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5 Years of MN Forestry Assistance

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.



NRCS Customer 
Service Teams Minnesota’s Landscape

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just a brief overview of MN, NRCS organization of Customer Service Teams.  NRCS Area lines and CST's reflect major land resource areas, so that team members can develop skills relative to the needs of local landowners. 



The Delivery System – 
85 Years in Minnesota
 NRCS

 74 Field offices

 224 Field office staff 
(and counting…)

 4 New foresters 
started in June in NE 
Minnesota NRCS! 
(for a total of five in Area NE)

 SWCD

 88 districts

 460 staff

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As referenced in the maps, NRCS and SWCD's are located in almost every county in MN.  More than 680 Field Staff from NRCS and SWCDs assist landowners from 88 offices – more importantly, the staff like to walk the land, come to you!  �Landowners have been working with us for forestry help for 85 years!



Numbers/ProgramsPractice and Enhancements Number of 
Contracts

Amount Program Dollars Spent

Forest Management Plans (106) 153 21,074 ac $ 325,976

Brush Management (314) 101 1,182 ac $ 311,483

Windbreak/Shelterbelt (380) 112 276,217 ft $ 153,201

Woody Residue Treatment (384) 157 1,667 ac $ 1,019,665

Riparian Forest Buffer (391) 19 34 ac $ 86,519

Tree-Shrub Site Prep (490) 209 631 ac $ 55,042

Tree-Shrub Establishment (612) 631 2,297 ac $ 1,185,369

Early Successional Habitat 
Development/Management (647)

231 6,814 ac $ 2,104,739

Forest Trails and Landings (655) 17 149,232 ft $ 66,809

Tree-Shrub Pruning (660) 18 157 ac $ 18,820

Forest Stand Improvement (666) 367 12,340 ac $ 2,013,221

TOTAL 2,015 $ 7,340,844

FARM BILL PRACTICES APPLIED 2018-2023 (June)



Arrowhead Forestry 
Partners

$2,115,875.00

and more



Climate 
Smart Ag and 
Forestry





What does forestry look 
like at NRCS?

NRCS Technical and Financial Assistance



(343) NRCS Forestry Practices in Minnesota - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DRkjTFMS86U








Forestry Success Stories
Experiences from field staff



Property Map

Property  
in 1939



• 666 Forest Stand Improvement
• 384 Woody Residue Treatment
• 314 Brush Management
• 647 Early Successional Habitat

…and state cost-share for tree planting, enrollment in  
Sustainable Forest Incentive Act (SFIA – DNR), 
Minnesota Land Trust, City of Duluth trail maintenance. 



 Forest Stand Improvement

 Improve live crown ratio

 Increase light

 Conservation Cover

 Improve habitat for forest
pollinators

 Follow-up treatment for 
invasive species removal



Left: Brush Management

Center: Wildlife food plot, clover 
mix, multi-species benefit

Right: Early successional habitat 
development and retention for sharp-
tailed grouse



Forest Stand Improvement
Woody Residue Treatment

2-acre lakeshore project
Before

After



Final Notes
 No minimum or maximum 

property size

 No minimum or maximum 
project size

 Projects may overlap 
farmstead, pasture, 
cropland…

 Landowners wanting to 
start prior to contracts 
being obligated have the 
option of an Early Start 
Waiver

 Minnesota NRCS has 
invested more than $9.4 
million in forestry 
practices on private and 
Tribal land in the 2018 
Farm Bill.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Most of the forestry FA contracts are 20 acres or less in size.  That is one of the reasons that Area NE consistently leads the state in the most active Farm Bill contracts.  *The $9.4 Million does not reflect NRCS staff salaries.



NRCS
Helping People Help the Land
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