of
the individual Parcel Contract, 16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq., and 7 CFR Part 1464.  NRCS will
have no responsibility for the costs or management of the RCPP Easements purchased by ENTITY.


10. NRCS will not be responsible for any costs, damages, claims, liabilities, and judgments arising from
past, present, and future acts or omissions of ENTITY in connection with its acquisition or
management of the RCPP Easements acquired pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and
associated, fully executed Parcel Contracts.  This includes but is not limited to acts and omissions
of ENTITY agents, successors, assigns, employees, contractors, or lessees that result in violations
of any laws and regulations that are now or that may in the future become applicable.


11. ENTITY must prepare a baseline documentation report documenting the condition of each Parcel
as of the time the RCPP Easement is acquired and include a completed baseline documentation
report in the payment request package submitted to NRCS pursuant to the terms of the individual
Parcel Contract.  ENTITY must also provide NRCS a draft baseline documentation report at least
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90 days before the planned closing date of the RCPP Easement.  The baseline documentation report 
must contain maps, full descriptions, and pictures of— 


i. the Parcel location;
ii. existing structures and infrastructure, including utility lines, barns, sheds, corrals, fences,


ponds, watering facilities, and waste storage facilities;
iii. land use, land cover and its condition, including as applicable, but not limited to, wetlands,


crops and crop rotations or for grasslands, the condition of the grassland, pasture, range, hay
or forest lands, and animal inventories;


iv. any problem areas;
v. any special features or resource concerns, including the Conservation Values, for which the


Parcel is being protected;
vi. as applicable, irrigation rights and volume of irrigation water rights to be retained for the


easement, and
vii. any critical nesting habitat and the associated nesting seasons for grassland-dependent birds


whose populations are in significant decline.


12. ENTITY must ensure the completion of an RCPP easement plan for all RCPP easements that are
highly restrictive (e.g., uses limited to protection of conservation values) or moderately restrictive
(e.g.,  conservation use with compatible agricultural uses) and as required or agreed-to for RCPP
easements that are minimally restrictive (e.g., agricultural use).  The RCPP easement plan must:


i. Describe the Conservation Values and identify natural resource concerns on the Parcel.
ii. Describe the conservation activities, measures, practices, and land uses that may be


implemented to restore, protect, enhance, maintain, manage, and monitor the Conservation
Values, address the identified resource concerns, and promote the long-term viability of the
land to meet the purposes of the RCPP easement.


iii. Identify, as applicable, permissible and prohibited activities and any associated restoration
plans.


iv. Be comprised of the appropriate component plans based on the attributes of the Parcel and
as specified in the terms of the RCPP conservation easement deed terms attached to the
individual Parcel Contract.


v. For any portion of a Parcel that contains highly erodible cropland, include a highly erodible
land (HEL) conservation plan that meets the requirements of 7 CFR Part 12 and is developed
by NRCS or an NRCS-certified planner and approved by NRCS prior to closing.


vi. Be updated in the event the uses or ownership of the Parcel change.
vii. As specified in the terms of the RCPP conservation easement deed, be reviewed, approved,


and signed by the landowner and ENTITY, and NRCS prior to easement closing and again
upon subsequent revision after easement closing.


13. In acquiring RCPP Easements, ENTITY must ensure that the title to the lands or interests therein
will be unencumbered or that outstanding or reserved interests are subordinated to the RCPP
Easement. ENTITY and NRCS must review the title commitment to ensure there are no
encumbrances that would allow uses of the property that are not acceptable to ENTITY or NRCS.
ENTITY must provide NRCS a copy of the title commitment, including a copy of documents to
support each title exception, a summary of ENTITY title review findings, and any other requested
documentation related to title at least 90 days before the planned easement closing date.  ENTITY
must also identify and consider unrecorded interests in the Parcel to ensure there are no unrecorded
rights, title, or interests in the property that are not acceptable to ENTITY or NRCS.  Any exceptions
to the requirement to remove or subordinate outstanding or reserved interests must be consistent
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with this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, 16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq., and applicable regulations, 
and approved by NRCS and documented on Form NRCS-LTP-23, “Certificate of Use and Consent” 
(or successor form). 


14. ENTITY must secure proper title evidence and insurance using an American Land Title
Association (ALTA) Owner’s Policy with ENTITY listed as the insured on the policy and the policy
issued for at least the full amount of the RCPP Easement purchase price.


15. ENTITY must obtain a determination of the fair market value of the RCPP Easement for each
Parcel at its own cost through an individual appraisal of the Parcel.  Individual appraisals must be
conducted by a State-certified general appraiser and must conform to the NRCS Appraisal
Specifications provided as Exhibit 2 to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the Uniform Standards
of Professional Appraisals Practices (USPAP).  The effective date of the appraised value must be no
earlier than 6 months prior to the date the individual Parcel Contract is executed for the individual
Parcel, or no earlier than 6 months prior to the date the individual Parcel Contract is modified to
identify a substitute Parcel, and prior to the closing date of the RCPP Easement.


16. ENTITY must provide the appraiser the NRCS appraisal specifications (Exhibit 2) and all of the
items required to be provided by ENTITY as identified in the NRCS appraisal specifications.
ENTITY must receive a separate appraisal report for each Parcel with an executed Parcel Contract.
Under no circumstances may ENTITY allow the landowner to approve or disapprove of the
appraiser selected to prepare the appraisal report.  The landowner may not be listed as the client.
ENTITY must provide NRCS a completed appraisal report at least 90 days before the planned
closing of the RCPP Easement so that NRCS may conduct a technical review of the appraisal.
ENTITY may not close the RCPP Easement until the technical reviewer, and, as applicable, NRCS,
approves the appraisal report.


17. ENTITY may close on the RCPP Easement on a Parcel identified in the individual Parcel Contract,
only after ENTITY has received the NRCS-signed Form NRCS-CPA-1279, “Statement to Confirm
Matching Funds,” and only after ENTITY has been notified that NRCS has completed its reviews
as identified in section VI(B) below and has received from NRCS the “NRCS Approval to Proceed
with RCPP Conservation Easement Acquisition” letter.  If ENTITY closes an RCPP Easement prior
to the receipt of these documents from NRCS, NRCS may decline to provide the Federal share for
the RCPP Easement and may terminate the individual Parcel Contract.   Due to Federal fiscal year-
end accounting and reporting requirements, if possible, ENTITY should avoid closing on an RCPP
easement between the dates of August 15 and September 30 and must notify NRCS immediately of
any RCPP easements closed during this period.


18. ENTITY must provide NRCS a copy of the final recorded RCPP conservation easement deed and
all exhibits, including the legal description or survey, a copy of the final policy of title insurance,
and any associated title clearance documents (e.g. recorded subordination agreements), within 30
days of easement recordation or request for reimbursement, whichever is sooner.


19. ENTITY may not use RCPP funds to acquire an easement on a property in which ENTITY’s
employee or board member, with decision-making involvement in easement acquisition and
management matters, has a property interest or whose immediate family member or household
member has a property interest. ENTITY agrees to conduct itself in a manner so as to protect the
integrity of the RCPP Easements it holds and avoid the appearance of impropriety or actual conflicts
of interest in its acquisition and management of RCPP Easements.


20. ENTITY may not at any time, when ENTITY holds title to the RCPP Easement, seek to acquire
the remaining fee interest in the Parcel.  Likewise, if ENTITY enters into an agreement with another
entity to manage or monitor the RCPP Easement, and that entity seeks to acquire the underlying fee,
ENTITY agrees to terminate immediately such agreement and arrange for an uninterested party to
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manage or monitor the Parcel. No individual eligible entity identified in exhibit 1 to this PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT may at any time hold the RCPP easement and the remaining fee interest in the Parcel. 


21. ENTITY must implement easement enforcement procedures when a violation of the RCPP
Easement, or as applicable, the RCPP easement plan, is identified by or reported to ENTITY.
ENTITY enforcement procedures resulting from a violation of an HEL conservation plan may only
be initiated after all administrative and appeal rights have been exhausted by the landowner in
accordance with 7 CFR Part 12 and 7 CFR Part 614.


22. ENTITY must submit a list of all successfully closed easements on Parcels funded through
individual Parcel Contracts associated with this PROGRAM AGREEMENT within 30 days of the
closing date of the last Parcel.


23. At a minimum, ENTITY must monitor every RCPP Easement on an annual basis to ensure and
document compliance with the easement deed provisions and as applicable, RCPP plan provisions.
If the United States holds a right of enforcement, ENTITY must submit to NRCS the annual
monitoring report each year.


24. For the entire term of this agreement and any associated Parcel Contracts, nongovernmental
organizations must continue to meet the requirements as an eligible entity pursuant to 7 CFR Section
1464.5 including meeting the definition of nongovernmental organization in 7 CFR Section 1468.3.


25. This paragraph and paragraphs 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23  of this section VI(A) will
survive the closing of the RCPP Easement and the termination or expiration of this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT.


B. NRCS Responsibilities:


1. The United States, by and through NRCS, will announce funding availability, application batching
periods, publish ranking criteria, and select eligible applications for funding in accordance with
published procedures.


2. NRCS will review Parcel applications submitted by ENTITY, determine land and landowner
eligibility, rank eligible applications, obtain and review a hazardous materials record search, conduct
onsite visits, and obligate funds for individual Parcels selected for funding through the execution of
individual Parcel Contracts.  NRCS will prepare the individual Parcel Contract documents or
modifications thereto, for review and execution by all required Parties.


3. NRCS staff may provide their technical assistance to develop HEL conservation plans, and to the
extent its resources allow, be available to assist ENTITY in the development of other components
of an RCPP easement plan.  NRCS review and approval of the RCPP easement plan prior to closing
on the RCPP easement is required as set forth in the terms of the individual Parcel Contract.


4. After the required materials have been submitted by ENTITY and prior to closing on the RCPP
Easement, NRCS will pursuant to the terms of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the individual
Parcel Contract —


i. Review the RCPP conservation easement deed and associated deed exhibits to ensure the
requirements set forth in this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the individual Parcel Contract
are met and provide ENTITY any approval instructions or items requiring resolution;


ii. Review the title documents submitted by ENTITY, complete a Form NRCS-CPA-23,
“Certificate of Use and Consent” (or successor form), and provide the findings to ENTITY
for information or remedy as necessary;


iii. Conduct a technical review of the appraisal submitted by ENTITY and provide the findings
to ENTITY for information or resolution as necessary;


iv. Review the RCPP easement plan and identify any items for resolution to ENTITY;
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v. Review the draft baseline documentation report provided by ENTITY and notify ENTITY
if additional information is needed;


vi. Review and provide notice of determination on any waiver requests submitted by ENTITY
in accordance with RCPP regulations and policy; and


vii. After NRCS reviews are completed and the materials are determined acceptable, provide
ENTITY with an “NRCS Approval to Proceed with the RCPP Conservation Easement
Acquisition” letter and the NRCS-signed Form NRCS-CPA-1279, “Statement to Confirm
Matching Funds for RCPP.”


5. If ENTITY requests an advance payment of the Federal share, NRCS will provide ENTITY a copy
of the “NRCS Closing Agent Requirements” to be signed and returned to NRCS.


6. Prior to NRCS disbursement of funds, the NRCS State Conservationist will verify that ENTITY
has provided all documentation, certifications, and information required by sections IV, V, and
VI(A) above and as identified in the individual Parcel Contract.  Additionally, NRCS will conduct
an internal review of the payment request package in accordance with the terms of this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and the individual Parcel Contract and NRCS easement acquisition internal controls
policy.


7. NRCS will certify payment and disburse funds, for Parcels with a valid, executed Parcel Contract
when ENTITY has submitted all required documents and requested payment prior to the expiration
date of the individual Parcel Contract and consistent with the requirements of this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and the terms of the Parcel Contract.


8. NRCS will review the annual monitoring reports provided by ENTITY to ensure monitoring is
conducted annually and reports are sufficient and submitted to NRCS annually for every NRCS-
funded conservation easement held by ENTITY in which the United States holds a right of
enforcement.


VII. PUBLIC INFORMATION


A. ENTITY agrees to acknowledge NRCS cost-share assistance in any public outreach materials or events
related to RCPP Easements acquired under the framework of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and to
provide draft copies of such information to the NRCS State office for review and comment before public
release.


B. ENTITY agrees to comply with NRCS guidelines and requirements regarding the disclosure of
information protected under section 1244 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. Section 3844)
and section 1619 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. Section 8791).


VIII. GENERAL PROVISIONS


A. It is the intent of NRCS to fulfill its responsibilities under this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and specific
obligations made in any individual Parcel Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT. However, NRCS may not make commitments in excess of funds authorized by law or
made administratively available.  If NRCS is unable to fulfill its responsibilities under this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT or specific obligations made in any associated, valid Parcel Contracts because of the
unavailability of funds, the affected Parcel Contracts will automatically terminate, and this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT may also be terminated.


B. No assignment, in whole or in part, will be made of any right or obligation under this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT without the joint approval of both NRCS and ENTITY.  Nothing herein will preclude
NRCS or ENTITY from entering into other mutually acceptable arrangements or agreements, except as
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identified in section VI(A)(19) and (20) of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  Such documents must be 
in writing, must reference this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, and must be maintained as part of the official 
PROGRAM AGREEMENT file. 


C. This PROGRAM AGREEMENT may only be amended or modified by written amendment signed by
the authorized officials of the NRCS and ENTITY.


D. ENTITY agrees to give the NRCS, the Office of the Inspector General, or the Comptroller General,
through any authorized representative, access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or
documents related to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or any individual Parcel Contracts entered into
pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY agrees to retain all records related to this
PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated Parcel Contracts, as applicable, for a period of three years
after completion of the terms of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, in accordance with the applicable
Office of Management and Budget circular.


E. NRCS may terminate this PROGRAM AGREEMENT if NRCS determines that ENTITY has failed to
comply with the provisions of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or if it determines that it is in the best
interests of the Federal Government to terminate.


F. If any recipient of Federal funds through the Parcel Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT fails to comply with the terms and conditions of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or
such Parcel Contracts, NRCS reserves the right to wholly or partially recapture funds provided under
such Parcel Contracts in accordance with applicable regulations.


G. Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters – Primary Covered
Transactions (7 CFR Part 1407, as applicable)
1. By executing this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, ENTITY certifies that, to the best of ENTITY’s


knowledge and belief, ENTITY and his or her principals—
i. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or


voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal Department or agency;
ii. Have not had, within the 3-year period preceding this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, a criminal


conviction or civil judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud in connection
with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local
government) contract, including violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission
of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false
statements, or receiving stolen property;


iii. Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental
entity (Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses set forth above in
paragraph G(1)(ii) of this certification; and


iv. Have not within the 3-year period preceding this PROGRAM AGREEMENT had one or more
public contracts (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default.


2. If ENTITY is unable to certify to any of the statements set forth in section VIII(G)(1) above,
ENTITY must attach an explanation to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY must notify
NRCS immediately if the circumstances supporting certification of any of such statements change
or ENTITY may incur additional liability or penalties in accordance with applicable law.


H. Misrepresentation and Scheme or Device
1. An ENTITY who is determined to have erroneously represented any fact affecting a determination


with respect to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or any individual RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract
executed pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the regulations applicable to such
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PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated Parcel Contract, adopted any scheme or device which 
tends to defeat the purposes of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated Parcel Contract, or 
made any fraudulent representation with respect to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated 
Parcel Contract, will not be entitled to payments or any other benefits made under any individual 
Parcel Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY must refund 
to NRCS all payment received under affected Parcel Contracts executed pursuant to this PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT.  In addition, NRCS may terminate ENTITY’s interest in all Parcel Contracts.  


2. NRCS will charge interest on monies it determines to be due and owing to NRCS under this
PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated Parcel Contracts.  Under debt collection procedures,
unpaid bills accrue interest beginning 30 days after the billing date.  The interest rate will be
determined using the current value of funds rate, published annually in the Federal Register by the
United States Department of the Treasury.


3. The provisions of this section VIII(H) above will be applicable in addition to any other criminal and
civil fraud statutes.


XII. EXHIBITS


Exhibit 1 – Signature Page with List of Eligible Entities, and Potential Co-Holders and Third-Party Right 
Holders 
Exhibit 2 – Appraisal – NRCS Specifications and Scope of Work for Appraisals of Real Property for the 
Conservation Easement component of RCPP 
Exhibit 3 – Sample “RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract” for individual Parcel acquisition including: 


a. Form NRCS-CPA-1276, “RCPP Entity-Held Easement Parcel Cost-Share Contract”
b. Form NRCS-CPA-1276-Appendix, “Appendix to the RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract”
c. Form NRCS-CPA-1277, Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-Held Easements
d. Form NRCS-CPA-1278, Modification of the Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-


Held Easements
Exhibit 4 – Statement of Conservation Values 
Exhibit 5 – RCPP Minimum Deed Requirements - AFA 


RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement Number:________________ 
RCPP Program Agreement Number: ________________ 





		Programmatic Partnership Agreement the PPA: 

		dated: 

		NRCS Representative Initial: 

		Entity Representative Initial: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_2: 

		Entity Representative Initial_2: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_3: 

		Entity Representative Initial_3: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_4: 

		Entity Representative Initial_4: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_5: 

		Entity Representative Initial_5: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_6: 

		Entity Representative Initial_6: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_7: 

		Entity Representative Initial_7: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_8: 

		Entity Representative Initial_8: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_9: 

		Entity Representative Initial_9: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_10: 

		Entity Representative Initial_10: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_11: 

		Entity Representative Initial_11: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_12: 

		Entity Representative Initial_12: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_13: 

		Entity Representative Initial_13: 

		NRCS Representative Initial_14: 

		Entity Representative Initial_14: 

		Clear Form: 

		Text2: [ENTER ELIGILBLE ENTITY or ENTITY NAMES]

		Text3: [Eligible Entity or name of Lead Partner on PPA if different than Eligible Entity] 

		Text5: [ENTITY or ENTITIES NAME(s)]

		Text6: [Insert charter or statutory authority]

		Text10: [Enter Date not to exceed PPA expiration date]

		RCPP Programmatic: 

		RCPP Program Agreement Number: 
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FY24 REQUIRED ACEP APPLICATION AND FILE NAME CHECKLIST  
ENTITY WITHOUT A PROGRAM AGREEMENT 


 
 
NRCS CPA-41, “ENTITY APPLICATION FOR AN AGRICULTURAL LAND EASEMENT AGREEMENT 


File Name: (1) CPA-41 
 
ENTITY’S AUTHORITY TO PURCHASE AND HOLD AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 


File Name: (2) Purchase and Hold 
 
DOCUMENT OF ENTITY’S COMMITMENT OF CONSERVATION OF AGRICULTURAL LANDS 


File Name: (3) Commitment to Conserve 
 
DOCUMENT OF ENTITY’S AUTHORITY, CAPABILITY TO ACQUIRE, MANAGE, AND ENFORCE  


File Name: (4) Authority Acquire Manage Enforce 
 
DOCUMENT ENTITY’S STAFF DEDICATED TO MONITORING AND STEWARDSHIP 


    File Name: (5) Staff 
 
DOCUMENT ENTITY ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION, OPERATING or TRUST AGREEMENT 


File Name: (6) AOI 
  
PROOF OF ENTITY SIGNATURE AUTHORITY 


File Name: (7) Entity Sign Auth 
 
DOCUMENT FROM SAM.GOV REGISTRATION MUST BE CURRENT AND ACTIVE 


File Name: (8) Sams 
 
SF-1199A, ENTITY DIRECT DEPOSIT FORM  


File Name: (9) SF-1199a 
 


ENTITY WITH A PROGRAM AGREEMENT 
 
PROOF OF ENTITY SIGNATURE AUTHORITY 


File Name: (10) Entity Sign Authority 
 
DOCUMENT FROM SAM.GOV REGISTRATION MUST BE CURRENT AND ACTIVE 


File Name: (11) Sams 
 
SF-1199A, ENTITY DIRECT DEPOSIT FORM  


File Name: (12) SF-1199a 
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REQUIRED LANDOWNER ELIGIBILITY DOCUMENTS 
 
CCC-902, FARM OPERATING PLAN  


File Name: (13) CCC-902 
 
CCC-941, AVERAGE ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME (AGI) CERTIFICATION AND CONSENT TO DISCLOSURE 
OF TAX INFORMATION 


File Name: (14) CCC-941 
 
AD-1026, HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND CONSERVATION AND WETLAND CONSERVATION 


File Name: (15) AD-1026 
 
PROOF OF SIGNATURE AUTHORITY 
   File Name: (16) Landowner Sign Auth 
 
FSA Subsidiary Print Showing Landowner Eligibility En�ty, All En�ty Members and Individuals 
  File Name: (17) Landowner FSA Sub 
 


REQUIRED LAND ELIGIBILITY DOCUMENTS 
 
NRCS CPA-41A: PARCEL APPLICATION FOR AN AGRICULTURAL LAND EASEMENT AGREEMENT 
  File Name: (18) CPA41A 
 
WRITTEN PENDING OFFER  
  File Name: (19) Pend Offer 
 
COPIES OF ALL DEEDS  


           Highlight deed with boundaries of land being offered. 
     File Name (20) Deed 
 


REQUIRED MAP ELIGIBILITY DOCUMENTS 
 
Location Map 


File Name (21) Location Map 
 
Easement Offer and Parcel Boundary 


File Name (22) Offer Parcel Map 
 
County Tax Parcel Map 


File Name (23) Tax Map 
 
Impervious Surface Map 


File Name (24) Impervious Map 
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REQUIRED MAP ELIGIBILITY DOCUMENTS (CONT) 
 
Soils Map 
 File Name (25) Soils Map 
 
Land Use Map 
 File Name (26) Land Use Map 
 
GIS Shape File of Easement Boundary 
 File Name (27) GIS 
 
Narrative Statements 
 File Name (28) Narrative  
 
Exclusions and Building Envelopes 
 File Name (2 Exclusion Building 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 
 





		NRCS CPA-41, “ENTITY APPLICATION FOR AN AGRICULTURAL LAND EASEMENT AGREEMENT

		File Name: (1) CPA-41

		ENTITY’S AUTHORITY TO PURCHASE AND HOLD AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION EASEMENTS

		File Name: (2) Purchase and Hold






1  


 
 


Use the FY24 ACEP Application and File Name Checklist. 
 


A. The NRCS Easement Application Review Process  
 


(440-528-M, 1st Ed., Amend. 131, Feb 2020) 528.31 ACEP-ALE Application Process and 
Eligibility Overview 


1) The NRCS State Office reviews each application to determine entity eligibility, land eligibility, 
and landowner eligibility. Only complete eligible applications received prior to the cutoff 
date will be reviewed, ranked, and considered for funding.  


 
2) The NRCS State Office will conduct an onsite land eligibility and ranking determination. 


 
3) NRCS State Office makes parcel selections for funding based on fund availability, eligibility, 


ranking priority, and waiver determinations, preliminary reviews of title and access 
sufficiency, and evaluations of onsite or offsite conditions that would preclude or interfere 
with achieving program purposes. 


 


B. Entity WITHOUT a Program Agreement  


1. NRCS CPA‐41: “Entity Application for an Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) 
Agreement” 


2. Entity’s authority to purchase and hold agricultural conservation easements. 
• Cite the appropriate state statue providing this authority.  


3. Document of entity’s commitment to conservation of agricultural lands. 


• Using voluntary conservation easements that protect farm or ranch lands 
from conversion to nonagricultural uses. 


4. Document of entity’s Authority, capability to acquire, manage and enforce. 


• Document history of acquiring, holding, managing, and enforcing 
conservation easements. 


5. Documentation of the entity’s staff capacity 


• Document how easement monitoring and enforcement are addressed. 


6. Copies of current entity, operating or trust establishment documents 


a. Examples: Articles of Incorporation on file with the NC Secretary of State, bylaws 
governing the entity. Ensure each entity is legal, valid, and in “good standing” 
with the North Carolina Secretary of State. 


ALE APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
This checklist provides a summary of materials necessary to support an ALE easement application. 
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7. Proof of Entity signature authority. 


 


8. Document SAM.gov showing active, current registration. 


• Registration in SAM (DUNS) must be maintained for the duration of the 
agreement and through easement closing. 


9. Direct deposit form (AD‐1199) for entity 


 


C. Entity WITH a Program Agreement  
 
10.  Proof of Entity signature authority. 


 


11.  Current SAM.gov showing active, current registration. 


• Registration in SAM (DUNS) must be maintained for the duration of the 
agreement and through easement closing. 


12.  Direct deposit form (AD‐1199) for entity 


 


D. Landowners  
 


VERY IMPORTANT - Eligible entities must work with landowners to assure landowners meet qualifying criteria. 


Under ACEP‐ALE, the landowners of record for the offered easement are considered the beneficiaries of 
payment. Therefore, landowners of record must meet the payment eligibility criteria required to 
participate in USDA programs for the land trust or other eligible entity to submit an ALE application 
on their behalf. All individual landowners of record must be United States citizens or resident aliens 
with a valid social security number (exceptions may apply – contact NRCS immediately). 


All landowners, as listed on the current property deed(s) or equivalent evidence of ownership must be 
established in the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Service Center Information Management System (SCIMS) and 
have a copy of the current property deed or other evidence of ownership (e.g., will) including a 
breakdown of ownership shares, if applicable, when a landowner is an entity. 


All individual landowners or members of an entity of record as listed on the deed(s) are United 
States citizens or resident aliens with a valid social security number. (Exceptions may apply – 
contact NRCS immediately). 


 
13.  CCC‐902 Farm Operating Plan 


There are FSA Forms: 1) CCC‐902I (Individual) or 2) CCC‐902E (Entity). A Members 
Information form (CCC‐901) may need to be completed for entities. Persons and legal 







3  


entities applying for and participating in NRCS programs must complete a CCC‐902, “Farm 
Operating Plan”. 


 
14. CCC‐941, Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax 


Information 


For each landowner of record for the fiscal year in which the ALE application will be 
submitted (no exceptions). 


 
15.  AD‐1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation 


for each landowner of record, unless all the following are true: 


An AD‐1026 is currently on file that accurately reflects the current status of the operation. 


i. The landowner has not acquired any more land (owned or operating) 


ii. There have not been any changes to the land or operation; and 


iii. A new determination has not been requested. 
 
 


16.  Proof of Landowner Signature Authority 
 
17.  FSA Subsidiary Print for Entity, All Entity Members, and Individuals 
 
 


E. Land Eligibility  


18. NRCS CPA‐41A: “Parcel Application for an Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) 
Agreement” 


a. Be sure to check “Program Agreement” in Section 2 ‐ Agreement Type. 


b. Only the most current version of the form will be accepted (02/2020) 


19. Written pending offer. 


a. The written pending offer may be extended by the eligible entity to the landowner 
to acquire the conservation easement or may be from the landowner to the 
eligible entity to sell the conservation easement. 


20. Copies of all deeds 


a. If the easement covers parcels with more than one deed, submit each deed 
separately as an individual file. Deed files can be numbered. 


b. Ownership must be proven; a title commitment could be useful when there 
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is ambiguity in ownership. 


c. Deeds must contain a description of the boundaries (e.g., metes and bounds) 


 Highlight deed with boundaries of land being offered. 
 


 D. Mapping  


Maps are an essential component of the application. The NRCS Easement Acquisition Branch (EAB) 
utilizes the State supplied conservation maps as Exhibits to EAB’s contracting documents, Due 
Diligence Contracts, and submittal of support documentation for Internal Controls. It is important 
the maps are consistent, clear, and professional to provide quality service. 


 
The map elements listed1 are things to consider for mapping. 


• Assess Route showing the entire route from the public road to the easement boundary. 
• Indicate Point of Access from the public road on the map 
• Map symbol legend, clearly labeled with easement program boundary. 
• Scale of the map 
• Information needed to locate the planning area (e.g. geographic coordinates, public 


land survey coordinates, address, etc.) 
• North arrow 
• Appropriate map symbols as needed 
• Map symbol legend on the map or as an attachment include appropriate 


interpretations, such as roads, streams, boundary, or recorded access. 
 


All maps that state a value for size (acres) should have that value as close as possible to the 
value listed on the CPA-41A form (Section C, Item 4) 


 


 
1 These elements are consistent with policy criteria (Section 600.31) located in Title 180 – National 
Planning Procedures Handbook (180-VI-NPPH, Amend. 8, Nov. 2020). 


21. Map – Location 


a. Map depicting location at a scale that is for anyone driving to the can find the site. 


b. Map should show named roads and location of nearest community. 


c. It is optional but preferred to have latitude and longitude of the easement location. 


22. Map - Easement Offer and Parcel Boundary 


a. Map must depict: 


i. the easement boundary and size (acres) 


ii. planned and/or existing farmstead or homestead. 



https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/OpenNonWebContent.aspx?content=45839.wba&%3A%7E%3Atext=Title%20180%20%E2%80%93%20National%20Planning%20Procedures%20Handbook%20%28180-VI-NPPH%2C%2Cand%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Agriculture%20%28USDA%29%20civil%20rights
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iii. Road names or Secondary Road (SR) numbers must be provided. 


iv. Ingress/egress to the easement must be shown. This can be shown with a 
symbol - include symbol in the legend. 


v. Any excluded areas within the easement boundary and area (acres). 


23. Map-Deed and tax parcel 


a. Tax parcel and associated deeds must be identified on the map or using a table. 


b. See example – page 6. 


24. Map – Impervious Surface 


a. Map should include: 1) location of the impervious surfaces, and 2) proportion (%) 
of the impervious surfaces to the area of the easement. 


25. Map – Soils 


a. The soils map and associated text of the Farmland Classification report in Web Soil 
Survey (WSS) is preferred. You can use the shape file of the easement in WSS. 


 


26. Map – Land use 


a. Map depicting cropland, rangeland, grassland, pastureland, forestland and 
proportions (percentages). 


27. Map -GIS Shape file of easement boundary 


Upload shapefile to Box or email to: 
RA.NRCS.NCRAL.EasementMonitoring@usda.gov 


28. Narrative Statements 


a. A statement that describes the parcel’s accessibility to agricultural markets, access 
to existing agricultural infrastructure and other support systems, and the treat of 
conversion or fragmentation or development. 


b. If the “Land Eligibility Category for Parcel” (Section C-5 on the CPA-41A) is checked 
for either 1) Contains historical or archaeological resources, 2) Furthers a State or 
local policy with the purposes of ACEP, then a narrative statement must be provided 
supporting how the easement meets either of these choices. The State or local 
policy must be cited if this option was selected. 


29. Map – Exclusion and Building Envelopes 
a. Map depicting any Building Envelopes or land Exclusions. 


 



mailto:RA.NRCS.NCRAL.EasementMonitoring@usda.gov
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Example of map and table depicting tax parcels and associated deeds. 
Simpler easements/maps can include parcel IDs on the map. 





		A. The NRCS Easement Application Review Process

		B. Entity WITHOUT a Program Agreement

		1. NRCS CPA‐41: “Entity Application for an Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) Agreement”

		2. Entity’s authority to purchase and hold agricultural conservation easements.

		3. Document of entity’s commitment to conservation of agricultural lands.

		4. Document of entity’s Authority, capability to acquire, manage and enforce.

		5. Documentation of the entity’s staff capacity

		6. Copies of current entity, operating or trust establishment documents

		7. Proof of Entity signature authority.

		8. Document SAM.gov showing active, current registration.

		9. Direct deposit form (AD‐1199) for entity



		C. Entity WITH a Program Agreement

		11.  Current SAM.gov showing active, current registration.

		12.  Direct deposit form (AD‐1199) for entity



		D. Landowners

		VERY IMPORTANT - Eligible entities must work with landowners to assure landowners meet qualifying criteria.

		13.  CCC‐902 Farm Operating Plan

		15.  AD‐1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation

		16.  Proof of Landowner Signature Authority

		17.  FSA Subsidiary Print for Entity, All Entity Members, and Individuals



		E. Land Eligibility

		18. NRCS CPA‐41A: “Parcel Application for an Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) Agreement”

		19. Written pending offer.

		20. Copies of all deeds



		D. Mapping

		21. Map – Location

		22. Map - Easement Offer and Parcel Boundary

		23. Map-Deed and tax parcel

		24. Map – Impervious Surface

		25. Map – Soils

		26. Map – Land use

		27. Map -GIS Shape file of easement boundary

		28. Narrative Statements

		Example of map and table depicting tax parcels and associated deeds.

		Simpler easements/maps can include parcel IDs on the map.
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Landowner Checklist for Farm Service Agency (FSA) Eligibility 
Agricultural Land Easements (ALE) 


Under ALE, the landowners of record for the offered easement area are considered the beneficiaries of 


payment.  Therefore, all landowners of record must meet the payment eligibility criteria required to 


participate in USDA programs for the land trust or other eligible entity to submit an ALE application on 


their behalf.  Establishing payment eligibility is the first step in the process of submitting a complete ALE 


application and is dependent on landowner participation and cooperation.  If landowners fail to file the 


appropriate paperwork with FSA, it may determine an ALE application ineligible for funding 


consideration. 


Landowners and eligible entities (e.g., land trusts) should use this checklist to facilitate the customer 


experience with FSA and to ensure all parties understand the ALE payment eligibility requirements.  All 


items listed are required unless otherwise noted and depending on the circumstances of each case.  


Generally, landowners should work with the FSA County Office where the land is located.  North 
Carolina Natural Resource Conservation Service (NC NRCS) does not require copies of these forms unless 


specifically required for ALE application submission. 


Farm and Tract Eligibility for the Offered Easement Area: 


 Provide to FSA a copy of the property deed(s) AND corresponding map or shapefiles covering


the offered easement area under ALE.


 Create or update a Farm and Tract record that covers the offered easement area under ALE.


 Associate all landowners of record to the Farm and Tract number(s) covering the easement area.


 Ensure all fields where “commodity crops” are currently being grown or will be grown before


easement closing (see AD‐1026 below):


 Have a highly erodible land (HEL) determination and


 FSA records for the Farm and Tract(s) accurately reflect the actual HEL status and field


configuration of the current operation.


For Individual Landowners: 


 All individual landowners of record are United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid
social security number (exceptions may apply – contact NRCS immediately).


 AD‐2047, Customer Data Worksheet form, for each landowner of record only if (1) new


customer not in the system or (2) updates to an existing record must be made.


 CCC‐902‐I, Farm Operating Plan for an Individual form for each landowner of record for the fiscal


year in which the ALE application will be submitted (no exceptions).  Must result in status


“determined” (can take up to 60 days).  For ACEP‐ALE, only Parts A, B, C, G, and I are required.


 CCC‐941, Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax


Information form, for each landowner of record for the fiscal year in which the ALE application


will be submitted (no exceptions).


 AD‐1026, Highly Erodible Land (HEL) Conservation and Wetland Conservation form, for each


landowner of record, unless all the following are true:







Landowner Checklist for Farm Service Agency (FSA) Eligibility 
Agricultural Land Easements (ALE) 
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Landowner FSA/NRCS Eligibility October 2021 


o An AD‐1026 is currently on file that accurately reflects the current status of the


operation;


o The landowner has not acquired any more land (owned or operating);


o There have not been any changes to the land or operation; and


o A new determination has not been requested.


 FSA‐211, Power of Attorney form, only if someone other than the landowner of record will be


signing documents.  Should cover NRCS programs for the period of the ALE contract (~3 years).


For Entity or Trust Landowners: 


 CCC‐902‐E, Farm Operating Plan for Entities form for each entity landowner of record for the


fiscal year in which the ALE application will be submitted (no exceptions).  Must result in status 
“determined” (can take up to 60 days).  For NRCS ACEP‐ALE, only Parts A, B, C, E, K, and L are 
required.  Consult with FSA to determine if an accompanying CCC‐901, Member’s Information 
form is required.  This requirement includes trusts and other entities operating using an SSN.


 Copies of current entity or trust establishment documents, showing membership structure and


beneficiaries.  Signature authority and membership structure must be verified by FSA.


 Roll over any existing Farm Operating Plans to the fiscal year in which the ALE application will be


submitted.


 All entity landowners of record have a valid Tax ID number.


 No more than 10% of the legal entity can be held by persons who are not citizens of the United


States or lawful aliens unless each foreign person who is a stockholder or other type of member 
provides a substantial amount of active personal labor in the production of crops on a farm 
owned or operated by the legal entity as determined by USDA.  Notify NC NRCS Easements 
Program Manager immediately if there is a foreign person member of an entity.


 AD‐2047, Customer Data Worksheet form, for each entity and each entity member only if (1)


new customer not in the system or (2) updates to an existing record must be made.


 CCC‐941, Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax


Information form, for each entity and each entity member for the fiscal year in which the ALE 
application will be submitted (no exceptions).


 AD‐1026, Highly Erodible Land (HEL) Conservation and Wetland Conservation form, for each


entity and each entity member as per FSA policy (some members may not require a form as 
determined by FSA), unless all the following are true:


o An AD‐1026 is currently on file that accurately reflects the current status of the


operation;


o The landowner has not acquired any more land (owned or operating);


o There have not been any changes to the land or operation; and


o A new determination has not been requested.


Ensure each entity is legal, valid, and in “good standing” with the North Carolina Secretary of State.


You can check the status at https://businesssearch.sos.nc.gov/.





		Provide to FSA a copy of the property deeds AND corresponding map or shapefiles covering: Off

		Create or update a Farm and Tract record that covers the offered easement area under ALE: Off

		Associate all landowners of record to the Farm and Tract numbers covering the easement area: Off

		Ensure all fields where commodity crops are currently being grown or will be grown before: Off

		Have a highly erodible land HEL determination and: Off

		FSA records for the Farm and Tracts accurately reflect the actual HEL status and field: Off

		All individual landowners of record are United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid: Off

		AD2047 Customer Data Worksheet form for each landowner of record only if 1 new: Off

		CCC902I Farm Operating Plan for an Individual form for each landowner of record for the fiscal: Off

		CCC941 Average Adjusted Gross Income AGI Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax: Off

		AD1026 Highly Erodible Land HEL Conservation and Wetland Conservation form for each: Off

		FSA211 Power of Attorney form only if someone other than the landowner of record will be: Off

		CCC902E Farm Operating Plan for Entities form for each entity landowner of record for the: Off

		Copies of current entity or trust establishment documents showing membership structure and: Off

		Roll over any existing Farm Operating Plans to the fiscal year in which the ALE application will be: Off

		All entity landowners of record have a valid Tax ID number: Off

		No more than 10 of the legal entity can be held by persons who are not citizens of the United: Off

		AD2047 Customer Data Worksheet form for each entity and each entity member only if 1: Off

		CCC941 Average Adjusted Gross Income AGI Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax_2: Off

		AD1026 Highly Erodible Land HEL Conservation and Wetland Conservation form for each_2: Off

		Ensure each entity is legal valid and in good standing with the Colorado Secretary of State: Off

		CLEAR WORKSHEET: 








Team Obligate Maps Checklist FY 2023 


Easement Acquisitions Branch (EAB) 
MAPS for ACEP-ALE and RCPP Entity Held Easement applications 


EAB utilizes the State supplied conservation maps as Exhibits to the Parcel Contract, Due Diligence 
Contracts, and submittal of support documentation for Internal Controls.  It is important the maps are 
consistent, clear, and professional in order to provide quality service. 


There may be several maps in one application package, such as the soils map, land eligibility map, 
plan map, etc.  For EAB purposes, below are the elements required for the Offer map, also referred to 
as the Exhibit to the Parcel Contract or Easement Boundary Map, and the Access (ingress/egress) 
maps. 


The elements listed below are consistent with policy criteria located in Title 180 – National Planning 
Procedures Handbook (180-VI-NPPH, Amend. 8, Nov. 2020).   


Map Title Block 
� Title: Offer Map or Proposed Easement Boundary Map 
� Complete Application Number for the current fiscal year 
� Customer(s): Landowner Name (legal name not common name) 
� Acres – Estimated Acres (match the application and supported by ownership deed) 
� County and State of easement offer area 
� Lat/Long for Easement Boundary location or Section, T, R (match with ownership doc) 
� Date the map was prepared 


Map and Map Legend 
� Clear boundary lines showing all acres to be enrolled/surveyed 


o Merged internal boundary lines
o Make the easement area transparent and use thick colored border (yellow or red)


� Include the Access Route showing the entire route from the public road to the CE boundary 
o Include label of private, state, or federally owned land the access crosses
o Reference access easement record number in legend, if applicable


� Map Scale 
� Information needed to locate the planning area (e.g. geographic coordinates, public land 


survey coordinates, address, etc.) 
o Section, Township, Range layer to match with Ownership document


� North arrow 
� Map symbol legend on the map or as an attachment include appropriate interpretations, such 


as roads, streams, boundary, or recorded access. 
� If map contains more than 1 parcel, include the distance between parcels 
� If application contains more than 1 parcel, and more than 1 mile apart, provide separate maps 


with acres of the individual parcel 





