
For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
 
Acrobat X or Adobe Reader X, or later.
 

Get Adobe Reader Now! 

http://www.adobe.com/go/reader




1 of 2 
Landowner FSA/NRCS Eligibility October 2021 


Landowner Checklist for Farm Service Agency (FSA) Eligibility 
Agricultural Land Easements (ALE) 


Under ALE, the landowners of record for the offered easement area are considered the beneficiaries of 


payment.  Therefore, all landowners of record must meet the payment eligibility criteria required to 


participate in USDA programs for the land trust or other eligible entity to submit an ALE application on 


their behalf.  Establishing payment eligibility is the first step in the process of submitting a complete ALE 


application and is dependent on landowner participation and cooperation.  If landowners fail to file the 


appropriate paperwork with FSA, it may determine an ALE application ineligible for funding 


consideration. 


Landowners and eligible entities (e.g., land trusts) should use this checklist to facilitate the customer 


experience with FSA and to ensure all parties understand the ALE payment eligibility requirements.  All 


items listed are required unless otherwise noted and depending on the circumstances of each case.  


Generally, landowners should work with the FSA County Office where the land is located.  North 
Carolina Natural Resource Conservation Service (NC NRCS) does not require copies of these forms unless 


specifically required for ALE application submission. 


Farm and Tract Eligibility for the Offered Easement Area: 


 Provide to FSA a copy of the property deed(s) AND corresponding map or shapefiles covering


the offered easement area under ALE.


 Create or update a Farm and Tract record that covers the offered easement area under ALE.


 Associate all landowners of record to the Farm and Tract number(s) covering the easement area.


 Ensure all fields where “commodity crops” are currently being grown or will be grown before


easement closing (see AD‐1026 below):


 Have a highly erodible land (HEL) determination and


 FSA records for the Farm and Tract(s) accurately reflect the actual HEL status and field


configuration of the current operation.


For Individual Landowners: 


 All individual landowners of record are United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid
social security number (exceptions may apply – contact NRCS immediately).


 AD‐2047, Customer Data Worksheet form, for each landowner of record only if (1) new


customer not in the system or (2) updates to an existing record must be made.


 CCC‐902‐I, Farm Operating Plan for an Individual form for each landowner of record for the fiscal


year in which the ALE application will be submitted (no exceptions).  Must result in status


“determined” (can take up to 60 days).  For ACEP‐ALE, only Parts A, B, C, G, and I are required.


 CCC‐941, Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax


Information form, for each landowner of record for the fiscal year in which the ALE application


will be submitted (no exceptions).


 AD‐1026, Highly Erodible Land (HEL) Conservation and Wetland Conservation form, for each


landowner of record, unless all the following are true:
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o An AD‐1026 is currently on file that accurately reflects the current status of the


operation;


o The landowner has not acquired any more land (owned or operating);


o There have not been any changes to the land or operation; and


o A new determination has not been requested.


 FSA‐211, Power of Attorney form, only if someone other than the landowner of record will be


signing documents.  Should cover NRCS programs for the period of the ALE contract (~3 years).


For Entity or Trust Landowners: 


 CCC‐902‐E, Farm Operating Plan for Entities form for each entity landowner of record for the


fiscal year in which the ALE application will be submitted (no exceptions).  Must result in status 
“determined” (can take up to 60 days).  For NRCS ACEP‐ALE, only Parts A, B, C, E, K, and L are 
required.  Consult with FSA to determine if an accompanying CCC‐901, Member’s Information 
form is required.  This requirement includes trusts and other entities operating using an SSN.


 Copies of current entity or trust establishment documents, showing membership structure and


beneficiaries.  Signature authority and membership structure must be verified by FSA.


 Roll over any existing Farm Operating Plans to the fiscal year in which the ALE application will be


submitted.


 All entity landowners of record have a valid Tax ID number.


 No more than 10% of the legal entity can be held by persons who are not citizens of the United


States or lawful aliens unless each foreign person who is a stockholder or other type of member 
provides a substantial amount of active personal labor in the production of crops on a farm 
owned or operated by the legal entity as determined by USDA.  Notify NC NRCS Easements 
Program Manager immediately if there is a foreign person member of an entity.


 AD‐2047, Customer Data Worksheet form, for each entity and each entity member only if (1)


new customer not in the system or (2) updates to an existing record must be made.


 CCC‐941, Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax


Information form, for each entity and each entity member for the fiscal year in which the ALE 
application will be submitted (no exceptions).


 AD‐1026, Highly Erodible Land (HEL) Conservation and Wetland Conservation form, for each


entity and each entity member as per FSA policy (some members may not require a form as 
determined by FSA), unless all the following are true:


o An AD‐1026 is currently on file that accurately reflects the current status of the


operation;


o The landowner has not acquired any more land (owned or operating);


o There have not been any changes to the land or operation; and


o A new determination has not been requested.


Ensure each entity is legal, valid, and in “good standing” with the North Carolina Secretary of State.


You can check the status at https://businesssearch.sos.nc.gov/.





		Provide to FSA a copy of the property deeds AND corresponding map or shapefiles covering: Off

		Create or update a Farm and Tract record that covers the offered easement area under ALE: Off

		Associate all landowners of record to the Farm and Tract numbers covering the easement area: Off

		Ensure all fields where commodity crops are currently being grown or will be grown before: Off

		Have a highly erodible land HEL determination and: Off

		FSA records for the Farm and Tracts accurately reflect the actual HEL status and field: Off

		All individual landowners of record are United States citizens or resident aliens with a valid: Off

		AD2047 Customer Data Worksheet form for each landowner of record only if 1 new: Off

		CCC902I Farm Operating Plan for an Individual form for each landowner of record for the fiscal: Off

		CCC941 Average Adjusted Gross Income AGI Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax: Off

		AD1026 Highly Erodible Land HEL Conservation and Wetland Conservation form for each: Off

		FSA211 Power of Attorney form only if someone other than the landowner of record will be: Off

		CCC902E Farm Operating Plan for Entities form for each entity landowner of record for the: Off

		Copies of current entity or trust establishment documents showing membership structure and: Off

		Roll over any existing Farm Operating Plans to the fiscal year in which the ALE application will be: Off

		All entity landowners of record have a valid Tax ID number: Off

		No more than 10 of the legal entity can be held by persons who are not citizens of the United: Off

		AD2047 Customer Data Worksheet form for each entity and each entity member only if 1: Off

		CCC941 Average Adjusted Gross Income AGI Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax_2: Off

		AD1026 Highly Erodible Land HEL Conservation and Wetland Conservation form for each_2: Off

		Ensure each entity is legal valid and in good standing with the Colorado Secretary of State: Off

		CLEAR WORKSHEET: 








INDIAN
 BR


OOK R
OAD


BAYDEN PATH


TADMORE TRAIL


Proposed ACEP- WRE Boundary 
Landowner Name 


NEST  #5413202301RFX
Date: 10/26/2022


Assisted By: NRCS Planner
Lat, Long: 41.878142, -70.556548  Decimal Degrees
Section,Township,Range (if deed references Sec, T, R)


Agency: USDA-NRCSCustomer(s): Landowner Name


Field Office: Wareham Service Center
District: Plymouth County Conservation District 
State and County: Plymouth County, Massachusetts


380 0 380 760 1,140 1,520
Feet


¯
Legend


Proposed WRE Easement Boundary - 75.6 acres,
 Indian Brook Bogs -Deed Access Bk 4559 Pg 480 
Massachusetts Public Roads 


Prepared with assistance from USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service





 - Ingress/Egress Access Point


75.6 ac








U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 


NRCS-CPA-1281 – Exhibit 4 
08/2021 
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RCPP Program Agreement Number:    
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REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP) 


CONSERVATION VALUES 


Instructions: Each RCPP conservation easement deed must clearly state the specific conservation values for which the RCPP entity-held easement 
is being acquired to benefit and must include deed terms that further the stated conservation values. Provide below the specific and complete 
statement of Conservation Values (Conservation Values Statement) that may be included in the terms of an individual RCPP entity-held easement 
acquired pursuant to the above-referenced RCPP Program Agreement. Complete a separate table for each Conservation Values Statement that 
may be used. For each Conservation Values Statement, list the associated conservation benefits and resource concerns that would be addressed 
by an RCPP easement acquired to protect the stated conservation values. The conservation benefits and resource concerns must be from among 
those identified in the RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement (PPA) that this RCPP Program Agreement is a supplement to. The final 
language of the Conservation Values Statement to be included in an individual RCPP conservation easement deed must be based on one of the 
Conservation Value Statements identified in this exhibit and will be agreed to by all required parties through the execution of the individual RCPP 
parcel cost-share contract. 


 


 
A. Conservation Values Statement 


(Provide the statement to be included in the RCPP Conservation 
Easement Deed) 


B. Associated Conservation Benefits and Resource 
Concerns Being Addressed 
(List the conservation benefits and resource concerns that 
would be addressed by an RCPP easement containing the 
Conservation Values Statement identified in Column A. Add 
additional lines as needed). 


WHEREAS, the Protected Property consists primarily of productive 
agricultural land.  The Protected Property also contains within its 
boundary. The majority of the soils on the Protected Property have been 
classified as “prime” or “statewide important” soils by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), United States Department of 
Agriculture (“USDA,” also referred to as “United States”).  It is the 
primary purpose of this ALE Deed to protect the agricultural soils and 
agricultural viability and productivity by limiting non-agricultural uses 
of the Protected Property. 


1. Long-Term Protection of Land 


2. Wind and Water Erosion 


3.  


4. 


5. 
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A. Conservation Values Statement 


(Provide the statement to be included in the RCPP Conservation 
Easement Deed) 


B. Associated Conservation Benefits and Resource 
Concerns Being Addressed 
(List the conservation benefits and resource concerns that 
would be addressed by an RCPP easement containing the 
Conservation Values Statement identified in Column A. Add 
additional lines as needed). 


This Conservation Easement is acquired with funds provided, in part, under the 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) (16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq. 
and 7 CFR part 1464). The EXHIBIT is attached hereto and incorporated herein by 
reference and will run with the land in perpetuity. As required by the RCPP, and as a 
condition of receiving RCPP funds, all present and future use of the Protected 
Property identified in EXHIBIT (legal description or survey) is and will remain 
subject to the terms and conditions described forthwith in this Addendum entitled 
RCPP Minimum Deed Terms in EXHIBIT ____ that is appended to and made a part 
of this easement deed. The rights of the United States acquired under this 
Conservation Easement shall be unaffected by any subsequent amendments or repeal 
of the RCPP. 


1. Long-Term Protection of Land 


2.  


3. 


4. 


5. 


 
 


 
A. Conservation Values Statement 


(Provide the statement to be included in the RCPP Conservation 
Easement Deed) 


B. Associated Conservation Benefits and Resource 
Concerns Being Addressed 
(List the conservation benefits and resource concerns that 
would be addressed by an RCPP easement containing the 
Conservation Values Statement identified in Column A. Add 
additional lines as needed). 


WHEREAS, the Grantor intends that the Conservation Values of the Protected 
Property be preserved and maintained, and further, Grantor intends to convey to the 
Grantee the right to preserve and protect the agricultural and other Conservation 
Values of the Protected Property in perpetuity. 


1. Long-Term Protection of Land 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 
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ENTITY APPLICATION for a REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP) 
ENTITY-HELD EASEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT 


This is an Entity Application for an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement that is a Supplemental 
Agreement under an RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement (the “PPA”) 


Section A: Agreement Information 


1. PPA Number: 2. Name of the Lead Partner on the PPA:


3. Application Date: 4. State:


5. List all applicable Conservation Values for this Project (from PPA):


6. RCPP Program Agreement Number:
      


7. RCPP Program Agreement Type (select one):
              RCPP Classic        


Alternative Funding Arrangement (AFA) 


Section B: Primary Applicant Information 
Applying as an Eligible Entityi to Hold an RCPP Conservation Easementii (RCPP Easement) 


1. Name - Applicant Eligible Entity: 2. Telephone - Applicant Eligible Entity:


3. Address - Applicant Eligible Entity: 4. Email - Applicant Eligible Entity:


5. Tax Identification Number (TIN) - Applicant Eligible Entity: 6. Applicant Eligible Entity Type:
State Government 
Local Government 
Indian Tribe 
Nongovernmental 
Organizationi


7. Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Number -
Applicant Eligible Entity:


If you do not have a DUNS number information is available at 
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform.  
To register with SAM, go to https://www.sam.gov/ 
8. Do you have entity records established with the appropriate USDA service center


agency?
If no, you must establish them with the appropriate USDA service center agency prior to
submitting this application


 Yes  No 


9. Do you have the authority and capability to acquire, manage, and enforce
conservation easements?  Yes  No 


10. How many eligible entity staff are dedicated to monitoring and easement
stewardship?   _____________________  


AGENCY 
USE ONLY 


AGENCY 
USE ONLY 



http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform

https://www.sam.gov/
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Section C: ADDITIONAL ELIGIBLE ENTITIES: 
Complete for each additional Eligible Entity that will be party to the 


RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement (attach additional pages as needed) 
1. Name - Additional Eligible Entity:


2. TIN - Additional Eligible Entity: 3. Additional Eligible Entity Type:


State Government


 Local Government 


 Indian Tribe 


 Nongovernmental Organization 


4. DUNS Number - Additional Eligible Entity:


If you do not have a DUNS number information is available at 
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform. To register with SAM, go to https://www.sam.gov/ 


5. Do you have entity records established with the appropriate USDA service center
agency?
If no, you must establish them with the appropriate USDA service center agency prior to
submitting this application


 Yes  No 


6. Do you have the authority and capability to acquire, manage, and enforce
conservation  easements?  Yes  No 


7. How many eligible entity staff are dedicated to monitoring and easement stewardship?


Signature of Authorized Eligible Entity Representative 


Section D: CO-HOLDERSv


Complete for each legal entity that may be identified as a co-holder (grantee) on the RCPP conservation 
easement deed for any parcelsvi associated with this application and is not listed in Section B or C as an 


Eligible Entity (attach additional pages as needed) 


1. Name - Co-holder Legal Entity:


2. TIN - Co-holder Legal Entity: 3. DUNS Number - Co-holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Co-holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 


4. Name - Co-holder Legal Entity:


5. TIN - Co-holder Legal Entity: 6. DUNS Number - Co-holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Co-holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 


7. Name - Co-holder Legal Entity:


8. TIN - Co-holder Legal Entity: 9. DUNS Number - Co-holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Co-holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 



http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform

https://www.sam.gov/
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Section E: THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDERSvii 


Complete for each legal entity that will hold a third-party right, contingent right, or any other real 
property interest in an RCPP Easement on any parcels that may be associated with this 


application and is not listed in section B, C, or D. 
(attach additional pages as needed) 


1. Name – Third-Party Holder Legal Entity:


2. TIN - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity: 3. (Optional) DUNS Number - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Third-Party Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 


4. Name - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity:


5. TIN - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity: 6. (Optional) DUNS Number - Third-Party Holder Legal Entity:


(Optional) Signature of Third-Party Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative 


The Terms and Certifications below are applicable to applications for 
all Entity Held RCPP Easement Agreements: 


Each identified Eligible Entity has reviewed the RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement which is 
a Supplemental Agreement to the RCPP PPA identified above. The RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement stipulates the terms and conditions under which the Eligible Entity may be permitted to use 
RCPP cost-share assistance for the purchase of RCPP Easements.  Each Eligible Entity agrees to 
participate in RCPP if NRCS and the Eligible Entity enter into an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement. However, nothing in this application obligates the United States or an Eligible Entity to 
purchase all or any of the RCPP Easements identified on the Parcel Sheets associated with this entity 
application. To identify future roles should this application be funded, an Eligible Entity may hereafter be 
also be referred to as "Participant." Participants understand that acquiring an RCPP Easement without 
satisfying the requirements set forth in the terms of the applicable RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement and the associated Parcel Contract causes the easement to be ineligible for RCPP cost-share 
assistance. 
It is the responsibility of the Participants to provide accurate data to support all items addressed in this 
application at the request of NRCS. Participants acknowledge that NRCS is relying upon the veracity of 
the information submitted for purposes of awarding Federal funds and that the submittal of false 
information may be subject to criminal or civil fraud statutes. 


Participants must be registered in the System for Award Management (SAM) before submitting this 
application and must provide a valid Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) 
number on this application. Each Participant must maintain active SAM registration with current 
information at all times during which it has an active application for funding under consideration and at all 
times for the duration of any RCPP Program Agreements entered into under the program. NRCS may not 
enter into an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement with an Eligible Entity until all applicable 
DUNS and SAM requirements have been met. If an Eligible Entity has not fully complied with these 
requirements by the time NRCS is ready to enter into the RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement, NRCS may determine that the Eligible Entity is not qualified to receive an RCPP Entity-Held 
Easement Program Agreement. 
The Participant certifies that all highly erodible land conservation/wetland conservation, adjusted gross 
income certifications, and member information for each Landowner of record for each parcel associated 
with this entity application are on file with the appropriate USDA service center agency and are up to date. 
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PRIMARY APPLICANT ELIGIBLE ENTITY CERTIFICATION AND SIGNATURES: 
Primary Applicant Eligible Entity identified in Section B must complete the following section 


Check 
Each Box 


I certify that the Applicant Eligible Entity has the resources necessary to acquire, monitor, 
manage, and enforce the RCPP Easements being applied for and acknowledge that 
additional documentation to substantiate this may be required to receive Federal cost-share 
assistance. 
I have received and reviewed a copy of the required RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement and associated attachments and understand that the terms of the RCPP 
conservation easement deed must (1) address the conservation values set forth in Section A 
above and (2) address the provisions required as a condition of participation in RCPP as 
identified in the RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement. 
Signature of Applicant Eligible Entity Authorized Representative Date 


 
 


i   Eligible Entity means a State or local government, Indian Tribe, or nongovernmental organization 
authorized to hold conservation easements that NRCS has determined meet the applicable requirements 
of 7 CFR part 1468 and has a land protection program that purchases easements for the purposes of 
protecting the stated Conservation Values. An Eligible Entity must be identified as a holder (grantee) on 
an RCPP conservation easement deed acquired on any parcels that may be associated with this 
application. An Eligible Entity is considered a participant in RCPP, must be party to the RCPP Entity Held 
Easement Agreement, may receive direct payment of RCPP cost-share funds, and must have current 
registration in DUNS and SAM. 
ii RCPP conservation easement means an easement or other interest in eligible land that is conveyed for 
the purposes of restoration, protection, enhancement, management, maintenance, and monitoring of the 
specified Conservation Values of the land, such as benefits to soil, water, wildlife, agricultural land, and 
related natural resources. 
iii Co-Holder is any legal entity identified as a co-holder (grantee) in an RCPP conservation easement 
deed held by an Eligible Entity on a parcel associated with this application. A Co-holder is not considered 
a participant in RCPP and may not receive a direct payment of RCPP cost-share funds; however, a Co-
holder is a beneficiary of such Federal funds and therefore must acknowledge their agreement to comply 
with the terms of an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Agreement and must have current registration in DUNS 
and SAM. 
iv Parcel means the defined area of eligible land, as determined by NRCS, to be protected by an RCPP 


Easement. 
v Third-Party Right Holder is any legal entity that is not identified as a grantee but is instead identified as 
a holder of a third-party right, contingent right, or any other real property interest in an RCPP easement 
deed held by an Eligible Entity on a parcel associated with this application. A Third-Party Right Holder is 
not considered a participant in RCPP, may not receive a direct payment of RCPP cost- share funds, is not 
a beneficiary of the Federal funds, and is not required to be registered in DUNS and SAM. 
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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations 
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights 
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.


To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD- 
3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of 
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 


The following statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (U.S.C. 522a). Furnishing 
this information is voluntary; however, failure to furnish correct, complete information will result in the 
withholding or withdrawal of such technical or financial assistance. The information may be furnished to 
other USDA agencies, the Internal Revenue Service, the Department of Justice, or other State or Federal 
law enforcement agencies, or in response to orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal. 


This information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act under 16 U.S.C. 3801 note and 
16 U.S.C. 3846. 



https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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		1 PPA Number: 2005-A-0105

		2 Name of the Lead Partner on the PPA: NC Dept of Agricultural and Consumer Services

		3 Application Date: 

		4 State: 

		5  List all applicable Conservation Values for this Project from PPA: Long-Term Protection Of Land, Wind and Water Erosion

		1 Name Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		2 Telephone Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		3 Address Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		4 Email Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		5 Tax Identification Number TIN Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		1 Name Additional Eligible Entity: 

		2 TIN Additional Eligible Entity: 

		1 Name Coholder Legal Entity: 

		2 TIN Coholder Legal Entity: 

		3 DUNS Number Coholder Legal Entity: 

		4 Name Coholder Legal Entity: 

		5 TIN Coholder Legal Entity: 

		6 DUNS Number Coholder Legal Entity: 

		7 Name Coholder Legal Entity: 

		8 TIN Coholder Legal Entity: 

		9 DUNS Number Coholder Legal Entity: 

		1 Name  ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		2 TIN ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		3 Optional DUNS Number ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		4 Name ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		5 TIN ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		6 Optional DUNS Number ThirdParty Holder Legal Entity: 

		Date: 

		Group1: Off

		Group2: Off

		Group3: Off

		Group5: Off

		Group6: Off

		Group7: Off

		Check Box2: Off

		Check Box3: Off

		Clear Form: 

		Text35: 

		Group36: Off

		10 how many eligible entity staff are dedicated to monitoring and easement stewardship?: 

		4 DUNS Additional Entity: 

		7 Entity Staff: 

		7 DUNS Number Applicant: 
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PARCEL SHEET for 
ENTITY APPLICATION for a REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP) 


ENTITY-HELD EASEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT 


This is a Parcel Sheet for an Entity Application for an RCPP Conservation Easementi (RCPP 
Easement) under an RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement that is a Supplemental 


Agreement under an RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement (PPA) 


Section A: Agreement and Entity Information 
1. PPA Number: 2. Name of Lead Partner on the PPA:


3. Application Date: 4. State


5. Name – Applicant Eligible Entity:


6. Email – Applicant Eligible Entity: 7. Telephone – Applicant Eligible Entity:


8. Attached to RCPP Program Agreement Number:
 AGENCY USE ONLY 


9. RCPP Parcel Application Number:
 


AGENCY USE ONLY 


Section B: Landownerii Information 


1. What evidence of ownership are you providing? (Select all that apply)
Attach the property deed or written purchase agreement to this parcel sheet.


Property Deed 
Valid Written Purchase 
Agreement 


2. Name – Parcel Landowner – Primary Contact (must
be a landowner listed on attached ownership document)


  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 


(Landowner identified here will serve as primary landowner contact 
and signatory to this application; signature of parcel sheet 
application by other listed landowners is optional) 


3. Tax ID Number – Parcel Landowner (Primary
Contact):


4. Telephone – Parcel Landowner (Primary
Contact):


5. Address – Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact): 6. Email – Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact):


7. Identify all other landowners of record as stated on the most current evidence of ownership document.
Enter the legal name as listed on the evidence of ownership document and the tax identification number of each individual or
legal entity that is a landowner. Attach additional sheets as needed.


Enter Name of Individual or Legal Entity 
Check Appropriate Box 


Enter Tax ID Number 
Individual Legal Entity 


Landowner Name: 


Landowner Name: 


Landowner Name: 


Landowner Name: 


8. Do all the landowners have farm records established with the appropriate USDA
service center agency? If no, they must be established for each landowner with the
appropriate USDA service center agency prior to submitting this application.


   Yes    No 


9. Do the landowners of this parcel meet the criteria for any of the following categories? (Check all that apply)
Please note that providing this information is voluntary and will not be used when reviewing this application or
determining whether the landowners meet the ACEP Landowner eligibility requirements.


Limited-Resource Farmer or Rancheriii Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancherv 


Beginning Farmer or Rancheriv Veteran Farmer or Ranchervi 


Not Applicable 


Definitions are provided in footnotes below. More information is available at: http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/ 



http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/
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Section C: Parcelvii Eligibility and Land Use Information 
1. Parcel Location - Farm and Tract Number, Legal Description, or Parcel Longitude and Latitude: (attach a


map or provide a GIS shapefile of the location and offered area)


2. Parcel Physical Address: (if different from address of Parcel Landowner – Primary Contact provided in Section
B, Box 5 above)


3. The landviii offered under this parcel sheet is: (Select    one)
  Private Land 


  Tribal, Allotted, Ceded, or Indian Land 


4. Parcel Offered Acres: (must be
supported by evidence of ownership)


5. Parcel Conservation Values: (List the Conservation Values, consistent with those identified in the PPA and
as listed on the NRCS-CPA-1274 to which this parcel sheet is attached, that would be protected, restored,
enhanced, managed, maintained, and monitored through an RCPP easement on the identified Parcel)


6. The land being offered for enrollment is: (Select all that apply and state approximate acres of each on the
Parcel)


Cropland Wetlands 


Rangeland Floodplains 


Pastureland Riparian Areas 


Grassland or land that contains forbs Associated Land 


Shrubland for which grazing is the predominant use Located in an area that has been historically 
dominated by grass land, forbs, or shrubs and could 
provide habitat for animal or plant populations of 
significant ecological value Nonindustrial private forest land 


7. The land offered under this parcel sheet will be subject to
the following level of restriction in the RCPP conservation
easement deed. (Select only one)


Highly restrictive 
Moderately restrictive 
Minimally restrictive 
AFA Minimum Deed Requirements 
(only applicable to AFA projects) 


8. Will the United States hold a right of enforcement of the easement for this parcel?    Yes  No 
9. Is this parcel subject to a written pending offerix for purchase of an entity-held


easement by the Eligible Entity?
Attach the pending offer for purchase of an entity-held easement to this parcel sheet. 


   Yes  No


10. Is any portion of the parcel subject to an easement or deed restriction which
provides similar protection as would be provided by enrollment in RCPP?
Provide NRCS a copy of most recent title report or title commitment, if available at the
time of application.


   Yes  No 


11. Is there any portion of the Parcel where the purposes of RCPP would be
undermined due to title issues or onsite or offsite conditions, such as risk of
hazardous materials, permitted or existing rights of way, infrastructure
development, mineral development, or adjacent land uses?
If yes, provide NRCS a copy of existing reports or documentation identifying issues.


   Yes  No 


12. Is the entire parcel accessible from a public road or is there an insurable,
unconditional, and transferable legal right of recorded access for the term of the
easement?
Attach map showing access from a public road or evidence of insurable, unconditional, and
transferable legal right of recorded access.


   Yes  No 
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Section D: Easement Value and Compensation Costs and Non-Federal Share Information 
These values may be estimates, subject to the final values being determined by an NRCS-approved appraisal report 


1. Easement Value and Compensation Costs


A. Estimated Fair Market Value of the RCPP Easement $ 


B. Estimated Eligible Entity Cash Contributionx - for payment of easement
compensation to the landowner (excluding Landowner Donations) $ 


C. Requested Federal Share for the RCPP Easement
• US Right of Enforcement: Federal Share cannot exceed 50% of Item A
• No US Right of Enforcement: Federal Share cannot exceed 25% of Item A $ 


D. Estimated Purchase Pricexi of the RCPP Easement (D = B + C) $ 


E. Estimated Landowner Donation toward easement valuexii 


(E = A - D) $ 


F. Total Non-Federal Share
(F = (B+E)) $ 


Section E: Roles, Contributions, and Distributions 
(Provide the name and corresponding role of each legal entity that will be identified in the RCPP 


conservation easement deed, attach additional pages as needed) 


1. Name of Entity
(See signature sections below for
Entity signature requirements)


2. Role of Entity
• Identify each entity as


one of the following:
- Eligible Entity
- Co-holder
- Third-Party Right


Holder


3. Contribution:
Estimated Entity
Cash Contribution


• May be provided by any 
legal entity role
identified in this Section


• Total must equal
Section D Box 1, Item
(B) above


4. Distribution:
Estimated Federal
Share to be paid to
an Eligible Entity


• Federal share may only be 
paid to an Eligible Entity


• Total must equal
Section D Box 1, Item
(C) above


$ $ 


$ $ 


$ $ 


$ $ 


The Terms and Certifications below are applicable to applications for 
all RCPP Agreements: 


The Landowner agrees that it is signing this application in furtherance of the Entity's application to participate in the 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). Nothing in this application obligates the United States or the Entity to 
purchase all or any of the RCPP easements listed on the Parcel Sheets attached to Entity's application including this parcel. 
To identify and differentiate roles and responsibilities under RCPP should the application be funded, the undersigned Entity 
shall hereafter be referred to as a "Participant" and Landowners shall hereafter be referred to as "Landowners." The 
Participants and Landowners understand that acquiring an RCPP Easement prior to approval of the RCPP conservation 
easement deed, appraisal, title, and other due diligence causes the RCPP easement to be ineligible for RCPP cost-share 
assistance.  


The Participants and Landowners acknowledge that highly erodible land conservation/wetland conservation, adjusted gross 
income certifications, and member information for all landowners are on file with the appropriate USDA service center agency 
and are up to date. Each landowner must complete and file the appropriate Form CCC-902, "Farm Operating Plan" with the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA). If the Landowner is classified as a legal entity or joint operation by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) under 7 CFR Part 1400, FSA must be timely notified in writing of any changes to the member’s 
information provided, including changes in membership due to death or otherwise as provided in 7 CFR Part 1400. 


It is the responsibility of the Participants and Landowners to provide accurate data to support all items addressed in this 
application at the request of NRCS. Participants and Landowners acknowledge that NRCS is relying upon the veracity of the 
information submitted for purposes of awarding Federal funds and that the submittal of false information may be subject to 
criminal or civil fraud statutes. 
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APPLICANT ELIGIBLE ENTITY CERTIFICATION AND SIGNATURES: 
Applicant Eligible Entity identified in Section A must complete the following section 


Check 
Each Box 


I certify that the Applicant Eligible Entity has the resources necessary to acquire monitor, 
manage, and enforce the RCPP Easement being applied for and acknowledge that additional 
documentation to substantiate this may be required to receive Federal cost-share assistance. 
I have received and reviewed a copy of the required RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program 
Agreement and associated attachments, including, the parcel contract and appendix. 
(RCPP Classic) I have received and reviewed the NRCS Minimum Deed Terms for RCPP Entity-
Held Easements and understand that the terms must be attached to the conservation easement 
deed unchanged as a condition of participation in RCPP as identified in the RCPP Entity-Held 
Easement Program Agreement. 


(AFA) I have received and reviewed the NRCS Minimum Deed Terms for RCPP Entity-Held 
Easements and the AFA Minimum Deed Requirements.  I understand that as a condition of 
participation in RCPP as identified in the RCPP Entity-Held Easement Program Agreement either 
(1) the NRCS Minimum Deed Terms for RCPP Entity-Held Easements must be attached to the
conservation easement deed unchanged or (2) the AFA Minimum Deed Requirements must be
addressed in the RCPP Conservation Easement Deed.
Signature of Applicant Eligible Entity Authorized Representative Date 


PARCEL LANDOWNER ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND SIGNATURES: 
Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact) identified in Section B, Box 2, must complete the following 
section 


Check 
Each Box 


I, Landowner, am aware that the United States has requirements that must be addressed in the 
RCPP conservation easement deed as a condition of providing Federal funds for the acquisition 
of the RCPP Easement. I have received a copy of the United States required deed terms and 
conditions. 
Initial this box if the Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact) identified in Section B2 is a legal entity: 
I am authorized to sign this application and agree to provide the documents necessary to prove this 
authority as requested by NRCS. 
Signature of Authorized Parcel Landowner (Primary Contact) Date 


SIGNATURES OF OTHER LANDOWNERS OF RECORD 
(Signature of parcel sheet by other landowners identified in Section B, Box 7 is optional; attach additional pages 
as needed) 
(Optional) Landowner Signature Date 


(Optional) Landowner Signature Date 


(Optional) Landowner Signature Date 


(Optional) Landowner Signature Date 


CO-HOLDER and THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDER SIGNATURES (FOR PROGRAM AGREEMENTS ONLY): 
Signatures below are only required if Program Agreement Option is selected in Section A, Box 3 (attach additional 
pages as needed) 
(Required) Signature of Co-Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative Date 


(Required) Signature of Co-Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative Date 


(Optional) Signature of Third-Party Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative Date 


(Optional) Signature of Third-Party Holder Legal Entity Authorized Representative Date 
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i. RCPP conservation easement means an easement or other interest in eligible land that is conveyed for the purposes of restoration,
protection, enhancement, management, maintenance, and monitoring of the specified conservation values of the land, such as benefits
to soil, water, wildlife, agricultural land, and related natural resources.


ii. Landowner means a person, legal entity, or Indian Tribe having legal ownership of eligible land and those who may be buying
eligible land under a purchase agreement. The term Landowner may include all forms of collective ownership including joint tenants,
tenants-in-common, and includes heirs, successors, assigns, and anyone claiming under them. State and local governments are not
eligible as landowners.  Indian tribes and nongovernmental organizations that qualify as eligible entities are not eligible as
landowners.


iii. Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher means either: (1)(i) A person with direct or indirect gross farm sales not more than the current
indexed value in each of the previous two fiscal years (adjusted for inflation using Prices Paid by Farmer Index as compiled by National
Agricultural Statistical Service), and (ii) Has a total household income at or below the national poverty level for a family of four, or less than
50 percent of county median household income in each of the previous two years (to be determined annually using Commerce Department
Data); or (2) A legal entity or joint operation if all individual members independently qualify under paragraph (1). A legal entity or joint
operation if all individual members independently qualify under paragraph (1) of this definition.


iv. Beginning Farmer or Rancher means an individual, person, Indian Tribe, Tribal corporation, or legal entity who—
(1) Has not operated a farm or ranch, or non-industrialized private forest land (NIPF), or who has operated a farm or ranch or NIPF for


not more than 10 consecutive years.  This requirement applies to all members of an entity who will materially and substantially
participate in the operation of the farm, ranch, or NIPF.


(2) In the case of an individual, individually, or with the immediate family, material and substantial participation requires that the individual
provide substantial day-to-day labor and management of the farm, ranch, or NIPF consistent with the practices in the county or State
where the farm is located.


(3) In the case of a legal entity or joint operation, all members must materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm,
ranch, or NIPF. Material and substantial participation requires that each of the members provide some amount of the management
or labor and management necessary for day-to-day activities, such that if each of the members did not provide these inputs,
operation of the farm, ranch, or NIPF would be seriously impaired.


v. Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher means an individual or an entity who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group. For
a legal entity, at least 50 percent ownership in the legal entity must be held by socially disadvantaged individuals. A socially disadvantaged
group is a group whose members have been subject to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of a group without
regard to their individual qualities. These groups consist of the following:


• American Indians or Alaska Natives
• Asians
• Blacks or African Americans
• Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders
• Hispanics.


Note: Gender alone is not a covered group for the purposes of NRCS conservation programs. The term entities reflect a broad
interpretation to include partnerships, couples, legal entities, etc.


vi. Veteran Farmer or Rancher - means a producer who served in the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast
Guard, including the reserve components thereof; was released from the service under conditions other than dishonorable, and—


• Has not operated a farm or ranch; or has operated a farm or ranch for not more than 10 consecutive years; or
• Who first obtained status as a veteran during the most recent 10-year period.


A legal entity or joint operation can be a veteran farmer or rancher only if all individual members independently qualify. 
vii. Parcel means a farm or ranch submitted for consideration for funding under RCPP.
viii. Land Private or Tribal agricultural land, nonindustrial private forest land, or associated lands are potentially eligible for enrollment.


“Associated land” is defined as land associated with farms and ranches that is not purposefully managed for food, forage, or fiber and is
typically associated with nearby production or conservation lands  The Secretary may not use RCPP funds for the purposes of acquiring
an easement on lands owned by an agency of the United States, other than land held in trust for Indian Tribes; or lands owned in fee title
by a State, including an agency or a subdivision of a State, or a unit of local government. Such lands are ineligible for RCPP.


ix. Pending offer means a written bid, contract, or option between a Landowner and an Eligible Entity for the acquisition of an RCPP
conservation easement in perpetuity, or for the maximum duration allowed by State law, before the legal title to these rights has been
conveyed for the purposes of protecting the specified conservation values.


x. Eligible Entity cash contribution means the amount provided by the eligible entity for payment of easement compensation to the
landowner and may include all sources of funds used to make such payment other than any funds provided by the landowner or the
Federal share provided under RCPP. This amount does not include any other costs (administrative, planning, stewardship, etc…) or
nonmonetary items (in-kind activities, land from another parcel, etc…).


xi. Purchase price means the fair market value of the RCPP conservation easement as determined by an NRCS-approved methodology,
minus the Landowner donation toward easement value.


xii. Landowner Donation toward easement value may include or a qualified conservation contribution (as defined by section 170(h) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) or a charitable donation. Landowners shall not donate any part of Federal share or Eligible Entity cash
contribution back to the Eligible Entity as a condition of purchase or closing.


xiii. Procured costs paid by the eligible entity to a third-party for the following items: conservation easement appraisal, legal
boundary survey of the easement area, full phase-I environmental site assessment that meets the requirements of 40 CFR Part 312,
title commitment or report, title insurance, baseline report, mineral assessment, or closing cost. The procured report or service must
meet the NRCS standards or requirements as identified in the RCPP agreement in order to be relied upon as a component of the non-
Federal share. This amount may not include any amounts provided by the landowner used to procure these items.
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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint 
filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program
information may be made available in languages other than English.


To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632- 
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov. 


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 


PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 
The following statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (U.S.C. 522a). Furnishing this 
information is voluntary; however, failure to furnish correct, complete information will result in the withholding or 
withdrawal of such technical or financial assistance. The information may be furnished to other USDA agencies, the 
Internal Revenue Service, the Department of Justice, or other State or Federal law enforcement agencies, or in 
response to orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal. 


This information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act under 16 U.S.C. 3801 note and 16 U.S.C. 
3846. 



https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov



		PARCEL SHEET for

		ENTITY APPLICATION for a REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM (RCPP)

		ENTITY-HELD EASEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT

		To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the ...





		1 PPA Number: 2005-A-0105

		2 Name of Lead Partner on the PPA: NC Dept of Agricultural and Consumer Services

		4 State: North Carolina

		5 Name  Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		6 Email  Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		7 Telephone  Applicant Eligible Entity: 

		fill_10: 

		fill_11: 

		fill_12: 

		fill_14: 0

		fill_16: 0

		fill_17: 

		fill_18: 

		fill_19: 

		fill_20: 

		fill_21: 

		fill_22: 

		fill_23: 

		fill_24: 

		Date: 

		Date_2: 

		Date_3: 

		Date_4: 

		Date_5: 

		Date_6: 

		Date_7: 

		Date_8: 

		Date_9: 

		Date_10: 

		Group9: Off

		Group10: Off

		Group11: Off

		Group12: Off

		Group13: Off

		Check Box10: Off

		Check Box11: Off

		Check Box12: Off

		Check Box13: Off

		Check Box14: Off

		Group15: Off

		Check Box15: Off

		Check Box16: Off

		Check Box17: Off

		Check Box18: Off

		Check Box19: Off

		Check Box20: Off

		Check Box22: Off

		Check Box23: Off

		Check Box24: Off

		Group16: Off

		Group17: Off

		Group18: Off

		Group19: Off

		Text26: 0

		Check Box27: Off

		Check Box28: Off

		Check Box29: Off

		Check Box30: Off

		Check Box31: Off

		3 Application Date: 

		Check Box32: Off

		Group20: Off

		Clear From: 

		Check Box33: Off

		1 Parcel Location Farm and Tract Number Legal Description or Parcel Longitude and Latitude: 

		2 Parcel Physical Address: 

		4 Parcel Offered Acres: 

		US ROE: Off

		5 Parcel Conservation Values: Long Term Protection of Land, Wind and Water Erosion

		Cropland Acres: 

		Rangeland Acres: 

		Pastureland Acres: 

		Grassland Acres: 

		Shrub Acres: 

		NIPF Acres: 

		Wetland Acres: 

		Floodplain Acres: 

		Riparian Acres: 

		Associated Land Acres: 

		Historic grass acres: 

		Check Box21: Off

		Check Box25: Off

		Dropdown19: [ ]

		Dropdown20: [ ]

		Dropdown21: [ ]

		Dropdown22: [ ]

		1 Name of Entity Row1: 

		1 Name of Entity Row2: 

		1 Name of Entity Row3: 

		1 Name of Entity Row4: 

		5 Address  Parcel Landowner: 

		6 Email  Parcel Landowner: 

		8  Attached to RCPP Program Agreement Number:: 

		9  RCPP Parcel Application Number:: 

		4 Telephone  Parcel Landowner: 

		3 Parcel Landowner Tax ID Number  Parcel Landowner: 

		2  Parcel Landowner: 

		7 Landownder Name:_2: 

		7 Landownder Name:_3: 

		7 Landownder Name:_1: 

		7 Landownder Name:_4: 

		7 Enter Tax ID NumberLandowner Name_2: 

		7 Enter Tax ID NumberLandowner Name_3: 

		7 Enter Tax ID NumberLandowner Name_4: 

		7 Enter Tax ID NumberLandowner Name_1: 
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U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 


On behalf of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 


Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 


Appendix to Form NRCS-CPA-1276 
“RCPP Entity-Held Easement Parcel Cost-Share Contract” 


Pursuant to the terms of RCPP PROGRAM AGREEMENT _______________________ 
the terms of which are incorporated by reference into this RCPP Entity-Held Easement Parcel 
Cost-Share Contract (Parcel Contract), the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) by and 
through the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and   


(hereinafter, whether singular or plural, ENTITY) enter this Parcel Contract to provide funds for 
the acquisition of an RCPP conservation easement (RCPP Easement) by ENTITY on the NRCS-
approved Parcel (Parcel) identified on Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of Acquisition for 
RCPP Entity-Held Easement,” or any modification thereto on Form NRCS-CPA-1278, 
“Modifications of the Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-Held Easement.”  Each eligible 
entity identified on Form NRCS-CPA-1276, “RCPP Entity-Held Easement Parcel Cost-Share 
Contract,” and in this appendix, must be identified as an ENTITY in the Form NRCS-CPA-
1281, PROGRAM AGREEMENT, must be signatory to both the PROGRAM AGREEMENT 
and this Parcel Contract, must be a holder of the RCPP Easement, and is considered a participant 
in RCPP.  


1. DEFINITIONS


The following definitions are applicable to this Parcel Contract and the associated PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT.  All other words and phrases, unless the context of subject matter otherwise 
requires, shall have the meanings assigned to them in the PROGRAM AGREEMENT or the 
regulations governing RCPP at 7 CFR Section 1464.3. 


1. Participant.—Is defined as an eligible entity who has entered into this Parcel Contract
and is party to and responsible for implementing the terms and conditions of such
Parcel Contract and associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT and who may receive
payment of the RCPP cost-share assistance funds provided by NRCS as the Federal
share.


2. Lead Eligible Entity.—As designated on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, is one of the
above-listed eligible entities who will serve as the primary point of contact to NRCS
for the administration of this Parcel Contract; the lead eligible entity may serve as the
primary signatory for executing specific documents associated with this Parcel
Contract in accordance with designations made on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277.


3. Co-holder.—Is a legal entity that is identified in and signatory to the PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and this Parcel Contract and will be identified as a co-holder (grantee)


U.S. Department  of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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on the individual RCPP conservation easement deed to be held by ENTITY on the 
Parcel identified in this Parcel Contract.   


4. Third-party Right Holder.—Is a legal entity identified in this Parcel Contract and that
will be identified as a holder of a third-party right or other interest (not a grantee) on
the individual RCPP conservation easement deed to be held by ENTITY on the
Parcel identified in this Parcel Contract.


5. Landowner.—Is a person, legal entity, or Indian Tribe, having current legal
ownership of eligible land and those who may be buying eligible land under a
purchase agreement. The term landowner may include all forms of collective
ownership including joint tenants and tenants-in-common, and includes heirs,
successors, assigns, and anyone claiming under them.


2. PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS


A. NRCS is responsible to complete eligibility determinations for the land, landowner, and
ENTITY.  To remain in compliance with the terms of this Parcel Contract, ENTITY must
provide NRCS sufficient and timely access, information, and documentation to complete
these determinations.


B. ENTITY acknowledges that NRCS requires all current landowners of record, including
required members of landowner-legal entities to:
1. Complete and file Form AD-1026, “Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and


Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification,” or any successor form, and meet the
requirements set forth therein, in accordance with title XII of the Food Security Act
of 1985, as amended.


2. Meet the requirements of, complete, and file Form CCC-941, “Average Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information,” or
any successor form.


3. Complete and file the appropriate Form CCC-902, “Farm Operating Plan” (or
successor form) and supporting documentation, including the required member’s
information if the landowner is a business classified as a legal entity or joint operation
by USDA under 7 CFR Part 1400.


4. Maintain updated information with the Farm Service Agency as provided in 7 CFR
Part 1400.


C. ENTITY and co-holders identified in this Parcel Contract, must maintain current registration
in the Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) and meet the System
for Award Management (SAM) registration requirements or successor registry for the
duration of this Parcel Contract.


3. RCPP PARCEL COST-SHARE CONTRACT


A. The term “Parcel Contract,” as used in this appendix, means the program documents,
including Form NRCS-CPA-1276, the associated Form NRCS-CPA-1277, and as applicable
any Form NRCS-CPA-1278.  Such Parcel Contract sets forth the terms and conditions
additional to the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT for the acquisition of an RCPP
conservation easement on an individual Parcel and receipt of RCPP cost-share assistance for
such acquisition.
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B. Execution of the Parcel Contract represents agreement by ENTITY to acquire an RCPP
Easement on the identified Parcel or an agreed-to substitute Parcel under the terms specified
in this Parcel Contract and the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


C. This Parcel Contract must be executed by an authorized representative of ENTITY, NRCS,
and all identified co-holders.


4. AGREEMENT


ENTITY agrees to—
1. Comply with all terms and conditions, complete all activities, and submit all required


documents to NRCS in accordance with the timelines outlined in this Parcel Contract and
the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


2. Provide NRCS the information necessary to complete and execute the documents that
comprise this Parcel Contract and any modifications or changes thereto.


3. Notify NRCS as soon as possible, generally within 60 days, of any changes in
landownership, provide NRCS the most current evidence of ownership documentation,
and execute a modification on Form NRCS-CPA-1278 as needed to reflect the updated
current ownership.


4. Share responsibility for ensuring the information documented in this Parcel Contract is
accurate and complete.  NRCS may be prohibited from providing RCPP cost-share
assistance if it is determined that the Parcel Contract information is not accurately
reflected at the time of Parcel Contract execution and changes necessary to reflect the
correct information are outside of the scope of the original Parcel Contract.


5. Not undertake any action on the Parcel which tends to defeat the purposes of this Parcel
Contract, as determined by NRCS.


6. Allow NRCS representative or their agent access to the land under Parcel Contract for
the purposes of conducting onsite visits needed to determine eligibility, conduct pre-
acquisition due diligence activities, or complete any required planning activities.


7. Supply records and information, as required by NRCS, to determine compliance with this
Parcel Contract and requirements of the program within 30 days of request.


8. Ensure the RCPP conservation easement deed for the Parcel identified in this Parcel
Contract specifies the agreed-to Conservation Values and satisfies the requirements as
set forth in section VI(A)(5) and VI(A)(6) of the PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY
must:


i. Select on Form NRCS-CPA-1277, or modification thereto using Form NRCS-
CPA-1278, the level of restrictiveness of the RCPP conservation easement deed
and whether the United States will hold a Right of Enforcement.


ii. Attach as an exhibit to such form, a copy of the appropriate set of “RCPP
Minimum Deed Terms” or the entire draft, unexecuted, RCPP conservation
easement deed.


9. Ensure the RCPP easement plan is completed and approved by all required parties as set
forth in section VI(A)12 of the PROGRAM AGREEMENT and this Parcel Contract, and
as specified in the applicable RCPP conservation easement deed terms attached as an
exhibit to this Parcel Contract.
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5. RCPP EASEMENT PLAN


A. ENTITY must ensure the RCPP easement plan meets NRCS standards and specifications or
other applicable industry standards and is developed by ENTITY, NRCS, or other
appropriately qualified party.  ENTITY must ensure the entire RCPP easement plan is
provided to NRCS at least 90 days prior to the planned easement closing date and obtain
NRCS approval of the RCPP easement plan prior to closing.


B. ENTITY acknowledges that if the Parcel contains highly erodible cropland, a highly
erodible land (HEL) conservation plan that meets the requirements of 7 CFR Part 12 must be
developed by NRCS or an NRCS-certified planner, approved by NRCS prior to closing, and
provided to ENTITY and landowner.


C. The RCPP easement plan components and parties responsible for the development thereof
must be identified and agreed-to on Form NRCS-CPA-1277, or modification thereto on Form
NRCS-CPA-1278.


D. ENTITY will ensure NRCS has authorized access to the property and the landowner as
needed to develop, review, or approve plans.


E. Prior to closing on the RCPP Easement, ENTITY will ensure the RCPP easement plan is
signed by the landowner and ENTITY and as required by NRCS.


6. PAYMENTS


A. Based on a determination by NRCS that ENTITY has satisfied the terms and conditions of
this Parcel Contract and the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT and provided the items
identified therein, NRCS may provide the Federal share for the purchase of the RCPP
easement acquired by ENTITY.


B. ENTITY may request payment of the Federal share as reimbursement after closing or as an
advance payment prior to closing of an RCPP conservation easement on the identified Parcel.


C. To obtain reimbursement or an advance payment of the Federal share, ENTITY must submit
a payment request package, which includes Form NRCS-CPA-1280, “Conservation Activity
Approval and Payment Application for Acquisition of RCPP Entity-Held Easement,” and the
accompanying information and documentation required by the form and as identified in the
PROGRAM AGREEMENT and this Parcel Contract.


D. ENTITY may submit the payment request package—
1. Sixty (60) days prior to the planned closing date when a payment is to be issued at closing


(advance payment); or
2. After the RCPP easement has been recorded and the landowners have been paid


(reimbursement).
E. Payment of the Federal share for the purchase of an RCPP easement on a Parcel owned by a


legal entity, general partnership, or joint venture will be reduced by an amount
commensurate with the direct or indirect ownership interest in the legal entity, general
partnership, or joint venture of each person or legal entity determined to be subject to such
reduction based on the average adjusted gross income provisions of 7 CFR Part 1400.


F. NRCS will disburse funds only after verifying that ENTITY has provided all documentation,
certifications, and information required by the terms of this Parcel Contract and the
associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  NRCS will conduct an internal review of the
payment request package in accordance with NRCS easement acquisition internal controls
policy.  The NRCS State office will submit a copy of the payment request package for







NRCS-CPA-1276-Appendix 08/2021


Page 5 of 10 


national review and approval for all payments that require national-level review.  For 
advance payments, complete payment request packages for national review must be 
submitted by NRCS at the State level to NRCS NHQ no less than 30 days before the planned 
easement closing date. 


G. NRCS will disburse payment following receipt of a fully complete and correct payment
request package from ENTITY within 60 days.


H. If NRCS provides an advance payment, ENTITY must obtain a receipt for the Federal funds
from the closing agent and provide it to NRCS prior to closing.


I. ENTITY must ensure the closing agent does not hold the Federal funds in escrow for more
than 30 calendar days.  If closing does not occur within 30 calendar days of receipt of the
advance payment, ENTITY must ensure the Federal funds and any interest earned on those
funds while in escrow are returned to NRCS by the 31st calendar day unless otherwise
mutually agreed to by the parties.  ENTITY must ensure that the Federal funds are fully
insured while held in escrow.


J. All payments made as part of this Parcel Contract are reported to the United States Internal
Revenue Service (IRS).  For information related to tax liabilities, it is recommended that
ENTITY consult with a tax professional as needed.


K. Any ENTITY that will receive any share of a payment made for the implementation of this
Parcel Contract must be a signatory on this Parcel Contract and eligible for such payment.
Payments will occur in accordance with the shares to which the parties have agreed as set
forth on Form NRCS-CPA-1277 or in a fully executed modification on Form NRCS-CPA-
1278, signed by all eligible entities.  The Lead Eligible Entity on this Parcel Contract may
sign the easement payment application, Form NRCS-CPA-1280, unless such signature
authority is specifically not granted or assigned.


7. PROVISIONS RELATING TO TENANTS AND LANDLORDS


No payment will be approved if NRCS determines that any of the following conditions exist:
1. The landowner or operator has tenants who have an interest in land with a lease that has


not been properly terminated or modified, and would interfere with ENTITY’s ability to
implement the terms of this Parcel Contract or associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


2. ENTITY or landowner has adopted any other scheme or device for the purpose of
depriving any tenant of any benefits to which such tenant would otherwise be entitled.  If
any such conditions occur or are discovered after payments have been made, all or any
part of the payments, as determined by NRCS, must be refunded according to paragraph
10(B) of this appendix, and no further payments will be made.


8. PARCEL CONTRACT MODIFICATION, CORRECTION, AND CANCELLATION


A. ENTITY and NRCS may modify this Parcel Contract by mutual agreement through the
execution of a Form NRCS-CPA-1278 when—
1. Both the ENTITY and the NRCS State Conservationist agree to the modification;
2. NRCS had determined the modification is consistent with the purposes of the program;


and
3. ENTITY has provided all information needed for the modification and NRCS had


completed all associated eligibility and programmatic determinations.
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B. All modifications must be approved in writing by the authorized NRCS official and
ENTITY.  The Lead Eligible Entity may approve modifications to this Parcel Contract on
behalf of others signatory to this Parcel Contract unless such signature authority is
specifically denied on the Form NRCS-CPA-1276.


C. NRCS may unilaterally cancel this Parcel Contract when the easement acquisition would
cause adverse impacts to significant cultural or environmental resources without mitigation
action unless NRCS and ENTITY modify this Parcel Contract to address such impacts.


D. NRCS reserves the right to correct all errors in entering data or the results of computations in
this Parcel Contract.  If ENTITY does not agree to such corrections, NRCS will terminate
this Parcel Contract.


9. PARCEL CONTRACT TERMINATION


A. If ENTITY fails to carry out the terms and conditions of this Parcel Contract, NRCS may
terminate this Parcel Contract.  NRCS may require ENTITY to refund payments received
under this Parcel Contract.  Refunds will be subject to the provisions in paragraph 10(B) of
this appendix.


B. The NRCS may terminate this Parcel Contract, in whole or in part, without liability, if NRCS
determines that continued operation of this Parcel Contract will result in the violation of a
Federal statute or regulation, if NRCS determines that certain actions undermine the ability
of the land to accomplish the purposes of RCPP, or if NRCS determines that termination
would be in the public interest.  In the event this Parcel Contract is terminated for any reason,
the obligations of the parties will be as set forth in 2 CFR Part 200, “Uniform Administrative
Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards.”


C. This Parcel Contract terminates upon dissolution of the ENTITY.
D. NRCS may determine ENTITY is not in violation of this Parcel Contract for failure to


comply with this Parcel Contract if the circumstances for failing to comply were beyond the
control of the ENTITY, including a disaster or related condition, as determined by the
NRCS.


E. Upon death of a landowner, this Parcel Contract will be terminated with no penalty to the
parties to this Parcel Contract unless the landowner, court of appropriate jurisdiction, or
operation of State law, appointed an executor or other estate representative to act on the
landowner’s behalf and such executor or estate representative is determined eligible by
NRCS and identified on the Form NRCS-CPA-1278 or an NRCS-approved substitute parcel
is identified.


F. Nothing in this Parcel Contract will be construed as to limit or condition any right acquired
by the United States under any associated RCPP easement.


10. RECOVERY OF COST


A. The parties agree that NRCS will incur costs in administering this Parcel Contract.  The
parties further agree that in the event ENTITY violates the terms of this Parcel Contract,
ENTITY voluntarily terminates this Parcel Contract before any contractual payments have
been made, or this Parcel Contract is terminated with cause by NRCS, the NRCS is entitled
to be reimbursed for these costs.


B. Collection of amounts due from ENTITY for contract violation, improper payment, or any
other reason will follow procedures of 7 CFR Part 3.  NRCS will notify ENTITY and
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provide the reason for the collection and the amount owed.  Unpaid debts accrue interest due 
to the NRCS beginning 30 days after the billing date at the current value of funds rate 
published in the Federal Register by the United States Department of Treasury. 


11.  PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE  


Within the timeframes established by NRCS, the documents that comprise this Parcel Contract 
must be signed, as identified therein, by an authorized representative of each eligible entity that 
is party to this Parcel Contract, and this NRCS-CPA-1276-Appendix must also be signed by an 
authorized representative of each identified co-holder.  This Parcel Contract is effective when 
signed by ENTITY and then executed by an authorized representative of NRCS.  The contract 
term begins on the date NRCS executes this Parcel Contract as indicated on the Form NRCS-
CPA-1276.  The period of performance must be indicated on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277 or any 
modification thereto, on the Form NRCS-CPA-1278.  This Parcel Contract remains valid until 
such time as the Parcel Contract expiration date is reached unless otherwise cancelled or 
terminated by the parties to this Parcel Contract pursuant to the terms and conditions of this 
Parcel Contract or the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  In the event that a statute is 
enacted during the period of this Parcel Contract which would materially change the terms and 
conditions of this Parcel Contract, the NRCS may require ENTITY to either modify this Parcel 
Contract consistent with the provisions of such statute or agree to Parcel Contract termination.  


12.  GENERAL TERMS 


A. The regulations in 7 CFR Part 1464 for RCPP are incorporated, by reference, herein.  In the 
event of a conflict between these regulations and the terms of this appendix, the provisions of 
the regulations will prevail. 


B. This Parcel Contract must be carried out in accordance with all applicable Federal statutes 
and regulations.  Any ambiguities in this Parcel Contract and questions as to the validity of 
any of its specific provisions will be resolved in favor of NRCS so as to give maximum 
effect to the conservation purposes of this Parcel Contract. 


C. NRCS is administering this Parcel Contract on behalf of CCC.  Therefore, where this Parcel 
Contract refers to “NRCS,” NRCS is acting on CCC’s behalf for the purposes of 
administering this Parcel Contract.  When the term “ENTITY” is used in this Parcel 
Contract, it will be construed to mean all eligible entities identified in this Parcel Contract. 


D. This Parcel Contract is a financial assistance agreement, not a procurement contract.  As 
such, it is not subject to 5 CFR Part 1315, the Prompt Payment Act, and is governed by the 
terms set forth herein.  


13.  CERTIFICATION AND ASSURANCES REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH 
PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (see generally 2 CFR Part 
200, “Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for 
Federal Awards”) 
 
As a condition of this Parcel Contract entered into pursuant to the associated PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT, ENTITY certifies and assures that they are in compliance with and will comply 
in the course of this Parcel Contract and the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT with all 
applicable laws, regulations, Executive orders, and other generally applicable requirements, 
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including those set out in 2 CFR Part 200, applicable to nonprofit institutions, which are hereby 
incorporated into this Parcel Contract by reference, and such other regulatory and statutory 
provisions as are specifically set forth in the associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT and herein. 


14. RIGHTS TO APPEAL AND REQUEST EQUITABLE RELIEF


A. ENTITY may appeal an adverse decision under this Parcel Contract in accordance with the
appeal procedures set forth in 7 CFR Part 11, Subpart A, and Part 614.  Pending the
resolution of an appeal, no payments will be made under this Parcel Contract.  Before an
ENTITY seeks judicial review, ENTITY must exhaust all appeal rights granted within these
regulations.


B. ENTITY may also request equitable relief, as provided under 7 U.S.C. Section 7996, and 7
CFR Part 635, with the requirements of that provision.


15. DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE (2 CFR Part 182 and 2 CFR Part 421)


By signing this Parcel Contract, ENTITY certifies that ENTITY will comply with the 
requirements of 2 CFR Part 182 and 2 CFR Part 421.  If it is later determined that ENTITY 
knowingly rendered a false certification or otherwise violated the requirements of the Drug-Free 
Workplace Act, NRCS, in addition to any other remedies available to NRCS under this Parcel 
Contract or associated PROGRAM AGREEMENT or in general to the United States, may take 
action authorized under the Drug-Free Workplace Act. 
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The following ELIGIBLE ENTITIES and Co-Holders, by entering their signatures, 
acknowledge receipt of this Form NRCS-CPA-1276-Appendix and agree to its terms and 
conditions thereof.   


By signing this document, you acknowledge and agree that all the information provided is true 
and accurate on your behalf.  Any false certifications made by signing this Appendix may subject 
the signatory to criminal and civil fraud statutes.  You further acknowledge that you have read 
and accept all terms and conditions provided in this appendix. 


ELIGIBLE ENTITY – SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE  
(All signatory Eligible Entities must be party to the associated Form NRCS-CPA-1281, Program 
Agreement and must be identified on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of Acquisition for 
Easement” and any subsequent Form NRCS-CPA-1278, “Modification of the Schedule of 
Acquisition for Easement,” for this Parcel Contract) 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


CO-HOLDERS – SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 
(All signatory Co-Holders must be signatory to the associated Form NRCS-CPA-1281, Program 
Agreement and must be identified on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of Acquisition for 
Easement” form and any subsequent Form NRCS-CPA-1278, “Modification of the Schedule of 
Acquisition for Easement,” for this Parcel Contract) 
____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDERS – SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED 
REPRESENTATIVE 
(Optional, only required if ENTITY requires Third-Party Right Holders to Sign this appendix) 
(All signatory Third-Party Right holders may be identified on the associated Form NRCS-CPA-
1281, Program Agreement and must be identified on the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of 
Acquisition for Easement” and any subsequent Form NRCS-CPA-1278, “Modification of the 
Schedule of Acquisition for Easement,” for this Parcel Contract) 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 
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____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


____________________________________________________ Date _____________ 


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).  
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.   


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact 
the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English. 


To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint 
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information  requested in the form.  To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992.  Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: Program.intake@usda.gov. 


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender 



https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-program-discrimination-complaint-usda-customer

mailto:Program.intake@usda.gov
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Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) – 
Entity-Held Easement  


PARCEL COST-SHARE CONTRACT 


Lead ELIGIBLE ENTITY on RCPP Program Agreement (Participant): RCPP Program Agreement Number: 


Lead Partner on RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement (PPA): RCPP PPA Number: 


State: Parcel Contract Number: 


This parcel contract is effective on the date signed by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) obligating official and 
extends through March 31, __________ [ENTER YEAR that is 3 fiscal years after the date signed by NRCS], or to March 31 of a 
subsequent fiscal year in accordance with the terms of the above-reference RCPP program agreement and as agreed to by all parties 
through the execution of a valid modification to this parcel contract as described herein. 
1. The undersigned eligible entities (participants) enter into this RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract (Parcel Contract) with the


Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to acquire a conservation easement, as set forth in the above-referenced
Form NRCS-CPA-1281, RCPP Program Agreement on the Parcel identified in the documents that comprise this Parcel
Contract, including the proposed Parcel boundary map. The term “Parties” as used herein refers collectively to NRCS and
the undersigned participants.


2. This Parcel Contract is comprised of this Form NRCS-CPA-1276, “RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract,” and the Form NRCS-
CPA-1276-Appendix and the Form NRCS-CPA-1277, “Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-Held Easement,” which are
hereby fully incorporated into this document and are binding upon the participants. The Form NRCS-CPA-1277 may be
modified through the execution of Form NRCS-CPA-1278, “Modification of the Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-
Held Easement,” by both NRCS and the participant and becomes a part of the Parcel Contract when the parties have agreed to
and signed Form NRCS-CPA-1278.


3. NRCS issuance of payment of the Federal share to the participants in the amount identified on Form NRCS-CPA-1277, or
approved modifications thereto on Form NRCS-CPA-1278, will be based on a determination by NRCS that the participants
have satisfied the terms and conditions of this Parcel Contract and above-referenced RCPP Program Agreement.


4. The participants agree to—
A) Identify on this Form NRCS-CPA-1276, all eligible entities (participants) under this Parcel Contract, and to identify one
of the listed eligible entities as a “Lead Eligible Entity” to serve as the primary point of contact to NRCS for the purposes of
administering this Parcel Contract and whose signature is required on all forms associated with this Parcel Contract.
B) Identify on this Form NRCS-CPA-1276, the other eligible entities (participants) whose signatures are required on the
Form NRCS-CPA-1277, and any associated modification thereto on Form NRCS-CPA-1278, and the on the submission of
Form NRCS-CPA-1280, “Conservation Activity Approval and Payment Application for Acquisition of Easements,” to
request payment of the Federal share associated with this Parcel Contract.
C) Obtain all required signatures on the Parcel Contract documents as identified on this Form NRCS-CPA-1276 and Form
NRCS-CPA-1276-Appendix.
D) Comply with the terms and conditions of this Parcel Contract and the above-referenced RCPP Program Agreement,
including providing to NRCS all required items identified therein.


5. PARCEL CONTRACT PARTICIPANTS
(May only be an Eligible Entity that is Party to the RCPP Program Agreement to which this Parcel Contract is associated;
Payment Shares identified below must total 100 percent)


A) Lead ELIGIBLE ENTITY (Participant)


Lead Eligible Entity Name TAX ID 


DUNS 
Eligible Entity Address, Telephone, e-mail 


Payment Shares 
(enter percent)  % 


Signature of Authorized Representative Date 
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B) Additional ELIGIBLE ENTITIES (Participants)
(Attach additional pages as needed)


Eligible Entity Name TAX ID 


DUNS 
Eligible Entity Address, Telephone, e-mail 


Payment Shares 
(enter percent)  % 


Signature of Authorized Representative Date 


Signature required for modifications 
(Form NRCS-CPA-1278)  
(NOTE: This delegation is not applicable for change in 
payment shares made on the Form NRCS-CPA-1278) 


Yes  No 
Signature required for 
payment requests  
(Form NRCS-CPA-1280) 


 Yes No 


Eligible Entity Name TAX ID 


DUNS 


Eligible Entity Address, Telephone, e-mail 
Payment Shares 
(enter percent)  % 


Signature of Authorized Representative Date 


Signature required for modifications 
(Form NRCS-CPA-1278) 
(NOTE: This delegation is not applicable for change in 
payment shares made on the Form NRCS-CPA-1278) 


Yes  No 
Signature required for 
payment requests   
(Form NRCS-CPA-1280) 


 Yes No 


6. NRCS APPROVING OFFICIAL


NRCS State Conservationist Signature Date: 
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PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT 


The following statements are made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C 522a). Furnishing this information is 
voluntary; however, failure to furnish correct, complete information will result in the withholding or withdrawal of such technical 
or financial assistance. The information may be furnished to other USDA agencies, the Internal Revenue Service, the Department 
of Justice, or other state or federal law enforcement agencies, or in response to orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative 
tribunal. This information collection is exempted from the Paperwork Reduction Act under 16 U.S.C. 3801 note and 16 U.S.C. 
3846. 


Non-Discrimination Statement 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the 
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs).  Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 


Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be 
made available in languages other than English. 


To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online 
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3)   email: program.intake@usda.gov. 


USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 



mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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IDENTIFICATION AND SIGNATURE PAGE  
For  


ALL RCPP PROGRAM AGREEMENT PARTIES: ELIGIBLE ENTITIES and NRCS 
and Possible 


EASEMENT CO-HOLDERS AND THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDERS 


This exhibit defines the roles and identifies the legal entities that may be party to or identified on any individual “RCPP parcel cost-share contract for an 
Entity-Held Easement” (Parcel Contract) that may be entered into pursuant to this NRCS-CPA-1281 “RCPP Program Agreement” (Program Agreement) 
which is a supplemental agreement to the “RCPP Programmatic Partnership Agreement”.  At a minimum, this exhibit and any amendments thereto must 
be executed as required by an appropriately authorized representative of each legal entity identified as an “eligible entity” or a “co-holder.”  Each Parcel 
Contract associated with this Program Agreement may only identify and be executed by eligible entities or co-holders that are identified on this exhibit 
and have executed this Program Agreement.  The eligible entity and NRCS may agree to attach additional pages to this exhibit to identify additional 
legal entities or to further define and clarify the roles of the legal entities identified on this exhibit to the extent the further definitions and clarifications 
do not conflict with the provisions of the Program Agreement, including all exhibits and attachments, or the terms and conditions of the individual 
Parcel Contracts. 


Section 1: 
ELIGIBLE ENTITY: 
- Is considered a participant in RCPP, and therefore must meet the RCPP eligible entity requirements as an independent1/ or dependent2/ eligible


entity, as defined in this exhibit.  At least one independent eligible entity must be identified on this exhibit.
- Must provide information to the Farm Service Agency (FSA) for entry into the Service Center Information Management System (SCIMS), or


successor tool.
- All eligible entities identified in this exhibit, must have a DUNS number3/ and be registered in SAM4/.
- Through execution of this exhibit, eligible entities identified in this section are considered party to the RCPP Program Agreement.
- Only eligible entities identified in this section may be party to and execute an individual Parcel Contract entered into pursuant to this Program


Agreement as described below:
- “Independent” Eligible Entities.—At least one independent eligible entity that is party to this Program Agreement must be party to and


execute any Parcel Contract associated with this Program Agreement.
- “Dependent” Eligible Entities.—Any dependent eligible entities that are party to this Program Agreement may also be party to and execute


any individual Parcel Contract to which an independent eligible entity is also a party.
- Each eligible entity that is party to an individual Parcel Contract associated with this Program Agreement—


- Must be identified as a holder (grantee) of the conservation easement deed funded through the individual Parcel Contract.
- May receive payment of RCPP cost-share assistance provided by NRCS as the Federal share.


- This Program Agreement may be amended to identify new eligible entities but may not be amended to remove eligible entities.
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ELIGIBLE ENTITY NAME DUNS 
NUMBER 


CHECK ONLY ONE PER 
ELIGIBLE ENTITY AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 


INDEPENDENT 
ELIGIBLE 
ENTITY1/: 


DEPENDENT 
ELIGIBLE 
ENTITY 2/: 


WRITTEN NAME 
and POSITION 


SIGNATURE and DATE 


Section 2: 
CO-HOLDER: 
- Is any legal entity identified as a co-holder (grantee) on an individual conservation easement deed that will be held by an eligible entity that is party


to this Program Agreement and identified in section 1 above.p
- Is not considered a participant in RCPP, and therefore is not required to meet the RCPP eligible entity requirements.
- May not receive a direct payment of RCPP cost-share assistance from NRCS, however, is considered a beneficiary of those Federal funds, and


therefore must have a DUNS number3/ and be registered in SAM4/.
- Must provide information to the FSA for entry into the SCIMS, or successor tool.
- This exhibit, or amendments thereto, must identify all legal entities that may serve as a co-holder and must be executed by a sufficiently authorized


representative each legal entity.
- Through execution of this exhibit, or amendments thereto, co-holders acknowledge the terms and conditions of this Program Agreement.
- Any co-holder identified in this section may be identified on and signatory to an individual Parcel Contract associated with this Program


Agreement.
- Each co-holder identified on an individual Parcel Contract:


- Must be identified as a grantee (co-holder) of the conservation easement deed funded through the individual Parcel Contract.
- Must have a sufficiently authorized representative sign the individual Parcel Contract on which that co-holder is identified.


- This Program Agreement must be amended to add any co-holders identified after the execution of this Program Agreement and prior to the
execution of any associated individual Parcel Contracts on which that co-holder is identified.
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CO-HOLDER ENTITY NAME DUNS 
NUMBER 


CHECK ALL THAT MAY APPLY5/ SIGNATURE OF 
AUTHORIZED 


REPRESENTATIVE and 
DATE 


Acqu-
isition 


Enforce-
ment 


Monitoring Funding Third 
Party6/ 


Other 


Section 3: 
THIRD-PARTY RIGHT HOLDER: 
- Is any legal entity identified as a third-party right holder (not a grantee) on an individual conservation easement deed that will be held by an


eligible entity that is party to this Program Agreement and identified in section 1 above.
- Is not considered a participant in RCPP, and therefore is not required to meet the RCPP eligible entity requirements.
- May not receive a direct payment of RCPP cost-share assistance from NRCS, is not considered a beneficiary of those Federal funds, and therefore


is not required to have a DUNS number3/ or be registered in SAM4/.
- This exhibit must identify all legal entities that may serve as a third-party right holder as known at the time of execution of this Program


Agreement.
- The eligible entity may elect to require third-party right holders to sign this exhibit, or amendments thereto, acknowledging they have received a


copy of the terms of the Program Agreement.
- Any legal entity identified as a third-party right holder on this exhibit may be identified on an individual Parcel Contract associated with this


Program Agreement.
- Each third-party right holder (including those not identified in this Exhibit) that will be identified in the conservation easement deed funded through


the individual Parcel Contract:
- Must not be identified as a grantee (co-holder) on the conservation easement deed.
- Must be identified on the conservation easement deed as a holder of a third-party right.
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- Must be identified on the individual Parcel Contract for that Parcel.
- Is not required to sign any Parcel Contracts associated with this Program Agreement unless required by the eligible entity.


- An amendment to this Program Agreement is not required to add third-party right holders identified after the execution or amendment of this
Program Agreement, however all third-party right holders must be identified on the individual Parcel Contracts for the parcels on which the third-
party right holder will be identified in the conservation easement deed.


THIRD-PARTY RIGHT 
HOLDER ENTITY NAME 


DUNS 
NUMBER 
(Optional) 


CHECK ALL THAT MAY APPLY5/ SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED 
REPRESENTATIVE and DATE 


(Optional) 
Acqu-
isition 


Enforce-
ment 


Monitoring Funding Other 


Section 4: Definitions and Requirements 
1/ An INDEPENDENT ELIGIBLE ENTITY means an entity authorized to hold conservation easements that NRCS has determined meets all applicable 
RCPP statutory, regulatory, and policy requirements of an eligible entity, including but not limited to 16 U.S.C. Sections 3871a(4) and 3865a(3) and 7 
CFR Parts 1464 and 1468, and has a land protection program that purchases easements for the purposes of protecting the stated Conservation Values. 
2/ A DEPENDENT ELIGIBLE ENTITY means an entity that NRCS has determined meets all of the RCPP statutory requirements of an eligible entity 
but may not meet one or more of the regulatory or policy requirements at the time the Program Agreement is executed. A dependent eligible entity may 
only be party to a Program Agreement and any associated individual Parcel Contracts to which an independent eligible entity is also party.  
3/ All eligible entities and co-holders must provide and maintain current registration in the Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System 
(DUNS).
4/ All eligible entities and co-holders must meet the central contractor registration requirements through the System for Award Management (SAM) or 
successor registry.  Registration in SAM must be maintained for the duration of the Program Agreement and any associated individual Parcel Contracts. 
Eligible entities and co-holders must renew their SAM registration annually and must not allow their registration to lapse or expire prior to renewal. 
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5/ A co-holder or third-party right holder may assist in the performance of the identified functions; however, the eligible entity retains primary 
responsibility for all functions related to compliance with the terms and conditions of the Program Agreement and associated Parcel Contract, as well as 
the acquisition, monitoring, and enforcement of each RCPP easement acquired pursuant to such Parcel Contracts.  
6/ A legal entity identified in section 2 above as a co-holder, may also identify in section 2 above that they may be a third-party holder for some 
easement transactions, and such legal entity does not also have to be identified in section 3 above.  The role of that legal entity as either a co-holder or a 
third-party holder will be specified on the individual Parcel Contract for the acquisition of the agricultural land easement on the identified parcel.


NRCS Approving Official Signature 
NRCS State Conservationist Signature Date 
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PROGRAM AGREEMENT  
between 


USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) 
and the 


[ELIGIBLE ENTITY or ENTITIES NAME(S)] 
for the 


REGIONAL CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 
ENTITY-HELD EASEMENTS 


This PROGRAM AGREEMENT is entered into by and between the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), on behalf of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (CCC), and the                                                                     (hereinafter, whether 
singular or plural, ENTITY). NRCS and ENTITY are engaged in complementary and compatible 
activities related to purchasing conservation easements to secure the long-term protection of the 
specified conservation values of the land, such as benefits to soil, water, wildlife, agricultural land, and 
related natural resources. These activities are accomplished through the entity-held easement provisions 
of the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). To accomplish these activities, 
financial and technical assistance may be provided by NRCS and ENTITY, whose assistance may 
include qualified contributions from others.  


I. AUTHORITY


NRCS enters this PROGRAM AGREEMENT pursuant to and as a supplement agreement to the RCPP 
Programmatic Partnership Agreement (“the PPA”) #__________________________________________, 
dated ____________________, by and between the USDA NRCS and the 
and under the authorities of the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act, 15 U.S.C. Section 714 et 
seq.; the Regional Conservation Partnership Program, subtitle I of title XII of the Food Security Act of 
1985, as amended by the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018, 16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq. This 
PROGRAM AGREEMENT will be administered in accordance with the policies and procedures set forth 
in the RCPP regulation (7 CFR Part 1464).   


enters this PROGRAM AGREEMENT under the authorities 
of . 


II. BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE


RCPP is a voluntary conservation program that provides authority for NRCS and an eligible 
partner to collaborate on a project that addresses one or more resource concern categories in a 
project area.  The purpose of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT is to supplement the PPA to establish the 
framework by which NRCS and ENTITY may implement the eligible activities necessary to 
acquire entity-held RCPP conservation easements (RCPP easement) that ensure the long-term 
protection of the specified conservation values on eligible land.  The term “Parties” as used herein 
refers collectively to NRCS and ENTITY. 


ENTITY has submitted an entity application for NRCS program assistance through RCPP and has 
been determined by NRCS to meet the statutory and regulatory requirements to participate in RCPP 
as an “eligible entity.”  ENTITY will carry out activities specified in this PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT by working with NRCS and eligible landowners to acquire RCPP easements on lands 
determined by NRCS to 
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be eligible for RCPP.  The land on which an RCPP easement may be acquired is herein referred to 
collectively as “Parcels” or individually as “Parcel.” 


The Parties agree that the principal purpose of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT is to identify, describe, and 
document the Parties’ acknowledgement and agreement of— 


1. The roles and responsibilities of the NRCS and ENTITY related to the acquisition and long-term
stewardship of entity-held RCPP easements.


2. The requirements and limitations for providing and receiving RCPP financial assistance funds
(cost-share) and technical assistance services.


3. The procedures for executing and administering individual “RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contracts”
through which NRCS may provide RCPP cost-share assistance to ENTITY for the purchase of an
RCPP easement on an individual Parcel.


4. The list of eligible entities that are party to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the designation of
the eligible entities that will individually or collectively be party to individual RCPP Parcel Cost-
Share Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


5. The list of potential easement co-holders or third-party right holders that may be identified in an
individual RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract and the associated RCPP conservation easement deed
and the respective roles and responsibilities of such holders.


6. The Conservation Values, based on the conservation benefits and associated project resource
concerns identified in the PPA, that must be specified in the terms of an RCPP easement acquired
pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


7. Supplemental provisions to the framework established in this PROGRAM AGREEMENT included
as an attachment to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and used to identify additional specific
requirements, procedures, roles, and responsibilities as agreed to by NRCS and ENTITY.


III. PROGRAM AGREEMENT AND ASSOCIATED RCPP PARCEL COST-SHARE
CONTRACTS


A. This PROGRAM AGREEMENT will expire on the date identified below, which must be earlier or the
same as the expiration date of the PPA.  ENTITY may submit individual parcel applications to NRCS
for RCPP cost-share assistance for the purchase of an RCPP Easement at any time during the life of the
PROGRAM AGREEMENT. Individual parcel applications associated with this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and determined by NRCS to meet eligibility, enrollment, and prioritization criteria may
be selected for funding by NRCS on a continuous basis or during announced signup and batching
periods.   In the event the PPA expiration date is extended, NRCS and the Entity may, in writing,
mutually agree to extend this PROGRAM AGREEMENT to a date earlier or the same as the expiration
date of the PPA


 Program Agreement Expiration Date:


B. RCPP cost-share assistance (Federal share) for individual Parcels selected for funding will be obligated
and provided through individual RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contracts (Parcel Contract) entered into by
NRCS and ENTITY (see exhibit 3 of this agreement for sample Parcel Contract forms, these are
provided for informational purposes, NRCS will provide the actual Parcel Contract forms appropriate
for the specific transaction type prior to the execution of an individual Parcel Contract).  Individual
Parcel Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT are assured of funding for
the entire length of the approved Parcel Contract in accordance with the terms of the Parcel Contract
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and may continue beyond the expiration date of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  A Parcel Contract 
may not be entered into after the expiration date of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT. 


C. Each Parcel Contract may identify only one Parcel and will document the Parties' agreement to the
Parcel-specific information as required in the Parcel Contract, which includes but is not limited to
identifying: the Conservation Values that will be stated in the RCPP conservation easement deed; the
level of restrictiveness of the RCPP easement as either “highly restrictive”, “moderately restrictive”, or
“minimally restrictive”; whether the United States will acquire and hold a right of enforcement in the
RCPP easement; and the transaction type.


D. The standard expiration date for all individual Parcel Contracts is March 31 of the third fiscal year
following the fiscal year the Parcel Contract is executed.  Prior to expiration of a Parcel Contract and
upon mutual agreement of the Parties through the execution of a modification to an individual Parcel
Contract, a maximum of two individual 12-month extensions may be approved.  No Parcel Contract
may extend beyond March 31 of the fifth fiscal year following the original fiscal year of the Parcel
Contract execution.


E. Upon mutual agreement of the Parties through the execution of a modification to an individual Parcel
Contract during its term, NRCS may allow the substitution of a Parcel at any time, provided that as
determined by NRCS, the substitute Parcel and all of its landowners meet all RCPP eligibility
requirements, the substitute Parcel is of comparable conservation value and is the same enrollment type
as the original Parcel, and sufficient funds are available.


F. Upon modification, completion, expiration, termination, or cancellation of an individual Parcel
Contract, the excess or remaining funds will be deobligated from the individual Parcel Contract.


G. Nothing in this PROGRAM AGREEMENT obligates NRCS or ENTITY to purchase an RCPP
Easement on any Parcel submitted for funding.


IV. FEDERAL SHARE AND NON FEDERAL SHARE REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITATIONS


A. The fair market value of the RCPP Easement must be determined using an appraisal that meets the
appraisal requirements set forth in section VI of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  The resultant fair
market value of the RCPP Easement will be identified in the individual Parcel Contract and used to
establish the amount of the RCPP cost-share assistance that may be provided by NRCS as the Federal
share and the corresponding non-Federal share amount provided by ENTITY for the individual Parcel
as follows:
1. Entity-Held RCPP Easement with US Right of Enforcement.—The Federal share will not exceed


the lesser of 50 percent of the fair market value of the RCPP Easement or the non-Federal share
provided by ENTITY, as described in paragraph B below of this section IV. At the time of
execution of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, ENTITY must agree to provide, for each Entity-
Held RCPP Easement that includes a US Right of Enforcement, a non-Federal share in an amount
at least equivalent to the Federal share.


2. Entity-Held RCPP Easement with no US Right of Enforcement.—In the case of an RCPP Easement
where the United States will not acquire a Right of Enforcement, the Federal share will not exceed
25 percent of the fair market value of the RCPP Easement and the non-Federal share provided by
ENTITY, as described in paragraph B below of this section IV, must comprise the remainder of
the fair market value of the RCPP Easement.  At the time of execution of this PROGRAM
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AGREEMENT, ENTITY must agree to provide for each Entity-Held RCPP Easement with no US 
Right of Enforcement, a non-Federal share that meets the requirements of this section IV.   


B. The non-Federal share for an individual easement may be comprised of one or more of the following
items:
1. ENTITY’s contribution of its own cash resources for payment of easement compensation to the


landowner.
2. A landowner donation toward the easement value in the form of a charitable donation or a qualified


conservation contribution (as defined by section 170(h) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) that
reduces the easement purchase price.


C. On an individual Parcel basis, ENTITY must self-certify on the appropriate Form NRCS-CPA-1279,
“Statement to Confirm Matching Funds” (see attached exhibit or successor form provided by NRCS),
that ENTITY’s contribution of its own cash resources has not come from additional donations,
payments, loans, or fees made by or charged to the Grantor (landowner) of the RCPP easement,
immediate family members of the Grantor (landowner), or organizations controlled by or funded by
the Grantor (landowner), either through formal or informal agreements. ENTITY must provide to
NRCS a completed Form NRCS-CPA-1280 signed by ENTITY and the landowner prior to the
closing of an RCPP easement, or an advance of the Federal share for the purchase of an RCPP
easement, on the Parcel identified in an individual Parcel Contract.  The appropriate version of the
Form NRCS-CPA-1279 must be submitted and must identify the amount and sources of the items
included in the non-Federal share.


V. PAYMENT OF RCPP COST-SHARE ASSISTANCE


A. In order to receive the Federal share for the purchase of an RCPP Easement on the Parcel identified in a
valid Parcel Contract, ENTITY must meet the terms and conditions set forth in this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and the associated Parcel Contract and must provide to NRCS the items identified
therein.


B. Pursuant to the terms of the individual Parcel Contract, ENTITY may request payment of the Federal
share as reimbursement after closing or as an advance payment prior to closing of an RCPP Easement.
If an advance of the Federal share will be requested, ENTITY must submit to NRCS a complete payment
request package, including all required documents, prior to closing on the RCPP Easement.


VI. RESPONSIBILITIES


A. ENTITY Responsibilities:


1. ENTITY will acquire and hold RCPP Easements on eligible land that has eligible landowners as
identified in an individual Parcel Contract consistent with the requirements identified therein and
consistent with the provisions of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY must be identified as
a Grantee (holder) under the terms of the RCPP conservation easement deed.


2. An RCPP conservation easement deed may also include legal entities that are co-holders (identified
as Grantees in the easement deed) or third-party right holders (not identified as Grantees in the
easement deed).  Exhibit 1 to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT specifies the requirements,
limitations, roles, and responsibilities of co-holders or third-party right holders.  ENTITY must list
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on exhibit 1 the legal entities that may be identified as a co-holder or third-party right holder on any 
RCPP conservation easement deed that may be acquired pursuant to a Parcel Contract executed 
under this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY must list the specific co-holders or third-party 
right holders for an individual Parcel on the individual Parcel Contract and obtain any required 
signatures from a sufficiently authorized representative of the legal entity as follows:  


i. All potential co-holders must be listed on and must sign exhibit 1 to this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and any individual Parcel Contracts for Parcels on which the co-holder will be
identified in the RCPP conservation easement deed.  ENTITY will list the potential co-holders
and obtain required signatures on exhibit 1 at the time of execution of this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT or through a subsequent amendment to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT to
update exhibit 1, prior to the execution of an individual Parcel Contract or modification thereto
that identifies the listed co-holder.


ii. ENTITY will list all potential third-party right holders on exhibit 1, as known at the time of
execution of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  An amendment to this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT to update exhibit 1 is not required to list subsequently identified third-party right
holders.  All third-party right holders must be identified on the individual Parcel Contracts for
Parcels on which the third-party right holder will be identified in the RCPP conservation
easement deed.  Third-party right holders may be required to sign exhibit 1 of this agreement or
individual Program Contracts at ENTITY discretion.


3. ENTITY must maintain current registration in the Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering
System (DUNS) and meet the System for Award Management (SAM) registration requirements or
successor registry for the duration of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and any active Parcel
Contracts executed pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  These DUNS and SAM
registration requirements also apply to all legal entities identified as co-holders (Grantees) in exhibit
1.


4. The landowner is identified as the Grantor under the terms of the RCPP conservation easement deed.
ENTITY must notify NRCS as soon as possible if there is a change in landownership after the
individual Parcel Contract is executed and prior to closing on the easement.  Changes to
landownership that occur prior to closing on the RCPP easement must be documented through the
execution of a modification to the Parcel Contract.


5. ENTITY must ensure that the RCPP easements acquired with RCPP cost-share assistance provided
by NRCS through a Parcel Contract and the RCPP conservation easement deeds satisfy the
requirements listed in items (i) through (xi) below and in paragraph (6) below:


i. Are conveyed for the purpose of the restoration, protection, enhancement, management,
maintenance, and monitoring of the Conservation Values as stated in the RCPP conservation
easement deed (Exhibit 4 to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT provides the Conservation
Values that may be identified in an individual RCPP easement acquired pursuant to this
PROGRAM AGREEMENT).


ii. Include terms that set forth the allowable uses, limitations on use, prohibitions, and specific
protections at a level of restrictiveness that ensures RCPP easement will effectively protect
the stated Conservation Values and accomplish the purposes for which the RCPP easement is
being acquired.  Include any additional provisions needed to address the attributes for which
a parcel was ranked and selected for funding.


iii. Include terms that set forth requirements related to the development, update, approval, and as
applicable, enforcement, of the RCPP easement plan.
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iv. Run with the land in perpetuity or where State law prohibits or does not authorize a permanent
easement, for the maximum duration allowed under State law;


v. Provide for the effective administration, management, annual monitoring, and enforcement
of the RCPP Easement by ENTITY or its successors and assigns; and


vi. Permit effective enforcement of the conservation purposes of such easements;
vii. Include an indemnification clause requiring the landowner to indemnify and hold harmless


the United States from any liability arising from or related to the property enrolled in RCPP.
viii. Include  clauses requiring that any changes to the easement deed or easement area made after


easement recordation, including any amendment to the easement deed, any subordination of
the terms of the easement, or any modifications, exchanges, or terminations of some or all of
the easement area, must be consistent with the purposes of the RCPP conservation easement
and must be approved by NRCS and the easement holder in accordance with 7 CFR Section
1464.32 and 7 CFR Section 1468.6 prior to recordation or else the action is null and void.


ix. Address the disposition of the RCPP easement and the Federal share in the event the RCPP
easement is ever extinguished, terminated, or condemned in whole or in part;


x. For RCPP Easements in which the United States will hold a right of enforcement, include the
US right of enforcement clause as set forth in the appropriate version of the RCPP Minimum
Deed Terms addendum.


xi. For RCPP easements acquired pursuant to an RCPP PPA through an alternative funding
arrangement (AFA), ENTITY must attach or incorporate the RCPP minimum deed terms as
described in paragraph 6 to the RCPP conservation easement deed below or must address the
minimum deed requirements provided as exhibit 5 to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT in its
RCPP conservation easement deed.


6. ENTITY is authorized to use its own terms and conditions in the RCPP conservation easement
deeds so long as the RCPP conservation easement deed contains the “RCPP Minimum Deed Terms”
as stated in the appropriate version of the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum.  Prior to
executing an individual Parcel Contract, ENTITY and NRCS, will determine which RCPP
Minimum Deed Terms addendum is most appropriate to achieve the identified RCPP project
purposes on a particular property.  The RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum that must be used
corresponds to the level of restrictiveness of the RCPP easement as identified in the individual Parcel
Contract.  The entirety of the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum must be either executed and
attached as an exhibit to the RCPP conservation easement deed or incorporated into the body of the
RCPP conservation easement deed.  ENTITY’s own terms and conditions in the deed may not alter
or defeat the intent, purpose, or effective enforcement by the Parties of the RCPP Minimum Deed
Terms, RCPP, or the RCPP Easements acquired pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.


i. The terms of the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum, whether attached as an exhibit to
the RCPP conservation easement deed or incorporated into the body of the RCPP conservation
easement deed, must not be modified except for appropriate formatting changes, selecting
options, removing instructional provisions, and substituting, as needed, the defined terms for
the RCPP conservation easement deed, baseline documentation report, Protected Property,
and the Parties.


ii. If the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms are attached as an exhibit to the RCPP conservation
easement deed, the paragraph below, or equivalent paragraph contained in the version of the
RCPP Minimum Deed Terms addendum attached as an exhibit to an individual Parcel
Contract, is inserted at the bottom of the RCPP conservation easement deed:
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This Conservation Easement is acquired with funds provided, in part, under the Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program, (RCPP) (16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et. Seq. and 7 CFR 
part 1464).  The EXHIBIT ____ is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference and 
will run with the land [SELECT ONE: in perpetuity OR for the maximum duration allowed 
under applicable State law].  As required by the RCPP, and as a condition of receiving RCPP 
funds, all present and future use of the Protected Property identified in EXHIBIT______ 
(legal description or survey) is and will remain subject to the terms and conditions described 
forthwith in this Addendum entitled RCPP Minimum Deed Terms in EXHIBIT_______ that 
is appended to and made a part of this easement deed. [INSERT IN RCPP EASEMENT 
DEEDS THAT INCLUDE THE US RIGHT OF ENFORCEMENT: The rights of the United 
States acquired under this Conservation Easement shall be unaffected by any subsequent 
amendments or repeal of the RCPP.]   


iii. If ENTITY, chooses to incorporate the RCPP Minimum Deed Terms into the body of the
RCPP conservation easement deed, then the terms in Section I and Section II of the RCPP
Minimum Deed Terms addendum must be incorporated into the body of the Eligible Entity’s 
RCPP conservation easement deed unmodified except as described in paragraph i above. In 
addition, the following paragraphs must be included in the RCPP conservation easement deed: 


a. [For RCPP Easements in which the United States will hold a right of
enforcement, include the following in the Granting Clause after Grantor and
Grantee] “and with a right of enforcement to the United States of America (the
United States), acting by and through the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) on behalf of the
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC).  The rights of the United States acquired
under this [INSERT TERM FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT] shall be
unaffected by any subsequent amendments or repeal of the Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP) (16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq. and 7 CFR part
1464).”


b. [Include in Recitals] “This [INSERT TERM FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT]
is acquired with funds provided, in part, under the Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP) (16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq. and 7 CFR part
1464). As required by the RCPP, and as a condition of receiving RCPP funds, all
present and future use of the [INSERT TERM FOR EASEMENT PROPERTY]
identified in EXHIBIT ___ (legal description or survey) is and will remain subject
to the terms and conditions described in this [INSERT TERM FOR
CONSERVATION EASEMENT]  and will run with the land [SELECT ONE: in
perpetuity OR for the maximum duration allowed under applicable State law].”


c. [Include in Recitals] “The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (16
U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq.,) facilitated and provided funding for the purchase of
this [INSERT TERM FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT]  to further the
restoration, protection, enhancement, management, maintenance, and monitoring
of [IDENTIFY THE CONSERVATION VALUES HERE:
________________________________ ] on the Protected Property (the
“Conservation Values”). The [LANDOWNER NAMES] (collectively
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“Grantor”), the [QUALIFIED ENTITY NAMES] (collectively “Grantee”), and 
the United States of America (the “United States”) and its assigns, acting by and 
through the United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS”) on behalf of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation (“CCC”) (jointly referred to as the “Parties”) acknowledge that the 
[INSERT TERM FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT] is acquired by the Grantee 
for the purpose of the restoration, protection, enhancement, management, 
maintenance, and monitoring of the Conservation Values (the “purposes of the 
Conservation Easement”).”    


d. [Include in Recitals or Body] “Baseline conditions of the [INSERT TERM FOR
EASEMENT PROPERTY] Property are set forth in a Baseline Documentation
Report, a copy of which is [SELECT ONE: appended to this easement deed OR
maintained in the files of the Grantee].”


iv. ENTITY must provide to NRCS a copy of the draft, unexecuted RCPP conservation easement
deed and all exhibits, including the legal description, map or survey of the parcel, at least 90
days before the appraisal to determine the Fair Market Value of the easement is commenced.
NRCS NHQ must review and approve each RCPP conservation easement deed prior to
ENTITY requesting an advance of the Federal share or closing on an RCPP easement.  If the
RCPP conservation easement deed is substantively changed after the appraisal is completed,
and those changes could potentially impact the fair market value of the easement, NRCS may
require the ENTITY to obtain a new or supplemental appraisal based on the revised RCPP
conservation easement deed.   In addition to ensuring compliance with the requirements in
Section VI(A)(5) and (6), NRCS NHQ will also review the deed to ensure that the
Conservation Values in the RCPP conservation easement deed are consistent with the
Conservation Values attached to this Program Agreement.


7. NRCS may require adjustments to the provisions identified in section VI(A)(5) above and require
the addition of other provisions if NRCS determines that they are necessary to meet the purposes of
the RCPP project as set forth in the PPA and protect the conservation values of the Protected
Property.


8. ENTITY must perform necessary legal and administrative actions to ensure proper acquisition and
recordation of valid RCPP Easements.


9. ENTITY must pay all costs of RCPP Easement acquisition and must operate and manage each RCPP
Easement in accordance with its easement program, this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, the terms of
the individual Parcel Contract, 16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq., and 7 CFR Part 1464.  NRCS will
have no responsibility for the costs or management of the RCPP Easements purchased by ENTITY.


10. NRCS will not be responsible for any costs, damages, claims, liabilities, and judgments arising from
past, present, and future acts or omissions of ENTITY in connection with its acquisition or
management of the RCPP Easements acquired pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and
associated, fully executed Parcel Contracts.  This includes but is not limited to acts and omissions
of ENTITY agents, successors, assigns, employees, contractors, or lessees that result in violations
of any laws and regulations that are now or that may in the future become applicable.


11. ENTITY must prepare a baseline documentation report documenting the condition of each Parcel
as of the time the RCPP Easement is acquired and include a completed baseline documentation
report in the payment request package submitted to NRCS pursuant to the terms of the individual
Parcel Contract.  ENTITY must also provide NRCS a draft baseline documentation report at least
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90 days before the planned closing date of the RCPP Easement.  The baseline documentation report 
must contain maps, full descriptions, and pictures of— 


i. the Parcel location;
ii. existing structures and infrastructure, including utility lines, barns, sheds, corrals, fences,


ponds, watering facilities, and waste storage facilities;
iii. land use, land cover and its condition, including as applicable, but not limited to, wetlands,


crops and crop rotations or for grasslands, the condition of the grassland, pasture, range, hay
or forest lands, and animal inventories;


iv. any problem areas;
v. any special features or resource concerns, including the Conservation Values, for which the


Parcel is being protected;
vi. as applicable, irrigation rights and volume of irrigation water rights to be retained for the


easement, and
vii. any critical nesting habitat and the associated nesting seasons for grassland-dependent birds


whose populations are in significant decline.


12. ENTITY must ensure the completion of an RCPP easement plan for all RCPP easements that are
highly restrictive (e.g., uses limited to protection of conservation values) or moderately restrictive
(e.g.,  conservation use with compatible agricultural uses) and as required or agreed-to for RCPP
easements that are minimally restrictive (e.g., agricultural use).  The RCPP easement plan must:


i. Describe the Conservation Values and identify natural resource concerns on the Parcel.
ii. Describe the conservation activities, measures, practices, and land uses that may be


implemented to restore, protect, enhance, maintain, manage, and monitor the Conservation
Values, address the identified resource concerns, and promote the long-term viability of the
land to meet the purposes of the RCPP easement.


iii. Identify, as applicable, permissible and prohibited activities and any associated restoration
plans.


iv. Be comprised of the appropriate component plans based on the attributes of the Parcel and
as specified in the terms of the RCPP conservation easement deed terms attached to the
individual Parcel Contract.


v. For any portion of a Parcel that contains highly erodible cropland, include a highly erodible
land (HEL) conservation plan that meets the requirements of 7 CFR Part 12 and is developed
by NRCS or an NRCS-certified planner and approved by NRCS prior to closing.


vi. Be updated in the event the uses or ownership of the Parcel change.
vii. As specified in the terms of the RCPP conservation easement deed, be reviewed, approved,


and signed by the landowner and ENTITY, and NRCS prior to easement closing and again
upon subsequent revision after easement closing.


13. In acquiring RCPP Easements, ENTITY must ensure that the title to the lands or interests therein
will be unencumbered or that outstanding or reserved interests are subordinated to the RCPP
Easement. ENTITY and NRCS must review the title commitment to ensure there are no
encumbrances that would allow uses of the property that are not acceptable to ENTITY or NRCS.
ENTITY must provide NRCS a copy of the title commitment, including a copy of documents to
support each title exception, a summary of ENTITY title review findings, and any other requested
documentation related to title at least 90 days before the planned easement closing date.  ENTITY
must also identify and consider unrecorded interests in the Parcel to ensure there are no unrecorded
rights, title, or interests in the property that are not acceptable to ENTITY or NRCS.  Any exceptions
to the requirement to remove or subordinate outstanding or reserved interests must be consistent
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with this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, 16 U.S.C. Section 3871 et seq., and applicable regulations, 
and approved by NRCS and documented on Form NRCS-LTP-23, “Certificate of Use and Consent” 
(or successor form). 


14. ENTITY must secure proper title evidence and insurance using an American Land Title
Association (ALTA) Owner’s Policy with ENTITY listed as the insured on the policy and the policy
issued for at least the full amount of the RCPP Easement purchase price.


15. ENTITY must obtain a determination of the fair market value of the RCPP Easement for each
Parcel at its own cost through an individual appraisal of the Parcel.  Individual appraisals must be
conducted by a State-certified general appraiser and must conform to the NRCS Appraisal
Specifications provided as Exhibit 2 to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the Uniform Standards
of Professional Appraisals Practices (USPAP).  The effective date of the appraised value must be no
earlier than 6 months prior to the date the individual Parcel Contract is executed for the individual
Parcel, or no earlier than 6 months prior to the date the individual Parcel Contract is modified to
identify a substitute Parcel, and prior to the closing date of the RCPP Easement.


16. ENTITY must provide the appraiser the NRCS appraisal specifications (Exhibit 2) and all of the
items required to be provided by ENTITY as identified in the NRCS appraisal specifications.
ENTITY must receive a separate appraisal report for each Parcel with an executed Parcel Contract.
Under no circumstances may ENTITY allow the landowner to approve or disapprove of the
appraiser selected to prepare the appraisal report.  The landowner may not be listed as the client.
ENTITY must provide NRCS a completed appraisal report at least 90 days before the planned
closing of the RCPP Easement so that NRCS may conduct a technical review of the appraisal.
ENTITY may not close the RCPP Easement until the technical reviewer, and, as applicable, NRCS,
approves the appraisal report.


17. ENTITY may close on the RCPP Easement on a Parcel identified in the individual Parcel Contract,
only after ENTITY has received the NRCS-signed Form NRCS-CPA-1279, “Statement to Confirm
Matching Funds,” and only after ENTITY has been notified that NRCS has completed its reviews
as identified in section VI(B) below and has received from NRCS the “NRCS Approval to Proceed
with RCPP Conservation Easement Acquisition” letter.  If ENTITY closes an RCPP Easement prior
to the receipt of these documents from NRCS, NRCS may decline to provide the Federal share for
the RCPP Easement and may terminate the individual Parcel Contract.   Due to Federal fiscal year-
end accounting and reporting requirements, if possible, ENTITY should avoid closing on an RCPP
easement between the dates of August 15 and September 30 and must notify NRCS immediately of
any RCPP easements closed during this period.


18. ENTITY must provide NRCS a copy of the final recorded RCPP conservation easement deed and
all exhibits, including the legal description or survey, a copy of the final policy of title insurance,
and any associated title clearance documents (e.g. recorded subordination agreements), within 30
days of easement recordation or request for reimbursement, whichever is sooner.


19. ENTITY may not use RCPP funds to acquire an easement on a property in which ENTITY’s
employee or board member, with decision-making involvement in easement acquisition and
management matters, has a property interest or whose immediate family member or household
member has a property interest. ENTITY agrees to conduct itself in a manner so as to protect the
integrity of the RCPP Easements it holds and avoid the appearance of impropriety or actual conflicts
of interest in its acquisition and management of RCPP Easements.


20. ENTITY may not at any time, when ENTITY holds title to the RCPP Easement, seek to acquire
the remaining fee interest in the Parcel.  Likewise, if ENTITY enters into an agreement with another
entity to manage or monitor the RCPP Easement, and that entity seeks to acquire the underlying fee,
ENTITY agrees to terminate immediately such agreement and arrange for an uninterested party to
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manage or monitor the Parcel. No individual eligible entity identified in exhibit 1 to this PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT may at any time hold the RCPP easement and the remaining fee interest in the Parcel. 


21. ENTITY must implement easement enforcement procedures when a violation of the RCPP
Easement, or as applicable, the RCPP easement plan, is identified by or reported to ENTITY.
ENTITY enforcement procedures resulting from a violation of an HEL conservation plan may only
be initiated after all administrative and appeal rights have been exhausted by the landowner in
accordance with 7 CFR Part 12 and 7 CFR Part 614.


22. ENTITY must submit a list of all successfully closed easements on Parcels funded through
individual Parcel Contracts associated with this PROGRAM AGREEMENT within 30 days of the
closing date of the last Parcel.


23. At a minimum, ENTITY must monitor every RCPP Easement on an annual basis to ensure and
document compliance with the easement deed provisions and as applicable, RCPP plan provisions.
If the United States holds a right of enforcement, ENTITY must submit to NRCS the annual
monitoring report each year.


24. For the entire term of this agreement and any associated Parcel Contracts, nongovernmental
organizations must continue to meet the requirements as an eligible entity pursuant to 7 CFR Section
1464.5 including meeting the definition of nongovernmental organization in 7 CFR Section 1468.3.


25. This paragraph and paragraphs 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23  of this section VI(A) will
survive the closing of the RCPP Easement and the termination or expiration of this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT.


B. NRCS Responsibilities:


1. The United States, by and through NRCS, will announce funding availability, application batching
periods, publish ranking criteria, and select eligible applications for funding in accordance with
published procedures.


2. NRCS will review Parcel applications submitted by ENTITY, determine land and landowner
eligibility, rank eligible applications, obtain and review a hazardous materials record search, conduct
onsite visits, and obligate funds for individual Parcels selected for funding through the execution of
individual Parcel Contracts.  NRCS will prepare the individual Parcel Contract documents or
modifications thereto, for review and execution by all required Parties.


3. NRCS staff may provide their technical assistance to develop HEL conservation plans, and to the
extent its resources allow, be available to assist ENTITY in the development of other components
of an RCPP easement plan.  NRCS review and approval of the RCPP easement plan prior to closing
on the RCPP easement is required as set forth in the terms of the individual Parcel Contract.


4. After the required materials have been submitted by ENTITY and prior to closing on the RCPP
Easement, NRCS will pursuant to the terms of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the individual
Parcel Contract —


i. Review the RCPP conservation easement deed and associated deed exhibits to ensure the
requirements set forth in this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the individual Parcel Contract
are met and provide ENTITY any approval instructions or items requiring resolution;


ii. Review the title documents submitted by ENTITY, complete a Form NRCS-CPA-23,
“Certificate of Use and Consent” (or successor form), and provide the findings to ENTITY
for information or remedy as necessary;


iii. Conduct a technical review of the appraisal submitted by ENTITY and provide the findings
to ENTITY for information or resolution as necessary;


iv. Review the RCPP easement plan and identify any items for resolution to ENTITY;
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v. Review the draft baseline documentation report provided by ENTITY and notify ENTITY
if additional information is needed;


vi. Review and provide notice of determination on any waiver requests submitted by ENTITY
in accordance with RCPP regulations and policy; and


vii. After NRCS reviews are completed and the materials are determined acceptable, provide
ENTITY with an “NRCS Approval to Proceed with the RCPP Conservation Easement
Acquisition” letter and the NRCS-signed Form NRCS-CPA-1279, “Statement to Confirm
Matching Funds for RCPP.”


5. If ENTITY requests an advance payment of the Federal share, NRCS will provide ENTITY a copy
of the “NRCS Closing Agent Requirements” to be signed and returned to NRCS.


6. Prior to NRCS disbursement of funds, the NRCS State Conservationist will verify that ENTITY
has provided all documentation, certifications, and information required by sections IV, V, and
VI(A) above and as identified in the individual Parcel Contract.  Additionally, NRCS will conduct
an internal review of the payment request package in accordance with the terms of this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and the individual Parcel Contract and NRCS easement acquisition internal controls
policy.


7. NRCS will certify payment and disburse funds, for Parcels with a valid, executed Parcel Contract
when ENTITY has submitted all required documents and requested payment prior to the expiration
date of the individual Parcel Contract and consistent with the requirements of this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT and the terms of the Parcel Contract.


8. NRCS will review the annual monitoring reports provided by ENTITY to ensure monitoring is
conducted annually and reports are sufficient and submitted to NRCS annually for every NRCS-
funded conservation easement held by ENTITY in which the United States holds a right of
enforcement.


VII. PUBLIC INFORMATION


A. ENTITY agrees to acknowledge NRCS cost-share assistance in any public outreach materials or events
related to RCPP Easements acquired under the framework of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and to
provide draft copies of such information to the NRCS State office for review and comment before public
release.


B. ENTITY agrees to comply with NRCS guidelines and requirements regarding the disclosure of
information protected under section 1244 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. Section 3844)
and section 1619 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. Section 8791).


VIII. GENERAL PROVISIONS


A. It is the intent of NRCS to fulfill its responsibilities under this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and specific
obligations made in any individual Parcel Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT. However, NRCS may not make commitments in excess of funds authorized by law or
made administratively available.  If NRCS is unable to fulfill its responsibilities under this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT or specific obligations made in any associated, valid Parcel Contracts because of the
unavailability of funds, the affected Parcel Contracts will automatically terminate, and this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT may also be terminated.


B. No assignment, in whole or in part, will be made of any right or obligation under this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT without the joint approval of both NRCS and ENTITY.  Nothing herein will preclude
NRCS or ENTITY from entering into other mutually acceptable arrangements or agreements, except as
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identified in section VI(A)(19) and (20) of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  Such documents must be 
in writing, must reference this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, and must be maintained as part of the official 
PROGRAM AGREEMENT file. 


C. This PROGRAM AGREEMENT may only be amended or modified by written amendment signed by
the authorized officials of the NRCS and ENTITY.


D. ENTITY agrees to give the NRCS, the Office of the Inspector General, or the Comptroller General,
through any authorized representative, access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or
documents related to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or any individual Parcel Contracts entered into
pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY agrees to retain all records related to this
PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated Parcel Contracts, as applicable, for a period of three years
after completion of the terms of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, in accordance with the applicable
Office of Management and Budget circular.


E. NRCS may terminate this PROGRAM AGREEMENT if NRCS determines that ENTITY has failed to
comply with the provisions of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or if it determines that it is in the best
interests of the Federal Government to terminate.


F. If any recipient of Federal funds through the Parcel Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM
AGREEMENT fails to comply with the terms and conditions of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or
such Parcel Contracts, NRCS reserves the right to wholly or partially recapture funds provided under
such Parcel Contracts in accordance with applicable regulations.


G. Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters – Primary Covered
Transactions (7 CFR Part 1407, as applicable)
1. By executing this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, ENTITY certifies that, to the best of ENTITY’s


knowledge and belief, ENTITY and his or her principals—
i. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or


voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal Department or agency;
ii. Have not had, within the 3-year period preceding this PROGRAM AGREEMENT, a criminal


conviction or civil judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud in connection
with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local
government) contract, including violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission
of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false
statements, or receiving stolen property;


iii. Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental
entity (Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses set forth above in
paragraph G(1)(ii) of this certification; and


iv. Have not within the 3-year period preceding this PROGRAM AGREEMENT had one or more
public contracts (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default.


2. If ENTITY is unable to certify to any of the statements set forth in section VIII(G)(1) above,
ENTITY must attach an explanation to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY must notify
NRCS immediately if the circumstances supporting certification of any of such statements change
or ENTITY may incur additional liability or penalties in accordance with applicable law.


H. Misrepresentation and Scheme or Device
1. An ENTITY who is determined to have erroneously represented any fact affecting a determination


with respect to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or any individual RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract
executed pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT and the regulations applicable to such
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PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated Parcel Contract, adopted any scheme or device which 
tends to defeat the purposes of this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated Parcel Contract, or 
made any fraudulent representation with respect to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated 
Parcel Contract, will not be entitled to payments or any other benefits made under any individual 
Parcel Contracts entered into pursuant to this PROGRAM AGREEMENT.  ENTITY must refund 
to NRCS all payment received under affected Parcel Contracts executed pursuant to this PROGRAM 
AGREEMENT.  In addition, NRCS may terminate ENTITY’s interest in all Parcel Contracts.  


2. NRCS will charge interest on monies it determines to be due and owing to NRCS under this
PROGRAM AGREEMENT or associated Parcel Contracts.  Under debt collection procedures,
unpaid bills accrue interest beginning 30 days after the billing date.  The interest rate will be
determined using the current value of funds rate, published annually in the Federal Register by the
United States Department of the Treasury.


3. The provisions of this section VIII(H) above will be applicable in addition to any other criminal and
civil fraud statutes.


XII. EXHIBITS


Exhibit 1 – Signature Page with List of Eligible Entities, and Potential Co-Holders and Third-Party Right 
Holders 
Exhibit 2 – Appraisal – NRCS Specifications and Scope of Work for Appraisals of Real Property for the 
Conservation Easement component of RCPP 
Exhibit 3 – Sample “RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract” for individual Parcel acquisition including: 


a. Form NRCS-CPA-1276, “RCPP Entity-Held Easement Parcel Cost-Share Contract”
b. Form NRCS-CPA-1276-Appendix, “Appendix to the RCPP Parcel Cost-Share Contract”
c. Form NRCS-CPA-1277, Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-Held Easements
d. Form NRCS-CPA-1278, Modification of the Schedule of Acquisition for RCPP Entity-


Held Easements
Exhibit 4 – Statement of Conservation Values 
Exhibit 5 – RCPP Minimum Deed Requirements - AFA 
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RCPP APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
This checklist provides a summary of materials necessary to support an RCPP easement application. 
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A. Submitting Applications 
 


1. Use of Box (a secure cloud content management tool supporting e‐signatures) 


• Entities needing to access Box should contact Terry Foreman; terry.foreman@usda.gov and 
brian.loadholt@usda.gov 


• Preference is for each file in an application packaged in an Adobe Acrobat portfolio 


2. Electronic copies sent to: RA.NRCS.NCRAL.EasementMonitoring@usda.gov 


• Preference is for all files to be contained in one Adobe portfolio 


• Scanned applications as one file are discouraged. 
3. Paper copies mailed to:  


• NRCS – Attn. Programs, 1107 Bland Rd Suite 117, Raleigh, NC 27609 


 


B. The NRCS Easement Application Review Process 
 
The NRCS reviews of easement applications spans three levels.  Note at any time during the 
easement application process one of these reviews could require additional information 
from the entity or landowner.   


1) North Carolina State Office,  


• The state office assures all submitted documents are consistent with NRCS 
easement acquisition polices. 


• Enters information in NRCS business tools (Protracts, Conservation Desktop, 
National Easement Staging Tool) 


• Ranks easements 


• Conducts field reviews. 
2) Easement Acquisition Branch (EAB) 


• EAB reviews all submitted documents and works with the state office to assure all 
documents conform to federal and NRCS contracting laws and policies.  


• Initiates contracting processes. 
3) National-level Internal Controls (IC).  


• Provides final review of easement applications.  
 


C. Most frequent problems encountered during application reviews 
Below we address the most common problems in processing easement applications found among 
the three levels of review. 


• Landowner eligibility 



mailto:terry.foreman@usda.gov

mailto:RA.NRCS.NCRAL.EasementMonitoring@usda.gov

mailto:ntMonitoring@usda.gov
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o Problems include: 
  not all the landowners have records established at the local Farm Service 


Agency 
 Landowners who are entities (e.g. LLC, corporations) have members who 


have not established at the local Farm Service Agency 


• Inconsistent easement sizes on application documents. 
o Inconsistencies in denoting the area (acres) of easements among the various forms 


and maps submitted as part of an application package. All acreage must be 
consistent.  For example, if an application (CPA 1275) is for 202.1 acres, all maps 
stating an easement size must equal 202.1 acres.   


• Ownership as entered on the CPA-1275 application is not the same as the landowner on the 
deed(s).   


• Entities who are landowners or entities as the holder of the easement do not have Signature 
Authority identified. 


 


D. Checklist - Landowners 
 


 


VERY IMPORTANT - Eligible entities must work with landowners to assure landowners meet 
qualifying criteria  
Under RCPP EHE, the landowners of record for the offered easement are considered the beneficiaries of 
payment. Therefore, landowners of record must meet the payment eligibility criteria required to 
participate in USDA programs for the land trust or other eligible entity to submit an EHE application on 
their behalf. All individual landowners of record must be United States citizens or resident aliens with a 
valid social security number (exceptions may apply – contact NRCS immediately). 


All landowners, as listed on the current property deed(s) or equivalent evidence of ownership must be 
established in the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Service Center Information Management System (SCIMS) 
and have a copy of the current property deed or other evidence of ownership (e.g., will) including a 


Owners MUST establish eligibility with the Farm Service Agency 
Ownership includes: 


• all grantees listed on the deed(s) 
• entities as grantees on the deed 


o member of entities on the deed 
• ownership acquired through wills and trusts 


 
All owners must have records established with USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), which 
demonstrate compliance with: 


• Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
• Highly Erodible Land Conservation/Wetland Conservation (HELC/WC) 
• Possess a CCC‐902 Farm Operating Plan 
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breakdown of ownership shares, if applicable, when a landowner is an entity. 


All individual landowners or members of an entity of record as listed on the deed(s) are United 
States citizens or resident aliens with a valid social security number. (Exceptions may apply – 
contact NRCS immediately). 


 


1. CCC‐902 Farm Operating Plan 
There are FSA Forms: 1) CCC‐902I (Individual) or 2) CCC‐902E (Entity). A Members 
Information form (CCC‐901) may need to be completed for entities. Persons and legal 
entities applying for and participating in NRCS programs must complete a CCC‐902, “Farm 
Operating Plan”. 


 


2. CCC‐941, Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to 
Disclosure of Tax Information 
For each landowner of record for the fiscal year in which the ALE application will be 
submitted (no exceptions). 


 


3. AD‐1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation 
 for each landowner of record, unless all the following are true: 


o An AD‐1026 is currently on file that accurately reflects the current status of the 
operation; 


o The landowner has not acquired any more land (owned or operating); 


o There have not been any changes to the land or operation; and 


o A new determination has not been requested. 


 


4. Power of Attorney 
o FSA‐211, form, only if someone other than the landowner of record will be signing 


documents. Should cover NRCS programs for the period of the ALE contract, or  


o Other legally drafted POA by an attorney 
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E. Checklist – Land Eligibility 
5. NRCS CPA‐1275: “Parcel Sheet for Entity Application for RCPP EHE Program 


Agreement”   
• Only the most current version of the form will be accepted (05/2021) 


6. Written pending offer  
• The written pending offer may be extended by the eligible entity to the landowner to 


acquire the conservation easement or may be from the landowner to the eligible 
entity to sell the conservation easement. 


7. Copies of all deeds 
• If the easement covers parcels with more than one deed, submit each deed 


separately as an individual file. Deed files can be numbered. 


• Ownership must be proven; a title commitment could be useful when there is 
ambiguity in ownership.  


• Deeds must contain a description of the boundaries (e.g. metes and bounds) 
 


F. Checklist - Mapping 
Maps are an essential component of the application. The NRCS Easement Acquisition Branch 
(EAB) utilizes the State supplied conservation maps as Exhibits to EAB’s contracting documents, 
Due Diligence Contracts, and submittal of support documentation for Internal Controls. It is 
important the maps are consistent, clear, and professional to provide quality service. 
 
The map elements listed1 are things to consider for mapping. 


• Assess Route showing the entire route from the public road to the easement boundary 
• Indicate Point of Access from the public road on the map 
• Map symbol legend, clearly labeled with easement program boundary 
• Scale of the map 
• Information needed to locate the planning area (e.g. geographic coordinates, public land 


survey coordinates, address, etc.) 
• North arrow 
• Appropriate map symbols as needed 
• Map symbol legend on the map or as an attachment include appropriate interpretations, 


such as roads, streams, boundary, or recorded access. 
 


All maps that state a value for size (acres) should have that value as close as possible to the value 
listed on the CPA-1275 form (Section C, Item 4) 


 


 
1 These elements are consistent with policy criteria (Section 600.31) located in Title 180 – National 
Planning Procedures Handbook (180-VI-NPPH, Amend. 8, Nov. 2020).  
 
 



https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/OpenNonWebContent.aspx?content=45839.wba#:%7E:text=Title%20180%20%E2%80%93%20National%20Planning%20Procedures%20Handbook%20%28180-VI-NPPH%2C,and%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Agriculture%20%28USDA%29%20civil%20rights
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8. Map – Location 
• Map depicting location at a scale that is for anyone driving to the can find the site.  


• Map should show named roads and location of nearest community.  


• It is optional but preferred to have latitude and longitude of the easement location. 


9. Map - Easement and Parcel Boundary (Offer) 
• Map must depict: 


o the easement boundary and size (acres) 
o planned and/or existing farmstead or homestead 
o Road names or Secondary Road (SR) numbers must be provided. 
o Ingress/egress to the easement must be shown.  This can be shown with a 


symbol - include symbol in the legend.  
o Any excluded areas within the easement boundary and area (acres). 


10.  Map-Deed and tax parcel 
This is a map which will identity which deed is associated with a tax parcel which is part of 
the 3-part NRCS easement application review process. 


• Map must show the easement boundary and tax parcels. 


• Tax parcel and associated deeds must be identified on the map or using a table. 


• See example – page 9. 


11. Map – Impervious Surface 
• Map should include: 1) location of the impervious surfaces, and 2) proportion (%) of 


the impervious surfaces to the area of the easement 


12. Map – Soils 
• The soils map and associated text of the Farmland Classification report in Web Soil 


Survey (WSS) is preferred.  You can use the shape file of the easement in WSS. 


13. Map – Land use 
• Map depicting cropland, rangeland, grassland, pastureland, forestland and 


proportions (percentages).  


14. Map -GIS Shape file of easement boundary  
Upload shapefile to Box or email to: 
RA.NRCS.NCRAL.EasementMonitoring@usda.gov 
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G. Checklist – Entity WITH a RCPP Program Agreement 
VERY IMPORTANT - Eligible entities must work with landowners to assure landowners meet 
qualifying criteria  


15. Update any changes to signature authority 
16. Update any changes to SAMS 


 


 


H. Checklist – Entity WITHOUT a Program Agreement 
17. NRCS CPA‐1274: “Entity Application for an RCPP Entity Held Easement Program 


Agreement that is a Supplemental Agreement under an RCPP Program 
Partnership”  


18. Entity’s authority to purchase and hold agricultural conservation easements  
• Cite the appropriate state statue providing this authority. 


19. Documentation of entity’s commitment to conservation of agricultural lands 
• using voluntary conservation easements that protect farm or ranch lands from 


conversion to nonagricultural uses 


20. Documentation of the entity’s capability and record  
• Document history of acquiring, holding, managing, and enforcing conservation 


easements. 


21. Documentation of the entity’s staff capacity  
• Document how easement monitoring and enforcement are addressed.  


22. Copies of current entity or trust establishment documents 
• Examples: Articles of Incorporation on file with the NC Secretary of State, bylaws 


governing the entity. Ensure each entity is legal, valid, and in “good standing” with 
the North Carolina Secretary of State. 


23. Identify the individual(s) with signature authority.  
24. Screen‐print from SAM.gov showing active, current registration  


• NOTE that Registration in SAM (DUNS) must be maintained for the duration of the 
agreement and through easement closing.  


25. Direct deposit form (AD‐1199) for entity 
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I. File Naming Suggestions 
• Keep names as short and informative as possible.  


• Abbreviate Entity names, e.g. Loadholt and Kroeger Land Trust as LKLT 


• Use the number on the checklist as a prefix to the file name. 
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Example of map and table depicting tax parcels and associated deeds. 
Simpler easements/maps can include parcel IDs on the map. 





		A. Submitting Applications

		B. The NRCS Easement Application Review Process

		C. Most frequent problems encountered during application reviews

		D. Checklist - Landowners

		1. CCC‐902 Farm Operating Plan

		2. CCC‐941, Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information

		3. AD‐1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation

		4. Power of Attorney



		E. Checklist – Land Eligibility

		5. NRCS CPA‐1275: “Parcel Sheet for Entity Application for RCPP EHE Program Agreement”

		6. Written pending offer

		7. Copies of all deeds



		F. Checklist - Mapping

		8. Map – Location

		9. Map - Easement and Parcel Boundary (Offer)

		10.  Map-Deed and tax parcel

		11. Map – Impervious Surface

		12. Map – Soils

		13. Map – Land use

		14. Map -GIS Shape file of easement boundary



		G. Checklist – Entity WITH a RCPP Program Agreement

		15. Update any changes to signature authority

		16. Update any changes to SAMS



		H. Checklist – Entity WITHOUT a Program Agreement
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		18. Entity’s authority to purchase and hold agricultural conservation easements
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		21. Documentation of the entity’s staff capacity

		22. Copies of current entity or trust establishment documents

		23. Identify the individual(s) with signature authority.

		24. Screen‐print from SAM.gov showing active, current registration

		25. Direct deposit form (AD‐1199) for entity
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